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“We’re America’s Army & Navy Store” \ 


■"S.W’OSSS** “■ 



ommando 
Sweater- 

This is the famous British Commando 
Sweater (Wooty Pully) adopted by the US 
Military. The natural 100% wool fiber 
content makes the sweaty super warm, 
the long cut and tight knit ribbed design 
makes it wind proof. Sleeve and shoulder 
patches provide protection at abrasion 
points. Specify size: 34 , 36, 38, 4Q, 
42 , 44 , 46, 48 S39,75/oacti 

Choose from: 

□ Olive Drab (OD) Green Crewneck 

(USMC Approved) 

□ Black V Neck with epaulets and name 
plate area on breast (US Army Approved) 

□ Black Cnwmeck (no epaulets or name 
plate area) 

□ Camouflage 

□ Commando Sweater • Commercially 

made - patterned after the Gl ones, these are commercially 
made in easy care 100% acrylic. Although they are copies, they are 
constructed surprisingly true to the all wool ones, complete with 
sleeve and shoulder patches Choose between: Olive Drab (00) 
Green or Black. Specify Size: S, M, L, XL __ $21.75/each. 


SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 


□Special Forces Green Beret - Jaunty and 

daring and classy - like the professional’s who wear them, These are 
dCteW regulation berets of 100% vat dyed wool and meeting all mill- 
tary specs. Made expressly for us by the prime V 
govern ment contractor Also available: 
Official headgear for. 

L Airborne Quitted (Maroon) 

□ Ranger Commando* (Black) 

□Aitffcry A Guardian Angeta (Red) 
□Commando Drew (Camouflage) 

Sizes—6 7/8 to 7% 

(Not sure ot head size? Tell us how many inches around your head where 
you wear your hat. We’ll send the right one.) $13.75/each 


CANTEEN COVER 



This is the heavy duty 
olive drab plastic flashlight issued to all military units. 
The flashlight is waterproof, non-glare and features 4 
different lenses which can be easily installed or 
removed. It can clip onto the belt or suspender for 
hands free operation; operates on 2 standard D cell 
batteries and comes complete with a spare bulb. 

Brand new, sold in the Gl box. 

56.50/each; 2 lor $12.25. 
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We're America’s 
j^) Army & Navy Store!! 




□ Drill Instructor/Smokey the 

Bear Hat —Formally called the Campaign Hat, 
this is a really fine quality pressed felt headpiece. 

A hat with character. No one who wears it 
escapes a personality change. An uncon¬ 
trollable urge to shout orders or heap abuses, 
pursue flamers or wnte traffic tickets, l et your true 
or wisttul self be heard. Sizes: 6-7/8 to 7-3/4. 

□ Genuine Leather Chin Strap ?. $2.oo/each. 

□ Acom Hat Cord (as shown) .. . M.OQ/eaeh 

(Specify color: silver, gold metallic, black/gold, metallic, yellow, red or 
light blue). 


□ Distress Mark 
Rescue Strobe ( 


$19.75/each. 


GENUINE Gl 


This is a high intesity$tlf«1)eaw)R which 
penetrates ram and tog and is viable lor 
distances up to 15 miles. Standi® pilot 
survival gear. Ibis light is about the size ot 
a packol cigarettes (1" x2 , *X4 1 /f ”)yet 
it puts out a dazzling white flash (250.000 
lumens) 50 rimes per minute tor up to 9 hours. 
The unit is waterproof and shockproof, Sold 
complete with case and 1 battery $39.5<Vwcfi. 
□ Replacement Batteries for Strobe Light 
' . S5.00/each; 3 for S12.00 





□ Micro Precision 8x21 Binocular - 

fits in the palm ot your hand!! 

It looks like a toy - but ours is a state of the 
art, micro binocular with sterling optical quali¬ 
ty. Manufactured by Brunton (the firm that 
has supplied the precision M2 compass to the 
US military since the 1940 s) our binocular 
weighs less than 9 ounces and measures a 
mere 2 3/4 " x 4' Yet its 8 power magnifica¬ 
tion provides the clarity and detail found in 
much larger (and moie expensive) binoculars. 
It's relatively narrow lield allows the user lo 
locate targets almost immediately 
Rubber coated armour makes the binocular water repdllant and 
shockproof Each binocular comes complete with a carrying case which 
can be worn on the belt and is warranted for 1 year by Biunlon 
Kaufman's is certain you’ll be both pleased and amazed at the quality 
and effectiveness of this binocular l) you're not completely satisfied 
return it to us for a full refund plus a $5 00 credit which may be applied 
towards any of our merchandise at any time. 

Choose: Camouflage rubber armoured or Black rubber armoured. 

List price ... SI20 00/each. 

Kaufman’s price $99.95/each. 

—-sj Two great things about our ties: 

G RE they're made especially for us in the USA 

from genuine Gl woodland camo material of 50% 
cotton/50% nylon so they can be washed or dry cleaned. 
Second, they go equally well with anything in your wardrobe, 
from your most formal blue pin stripe suit to your Hawaiian 
shirt with Ihe funny looking fishes on it. 

Choose from. Pointed end (liadirional and conservative) or 
Straight End (punk and iconoclastic) $9.95/»ct»; 

2 for $10.95 

□ Ranger Combat Cap-Woodland 
Camouflage —latest Army issue. 

This winterweight cap features lined flaps which 
can fold out to keep your ears warm and tuck into 
the hat when the weather's balmy. Sizes run small. 

Alto avalleble in Olive Drab (00) Green. 

Sizes: 7, 7-1/4.7-1/2,7-3/4 $9,00/esdi. 

□ Watch Cap. 100% Wool- 

This is the genuine Gl, lightly knit, and all- 
wool watch cap Used by commandos and 
troops alike, this tightly knit cap fits snug on 
any size head for maximum warmth on ex¬ 
tended cold weather operations. Sides can roll down to protect ears. 
Choose between dark oiue/black (Navy Seal or Marine Recon teams) 
or OD (olive drab; army) $6.QQ/each. 


■ Black Commando Dog Tag Set - (A Kaufman's Ex¬ 
clusive); 2 Gl stainless steel tags specially treated to be non-glare flat 
black plus 2 black (4” and 24 ') ball chains. 55.00/set 


GENUINEGI 



□ USAF Flight Jacket- 


These flight jackets are 
issued to military fliers and 
are designated Type MAI for 
intermediate Cold. (This 
means that it is the medium 
weight jacket, designed for 
comfort m a temperature zone 
ot about 20 0 to 55 °F). Look 
for the military designation, 
sizes and stock numbers 
} inside the toft pocket. The 
outer shell and lining are 100% 
nylon making the jacket com¬ 
pletely wind and waterproof. The 
interlining is 100V. polyester fiberfiEI for 
the highest degree of warmth per ounce. This jacket is reversible; outside 
in your choice of either sage green or blue and the inside is survival 
orange. It features: two hip pockets outside as well as inside, sewn pen 
and pencil holders plus 2 ippered easy access storage pocket in the left 
sleeve. This a snappy, convenient, warm, fully functional jacket and it 
happens to be the latest fashion trend. 

Specify: Stye Green or Blue She! Regular Length Only. 

Sizes XS.S.M.L $46.75/uch; XL. $51.50/e«h 
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□Regulation Gl DogTags- 

set of 2 stainless steel tags and 2 stainless 
chains (4 "and 24") S3.00/each, 

Want us to print them? WE LL PRINT ANY 1 
THING up to 6 lines and.15 spaces per line 

[ ^Printing only $1.00 per tag (S2.00 per set) 


PLEASE, NO DOG TAG IMPRINTING ORDERS BY TELEPHONE 
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□Dog Tag Silencers 

tags .. ,. 


black, non-glare rubber bumpers lor 

51.00/pair 


We're Not The Cheapest!! But Then, We’re 

Not Trying To Be. For over 65 years the Kaulman name has 
been respected lor otlenng the finest in genuine military goods and in¬ 
signia Our commitment to lirst rate service is legendary Ouf service 
policy means 

• All in stock items are shipped no later than the next business day 
regardless ot whether you pay by Check, money order, credit card 
or C 0 D (There is a C 0 D lee ot $4 00 in addition to the regular 
stippnql 

• To i lr« letephare lines direct to our Customer Service Department 

not uii^ be glad to take your orders (every firm with an 800 
number wi (Jo Rial) but we ll also be happy to answer your ques¬ 
tions Whsthei you re carting to ask about our merchandise or the 
status Of >m order yen iiLwnl we gu'u.iiiltt U hm:I-y Hurt Mu i ifr 

vice 

No. we're nffl ** Bui .iu gel what you pay tor. it you order 

the chEapflEl flu ny V wail a ran; lime for delivery ol something you 
may uflrtViWy be unhappy with ' you order Irom Kaufman's flUi 
sw why Hra quatey rrtjmhrrtfsj? and first rale service |wm a 
CursItHTirr Scmca Department ?iwaya sraHWel wNsqimre Itromwi 
flkrt out (x c-e r v dollar ya, sperc 


*■9 9 9 99 ♦ ORDER TOLL FREE 1-800-545-0933 — CALL MON-SAT; 9:00-7:00 (Mountain Time)*-*** 


■ Brand New!! Flight Jackets in Black and 
Woodland Camouflage * Exact in every detail to the ge 

nume Gl MAI jackets above manufactured by the same government 
contractor, to military specs, with reversible orange linings The Black 
nylon shelled jackets feature a gold zipper arid the Woodland Carrfo 
jackets are made from genuine Gl cloth of 50V. cotton/50% nylon 
Sizes XS. S. M. L. . S49.75/each;XL. 553.50/MCh; 


□ USNavy Cold Weather Deck Jackets- 

Type A2-These jackets feature windproof 
cuff and hip closures plus a full zipper 
front with button overclosure. The 
Olive Drab (OD) green shell is 50% 
cotton/50% nylon This blend allows 
the jacket to be water-repellent (not water¬ 
proof) while at the same time it has the 
sottness of the natural fibre It is lined 
with double face pile in both the body 
and sleeves It sports two hip pockets 
and a breast pocket with snap closure. 

The Deck Jacket is cut sltghtty below the 
waist so large or tail persons will find it 
quite comfortable. 

XS. S, M, L. . . $47.75/each; XL. . . $50.75/each; XXL. .. $82.75/each. 
Specify Dllve Drab (OD) Green or Woodland Camo Shell. 

□ M-65 Field Jackets— 

This is the basic issue combat jacket. 

Designed for complete utility, these water- 
repellent and windproof jackets feature: 

4 super large utility pockets; gussetted 
back for complete mobility and freedom 
of movement; epaulets: adjustable cuffs 
and collar; drawstring waistband; hidden 
hood in collar. Brand new, of course 
Sizes are XS. S, M, L, XL Lang length* 
are available In Olhre Drab (00) Green 
and Camouflage, Woodland pattern! 
only. If you're unsure of your size, tell! 
us your chest measurement when order¬ 
ing. XS-L $55.00/each; 

XL & all long lengths $60.50'each; 

XL/long . $85.0D/eac(i. 

Choose from: □ Olhre Drab (DO) Green 
O Camouflage, Woodland Pattern (latest Gt issue to Army) 

»□ Oetert Tan - (NATO issue). □ Camouflage, Tiger Stripe - 
* (Commercially made in a US mill to military specs). 


■ M-65 liner • Genuine G t - designed to qutckly ancl easityj 
button into’M 65 Jacket to pTovide complete w armth by sealing lathe 
r bddy heat. Brand New XS. S. M L $19;00/each; XL $2O.50/each 


□ USAF Heavyweight 
Flight Jacket- Type N 2 B 

This is the warmest flight jacket that 
the military issues. It features lull pile 
hood which drapes over the shoulders 
when not needed. This is the edd 
weather version ol the Intermediate 
Weight Flight Jacket ■ ^ype MAI tea 
tured elsewhere in this ad. This jacket > 
is designed for subfreezing tsmpei ■ 
atures. Waterproof and Windproof 
S.M.L $fl7.75/each; XL $95.75 


IMMEDIATE SHIPMENT 


SHIPPING COSTS 

Please include appropriate shipping costs from chart below with 
each order. Amounts shown include costs of postage, packaging, 
insurance and handling 

Orders up to SIC.00 ,.... $3.00 

Orders from $10.01 to 20.00 3.75 

Orders from $20.01 to 35.00 4.50 

Orders from $35.01 to 50.00 5.25 

Orders from $50.01 to 70.00 6.25 

Orders from $70.01 to 90.00 7.25 

Orders over $90 00 . ..... 8.00 

Canadian Urdars-Send Double Amount Indicated. 1 1 






























































































COMMANDO DAGGER 

THE COMPLETE ILLUSTRATED HISTORY OF THE 
FAIRBAIRN-SYKES FIGHTING KNIFE 

by Leroy Thompson 

The most widely recognized fighting knife in the world, the Fairbairn-Sykes dagger made the 
difference between life and death in many hand-to-hand struggles. Now for the first time, 
collectors, dealersin militaria and those interested in combat knives and knife fighting have a 
comprehensive, heavily illustrated reference on the F-S stiletto and its descendants. High- 
quality, black-and-white photos highlighlthe detailing of over sixty knives, most of which are 
accompanied by specifications on length, markings, sheaths, crossguards and special 
features. Preceded by a foreword from Col. Rex Applegate, chapters cover F-S history, its 
use in combat, commemorative F-S knives, U.S. Army Special Forces knives, the Applegate- 
Fairbairn knife, an extensive commando dagger identification section, and more. 8V2 x 11, t 
clothbound, 189 photos, 176 pp. $25.00 


Forbidden 

SaH Fighting 
Techniques 



FORBIDDEN FIGHTING 
TECHNIQUES OF THE NINJA 

by Achilla Kim 

Pass through the dark night Of the 
soul and. like the Ninja, become a 
mystic warrior of the shadows. To 
help you cn your quest of the Silent 
Way, Ashida Kim presents exer¬ 
cises, strategy, fighting techniques 
and ceremonial oaths ot Initiation. 
With practice and study, you can 
master this terrifying form of self- 
defense. 8’A x 11, hardcover. 271 
photos. 128 pp $19.95 



THINKING ABOUT SURVIVAL 

by Bruce Clayton, Ph.D. 

Some of survivalism's most cher¬ 
ished beliefs are challenged here by 
well-known survivalist author Bruce 
Ctayton. Retreat defense, camou¬ 
flage, terminal ballistics. EMP effects 
of a nuclear weapon, history and 
evolution of the survivalist move¬ 
ment, and firearms selection and 
training are just some of the topics. 
5 1 /* x 8tt, softcover, illus., 144 pp. 

$10.00 



GET EVEN: 

The Complete Book of Dirty Tricks 

A hilarious overview of the methods 
people use to get even with big busi¬ 
ness. government, and enemies. 
More sophisticated and involved 
tricks are included, such as ones 
devised by CIA and Mafia members 
and political dirty tricksters.Over 80 
sections present dirty tricks ranging 
from the simple to the elaborate. 5H 
x 8V4. hardcover, 192 pp. $12.95 


U.S. MARINE CORPS DESERT HANDBOOK 

Could you survive in the desert tor any period of time? 
Would you know how to keep sand and dust from destroy¬ 
ing your vehicle, weapon or communication equipment, or 
how to treat a scorpion bite? This comprehensive hand¬ 
book, issued to the 27th Marines, 7th Amphibious 8rigade, 
gives you the answers to these questions and much more. 
Desert types and characteristics; military aspects of 
deserts; effects of radiant light, static electricity and 
extreme heat on equipment, desert driving techniques, first 
aid; and emergency survival techniques are just someof the 
topics. 5Vi x 8’/?, softcover, illus., 96 pp. S8.0Q 


JOBS THAT SUCK 

.. and Son* Hv*l Don't 



|OBS THAT SUCK 
. . and Some that Don't 

by Andy Kane 

Dedicated to all the working stiffs 
out there, Jobs that Suck is a 
humorous look at 75 ways people 
make a living. From industrial spy to 
tour guide, to pimp, to clergyman, 
the irreverant Kane rates and de¬ 
scribes these jobs and more. Here's 
the story your guidance counselor 
never told you! 5'A x 8%, softcover, 
Illus., 152 pp. $ 10.00 


THE COLT .45 EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM 

The ultimate selective-fire conversion for the famed Colt 
.45 is here! All original components are retained, and only 
three functional parts have been added, each of which can 
be built using common hand tools. The ingenious auto¬ 
matic tripping device—a featurenever before incorporated 
in any machine pistol of this type—provides lor trouble-free 
operation. A revolutionary, compact removable folding 
metal front grip aids in controlling the gun when firing full 
auto. Carefully researched and thoroughly tested for relia¬ 
bility, this conversion system works with outstanding ac¬ 
curacy and safety. 9x12,softcover, illus., photos, templates, 
88 pp. $12.G0 



DEAD CLIENTS DON'T PAY 
The Bodyguard's Manual 

by Leroy Thompson 
Now. learn the business of body- 
guarding like it really is! Topics in¬ 
clude checking for aulo tampering, 
home and office security, weapons' 
selection, assessing the threats and 
more, illustrations detail car and 
grounds security. Here are the 
glamour, the guns, the facts of the 
trade. 5VS x 8'A. softcover, 120 pp. 

$10.00 



SURVIVAL POACHING 

by Ragnar Benson 
Tells the survivalist how to collect 
wild game under any circum¬ 
stances. using Indian secrets. 
Shows specific poaching methods 
for deer, elk, bear, moose, beaver, 
mink, muskrat, trout, salmon, grouse, 
pheasant, duck, and dozens more. 
Includes detailed plans for many 
traps, snares, deadfalls, etc. Truly a 
fascinating and useful selection. 
5V4 x 8Vi, hardcover, illus., 250 pp. 

$14.95 



NINJA DEATH TOUCH 

by Ashida Kim 

Here are the secrets of the unholy 
science that kilts with a wave of a 
hand! Certain Ninja practiced the 
Death Touch, a type of black 
medicine that destroys through 
manipulation of the body's nervous, 
circulatory and Chi systems. Learn 
Dim Hsueh, Dim Ching and the in¬ 
famous Dim Mak techniques. Illus¬ 
trated with step-by-step photos. 5V6 
x 8V*, softcover, illus., 104 pp. 

$10.00 


THE RUGER 1022 EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM 

Here is a conversion system you can bet your life on! Now 
you can transform your Ruger 1022 into a selective-fire, 
close-combat gun you can trust. With simple hand tools, 
you can build the parts that will convert your trusty Ruger 
1022 into a selective-fire weapon that can fire over 1,000 
rounds per minute on full auto—all without modifying the 
receiver or trigger housing in any way. Just drop in the 
conversion parts, and you’re ready for whatever—or 
whomever—comes. Over 60 explicit photos, machinist's 
drawings and full-scale templates accompany the de¬ 
tailed instruclions for making this conversion foolproof. 
9x12, softcover, illus., 96 pp. SI 2.00 


COMBAT 

SURVIVAL 


cotme no tits 


COMBAT SURVIVAL 

An extremely useful, compleleman- 
ual on physical and combat survi¬ 
val. training and tactics. Contains 
rare info on evading and silencing 
guard dogs, sabotage, intelligence 
gathering, survival navigation,primi¬ 
tive medicine, evasion and escape, 
animal traps and much more! 8V5 x 
11, softcover, illus., 160 pp. $14.95 


AN INFANTRYMAN'S GUIDE TO URBAN COMBAT 

Jungles of glass and steel, cities are the most dangerous of 
all terrains to fight a war—and the most likely. Here, in FM 
90-10-1. is the info that prepares police and military units Co 
meet—and beat—the ttireatof urban ccmbat This book is 
loaded with self-explaining illustrations showing the best 
tactical moves, accompanied by clear, concise directions. 
Topics include offensive operations, ccmbat support, how 
to attack and clear buildings, demolitions, urban combat 
skills and much more. 8V4 x 11, softcover, illus., 260 pp. 

$14.95 


OTHER FASCINATING TITLES 

UP YOURS! 

$12.95 

ESCRIMA SELF DEFENCE 

$10.00 

1 HATE YOUf. 

$12.95 

DRAGONS TOUCH., 

$10.00 

PRINCIPLES OF IMPROVISED 


WEAPONS OF THE STREET 

.$ 6.00 

EXPLOSIVE DEVICES . 

$12.00 

NO NEED TO DIE.. 

$10.00 

COMMANDO FIGHTING 


THE SURVIVAL RETREAT. 

$ 8.00 

TECHNIQUES 

$10.00 

REMINGTON 1100 EXOTIC 


EMPTY HAND. LOADED GUN: 


WEAPON SYSTEM. 

. $12.00 

THE ULTIMATE SYSTEM FOR 


SURVIVAL HOME MANUAL. 

$15.95 

CLOSE COMBAT. 

.$ 8.00 

U.S. ARMY 


GREAT SURVIVAL RESOURCE 


COUNTERTERRORISM 

$14.95 

BOOK 2 . 

$15.95 

CHINA’S NINJA 


BUSHCRAFT 

$10.00 

CONNECTION 

$16.95 
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DEBRIEF 

by Dale A. Dye, Executive Editor 


D ESPITE a frustrating lack of 
hard evidence, most Amer¬ 
icans — particularly American 
veterans — continue to believe 
some of their countrymen remain 
in communist hands in Southeast 
Asia. Activity at the dedication of a 
second memorial to the sacrifices 
of Vietnam Veterans in November 
of last year clearly indicates the 
good people of this nation are not 
about to allow the issue of Amer¬ 
ican POWs and MIAs to be buried 
in some bureaucratic bodybag. 

Political observers and commen¬ 
tators —those pundits who park on 
the shores of the Potomac and 
attempt to read our minds — are 
saying it’s all part of a “new conser¬ 
vatism” that’s sweeping through 
society. They point to 
the re-election of Pres¬ 
ident Reagan to prove 
their contention. 

Liberals who didn’t 
find themselves mede- 
vacked out of office in 
the elections say it’s 
all hype, and we 
should put the issue to 
rest. They point accus¬ 
ing fingers at Holly¬ 
wood and say movies 
such as “Uncommon 
Valor” and “Missing in 
Action” only serve to foster false 
hope. 

None of this rationalization 
washes well in the face of new re¬ 
velations about POWs from the 
man who spent longer as a prisoner 
— and left the Vietnamese military 
prison system later — than any 
other American who returned to 
U.S. soil. Former Marine Robert 
Garwood says he believes as many 
as 70 U.S. citizens remain in com¬ 
munist hands in Southeast Asia. 
We believe him. 

Garwood is hardly an un-im- 
peachable source. He was con¬ 
victed of collaboration with the 
enemy after fellow POWs testified 
at his trial concerning his activities 
while in communist hands. He has 
been indelibly branded an enemy 
sympathizer and tainted by remain¬ 



ing in Vietnam long after the other 
known prisoners were repatriated. 
But Garwood’s background actual¬ 
ly lends credence to his reports of 
other Americans being held by his 
former captors. 

The record reveals he was a trus¬ 
tee, a sort of model prisoner who 
was allowed access and freedom 
denied to other POWs. It was while 
employed in this capacity that he 
came across the other Americans 
who he claims are still imprisoned 
in Vietnam. He cites some names 
and places which jibe with informa¬ 
tion developed by U.S. officials in¬ 
vestigating the situation. And his 
own story has already produced as 
much profit as it’s likely to in the 
form of a biography. Garwood only 
stands to lose more 
face if he’s lying. 

The real question 
here is not the credi¬ 
bility of the witness. 
We should be asking 
ourselves — and our 
elected representa¬ 
tives — what this 
country intends to do 
about this new evi¬ 
dence. What sort of 
economic, diplomatic 
and world political 
pressure can we put on 
Vietnam to cough up our remaining 
POWs and MIAs — in good shape 
and in a hurry? 

It’s going to take some pressure 
from the bottom up in the form of 
letters, telegrams and phone calls 
demanding action or information 
on this new evidence. It’s going to 
take a renewed administration 
commitment to the clout of the 
Joint Casualty Resolution Center, 
which a year or two ago didn’t have 
enough money to pay phone bills or 
hire vehicles at its headquarters in 
Bangkok, Thailand. 

We’ve managed to erect a satis¬ 
factory national memorial to the 
men who died and those who came 
home from the war. Isn’t it about 
time we did something tangible for 
the ones who may still be fighting? 
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5 U.S. Military Fatigues 

Latest issue. Heavy-duty blend of 50/50 
cotton-nylon with special reinforcement In 
elbows, seat and knees. Jacket has 4 large 
cargo pockets. Pants have 2 slash pockets, 
2 rear pockets, 2 large cargo pockets on 
legs. Jacket: specify S (33-37), M (37-41:), 

L (41-45). XL (45-up) Pants: specify S (27-31), 
M (31-35), L (35-39), XL (39-43). Available in 
Woodland Camouflage (W) USMC Tiger- 
stripe (50/50 cotton-pofy) (T), DayDesert(D), 
*Q141( )0 Jacket Sale $24.95 

*0142( )0 Trousers $24.95 


1 Mitchell AR-50 Accessory 
Package 

Black space age nylon pistol grip and 
nickel-plated steel telescoping buttstock. 
Locks open and closed. Compact—26" 
overall when closed. Regular size open. 
Unique design grip will house original 10- 
round magazine. Ventilated forend covers 
50% of barrel and allows 
ing even with hot barrel. This amazing 
accessory also reduces the 
by approximately one-half pound. 
*242000 $69.95 


difference! 


3 Boy's Jungle Fatigue Suit 

Fantastic for rugged outdoor wear-and- 
tear or for hunting with Dad. Pants have 2 
front pockets, 2 back pockets with flaps, 
and 2 cargo pockets. Jacket has 2 breast 
pockets with flaps. Made of U.S. Military 
type twill. Sizes: 8,10,12,14,16. Jacket avail¬ 
able in Tigerstripe (T). Pants available in 
Tlgerstripe (T), and Black (S). Specify. 
*0157f )0 Jacket $14.95 

*0156( )0 Pants $16.95 

4 “Pineapple" Hand Grenade 

Completely inerts and harmless, but it 
looks like the real thing. Detachable firing 
lever. 

*1721G0 $6.95 


AR-7 50-rd. Mitchell Drum Mag. 

Designed for easy loading, reliable func¬ 
tioning and durability. Full 50 round 
capacity. Markings on the back keep you 
informed of remaining rounds. 

*193300 $29.95 

Mitchell 50rd Mag. for 10/22 Rifle 

*193000 $29.95 

2 Military Mag-Lite 

The world-famous Mag-Lite in olive drab 
green. Anodized aluminum case is acid 
and corrosion resistant. Light adjusts from 
strong spot to flood beam. Same rugged 
features as regular Mag-Lites except 
comes with a military style ring for attach¬ 
ing lanyard. Uses D-cell batteries. 

*3201G1 2-cell $19.95 

*3201G2 3-cell $21.95 


11 Genuine Viet Nam Jungle Hat 

Proven in the jungles of Viet Nam, extra- 
wide brim hat with a bandelero band 
protects you from the hot sun. 50/50 nylon- 
cotton is water repellent, cool. Perfect for 
hunting or boating. Specify: S (7); M (7 ft); 

L (7)4); XL (7%). 

*0127W0 Woodland Camo $11.95 

*0127G0 OD Green $11.95 


The very latest US Army issue field jacket 
made of 50/50 nyfon-cotton with gov't. 
Quarpel water repellency. Features a zip- 
in hood, heavy-duty front zipper plus snap 
closures, drawstrings at both the waist and 
cottom of the jacket—plus extra room in 
the shoulders for complete freedom of 
movement. Sizes: S, M, L, XL Sale 

# 0107GO O.D. Green $4*95 $39.95 
# 0107W0 Woodland Camo. $4&9$ $39.95 
GI M-65 Jacket liner 
Cold weather liner that turns the M-65 into 
an all weather jacket. Sizes: S, M, L, XL, 
*0107A0 
$19.95 


7 Little Black Box 

Automatically starts recorder when tele¬ 
phone Is picked up. Records entire con¬ 
versation on both sides. Then automatically 
stops recorder when phone is hung up! It 
can be attached anywhere along the line 
and plugs into ANY recorder and causes 
absolutely no interference or noise on the 
phone. MINIATURE! Only 2" x 2" x ft". 
Warning; this device Is not to be used for 
surveillance! 

Alligator clip hook-up 
*310101 $2fe9$ Sale $24.95 

Modular plug-in hook-up 
* 310102 
$££*5 Sale 


8 Folding Trench Knife 

The 3J4" stainless steel blade folds con¬ 
veniently into the unique 5" steel "knuckle 
buster" handle for protecllon and safety. 

Length open—8)4", 

*172010 Sale $9.95 

9 Parellex Fanny Pack 

For the hunter or military man. Roomy main 
cargo pocket with zipper flap. Approxi¬ 
mately 340 cu. in. of storage space. Plus, 
it has three large outside pockets designed 
to hold a AR-15/M-16 or Mini-14, 30 round 
clip. 1)4" wide waist belt features Fastex ’ 
buckle. Made ot polyurethane coated 
Cordura. Size: 7ft" x 3" x 15". 

*2922W0 Woodland Camo. $19.95 

*2922S0 Black $19.95 

10 The Gtiardfather™ Discreet, Effective 
Protection. Powerful spring-loaded hardened 4 Vi' 
steel shaft snaps open fn 1/25Qth sec., locks 
open, Knurled grip prevents slip¬ 
ping. Blued finish. 10)4” 
open. 5ft" closed. 

*173200 $29.95 


12 8-Shot Tear Gas Revolver 

Fires 8 .22 caiiber tear gas or blanks in seconds. 
*260110 Blue $ 9.95 

*260120 Chrome $10.95 

13 .22 Caliber Tear Gas Automatic 

Fires 6-.22 caliber tear gas or blanks as 

fast as you can pull the trigger. 

*260510 Blue $10.95 

*260520 Chrome $11.95 

*260202 Cartridges. (10) $2.95 

*260204 Blanks (100) $3.95 


FOR FAST DELIVERY- CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-323-3233 
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14 The Bionic Ear 

Extremely sensitive pointable, electronic 
listening device the size of a flashlight. 
Amplifies sounds and passes them on to 
the user through stereo headphones 
which are included. It is used extensively 
by hunters, bird watchers, security and 
law enforcement personnel. The Bionic 
Ear can hear a whisper at 100 yards, feet 
scuttling in a warehouse at 200 feet or 
more. It can hear a car door shutting at 
5 blocks and a coon dog on the trail up 
to 2 miles away. Uses a 9 volt battery. 
Warning: this device is not intended as 
an eavesdropping device. 

*310300 $69.95 


SATISFACTION 
GUARANTEED OR 
YOUR MONEY 
BACK! 


15 

WW I Trench Knife 

An exact reproduction of the famous World 
War I trench knife. It has the "Knuckle 
Buster" grip, a double edged 6" polished 
blade and a solid brass handle. This is 
truly a collectors Item. Overall length 11". 
*171910 $19.95 

16 Individual Equipment 
Camouflage Face Paint *363101 $1.25 
Gl Flashlight *3614G0 $5.95 

Gl Sunburn Cream *362700 $1.00 

Gl Water Purification Tablet *362200 $1.00 
Gl LSA Weapons Oil *362800 $2.00 

Gl Aluminum Canteen *361700 $2.95 

Gl Plastic Canteen *3619G0 $1.95 

Gl Stainless Cup *361600 $11.95 

Gl Canteen Cover *3610GO $6.95 


17 Camouflage Hanger Vest 

This new vest has a pocket for everything. 
Back pockets, front pockets, side pockets, 
bellows pockets, hidden pockets, a total 
of eight. Woodland Camouflage cotton 
blend with shirt-tail sides, and hide-away 
hood in collar. A rugged action vest that is 
also good looking and functional Sizes: 

S. M.L. XL. *014SC0 $39.95 


22 USAF N-2B Flyer’s ShortFarka 

Current issue Air Force issue cold weather 
jacket. Adjustable fur-trimmed hood, 
knitted wrisllets end waistband. Storm flap 
secured by zipper and buttons. 2 outer and 
2 inner stash pockets with snaps plus zipper 
cigarette pocket on left sfeeve, 100% nylon 
outershell with extra warm 100% polyester 
fiber fill. Sizes: S,M,L, XL 
*012100 Sate $69.95 


Steiner 8 x 30 
Combat Binoculars 

One of the world's most 
versatile binoculars. 
Designed lor field use and jungle combat. 
From rolling waves to the bumpy ride of an 
all-terrain vehicle. Rugged rubber armor¬ 
ing lens cap and strap. Multi-coated 
optics. Magnification: 8x, Field of view: 

426 ft./IOOO yds. Weighs only 17 ozs. 2.2" x 
4.6" x 6,8". 

5 Sale $129.95 


23 

USAF L-2B 
Flight Jacket 

Official Air 
Force lightzone 
(Lightweight 
issue). Sage Green with International 
Orange lining 100% polyester with knit 
collar, cuffs and waistband. 2 inner and 2 
outer pockets plus zipper cigorette pocket 
on left sleeve. Sizes: S, M,IL, XL. 

*012900 $39.95 

USAF MA-1 Flyer's Jacket 

Same as L2-B but with 100% polyester bat¬ 
ting lining for warmth in ail but coldest 
weather. No epaulets. SageGreen-Orange 
lining. Sizes: S, M, L, XL. 

*0134G 0 $4£»95 Sale $39.95 


21 

Mini-14 Pistol 
Grip Stock 

Made of DuPont Zyter ST-001, the toughest 
plastic made, used for military rifles. Stock 
has an offhand shooting notch and a 1" 
rubber recoil pad. The ultimate Mini-14 
stock. Fits 181,1B2 and later models. 
*400200 $49.95 


Ordering information! To order by mail, use 
coupon or separate sheet. Mail payment or 
credit card information. For qusstiens or 
information call 1-312-766*1150. To order 
by phone use credit card number. Call 
1*800*323*3233. Have all information 
ready. MINIMUM ORDER $10.00. 


19 British Commando Knife 

This is the famed Sykes-Fairbairn knife 
made in Sheffield, England. Originally 
designed for the British Commandos in 
WW II. 6" double edge razor sharp blade 
delivers instant death. Complete with 
black leather sheath. 

*170300 $24.95 


18 Lifeknife Commando 

The best survival knife fhere is. Razor-sharp 
6" blade construcfed from 440C stainless 
stee' heat treated to RH57-58, Aircraft alumi¬ 
num hollow handle is waterproof and con¬ 
tains wire saw, matches, survival fish hooks, 
assorted split shot, 20 ft, of 101b. test line, 6 ft. 
snore utility wire; needles; sutures. Black 
leather belt sheath, thongs and sharpening 
stone. A jeweled compass built into the cap. 
12" overall. 

*1722S0 _ $49.95 

The Black Book Of Dirty Tricks. “Improvised 
Munitions Handbook" is the most sought 
after here-to-fore impossible to obtain Army 
Manual. Includes revealing chapters on: 
Mines &. Grenades, Small Aims Weapons & 
Ammo, Mortars 8 l Rockets. Incendiary De¬ 
vices, Fuses, Ignition 8 l Delay Mechanisms. 
Plus how to manufacture Rocket Launch¬ 
ers, Pistols, Shotguns, and Recoilless Rifles 
from easy to obtain materials and much, 
much more! New expanded edition! 
Limited Number available! ORDER NOW! 
-BB_ $10.00 


Clips & Magazines 

Pachmayr Stainless Steel -45 Magazine. 

The mosl precisefy manufactuied, fastest 
action clip you’ll ever own. Has custom 
rounded follower and combat bumper. 
*193110 $19.95 

Browning Hi-Power 9mm Mag. 13 shot. 
*191620 $45-00 

AR-15/M-16.30-shot Magazine. 

*191220 $7.95 

M-1 Carbine. 30-shot Magazine Blue Steel. 
*190420 $5.00 

Uzi 9mm. 32-shot Magazine. 

*192620 $14.95 

20-shot Blue Magazine for Mini-14 1 
*190720 $9.95 

30-shot Blue Magazine for Mini-14 
*190820 $12.95 

40-shot Blue Magazine for Mini-14*. 
*191020 $24.95 

20-shot Stainless Magazine for Minl-14*. 
*220600 $14.95 

30-shot Stainless Magazine for Mini-14* 
*220601 $24.95 

40-shot Stainless Magazine tor Mini-14*. 
*220602 $29.95 


0 Dept. 415 1285 MARK STREET 


□ CHECK ENCL0SE0 □ MONEY ORDER 
__ CHARGE MY: □ MSTERCARD □ VISA 

- a AMERICAN EXPRESS □ DINFRS CLUB 

* x r\& ^ *5, FXP MTf•_■ 


CREDIT 
CARD ND. 


OTY. 

NUMBER 

DESCRIFTiON/SIZE/COi-Ofl 

PRICE 













gk 





SUB TOTAL 
SHIPPING/ 
HAN0LING . 

TAX 


$3.50 


TOTAL 


NAME. 


- -- - 


I 


ADDRESS. 


CITY. 


-STATE. 


-2IP. 


No item is intended for sale in those areas where prohibited by law. Local restrictions and regulations may limit or prohibit the purchase, carrying or use of certain items 
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M arxists 

IN MEXICO... 

Sirs: 

SOF is an excellent 
source for information 
... in assessing the 
advance of communism 
in the world. I read with 
interest the recent article 
“Red Tide at Cancun; 
Mexico’s Misguided 
Military” (SOF — De¬ 
cember ’84). The in¬ 
formation is accurate ex¬ 
cept for one thing. 
“Mexico is effectively a 
one-party state,” as 
SOF reported. Howev¬ 
er, it is not “by every 
test a democratic coun¬ 
try.” Mexico is indeed 
the target for communist 
takeover. But as a 
citizen I cannot agree 
that it is coming from 
Central America. The 
danger is from within. 
That one party that con¬ 
trols Mexico has been 
communist since its birth 
in 1917, but only now 
has its real objective 
been clarified. Genera¬ 
tions are being indoc¬ 
trinated in our schools 
to choose communism 
ak the best form of gov¬ 
ernment. The economic 
and moral support Mex¬ 
ico is giving Cuba and 
Nicaragua is incredible. I 
find quite alarming ... 
a deep belief that Mex¬ 
ico is a democratic 
country. Nothing could 
be further from the 
truth. The communists 
are in your yard already 
and you don’t even 
know it. The Mexican 
government is a totalita¬ 
rian socialist regime. 
There are patriots in 
Mexico willing to expell 
communism and I am 
one of them. 

Name Withheld 
Chihuahua, 
Mexico 

SOF is happy to learn 
that there are informed, 
concerned citizens in 
Mexico who realize 
what’s going on in that 
country. Look for more 
of our continuing ccfvefr 
age of the situation in 
Mexico. And thank you 
for your observations. 



FLAK 


K OKALIS 

UNDER FIRE... 

Sirs: 

Kindly tell Mr. Peter Kokalis to bug off. I re¬ 
spect any man’s opinion who has respect for 
other people’s judgments, even if those opinions 
differ. Peter lacks this facet. I am one of those 
“big-bore looney tunes” that Kokalis loves to 
thumb his nose at with no chance of redress. 

Until the time that Kokalis drops the “my word 
on military small arms is all-seeing, all-knowing 
and infallible” posture, the man gets nothing but 
contempt from me as far as his weapons exper¬ 
tise is concerned. Otherwise, you folks have a 
great magazine. Keep it coming. 

M.R. Andrew 
Amarillo, Texas 

SOF appreciates your comments and is glad to 
give you a shot at redress in its Flak column. Mr. 
Kokalis stands by his guns, however ; despite 
your opinions. The debate over the best caliber 
of weapon will never be settled, as everyone has 
their own preferences and reasons for those pre¬ 
ferences. SOF stands by Mr. Kokalis as one of 
the best gun writers in print today. We are proud 
to have him. 


K aren 

protest. .. 

Sirs: 

Your foreign correspondent, Jim Coyne, is full 
of it when he spreads lies in your magazine that 
the Karen Freedom Fighters are finished. I’m a 
Karen and buy your magazine every month. I 
know Jim Coyne because one of our friends 
brought him to us. Coyne did not want to go 
into the front lines with us. He just asked a lot of 
questions that never appeared in the magazine. 
Why? We hope you are going to print this letter 
because we believe that SOF’s people are not all 
like Jim Coyne. I sign for all the KNLA people 
who have already died and for those who are 
still fighting and dying for the freedom of all 
Karens and other groups against the Burma 
socialist government. 

A Karen Fighter 
Bangkok, Thailand 

It’s good to know that the Karen read what 
SOF has to say. We regret the confusion caused 
by our story. At the time it was written, the 
Karen had their backs against the wall. The 
ethnic armies have survived the latest govern¬ 
ment offensive , but the Karen are not winning 
the war. But as Mao said, if the government isn’t 
winning, it’s losing. Our hopes are with the 
Karen and their allies in the fight against Bur¬ 
mese tyranny. 


M ore anger 

OVER AK AD... 

Sirs: 

I have been a reader of your 
magazine since the first issue and 
have always come down squarely on 
your side. I must, however, take ex¬ 
ception to your reply to Mr. J. Car¬ 
ter’s letter in the December 1984 
issue ... (that) espouse a hatred for 
communism and then “consider it a 
service” to indirectly support their 
cause by accepting advertising for 
their products. You are helping sell 
the rope they will hang us with. 

R.S. Reynolds 
Louisiana 

I read your answer to the 
“Flagrant Fonda” letter (SOF — 
November ’84) with great interest 
and agreement. I then turned to the 
ad on the inside front cover. Where 
in hell do you suppose the revenues 
from the sale of those ChiCom 
AK-47s are going? SOF can’t be that 
hard up for advertising bucks. Get 
those pinko ads the hell out of OUR 
magazine! 

T.M. Hade 
Santa Clara, Calif. 

I have been reading your maga¬ 
zine for the last six years that 1 have 
been in the U.S. Navy and I am up¬ 
set to see an ad from this source. 
How many of your staff or readers 
carry a little bit of “China North In¬ 
dustries” around in their bodies? 
Jonathan W. Hull 
Address Withheld 

The adds for the ChiCom AKS 
and SKS do not belong in SOF. 

Let’s practice what we preach guys. 
James F. Chrobot 
Albuquerque, N.M. 

SOF is the last place you’d expect 
to see aid and comfort to the 
enemy, nor did we intend or con¬ 
strue running the Clayco AKS ad as 
such. Our staff — including the Viet¬ 
nam vets — saw nothing wrong with 
allowing Clayco to sell a superior 
weapon at a highly competitive 
price. But the sale of Chinese AKs 
through SOF ads has brought 
enough flak (about 20 letters) that 
we are withdrawing the ad to avoid 
unnecessarily offending sensitive 
readers. 
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WELCOME THE NEW YEAR 

WITH A BANGI 


NEW MILITARY 
CLOTHING AND HATS 


If not certain about size, send measurements. 

□ BRITISH ARMY TYPE COMBAT SWEATER J19.95 
Reinforced shoulders & elbows, available in 

O.D. Green or Black. S, M, L or XL. 100% 
washable acrylic. No Itching 

□ ORIGINAL G.L 5 BUTTON SWEATER $19.95 
100% Acrylic in O.D. or B lack. S, M, Lor XL. 

□ O.D GREEN RIP-STOP 100% COTTON $26.95 ea 
JUNGLE FATIGUES PANTS OR JACKETS ONLY 

THE FOLLOWING FATIGUES are reinforced at all 
stress points —knees, backside, elbows, etc. Made 
of heavy duty construction. 50% cotton/50% nylon. 
Jackets have 4 pockets, pants have 6 pockets with 
adjustable waist straps, belt loops and ankle draw 
strings. 

□ DAY DESERT CAMOUFLAGE $49,95/set 

FATIGUES Latest Issue. FSN 8415-01-102-6766 

S, M. L. add $4.00 for XL. GOV'T ISSUE 

□ DAY DESERT PANTS or JACKET ONLY $28.95 ea 
S. M. L, add S2.00 for XL 

□ WOODLAND CAMOUFLAGE $44.0Q/set 

FATIGUES Latest Issue. FSN 8415-01-084-1647 

S, M. L, add S4.00 for XL 

□ WOODLAND CAMOUFLAGE $28.95 ea 

PANTS or JACKET S, M, !_ add $2.00 for XL 



□ MA-1 U.S.A.F FLYING JACKET $44.95 

Nylon Shell w/reversible international orange 
lining. Two inner & two outer pockets, zipped 
pocket & pen holders on left sleeve Knit col¬ 
lar, cuffs & waistband. Specify black or sage 
green FSN 1615-522-6014 Sizes XS. S. M. L. 

add S5 00 for XL 

□ L2B LIGHTZONE XS, S, M, L XL S44.95 

FLYING JACKETS [LIGHTWEIGHT) Fully reversible. 
Knit,collar, cuffs and waistband. NYLON shell, 

FSN 84I5-00-B17-0598. Epaulets on shoulder 


□ M-65 FIELD JACKET, ORIGINAL G.L, $44.95 
O.D GREEN WOODLAND OR DESERT TAN 


Don't confuse w/older types. Latest G.l. issue 
nylon/cotton construction and quarpel water 
repellent [only available to U.S. Govt.) All jack¬ 
ets have hideaway zipper hood. FSN 8415- 


GO-782-2939. XS. S, M. L, 
add $5.00 for XL 
G "BOONIES" ORIGINAL G.l. 

CAMO JUNGLE HAT 
With large brass screen vents. Specify. Wood 
land. Day Desert, O.D Green or USMC Camo 
rip-stop. Sizes; 7. 7Va. 7Vi. 7 3 A 


*11.95 


COMBAT KNIVES & BAYONETS 

□ ORIGINAL U.S. M 1943 MACHETE $13.00 

new with scabbard. 18" blade 

□ USMC COMBAT KNIFE $22.00 

Parkerized 7" blade original G.l. 

with leather sheath. New Made by Ontario Knife 



□ U.S. AIRFORCE ISSUE PILOT SURVIVAL $19.50 
KNIFE. NEW Complete with sharpening 

stone & leather scabbard. 5" blade 

□ COLTM7 AR15/M16 BAYONET $29.95 

& M8A1 SCABBARD 

Blade length 6." belt attach., sure-grip handle 
with COLT markings 


INTRODUCING 


"MISS SHERWOOD 1985" 



$4.00 Ea. plus .750 postage. 


(Sorry No autographed copies left). 
Poster measures 16M>" * 23V2" 

THIS MONTHS SPECIAL 

□ KHAKI WATCH by HAMILTON 

Water resistant, shock resistant. 2 nylon web 
bands olive & khaki, and a one year mfg. warranty. 

□ NEW Quartz model w/calendar also available 

for ONLY $69.00 Retail $79.95 SAVE $10.95 

UNIQUE ACCESSORIES 

For the Outdoorsman 

□ MILITARY STYLE GUN CARRYING CASES 
Heavy Duty, water repellent, mildew resistant. 



□ Ml GARAND, M-14/Ml A, FN FAL $29.95 


46" length 

□ COLT AR15, HK 91/93 44" length $26.95 

□ CAR15, AR180, 36" length $24.95 

□ MINI 14, MI CARBINE, $21.95 

REM 870 42" length 

□ UZI, MAC’S, MP-5, 2B" length $22.50 

D COLT GOVT MODEL or COMBAT COMMD. 9.95 

□ SLEEPING BAGS, BRAND NEW. $59.95 

1983 ISSUE I4°F to 45°F 

Gl Ml949 mountain sleeping bags, summer 
weight. 100% feather filled. FSN 8465-7855 

□ SLEEPING BAG COVERS $14.00 

□ MI911/A1 .45 AUTO, FIELD 
MAINTENANCE KIT 

Genuine G.L carrying case 6 Vi "x 2W' con¬ 
tains eight parts most commonly needed to 
keep your .45 shooting. Firing pin. extractor, 
magazine, firing pin spring, ejector, sear spring, 
recoil spring & combo tool Moisture resistant 
packaged & attaches to web gear. $24.95 

GUN BOOKS & MILITARY MANUALS 

□ JUNGLE OPERATIONS FM-31-35 $5.95 

114 PGS. Complete manual for tactical 
operations in jungle areas, illustrated. 

□ U.S. RIFLE M14, R. BLAKE STEVENS $34.95 
340 PGS. HARDCOVER, illustrated. 

Covers complete evolution of M-14 
from initial M-l Garand modifications 
to the specialized M-21 sniper rifles. 

□ SPECIAL FORCES OPERATIONS FM-31-21 $5.00 
227 PGS. Complete field manual, illustrated. 

□ SWAT TEAM MANUAL FM-1698. $12.00 

134 PGS. Operational procedures, tactics 

and theories for SWAT operations. Illustrated. 


□ VIET CONG BOOBYTRAPS, MINES AND $8.00 
MINE WARFARE TECHNIQUES. Illustrated 
Pub. by Department of the Army. TC5-31 69 Pgs. 

SCOPES & MOUNTS 


□ COLT AR15/M 16 MOUNT WITH $54.95 

BUSHNELL 4X SCOPE Rings Included 



□ AR15/MI6 MOUNT WITH BUSHNELL $67.95 
3X9 VARIABLE SCOPE Rings Included 

□ ORIGINAL COLT ARI5/MI6 3 X 20 $129.95 

SCOPE. NEW Installs in Seconds 

PACKS & WEB GEAR 

□ U.S. ARMY LC-1 (ALICE PACK) $59.95 

Brand new G.l. back pack designed to carry 
loads up to 50 lbs. Complete with shoulder 
straps, quick release buckles & attachment 
loops for carrying extra equipment. Water 
repellent, rip stop nylon, O.D. green 

□ MECHANICS TOOL BAG $18.95 

O.D canvas, masonite bottom, web handle. 

8 small inside pockets, 2 large outside divided 
pockets, brass zipper FSN 5140-00-324-4306 
dimen. 11"L x 6"W x 7"H. 

□ TANKERS TOOL BAG, U.S. ARMY ISSUE $19.95 
Heavy duck canvas, O.D. green tool bag. Con¬ 
cealed H.D. zipper and web carrying handles, 
dimen. 20"L x 6"W x !0"H. 

□ COMPLETE LC-1 NYLON COMBAT—-^.$42-80 
HARNESS ASSEMBLY 

Save S10.00, outfit includes: I pair adjustable 
LC-I suspenders, 1 canteen with cover, 2 MI6 
pouches (hold 3-30 rd. mags, each), 1 pistol 
belt. ! neoprene intrenching tool carrier and 
I first aid dressing/compass case. 

□ LC-2 NYLON PISTOL BELT WITH LATEST $11.95 
"SILENT" QUICK RELEASE BUCKLE BlackorO.D. 

CATALOG 

Everything is here, hard to find parts, accessories & 
gear. Please send a dollar (Refundable on first order) 
lo cover our postage & handling. Catalog is free 
with order. 

ORDERING 

Minimum order is S10. All major credit cards, checks & 
money orders are accepted. Please write credit card in¬ 
formation down with signature and exp. date along 
with order on another sheet or xerox and use these 
pages as your order form. Be sure to include the proper 
shipping, insurance & handling charges [see chart be¬ 
low). Calif, residents add 6 ! /z% sales tax. If you're not 
sure about sizes send your measurements. Thank you! 

SHIPPING, HANDLING & INSURANCE 
AMOUNT SEND AMOUNT SEND 

Up to $15.00. ... S2.50 $76.00 to $99.00. 6.00 

$15.00 to $30.00... 3.00 SI00.00 to $150.00 7.50 

S31.00 to $49.00. 4.00 $ 151.00 to $200.00 8.50 

$50.00 to S75.00. 5.00 

Shipping on orders $201.00 or more, and all foreign 
orders will be handled on a case-by-case basis. Toll Free 
for credit card orders only outside California. Calif, 
residents or for info, call 818-349-7600 
Send to: Sherwood International 
18714 Parthenra St, 5F? Northridge, California 91324 

SHERWOOD 

International Export Corporation 

800423-5237 
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Make Money! 
Have Fun! 


LEARN GUN REPAIR 



GUIDES loots, 
cvet Vlh»nsj 


Start 

When you become a Ynur Awn 

Gun Pro Trainee at >OUr WWn 

North American... Home 

WE SHOW YOU Business 

HOWTO APPLY 
FOR A FEDERAL FIREARMS LICENSE! 

If you qualify otherwise, you may ob¬ 
tain a Federal License to buy and sell 
guns, ammunition and accessories 
without inventory .. .while you are still 
a student at North American. 

This means you can begin making 
extra cash almost immediately- 
ordering guns for others on 
a cost-plus basis. It also 
helps you get started 
toward a business of 
your own .. .if that 
is what you want 
after you 


graduate. 


at Home in Spare Time 

No Previous 
Experience Needed — 

We Teach You Everything! 

BE A “GUN PRO”— 
the man other men respect 
when it comes to funs. 


Think of 

the Career Possibilities 

Counseling gun buyers as a 
salesman in a gun shop, sport¬ 
ing goods store or discount 
house. Managing a game farm, 
shooting club or range. You may 
even start your own business 
—selling guns or repairing 
them. 

It’s an exciting and satisfying 
life for the man who loves 
guns. It can be your life.. .if you 
act now! 


You get it all! How to buy and sell 
guns.. .customize, repair and accurize 
them .fit and finish stocks.. do 
handloading... zero-in scopes .under¬ 
stand ballistics, .restore antique 
firearms. . .use black powder 
weapons. .. import guns. . adjust 
chokes . . and answer every question about 
almost anything in the field of guns, am¬ 
munition or shooting! 

Because you study at home, you can go as 
fast as you want. . or take it as easy as you 
wish. Set your own pace. Finish the course 
in months.. .or take up to two years. 
Graduation from this course does not insure 
that you will get a job. To find out how our 
graduates have done, send for survey show¬ 
ing employment success of our graduates. 
When you complete the course, you will be 
awarded a handsome Diploma that pro¬ 
claims you a “GUN PRO”. It's suitable for 
framing, and you can proudly display it in 
your own shop or wherever you work. 

Write for FREE 
GUN PRO BROCHURE 

This big brochure is packed with informa¬ 
tion about the future that can be yours in 
the gun business. It tells how you can train 
at home for a rewarding career that offers 
more fun than any other job you can 
imagine. 

WRITE TODAY.. .No Obligation 
North American School of Firearms, 

925 Oak Street, Dept. RS015, Scranton, PA 18508 




ac 1 




V\0>N 


The men you shoot with will scarcely 
believe their eyes when they witness your 
sensationally improved shooting accuracy. 
(You may even have trouble believing it 
yourself!) It seems like a miracle—yet, it’s 
part of your training on the way to becom¬ 
ing a gun pro. The way you do it is the sim¬ 
ple application of revealing new information 
concerning ballistics that is explained with 
a simple, easy-to-understand chart that ac¬ 
companies your first lesson. And this is just 
one example of the dozens of inside tips 
and gun secrets that will be revealed to you 
as you progress through this exciting 
course. 


Mail Postage-Paid 
Reply Card for Free 
Brochure no cost... 

No Obligation.. 
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C LOTHING 
SOURCE... 

Sirs: 

Attention, military readers. Base laundry facili¬ 
ties often maintain a rack of abandoned clothing 
that can usually be purchased for the cost of the 
laundry service. This is an excellent source for 
good used fatigues for Nicaraguan freedom fight¬ 
ers. I’ve already acquired two cotton fatigue 
shirts for only 80 cents each. Please pass on the 
enclosed $10 to the Nicaraguan Defense Fund. 

S. King 
Dayton, Ohio 

Thanks for the tip. SOF hopes all our military 
readers will take advantage of this source for 
badly needed clothing to help our brothers fight¬ 
ing communist oppression in Central America. 




CALL THIS 

"READY K* INSPECTION, - 




A nd from 

, THE FAR NORTH... 

Sirs: 

I’m totally baffled as to how so many Amer¬ 
icans and especially your Congress can’t see that 
the communists are starting to kick in your back 
door. Canada now has a more conservative gov¬ 
ernment that I feel will try to fill its role in NATO. 
The liberals and [former Canadian Prime Minis¬ 
ter Pierre] Trudeau praised socialism and 
cheered the communists. I really like SOF. Its 
good write-ups on firearms and its columns are' 
always dam good. 

Robert E. Smith 
British Columbia, Canada 

It's always a pleasure to learn that our loyal 
readers North of the border are willing to take 
the time to let us know what they think of SOF. 

It means a lot to us. SOF is also pleased with the 
results of the latest elections in Canada and feels 
confident that the country is headed toward a 
more conservative, sensitive bent, not only in 
domestic decisions, but in the area of foreign 
policy. 


B ren 
bitch. ., 

Sirs: 

I have never felt as 
dissatisfied with a gun 
manufacturer as I am 
now. I am writing as a 
service to potential Bren 
10 purchasers. On 10 
October 1982, I placed 
an order along with a 
check for $495 for a 
Bren 10. After 17 
months and numerous 
delays the pistol was de¬ 
livered without maga¬ 
zines in a paper bag 
without the .45 conver¬ 
sion kit. Now, 24 
months after payment 
and seven months after 
delivery of the pistol, 
the magazines are still 
undelivered. [The fac¬ 
tory rep] refuses to 
answer calls. His secret¬ 
ary has become rather 
rude and is always 
vague when explaining 
difficulties. Greed and 
incompetence appear to 
be the bottom line here, 
people. I am surprised 
that Jeff Cooper lent his 
name to this product. 
But then I bet he has 
magazines for his Bren. 
Anthony M. 
Raper 

Fayetteville, N.C. 

Thanks for bringing 
the situation regarding 
Bren 10 magazines to 
everyone's attention. It 
was a topic of some he¬ 
ated discussion recehtly 
when SOF staffers were 
in Phoenix, Arizfiring 
machine guns with our 
automatic weapons edi¬ 
tor , Peter Kokalis. 
Obviously a lot of gun 
owners are upset over 
the Bren 10 magazine 
situation. SOF is keep¬ 
ing track of the problem 
and may well have to 
do some in-depth re¬ 
porting on the problem 
in the near future if it is 
not corrected. In the 
meantime, we are press¬ 
ing urgently for a solu¬ 
tion. 


C ENTRAL 

AMERICA... 

Sirs: 

1 offer my deepest thanks for your 
editorial De-Brief in the December 
1984 edition of SOF regarding Dana 
Parker. Dana was a friend. He was a 
professional law enforcement officer 
and a soldier. He had seen the bat¬ 
tles on our streets. He had seen the 
battle at Khe Sanh and he had the 
vision to see what is happening in 
Central America. Dana acted on his 
beliefs — no matter the cost 
John C. Park 
Elkton, Tenn. 

Recently, a couple of Americans 
were killed in Nicaragua. The gov¬ 
ernment indicated it was going to in¬ 
vestigate private sector military 
groups working in Central America. 

It is a shame to put those two pa¬ 
triots in the same sentence with a 
traitor, but why was Jane Fonda 
never investigated? Our government 
probably will try to prosecute these 
people, especially since they are not 
celebrities. Maybe we should tear 
down all the statues of Von 
Steuben, Kosciusko and Lafayette. 
Master Sgt. Darwin Stamper 
Fort Bliss, Texas 

Dana Parker and Jim Powell were 
killed in a 1 Sept 1984 helicopter 
crash while working in Central 
America for the Civilian Military 
Assistance group. The complete 
story of that tragedy was presented 
in the January edition of SOF 
(“CMA in Central America: The Pri¬ 
vate Sector Suffers Two K1A”). 



ORE 

PLAUDITS... 


Sirs: 

I find your magazine among the 
best. Your articles on Central Amer¬ 
ica are truly excellent. Your 
approach in obtaining and present¬ 
ing information is an example for all. 
Keep up the good work. 

Master Corporal John R. 

Webber 

Canadian Armed Forces 


It was interesting* to see that the 
Piranhas have finally graced the 
pages of SOF. J$OF — December 
1984, ‘ ‘Patralfiriji idot Wa ter’ ’) This 
unit along with, hd? fcouriterpart in 
Honduras hasjpnfecf the jnajority of 
the gun and supj31j? runners out of 
the Gulf of Fonseca and intd the 

Continued on page 99 
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Tomorrow’s Armor ... NOW! 


The. limitless flexibility of THE SYSTEM, 
Silent Partner's unique modular approach 
to body armor, creates a whole new dimen¬ 
sion for the term "high tech". To give it a 
name — TEC ll-A — Tropical Enhanced Cov¬ 
erage Armor, Level ll-A. 

TEC ll-A combines the 
advantage of extra cov¬ 
erage provided by our 
16.5-lnch-wide Enhanced 
Coverage front armor 
panel with the unsur¬ 
passed comfort of our 
cool, lightweight Tropi¬ 
cal mesh carrier. A Sin¬ 
gle Wide back panel is 
included, naturally. 

With TEC ll-A ballistic performance rated 
at NILECJ Level ll-A to handle standard ve¬ 
locity 9mm and .357 rounds, the only other 
thing a department or officer could ask for 
Is an eminently affordable price. We thought 
of that, too. TEC ll-A is only $219.85. 

TEC ll-A . . , yet another facet of THE 
SYSTEM,' Performance by design — only from 
Silent Partner. 



For dealer and technical info call (504)366-4851 


MAIL TO: 

SILENT PARTNER, INC. 

612-618 THIRD ST. 
GRETNA, LA 70053 


CREDIT CARD ORDERS 
CALL TOLL-FREE 
(outside LA) 

1 (800) 321-5741 


TEC ll-A ARMOR — 






ADVENTURE 
QUARTERMASTE 



Ballistic eye protection 

Chain mail veils and medieval-style 
faceplates protected some soldiers’ eyes 
from debris from HE artillery shells and 
fragments splattered from barriers hit by 
small arms fire. If they’d had Jones 
Carbonite lenses for glasses and 
goggles, doughboys would’ve been 
better protected, and they would’ve 
been able to see. 

SOF staffers have extensively tested 
Jones shooting glasses and goggles for 
the last year. From arctic and alpine 
conditions to the desert and the 
reloading room, they’ve proved tough, 
scratch-resistant, fog-resistant and 
comfortable. Jones’ claims are 
considerable, but we found both 
prescription and protective eyewear 
performed exactly as advertised. 

Most incredible, and most interesting 
to SOFers, is Carbonite’s capacity to 
deflect ballistic objects. And that doesn’t 
mean just wind-blown sand. Travellers 
Insurance tested the lens for insurability 
and found that the 3mm Carbonite lens 
would not break under the impact of a 
.38 Special bullet at 15 yards. Nobody 
in the office was mad enough to stand 
there and be shot at, but a test lens was 
mounted on a target, the distance 
paced off and the bullet fired. 



It was incredible. Scuffing and 
deformation were visible at the point of 
impact, but the lens had not broken. 
The bullet had not lodged and did not 
penetrate. 

Jones makes a large range of 
eyewear and other products, including 
windshields for race cars and what must 
be the world’s safest shooting glasses. 

All lenses are guaranteed against 
breakage. Shooting glasses start at $29, 
including ballistic nylon frames and 
Carbonite 360 lenses. Information and 
prices are available from the Jones 
Optical Company, Dept. SOF, P.O. 

Box 3096, Boulder, CO 80307. Phone; 
(303) 447-8727 or (800) 321-8300. 
Telex: 450860. 


Campers’ kitchen 

Hunters ate unusually well at the ‘84 
SOF deer and elk camp. Marvin Porter 
had come to cook and brought his 
portable camp kitchen. 

The Campers’ Kitchen is a 
21xl3xl3-inch brush-finished, 
piano-hinged aluminum box that 
unfolds to instantly provide a work 
surface, spice racks, paper towel rack, 
and tool- and towel-hanging hooks. 
Folded, it holds food and condiments, 
and a large inventory of included pots, 
pans, plates and flatware. It’s designed 
for six, but with the addition of a few 
plates and cups the kitchen got a hard 
week’s use from 15 hunters. 

The Camper’s Kitchen doesn’t 
include a stove, and it doesn’t cook, 
but it obviously helped Porter’s 
preparation of popular apple pies and 
peach cobblers. 

Prices for Campers’ Cupboards and 
Campers’ Kitchens range from $46.29 
to $111.59, and information is available 



from Pat Lynn’s Campers’ Supply, Inc., 
Dept SOF, 7630 Reindeer Trail, Box 
9, San Antonio TX 78238. Phone: 

(512) 680-5571. ^ 
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L Aostages have been taken 
and there’s only one way in. 
You know what’s expected of 
you. But when the green light 
comes, it’s the unexpected 
that you have to react to. 
Without error. That’s why 
you carry a firearm that 
doesn’t compromise: an MP5 
from Heckler & Koch. 

The MP5 family consists of 
extremely accurate, reliable, 
and durable 9inm submachine 
guns. They provide chc 
controlled firepower you need 
in critical urban situations, 
where over-penetration must 
be avoided. The delayed 
roller-locked bolt system 
reduces recoil to keep the 
rounds on target. Sophisti¬ 
cated, time-proven manufac¬ 
turing and strict quality 
control procedures at H&K 
give you the tactical edge 
when you need it most. 

The MP 5 provides the 
firepower and accuracy your 
special weapons team must 
have in a life Or death situa¬ 
tion. The choice is yours. You 
can use an ordinary weapon. 
Or leave nothing to chance, 
by carrying the most uncom¬ 
promising submachine gun in 
the world. An MP5.from 
Heckler & Koch. 

The following models of the MP5 
SMG are available: MP5 A2 with 
fixed stock; MP 5 A3 with 
retractable stock; MP.tSDL with 
stock, silenced; 


receiver cap, no 
MP 5 SD2 wich fixed him *rock. 
silenced; MP 5 SD3 with retractable 
stock, silenced; MF5K, ultra 
short, with receiver cap and 
assault grip. 


When lives are at stake, 
you leave nothing to chance 


For the name of your nearest H&K 
law enforcement representative, call 
toll-free: (800) 368-3658, in Virginia 
(800) 572-2247. Or write on 
your department letter¬ 
head to: Heckler & 
Koch Inc., Law Enforcement Division, 
14601 Lee Food, Chantilly, 
Virginia 22021. 


In a world of compromise, some men don’t 















A BCs OF 

RESEARCH... 

If you have a journalism 
or library science degree, 
you might want to contact 
ABC’s World News Tonight 
about jobs in the research 
department. They haven’t 
fired anybody yet, but if 
they had any sense they 
would. 

On 21 November 1984, 
ABC broadcast Scott 
Barnes’ claim that the CIA 
had hired him to kill 
Honolulu businessman 
Ronald Rewald. They 
apparently gave Barnes’ 
account some credence 
because there was no 
apparent reason for anyone 
to lie about such a thing — 
unless he had a history of 
misrepresenting the truth. 

Well, Scott Bames does 
have such a history. On 
page 32 of SOF’s 
POW/MIA issue we carried 
a debunking story of 
Barnes’ claims that he was 
hired to kill American 
agents in Laos, to have 
swum a nonexistent river 
on the dry-land 
Thai/Cambodia border, 
and too many other 
obvious fabrications to 
catalog here. 

Like other federal 
agencies, the CIA cannot 
sue for libel. But agency 
pressure apparently 
prompted ABC to air a 
well-disguised retraction. 
That wasn’t good enough 
for the Company and they 
took the unprecedented 
step of filing a formal 
complaint with the Federal 
Communications 
Commission requesting that 
broadcast licenses be lifted 
from ABC’s local affiliates. 

Ted Koppel of ABC 
News Nightline reportedly 
wouldn’t air Bames’ story, 
probably because he 
remembered meeting him 
in ‘82, when Bames’ 
stories were no less 
fantastic than his 1984 
fractured fairy tales. But the 
evening news directors 
took the bait. Maybe it was 
a slow news day. 


BULLETIN 
BOARD" 



R UGER 
COUP... 

Weapons usually scale down pretty well. It’s 
harder to scale them up directly. But, of course, 
if anybody could do it, it’s Bill Ruger’s team. 

The 5.56mm NATO Mini-14 has been reborn 
as the XGI in 7.62mm NATO (.308). The 
40-inch, 7.9-pound self-loader should be 
available in the near future, and work proceeds 
on a .243 Winchester variant. Sturm, Ruger and 
Co., Inc., Dept. SOF Southport, CT 06490. 
Projected retail price for the XGI is $425. 


C FC 

DONATIONS... 

Military people and Federal employees can 
support Refugee Relief International, Inc., (1105 
Balmora Drive, Lafayette, CO 80026, Federal 
Identification Number 74-2255573) by writing in 
RR1I as a recipient under the Combined Federal 
Campaign Donations program. Just jot down the 
number and designation on the standard form 
when the CFC campaign starts at your base or 
station. 

RR1I donors for December 1984 included: 
John Fredricks, Jeffrey L. Smith, Gary Novak, 
and an extremely generous anonymous donation 
made in memory of Mr. Harvey G. Meyer. 



Angolan guerrilla carries SOF foreign corres¬ 
pondent David Mills' Bergen on part of Mill's 
1000-mile, 53-day trek across Northern Angola. 
Watch for coverage of a nation at war from 
another place nobody but SOF goes, in April's 
Soldier of Fortune. Photo: David Mills 


COMMUNIST CONNIVING 
IN SOUTHEAST ASIA 

Everyone thinks insurgency in South¬ 
east Asia is communist inspired. 

It is. But that doesn't mean you can 
count on the communists to line up in 
neat rows of opposition against “U.$. 
Imperialism.’ 1 It’s often a problem pick¬ 
ing out who’s on which side. 

Ever since puny Vietnam stayed off 
the U.S. giant, the press has seen com¬ 
munist intervention in Asia as mono¬ 
lithic. It’s not. 

Even in the early 1960s the two major 
communist powers bickered over how 
Ho Chi Minh should run his little war. 
Now that’s all over and things are as 
.unstable as ever. China badly wants to 
dominate affairs in Southeast Asia and is 
putting pressure on Vietnam to pull out of 
Cambodia. But actions speak louder than 
words and until now, Peking has done 
little more than talk. 

In the past, China threw its weighty 
support behind the blood-stained Khmer 
Rouge. Understandably, the Cambodian 
people are a little leery about placing the 
ruler’s crown upon the head of the same 
monster that slaughtered millions be¬ 
tween 1975 and 1979. But for ideological 
reasons, Peking has chosen to virtually 
ignore the non-communist forces fight¬ 
ing Hanoi’s puppet government. The 
main non-communist, anti-Vietnamese 
group, the Khmer People’s National Li¬ 
beration Front (KPNLF), has received 
little more than lip service from any of the 
major powers. But now, as the KPNLF 
awaits another Vietnamese attack on 
their stronghold near the Thai border, 
they have something to look forward to. 

During an October 1984 visit to Pek¬ 
ing, Son Sann, the KPNLF’s leader, ex¬ 
tracted a promise of weapons for his be¬ 
leaguered troops —r the first sign of the 
new pragmatism that marks China’s 
Asian policy. 

Peking has turned around completely. 
They no longer support left-wing guerril¬ 
la movements anywhere in Southeast 
Asia. Instead, they have arms supply 
agreements with most of the non- 
communist governments in Southeast 
Asia. 

The most startling Chinese turnabout 
took place in Burma, Peking has decided 
to get out of the insurgency business there 
too. Their client in that revolt-wracked 
nation, the Burmese Communist Party 
(BCP), no longer enjoys Peking’s favor. 
Instead, China is cozying up to Burma’s 
socialist government; another sign that 
China has changed its strategic stride. 

Sound strange? Maybe. But don’t get 
the idea that Peking is leaning away from 
communism. It’s just that for the mo¬ 
ment, a respectable position in world di- 
. piomacy is more important than ideolo¬ 
gical purity. 

Dale Andrade 
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Ass«»HSy slemsge« r8s 

uhcPNWHSSS" 


••and tougher than 
the task you put it to! 


INTRODUCING 
our new and exciting 

“M.A.V.™ ” 

(Military All-Purpose Vehicle) 


ASSAULT! 

SYSTE1TIS 


When it comes to the quality of our Gun Cases, Holsters, 
Gear Bags and Accessories, we simply won’t tolerate 
inferior materials or poor workmanship! Because our 
standards are higher and less flexible than most, we can 
UNCONDITIONALLY GUARANTEE each product to be 
free of defects in materials and workmanship for as long 
as it is owned by the original purchaser. We know of no 
other manufacturer who dares to match this guarantee! 
Ask your retailer to show you Assault Systems’ Gear... or 
mail $1 for our 1985 40-page full color catalog.. .today! 


DEPT. SF-035 


869 HORAN DRIVE • ST. LOUIS. MO 63026-2478 • TOLL FREE ORDER LINE: 1-800-325-3049 • IN MISSOURI: 1-314-343-3575 TWX: 9107601429 
Distributed exclusively in Canada by Mllarm Co. Ltd., 10969-101 Street, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada T5H 2S9 • (403) 424-5281 
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P INEDALE 
VICTORY... 

In November of 1984, the citizens of Finedale, 
Wyo., overruled a town council proposal to ban 
the carrying of deadly weapons in establishments 
selling alcoholic beverages. SOF wishes to 
congratulate the people of Pinedale, and to 
thank the National Rifle Association (Dept. SOF, 
1600 Rhode Island Ave NW, Washington, D.C.) 
for helping alert Pinedale to this threat to their 
rights. We are especially grateful to Pinedale 
councilman and U.S. Navy vet Larry Beck for 
informing the NRA of the problem, and to field 
rep Maj. George Nyfeler (U.S. Army, Ret.) for 
representing the interests of NRA members in the 
town meeting which finally voted to kill the 
proposed ordinance. 

Don’t forget, the $15 NRA membership fee 
includes a subscription to your choice of NRA 
periodicals and contributes to the lobbying effort 
to protect your Second Amendment rights. 


W AR 

STORY... 

Former SOF contributing editor Jim Morris’ 
Vietnam saga, War Story has made the big time. 
Watch for it on newsstands next month in a Dell 
paperback edition for $3.95. Also watch for a 
review of this fine novel in a future issue of SOF. 
Congratulations, Jim. 



The latest diplomatic 
complaint out of the 
Russian puppets in the 
Kabul regime sounds like 
the Zodiac Killer's whine in 
Dirty Harry. “He tried to 
kill me!” They have 
accused the Pakistanis of 
shooting up a couple of 
Afghan choppers (probably 
Mi-8 Hips) near the border 
post of Barikot. 

Considering that several 
Pakistani villages along that 
border have been bombed 
and rocketed in the last 
couple of years, it’s not 
surprising that the 
Pakistanis are sensitive 
about aircraft on their 
border. But it is interesting 
that they are hitting back at 
all, since they already live 
under the implicit threat of 
Soviet retaliation or 
invasion for what the 
communists see as 
inadequate efforts to cut 
Freedom Fighters’ supply 
lines by controlling border 
crossings. 



Staffers Giang La Bang (left) and Alex 
McColl pause for the cameraman dur¬ 
ing preparation of another shipment 
of support material for SOF’s Free¬ 
dom Fighter’s funds. Contributions 
for Afghanistan, El Salvador or Nicar¬ 
agua may be sent c/o SOF, 5721 Ara¬ 
pahoe Ave., Boulder, CO 80303. 


A fghan 

COLLECTION... 

The following contributed to 
SOF’s Afghan Freedom Fighters 

Continued on page 79 



MiG-21 medicine? If the Sandinistas do get strategic-range aircraft and try El Salvador, maybe this will be the appropriate 
MilGroup response. Meanwhile, Golden Knights XO CPT Rex Forney has become what he calls “the ultimate air-launched, 
man-guided, manually-detonated anti-personnel weapon system.” Photo: SSG Gary Winkler, Army Parachute Team, Fort 
Bragg, N.C. 
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YOURS F 

WITH MEMBERSHI 

\ THE EYEWITNESS 
\ HISTORY OF THE 
\ VIETNAM WARt 
1961-1975 


mxm 

VIETNAM 


A DISTANT 

CHALLENGE 


theUS, 


Cooversotioiis 


ARMED 

FORCES 

SURVIVAL 

MANUAL 


The 
History! 
of the I 


TheEnemy 


The Stay of 
PFC Sctert Gamnod 

Wmstcn Gioctn 
and Durcarv Spencer 

0224 $16.95 


Discover what really happened in 

VIETNAM 


KEN 

FOLLETT 


0240 $18.95 


FIGHTING 

FIT 


Thehrcsl ftilanM Fort« 
Guide toPfcyrleil Ftaeu 
and Salf-Dtlomt 


0257 S18.95 *0299 $13 95 |0349 $7. 


0208 $17.95 0315 $17.95 0331 $15.95 


TKSCHWEWTWrr 
★ ★B16EMS8U86 

mxsm 


INSIDE TIIE 
GREEN BERETS 

Thr tint Thirty ton. 




PEACE 

WTTH 

HONOR 


3806 $15.95 *8821 $12.95 0091 $22.50 0166 $15.95 *0075 $17.75 


SMALL VlflT | 
ACnOKII R 

I 


0786 $14.95 3699 $15.95 0117 $16.95 3665 $18.S5 1073 $15.75 0133 $14.95 


HEROES 


ffit STORY 

US. NAVY'S 

*^*Mosr 
CELEBRATED 
CARRIER ^ 
FIGHTERS ft: 
PACIFIC WAR 

EDWIN R HOYT 


TARGET 

FLOESTI 


0620 $15.95 1099 $19.95 0109 $15.95 2485 $12.95 1388 $18.95 6379 $14.95 0018 $19.95 f0281 $9.95 


Tlv* Russian wimiki 
of the 

SECOND 
WORLD WAR 


AMBUSH 
AKD BIRD 


t8219 $7.95 0687 $16.95 3822 $15.95 1180 $14.50 f0356 Spec.ed. 0059 Spec, ed 


The End 
oftheLine, 

.THE 5335 CFKHESAfiH, 

Robert Pisor 


161 $12.50 9191 $14.95 


PLUS ANY3 BOOKS FOR 98 < MEMBERSHIP 


How the Club works: You’ll receive your 3 books for 98C (plus shipping 
and handling) and your free book and map after your application for mem¬ 
bership is accepted. We reserve the right to reject any application. However, 
once accepted as a member, if you are not satisfied, return the 3 books 
within 10 days at Club expense. Your membership will be cancelled and 
you’ll owe nothing. The tree book and map are yours to keep in any case. 
About every 4 weeks {14 times a year), you’ll receive, free, the Club’s 
magazine describing the coming Selection(s) and Alternates. In addition, 
up to 4 times a year you may receive offers of special Selections, always at 
discounts oft publishers’ prices. If you want the featured Selection(s), do 
nothing; it will be shipped to you automatically. If you want an Alternate, 
or no book at all, indicate your preference on the order form and return it by 
the date specified. That date allows you at least 10 days to decide. If you 
receive an unwanted Selection because you had less than 10 days, return 
it at Club expense and owe nothing. Once you’ve purchased just 4 books 
during your first 2 years of membership, you may continue to enjoy Club 
benefits or resign at any time. There is a shipping and handling charge 
on all books shipped. The Military Book Club offers its own complete 
hardbound editions, sometimes altered in size to fit special presses, 
saving you even more. 

f Softcover Explicit sex, violence and/or language. 


| Club editions save you up to 30Afr oft the publishers’ list prices quoted abov~ 


PLUS 

FULL-COLOR 
19"x 25" 
VIETNAM MAP 

FREE 

with membership. 



j~ Military Book Club®, Dept. RR-597, Garden City, N.Y. 11530 ~J 

! Please accept my application for membership in the Military Book Club and send me ! 
I the 3 books whose numbers \ have printed in the boxes below. Bill me only 98$ plus 
• shipping and handling for the 3 books. I understand that I need buy only 4 more books . 
I at regular low Club prices curing the first 2 years of my membership to complete my I 
I commitment. My membership will be subject to the terms and conditions presented in | 
1 this ad. Also send me Eyewitness History of Vietnam and a strategy map. Both the ' 
| FREE book and the FREE map are mine to keep whether or not I remain a member I 


I No-risk guarantee: If not delighted after examining my 3 selections, I may return the 
I books within 10 days at Club expense. My membership will be cancelled and I will ewe 
| nothing. Eyewitness History of Vietnam and the map are mine 1o keep in any case. 


S8. E f 2 BOOK 

__1_ 



Note: If you already own Eyewitness History of Vietnam please choose another title for 
your free book. 

Ms. 

Address 

(PfpaH pflrn) 

Apt. Nn. 

City 

State 

ZiD 

Members accepted in the U.S.A. and Canada only. Canadian members will be serviced 

from Canada. Offer slightly different in Canada. 
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I WAS THERE 

by Uzal W. Ent 

Silhouette 

Shoot 


Uzal W. Ent retired as a brigadier 
general from the National Guard in 
1980. Between 1945 and 1953 his ac¬ 
tive-duty U.S. Army service took him 
to Japan and Germany — and to 
Korea where, on 3 September 1950, 
his platoon from the 27th Infantry Reg¬ 
iment fought the Battle of Silhouettes 
and Mortars: 


l^NEMY machine gun fire killed one 
of my squad leaders and wounded two 
other men, so we dug in on the reverse 
slope of the hill we had just taken. 


The Ml Tanker; The 
“Rifleman's Rifle”> only shorten 

It looks like a short barreled “jungle” rifle; it 
functions just like a real Ml. The Ml Tanker is 
the compact model of the Springfield Armory 
Ml Garand, the authentic recreation of “...the 
gun that won the war”. Choose original .30-06 
or optional ,308...a complete rifle or a kit..a 
folding stock or walnut stock. Optional 
accessories include a genuine prong flash 
suppressor. 

jiiiAiuij/ 

STILL AN AMERICAN TRADITION 


Since my platoon had no medic, the 
wounded men’s buddies took them to 
the company command post. Un¬ 
known to me, they hadn’t returned, 
leaving a gap in my line on the knob 
above my own CP. 

About 2200 I decided to check on 
the men I believed were holding the 
knob. I had gone but a few yards 
through some trees when I noticed the 
silhouette of a crouching man within 
our perimeter. It was definitely not a 
GI. He faced in my direction and 
moved his arm in a forward signal. The 
situation began to shape up in my 
mind. We had North Koreans inside 


The M1A-A1 Assault Rifle: 
Built for survival. 

It’s the short barreled model of our MIA, the 
super accurate civilian version of the Ml 4. If 
you believe that .308 firepower is the only way 
to go...and if you tread paths that are best 
suited to a short, lightweight assault rifle...the 
heavy hitting, compact M1A-A1 is for you. 
Choose standard walnut or folding stock. 


To order, see your favorite firearms dealer, or contact 
Springfield Armory direct for information. 

Send $3 for our ail new full-color catalog. 

Section SH-13 420 West Main Street, 
Geneseo, Illinois 61254 
(309) 944-5138 


the lines. I could have shot him, but 
there were more of the enemy in a 
position to attack both my platoon and 
the second on our flank. I reasoned 
that I had no living men on the knob 
and that the best way to deal with this 
threat was to call in 60mm mortar fire. I 
prayed our tube crews were up to the 
task of precision fire at such close 
ranges. 

Returning to my foxhole, I called the 
weapons platoon leader on the tele¬ 
phone and started his 60s firing at the 
foot of the enemy’s side of the hill. I 
gradually worked the fire toward the 
top, to chase the enemy toward me. 
Fire was lifted about two-thirds of the 
way up the slope and shifted to as close 
to my foxhole as possible. As spent 
mortar fragments fell onto my back 
and into my foxhole, I fought back an 
almost overpowering desire to check 
the mortars. 

The weapons platoon leader’s voice 
crackled over the phone: “I can’t 
shorten range anymore! We’re at mini¬ 
mum! We’re adjusting by quarter- 
turns on the elevating and traversing 
knobs!” I told him to keep firing and to 
mix white.phosphorous (WP) with the 
high explosive. The Willy Pete really 
caused a commotion and infuriated 
the enemy, who fired more frantically, 
directing all of it toward the mortars, 
which they had just located. One Red 
burp-gunner stood within five yards of 
one of my foxholes, firing toward the 
mortars. A WP round turned him into a 
fiery statue in the instant before he fell. 

I worked the mortar fire around the 
knob, back to the base of the enemy’s 
side, back up the slope, then shifted it 
again near my own position. Over and 
over we repeated the pattern. The loud 
explosions of HE, muted bursts of WP, 
incessant chatter of burp-guns and 
crack of rifles was punctuated by the 
cough of firing 60s. At last, enemy fire 
slackened, then stopped. 

The following morning I inspected 
the knob, without — to my surprise — 
drawing enemy fire. Sixteen dead 
North Koreans sprawled on the slopes 
and crest of the hill. A mortar dud lay 
within six inches of the edge of one of 
our foxholes. My own foxhole con¬ 
tained hundreds of tiny mortar frag¬ 
ments. Two mortarmen had been 
slightly wounded and two men from 
the Second Platoon had been killed by 
the infiltrators. Many more would have 
died on that hill in Korea if I had not 
spotted an enemy silhouetted on the 
skyline and our mortarmen had not 
been expert enough to fire their pat¬ 
terns danger-close to friendlies. My 
men learned two valuable lessons 
which they never forgot during the rest 
of the war. Stay alert at night and trust 
those guys manning the tubes to your 
rear. ^ 



16 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


MARCH 85 








WHEN YOUR BLACK BOX RUNS OUT OF 
TRICKS YOU HAVE TO INVENT YOUR OWN. 


The deadly ballet of aerial warfare 
has become blink-of-an-eye 
encounters in MiG Alley ; Vietnam, 
the Sinai and the Falklands. Seat-of- 
the-pants razzle-dazzle has been 
replaced by feather touch precision. 
Yet despite AWACS guidance and 
sophisticated ‘black boxes,” it's still 
the steel nerves and quick stick 
work of the men flying the jets that 
win battles. 

FiahtinQ Jets shows you state- 
of-the-art combat in the computer 





age. You ’ll view swirling dogfights 
through gun cameras, streak on 
attack a few feet over the desert, 
endure crushing G forces, outma- 
neuver radar-guided SAM missiles, 
unleash Sidewinders, duel MiGs 
and Mirages one-on-one. 

It’s an exciting introduction to The 
Epic of Flight library from Time-Life 
Books. More than 100 photographs 
and battle paintings highlight your 
reading. See how the Germans 
astonished the Allies with the first 
turbo/jets; the FI5 Eagle acceler¬ 
ates straight up; Britain ’s remark¬ 
able Harrier jump jet destroyed 
faster Argentine jets, and much 
more! Detailed illustrations take you 
inside cockpits, diagram dogfight 

Approximately 176 pages of text, 
dramatic illustrations, combat photos, 
close-ups of famous aircraft. 9V*"x 11V*". 


tactics, and portray 
an awesome array 
of today’s fighters. 

Volume by vol¬ 
ume, The Epic of 
Flight retells the 
adventure story of our 
century. Heart of a Harrier 

You ‘re in vited to take jump-jet engine. 
Fi ghting Jets for 10 days FREE. 

Keep it and pay only $13.95 plus 
shipping and handling. You can 
then collect additional volumes in 
the series , including The Carrier 
War, The Luftwaffe, Knights of the 


Air, America in the Air 

War Books come one 
at a time about every 
other month, always 
fora free examination . 
There is no minimum 
number to buy; you may 
cancel at any time, if you 
decide not to keep Fi ghting 
Jets , return the complete 
package within 10 days with no fur¬ 
ther obligation. To start the action, 
just mail the reply card today! 

Price subject to change. 


© 1983 Time-Life Books Inc., 

Time & Life Bldg., Chicago, IL 60611 

| fcard Is missing, mail to: 

1 TIME-LIFE BOOKS Ifiy H 
Time & Life Bldg . 1 1 1/Vin i 

Chicago, IL 60611 


LIFE 


YES, I would books 

like to see Fi ghting Jets as my 
introduction to The Epic of Flight 
series. Please send it to me fora 
10-day free examination. Also 


send me future volumes under 
the terms described in this ad. 

Name 

,'PtespnrV) 

Addnsss 

Apt. 

City 



TTUC KDif* n IflUT sSte zip 

Jg |_ All orders subject to approval CVDAW7J 


TEST FLY THE FIGHTING JETS FOR 10 DAYS FREE. 
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COMBAT 
WEAPONCRAFT 

by Harry Claflin 

Shotgun 

Shortcomings 


^JhOTGUN: the ultimate combat 
weapon. 

If I hear that again I may put a load of 
buckshot from “the ultimate combat 
weapon” into the guy who is foolish 
enough to think he’s dispensing wis¬ 
dom. Shotguns are not much good in 
most infantry combat situations 
although they do have some applica¬ 
tions. Unfortunately, people who have 
never had to face music on a genuine 
battlefield are enamored of scatterguns 
for everything from sniping to opening 
beer bottles and they exploit the 
weapon’s sinister image. 

I’ll tell you up front I don’t like shot¬ 
guns for the average infantryman. 
They’re nearly perfect for a limited 
number of specialized missions, but 
they are limited in effectiveness to 
those special cases. Drawing on a cou¬ 
ple of decades of experience with shot¬ 
guns in combat in Southeast Asia and 
Central America, let me tell you what 
scatterguns are and aren’t good for in 
military ops. 

Shotguns are about as good a thing 
as you can have on a day-long, day¬ 
light, small-unit ambush patrol. Either 
way—if you’re giving it or getting it— 
one shotgun in a squad will help a 
point man save his own life, or drive an 
enemy to ground in the kill zone. At 
close ranges, shotguns flat put a fan of 
lead into the air. 

But you can forget what anybody 
ever told you about using shotguns 
with conventional ammunition in the 
dark. Some people think that because 
the shot spreads out on paper at 50 
meters, a scattergun will provide a 
similar fan of shot at five meters. It ain’t 
true. You can cover the beaten zone of 
a single shotgun round fired at 15 feet 
with your hand. That means you’ve 
still got to aim. 

And you’ve got to see to aim. You 
won’t be seeing much after one round 
of 12-gauge fired from an 18-inch 
cylinder in dead dark. All you’re going 
to see for the next five minutes is the 
ghost of your own muzzle-flash. On the 
other hand, your opponents are going 


to have a great idea of where you are. 
In fact, unless there’s heavy cover, the 
enemy mortar FO is going to see you 
crank that shot from his OF. Some 
exotic, flashless shotgun shells have 
been developed for the U.S. Navy but 
without them your scattergun will not 
help you make it through the night. 

That covers my “daylight” qualifica¬ 
tion concerning the effectiveness of 
shotguns in combat. What about “day¬ 
long?” Here’s a handy experiment to 
show you why I don’t recommend car¬ 
rying a shotgun and ammo for it much 
longer than 24 hours over rugged ter¬ 
rain. Go down to your local gunshop, 
pick up two 10-round boxes of 12- 
gauge, a 20-round box of 7.62 and a 
20-round box of 5.56 NATO. Weigh 
them in your hands. Which is heaviest? 
Then stack that 40-rounds of rifle 
ammo against one of the 10-round 
boxes of shotgun ammo. Get the idea? 
You’d need native bearers for a long 
patrol. 

Then there’s current civilian wisdom 
on ammunition. Everybody’s jumping 
up and down about increased num¬ 
bers of projectiles and better patterns 
with Number 4 buckshot. I imagine 
that’s fine for police work. They may 
want to use that load to incapacitate 
7-11 bandits without taking out any 
irinocent kids or nuns or dogs watching 
the action from half a block away. But 
for military purposes we’re concerned 
with close range engagements. That’s 
because we can expect an enemy we 
come upon to be under — or rapidly 
getting under—cover. In that situation 
you need penetration, not a load of 
shot bouncing off sturdy surfaces to 
ricochet around the area. You get 
penetration from the mass of the indi¬ 
vidual projectile. Compare 00 buck¬ 
shot with Number 4 for mass and 
you’ve got the picture. 

If you really want penetration with 
dispersion, the modem military answer 
is the flechette round. I’ve never used 
them in combat, but the experimental 
flechette rounds I acquired for T&E a 
few years ago were terrific. They gave 
good accuracy, good prints, good; 


target saturation and they ran away 
from any shot load I’ve ever used in 
poking holes in tough targets. At close 
ranges 1 imagine these little arrows 
would penetrate most soft body armor. 
Unfortunately, 1 know of no civilian 
source for such shells, so most of our 
readers will never get the chance to 
practice with them until they are 
needed. 

Another of my favorite delusions fre¬ 
quently expressed by cocktail-lounge 
commandos is the worship of pump 
shotguns. Yes, they’re simple, reliable 
and work with a wider range of loads 
than a semiauto. But how are you 
going to play that trombone when 
you’re flat on your belly ducking in¬ 
coming rounds? Again, this is a police 
prejudice that may meet legal or de¬ 
partment requirements for police fire 
control, but that decreased rate of fire 
from a simpler weapon has no military 
advantage. Increased reliability is also 
a myth. Few pump guns have passed 
the long-term reliability tests given the 
Browning autoloader before it was 
issued in World War I. New semis are 
better than that. My own favorite is the 
H&K-imported Benelli for reliability 
and an unbelievable rate of fire. 

Like the Benelli, new guns are 
generally better than old ones, but 
there’s one wrinkle in recent shotgun 
design that still mystifies me. Why on 
earth would people want a folding 
stock on a scattergun for military pur¬ 
poses? You can safely assume a man 
with a folding-stock shotgun hasn’t 
shot it very much. Either that, or he just 
doesn’t shoot very well. They simply 
aren’t solid, they’re usually compli¬ 
cated to unfold or close and they beat 
your face till it bleeds. The Remington 
870 stock is probably the worst offend¬ 
er. It has two vertical steel-plate rails. If 
you’re holding the gun the right way, 
it’ll give you a permanent scar under 
the cheekbone with your first shot. 

Some will tell you that there’s a spe¬ 
cial hold for a folding shotgun stock. 
It’s called “no spot weld.” Sorry, I was 
a Marine for too long to buy that, f 
don’t know how you’re supposed to 
hit what you’re aiming at or get the 
target back in your sights without your 
cheek on the stock. 

When the Close Assault Weapon 
System project finally develops a 
select-fire, box-fed shotgun (prefer¬ 
ably in 16- or 20-gauge — recoil’s too 
high in 12s), then that one man in a 
squad in heavy cover is going to have a 
fine weapon. But it’s only going to be a 
better shotgun. 

Until ammo and guns improve so a 
.223-sized case will throw an ounce of 
lead 500 yards accurately without 
blinding you or beating you to death 
on full auto, stick to a good assault rifle 
as your basic combat weapon. Hunt 
ducks with your shotgun and have a 
ball. The ducks don’t shoot back. ^ 
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THE COMBAT SHOTGUN AND 
SUBMACHINE GUN 

A Special Weapons Analysis by Chuck Taylor 

From one of America’s most sought-after shooting instructors comes an in-depth analysis of 
two controversial small arms: the combatshotgun and submachine gun. In photo essay form, 
Chuck Taylor—author of The Fighting Rifle and The Complete Book of Combat Handgun¬ 
ning, and cofounder and former editor of SWAT magazine—examines these two commonly 
misunderstood and misemployed weapons. For both the beginner and expert, a compre¬ 
hensive education in weapon effectiveness is provided. Step-by-step, 385 photos detail 
field-testing of both arms, basic and advanced training drills, tactical rules for different 
situations and gun accessories and modifications. Taylor also covers techniques for wea¬ 
pon effectiveness such as loading procedures, carrying and fighting positions, pivots and 
turns, and malfunction clearance drills. 8 V 2 x 11, softcover, 385 photos, 176 pp. $14.95 


>UNTY 

wnn 


BOUNTY HUNTER 

by Bob Burton 

Adventure is his occupation; a hefty 
commission is his reward. He is a 
professional bounty hunter, and he 
stalks the most elusive of all prey—a 
wanted man. Here is the business as 
told by a pro. Learn how to get your 
first job, track a fugitive, arrest him 
and turn him over to the police. 
Included is a state-by-state listing of 
laws. 5V6 x 816. softcover, 136 pp. 

$ 10.00 



WARRIOR SECRETS 
A Handbook of the Martial Arts 

by Keith Yates 

Masters and champions of karate, 
tai chi chuan, ninjutsu, aikido, jeet 
kune do, hapkido, kenpo, wushu, 
judo, tae kwon-do, ju-jutsu and 
kung fu share their secrets with you 
The traditions, historical develop¬ 
ment, and physical and mental train¬ 
ing of these arts are covered, as well 
as techniques against streetattacks. 
516 x 016, softcover, ill us., photos. 

200 pp. $10.00 


DISGUISE 

TECHNIQUES 


DISGUISE TECHNIQUES 
Fool All of the People 
Some of the Time 

by Ldmond A. Mar/nautfb 
Like the chameleon, you can blend 
m with your surroundings—or be 
invisible—-using these tned-and- 
true techniques Size up people and 
situations at a glance, change your 
personality, and create temporary 
and permanent disguises Includes 
makeup, clothing, wigs and acces¬ 
sories tips. S'/? x 816. softcover.iffus.. 

88 pp $8.00 


HOW TO GET ANYTHING ON ANYBODY 

by Lee Lapin 

Get the goods on others like they’re getting the goods on 
you with this encyclopedia of advanced investigative and 
surveillance techniques. Called "possibly the most dan¬ 
gerous book," this book tells how to get any info you want 
about whomever you want—and how they (including Big 
Bro) are getting into your private info. Here are expert ways 
to secretly bug any target, over 100 sources for equipment 
and superspy systems, lockpick technology, how poly¬ 
graphs and voice lie detectors can be tricked, counter¬ 
measure equipment, and much, much more. Your peace of 
mind is worth the price of this book! 816 x 11, softcover, 
illus., 264 pp. $30.00 


FALLOUT 

SURVIVAL 

MUCF. CLAJTW, PM.D 

A GUIDE TO 
RADIOLOGICAL 
DEFENSE 


FALLOUT SURVIVAL 
A Guide to Radiological Defense 

by Bruce Clayton. Ph.D. 

The first comprehensive book on 
how to measure fallout, this manual 
includes info previously known only 
to the military and Civil Defense offi¬ 
cials. Includes programs for a home 
computer, and info on equipment, 
taking readings, predicting exposure 
rates and more. 516 x 816, softcover, 
photos, 160 pp. $12.00 


THE RUGER PISTOL EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM 

For the first timer, conversion plans for a super-compact, 
selective-fire machine pistol! Turn your Ruger Mark I or II 
into a fistful of power—without modifying the receiver or 
bolt group and using hand-built pads. This ingenious con¬ 
version fires from the original closed bolt system—making 
firing extremely accurate—and uses original trigger pads. 
The detachable auto tripper device can readily be removed 
for semiauto shooling only. Machinist's drawings, full- 
scale templates and photos accompany directions. 9x12, 
softcover. illus., 96 pp. $12.00 


US ARMY SPECIAL FORCES 
MEDICAL HANDBOOK 

The U.S. Army Special Forces are 
known to train the world’s most 
accomplished medics, andthis book 
is the reason why. It has everything; 
comprehensive info on disease 
diagnosis and treatment emergency 
war surgery and paramedical skills, 
pediatrics, obstetrics, odhopedics, 
emergency dental treatment and 
more. 416 x 7, softcover. illus., 
400 pp. $14.95 


THE AR-7 EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM 

A comprehensive home workshop guide for the gun buff 
and hobbyist machinist. Over fifty working machinist’s 
drawings, photos, and full-scale templates show exactly 
how to convert the AR-7 22 survival ritle into a full-auto 
silenced machine pistol or rifle Step-by-step instruc¬ 
tions detail howto modify the weapon's original receiver, 
fabricate new sear and safety, as well as make a simple, 
efficient silencer group assembly. 9 x 12, softcover. 
machinist's drawings, photos, full-scale templates. 
72 pp. $12.00 



FIND 'EM FAST 

A Private Investigator's Workbook 

by John D. McCann 
Here are the worksheets—and ac¬ 
companying text on how to use 
them—that real working private in¬ 
vestigators need. Set up in 016 x 11 
format, these useful tools are ready 
for on-the-job use. Included are the 
methods for getting data and 43 
pages of source info that are indis¬ 
pensable. 8 Vi x 11, softcover, 168 pp. 

$ 12.00 


Secrets 

Op he 


SECRETS OF THE NINJA 

by Ashida Kim 

This is the real thing—one of the few 
complete, hardcover studies of this 
terrifying and deadly martialart. Text 
and photos illustrate Ninja princi¬ 
ples of invisibility, covert entry, 
escape and evasion, assassination, 
sentry removal, meditation, mind 
clouding and much more. 5% x 8%, 
hardcover, 200 photos, 168 pp. 

$16.95 


THE MINI-14 EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM 

Use this home workshop guide to convert your Mini into a 
selective-fire, silenced, S.W.AT-type weapon capable of 
field-clearing firepower. Provides complete workshop 
plans, 40 close-up photos and full-scale templates. This 
conversion process requires no machining or special tools. 
Once completed, it takes just five minutes to drop in the 
Automatic Connector (the book’s secretl) or remove it as 
needed. Also includes detailed plans tor a quick-and-easy 
caliber .223 silencer. 9x12, softcover, photos, templates. 
72 pp. $12.00 



NINJA SHURIKEN THROWING 
The Weapon of Stealth 

by Sid Campbell 

Silent, deadly, treacherous, easily 
hidden. Each of these words de¬ 
scribes the invincible Ninja—and 
his lethal weapon, the shuriken 
("Throwing Star"). Shuriken styles 
and composition, gripping and 
throwing methods, trajectory target 
areas, penetration characteristics, 
fighting tactics, and more are in¬ 
cluded. 516 x 8V6, softcover, illus., 
photos, 152 pp. $12.00 


U.S. NAVY SEAL 
COMBAT MANUAL 


U.S. NAVY SEAL 
COMBAT MANUAL 

One of the rarest FMs in the field of 
military collecting. Provides up-to- 
date info on equipment and tactics 
employed by this elite fighting force. 
Covers SEAL weapons, survival, 
communications, diving, first aid, 
demolitions and more. 816 x 11, 
softcover, illus., 240 pp. $14.95 



MAD AS HELL 

A Master Tome of Revengemanshfc 
Tired of feeling like the underdog? 
Let Mad As Hell put you on top of 
your enemies as you become a mas¬ 
ter of revengemanship. Learn how to 
get even with a two-timing lover, an 
overbearing boss, bothersome mail¬ 
order companies, and others. Here 
are over 120 peevish pranks to re¬ 
duce your mark to a whimpering 
mass of oaranoia. For entertainment 
only! 516 x 8V6, hardcover, 168 pp. 

$12.95 


SILENCERS IN THE 1980S 
Great Designs, Great Designers 

By /. Davit/ Truby 

Now, an in-depth, fully illustrated report on the newest 
developments in suppressor technology. J David Truby 
provides all-new info on the innovative designs of today’s 
suppressor designers, plus explosive data on those who 
use them. His investigative research gives definitive 
comparisons of models, prices, features, kits, indepen¬ 
dent manufacturers, and silencer technology. You’ll not 
read this privy info anywhere else! 816 x 11. softcover, 132 
photos. 120 pp. $12.00 
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OTHER FASCINATING TITLES 


SURVIVAL 


WEAPONS 


HENLEY’S BOOK OF FORMULAS. .... SI7.95 

SURVIVAL! USAF MANUAL 64-5 ......... .$ 8.00 

NUCLEAR WAR SURVIVAL SKILLS ...S 9-95 

NEVER SAY DIE. ..... .$8.00 

BETTER READ THAN DEAD .,. ..$14.95 

SALOON SURVIVAL . ..$ 6.00 

SURVIVALIST'S MEDICINE CHEST.... .$ 5.95 

SURVIVAL GUNS ... ....$ 9.95 

SURVIVAL MEDICINE..,...$ 5.95 

URBANALERT!... .$14.95 

ALIVE IN THE DESERT. .. . . .$ 8.00 

LIFE OR DEATH!... . *14.95 

SURVIVAL SHOOTING ..$7.95 

BROWN’S ALCOHOL FUEL COOKBOOK.$ 9.95 

EVERYMAN’S GUIDE TO FINANCIAL SURVIVAL. $11.95 

EATING CHEAP ., ..... .... ,.$8.00 

RAGNAR’S TALL TALES.. .$ 6.00 

TAPPAN ON SURVIVAL .. $ 7.95 

LIFE AFTER DOOMSDAY.. ....... .. $19.95 

CHECKLIST FOR SURVIVAL. .., .$ 5.95 

LIVE OFF THE LAND IN THE CITY & COUNTRY_. $16.95 

CRISIS PREPAREDNESS HANDBOOK „. $14.95 

SURVIVAL EVASION AND ESCAPE . . . . $10.00 


HOME WORKSHOP GUNS VOL. 1 
THE SUBMACHINE GUN . ... $10.00 

HOME WORKSHOP GUNS VOL 2 

THE HANDGUN .......... $10.00 

AUTO & CONCEALABLE FIREARMS DESIGN 
BOOK 1 . . .... . . $12.00 

AUTO & CONCEALABLE FIREARMS DESIGN 

BOOK 2. ,$12.00 

AUTO & CONCEALABLE FIREARMS DESIGN 
BOOK 3 ... $12.00 

EXOTIC WEAPONS . $9.95 

IMPROVISED WEAPONS OF THE 

AMERICAN UNDERGROUND . . $6.95 

TM 9-1005-211-12 PISTOL CALIBER 45 AUTO.$ 5.00 

TM 9-1005-223-35 RIFLE M14 7.62 MM.. ...$ 5.00 

TM 9-1005-249-12 RIFLE M 16 5.56 MM ...,.$5.00 

TM 9-1005-222-35 P RIFLE Ml CALIBER 30.,,..$ 5.00 

THE FIGHTING RIFLE...... $12.95 

TM RIFLE SPRINGFIELD CAL 30. ... $ 5.00 

FULL AUTO VOL 1 (AR-15)..,. ..$ 4.95 

FULL AUTO VOL. 2 (UZI) . ...$ 4.95 

FULL AUTO VOL 3 (MAC 10). $4.95 

QUICK OR DEAD $12.95 

SPECIAL FORCES FOREIGN 

WEAPONS HANDBOOK ., .$19.95 


MARTIAL ARTS 

BOOK OF THE NINJA ..$9.95 

COMPLETE BOOK OF KARATE WEAPONS.$14.95 

TANG SOO DO ..$ 8.00 

JU-JUTSU AND JUDO ....$ 6.00 

COMPLETE BOOK OF TAEKWON DO FORMS .. $14.95 

NINJA SECRETS OF INVISIBILITY. $10.00 

NINJUTSU: THE ART OF INVISIBILITY .$ 4.95 


EXPLOSIVES & DEMOLITION 

IMPROVISED MUNITIONS BLACK BOOK 

VOL 1 ... ...... .... .$ 9.95 

IMPROVISED MUNITIONS BLACK BOOK 

VOL 2...*.$ 9.95 

IMPROVISED MUNITIONS BLACK BOOK 

VOL. 3...... ... $14.95 

BOOBYTRAPS .$ 8.00 

HI-LOW BOOM ..$ 6.00 

OSS SABOTAGE & DEMOLITION MANUAL.. .... $15.95 

THE CHEMISTRY OF POWDER & EXPLOSIVES .. $14.95 

ELEMENTS OF EXPLOSIVE PRODUCTION__$ 5.00 

USMC DESTRUCTION BY DEMOLITION .. $14.95 


MILITARY SCIENCE 

RANGER HANDBOOK.. ..$8.00 

PATROLLING & TRACKING..... ...$ 5.00 

RHODESIAN SAS COMBAT MANUAL. ... $14.95 

THE SCOUT ....$ 6.00 

COMBAT TRAINING OF THE INDIVIDUAL SOLDIER .. $10.00 

REAL SOLDIERS OF FORTUNE.. ... $12.95 

WOMEN AT WAR .... $ 6.00 

ALLIED VS AXIS AIRCRAFT.$ 6.95 

GERMAN TANK & ANTITANK .. .$12.50 

U.S. SINGLE SHOT MARTIAL PISTOLS .... ,.$ 5.00 

TANKS & ARMORED VEHICLES. ... ..$12.95 

U.S. CARTRIDGE COMPANY’S COLLECTION 

OF FIREARMS .. -..$6.00 

WAR STORY .. .. ■ $14.95 

MERC: AMERICAN SOLDIERS OF FORTUNE. ... $14.95 

SPECIAL FORCES OPERATIONAL TECHNIQUES .... $14.95 
SPECIAL FORCES RECONNAISSANCE 
HANDBOOK .. . $14.95 


MONEY & FREEDOM 

CONSTRUCTION OF SECRET HIDING PLACES .„,...$ 4.95 

PRIVACY, HOWTO GET IT .. . ..$14.95 

DON’T BECOME THE VICTIM ...- $ 6.00 

HOWTO HIDE ANYTHING.... $10.00 

METHODS OF DISGUISE.... .$8.95 

EVERYMAN’S GUIDE TO TAX HAVENS.$ 6.00 

THE ARMCHAIR MILLIONAIRE.. . , .$8.95 

SAVE YOUR LICENSE .$10.95 


POLICE SCIENCE 

THE S.W.A.T. TEAM MANUAL. $12.00 

DETECTIVE’S PRIVATE INVESTIGATION 

TRAINING MANUAL..... ..... $14.95 

KILL OR GET KILLED ..... .. . $19.95 

THE DEADLY ROUTINE . .......$14.95 

TRAINING THE GUNFIGHTER . $24.95 

D.E.A. NARCOTICS INVESTIGATOR'S MANUAL.$50.00 

S.W.A.T. TACTICS ... $10.00 

POLICE TACTICS IN ARMED OPERATIONS , . $19.95 

COMPLETE BOOK OF COMBAT HANDGUNNING ... $12.95 

HOT CARS! . _-..-.....$7.00 

PRACTICAL GUIDE FOR PRIVATE 
INVESTIGATORS. .$ 8.95 


SELF-DEFENSE 

FLEXIBLE WEAPONS .... . . $ 8.00 

PRINCIPLES OF PERSONAL DEFENSE.$ 5.00 

DEAL THE FIRST DEADLY BLOW ... . $12.95 

GET TOUGH . ..$14.95 

COMBAT WITHOUT WEAPONS. .$ 5.00 

FIREARMS SELF-DEFENSE.. $19.95 

ARE YOU A TARGET?.. .. . .$ 9.95 

BELOW THE BELT . . $14.95 

SAVE YOUR LIFE DEFENSE HANDBOOK.,..,.$ 7.95 

FIGHT FOR YOUR LIFE!.„.$ 8.00 

WEAPONS OF THE STREET. .$8.00 


SNIPING & MARKSMANSHIP 

PRINCIPLES OF QUICK KILL. ... ..$8.00 

SNIPING—U.S. MARINE CORPS ......... ....,,.$7.95 

U.S. ARMY SNIPER TRAINING MANUAL ... $14.95 

PICTORIAL HISTORY OF U.S. SNIPING .$19.95 


SILENCERS 

SILENCERS FOR HAND FIREARMS .. $11.95 

QUIET KILLERS VOL. 1___ .$ 8,00 

QUIET KILLERS VOL. 2... ...$8.00 

SILENCERS, PATTERNS AND PRINCIPLES 

VOL 1 ... .... . $12.95 

SILENCERS, PATTERNS AND PRINCIPLES 

VOL 2. ...... $12.95 

FIREARM SILENCERS VOL. 2. .. . $12.95 

SILENCERS, SNIPERS & ASSASSINS. . .... . $19.95 

FOREIGN SILENCER PATENTS .. ,.$15.00 


GUERRILLA WARFARE 

TOTAL RESISTANCE ...$14.95 

AMBUSH & COUNTER AMBUSH . . ........ .$5.00 

GUERRILLA WARFARE ..$6.00 


KNIVES & KNIFE FIGHTING 

BLOODYIRON, .. ..$8.95 

COLD STEEL.. .. $14.95 

BASIC MANUAL OF KNIFE FIGHTING. ..$5.00 

KNIFE DIGEST, HARD COVER.... $12.95 

SLASH & THRUST...*.... .. $ 8.00 

UNARMED AGAINST THE KNIFE „.. . . $ 8.00 


TERRORISM 


LIVING IN TROUBLED LANDS... .. $14.95 

HOW TERRORISTS KILL .... *,...$ 8.00 

THE HOSTAGE-TAKERS ..... . $12.00 

GETAWAY DRIVING TECHNIQUES FOR ESCAPE.$ 4.95 

POLITICAL KIDNAPPING .... *_...... ,.$6.00 


DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED! 
MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 


* PALADIN PRESS 

PO BOX 1307— JMP 
BOULDER, CO 80306 

Phone (303) 443-7250 

Please send me (he following titles: 


Call TOLL FREE for credit card orders: 
1-800-824-7888; Ask for Operator #249. 
Alaska & Hawaii, 1-800-824-7919. 

Send $1 for latest PALADIN CATALOG. 
Catalog free with order. 


Payment: □ Check or Money Order, □ VISA, □ MasterCard. Exp. Date . 


Card No. 


ADDRESS 


SUBTOTAL _ 

Please include 
$3.00 postage 
and handling _ 




































































































































BLOODS. An oral History of the 
Vietnam War by Black Veterans. 
By Wallace Terry. Random 
House, Inc., Dept. SOF, 201 E. 
50th St., New York, NY 10022. 
1984. 300 pp. 8 pp of photo¬ 
graphs. $17.95. Review by N.E. 
MacDougald. 

AnY review of a book on the Viet¬ 
nam War should specify what portion 
of that war it concerns. There was no 
single Vietnam War, there were sever¬ 
al. Because the war spanned 14 years, 
because most troops rotated annually, 
and because strategy shifted with each 
President, the concept of one war con¬ 
fuses more than it clarifies. BLOODS, 
however, bypasses this pitfall. Each 
vet’s experience receives a chapter in 
this oral history. The author wisely 
avoids explanations or analysis of the 
war, or of being a black combatant in it. 
He lets the 20 vets interviewed speak 
for themselves. They have plenty to 
say. 

BLOODS, if it has any striking qual¬ 
ity, has a gut-wrenching, tear-jerking 
ring of truth, at least for one vet that 
was there. It probably would have the 
same effect on a non-vet because 
BLOODS recalls Vietnam so vividly 
that one can almost smell it. The chop¬ 
py narrations reveal its oral origin. 
They sound slightly jumbled, gramma¬ 


IN REVIEW 



tically imperfect, but true to the form in 
which the story-teller speaks. Obvious¬ 
ly a heartfelt outpouring, the book has 
a raw intensity that would have been 
lost had Terry tried to polish and per¬ 
fect the story line. 

Terry purposefully provides a repre¬ 
sentative sample of black troops: en¬ 
listed men, noncoms and officers from 
all four services. And a balance was 
sought between those with urban and 
rural backgrounds. The emotional and 
physical scars these vets reveal affect 
the sensitive reader, regardless of poli¬ 
tical persuasion. The war’s terrible 
reality and the prejudice some blacks 
encountered make for compelling 
reading. 


The national bestseller by Col. Charlie A. Beckwith, USA (Ret.) 




Because BLOODS constitutes one 
long quotation, picking one for review 
would seem simple. Truth is, each vet 
has something important to convey; 
only restraint prevents quoting more. 
First there is Marine Corps 2nd Lt. Big- 
gers, platoon leader, 9th Marines, 
assigned to Vandegrift Combat Base, 
March 1968 through April 1969, who 
speaks for many of us; 

“The people in Washington setting 
policy didn't know what transpired 
over there. That’s why we had all those 
stupid restrictions. Don’t fight across 
this side of the DMZ, don’t fire at 
women unless they fire at you, don’t 
fire across this area unless you smile 
first or unless somebody shoots at you. 
If only we could have fought it in a way 
that we had been taught to fight. 

“To me, we made a dent, even 
though the South did fall. Maybe we 
did not stop the communist takeover, 
but at least I know that I did something 
to say, ‘Hey, you bastards, you 
shouldn’t do that.’ Feople like Jane 
Fonda won’t buy that because they 
went over there and actually spent 
time with the people that were killing 
Americans. 

“As long as a black troop knows he’s 
going to take a few knocks like every¬ 
body else, he can go as far as anybody 
in the Corps. Our biggest problem as a 
race is a tendency to say that the only 
reason something didn’t go the way it 
was programmed to go is because we 
are black. We as blacks have gotten to 
the place now where we want to de¬ 
pend on somebody else doing some¬ 
thing for us. And when we don’t mea¬ 
sure up to what the expectations are, 
the first thing we want to holler is racial 
discrimination. My philosophy is, if you 
can’t do the job — move.’' 

Terry provides a glossary that ex¬ 
plains “Namisms” and service 
acronyms; you needn’t be a vet to 
understand fully. More importantly, 
the author includes a chronology of 
major events from 1945 to 1976. This 
is critical to understanding the war’s 
different stages and parallel changes in 
morale, etc., by combatants. And the 
photos help readers visualize the vet 
doing the “talking.” 

Terry, a black journalist, covered the 
Vietnam War for Time from 1967 to 
1969. He has been a consultant on 
race relations to the Department of De¬ 
fense and the Marine Corps. He now 
writes for USA Today. My only critic¬ 
ism is that the book wasn’t longer. ^ 
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HOW TO ORDER INFORMATION: 


TO ORDER BY MAIL, USE COUPON OR SEPARATE SHEET. 


MAIL PAYMENT OR CREDIT CARD INFORMATION WITH 


EXPIRATION DATE CARD NUMBER AND SIGNATURE. 


Knifeco P.O. Box 5271. Hialeah Lakes, FL 33014 


Address 


Ciiy_ 


State, 


The Ultimate Survival Knife/Kit 

This deluxe survival knife is the perfect companion 
for hunters, fishermen, campers and just to have 
around the house. 

Quality features include 6” razor sharp blade, 
waterproof 4 V 2 ” aluminum hollow handle, (avail¬ 
able in camouflage or black) with liquid filled com¬ 
pass, leather sheath with sharpening stone. 

Survival Kit includes lO matches, 20” wire saw, 
fishhooks, sinkers, nylon line for fishing, sewing, 

2 large sewing needles can be used for medical 
use and to form a spear for hunting and fishing. 




I 

0 


ONLY $ 19. 9S EACH 
SPECIAL*38." FOR TWO 


SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 
or your money back. 


KnifeCO P.O. Box 5271, Hialeah Lakes, FL 33014 


Please send me= 

□ 1 Survival Kniie @ $19.95 plus $3.00 tor shipping & handling. 

□ 2 Survival Knives @ $38.00 plus $3.00 for shipping & handling. 
Specify; 

□ Camouflage handle with green sheath & black coated blade. 

□ Black handle with black sheath & stainless blade. 

Florida Resident add 5% sales tax. 

Catalog only $2.00 □ Free with order 

□ Check enclosed □ Money Order 
Charge my □ MasterCard CVisa 
Credit Card No. 


Expiration Date 


Authorized Signature 
Name _ 






















































MARINES ALWAYS ANSWER 
THE CALL TO DUTY 

Duty is what separates SOF from all 
other publications; we’re committed 
to it, support it, report on it and 
encourage it. If you’re committed to 
duty, subscribe to SOF! 


SAVE MONEY 

Subscribe to SOF for just one year 
and pay about $2 for each issue and 
save money each time you read 
SOF. Subscribe for 2 years and save 
even more — over $1 each issue. It 
doesn’t make sense to pay more for 
SOF than you have to. Subscribe 
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PARATROOPERS TYPIFY 
TENACITY AND ENDURANCE 

Tenacity and endurance best describe 
SOF’s 10-year battle against 
communism. We’ve survived and 
flourished because our readers 
believe in freedom. If you do too, 
subscribe to SOF! 


GET ALL OF SOF, 

LIKE CLOCKWORK 

Guarantee your copy of SOF is there 
every month, in your mailbox. Why 
wait until it reaches the newsstands? 
Make sure you don’t miss important 
issues of SOF and important insights 
into what’s going on around the globe. 
Get every issue delivered to your door 
or office. Subscribe to SOF! 
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MILITARY TECHNOLOGY IS 
IMPORTANT TO US ALL 


MEDICS SEE CARING AS 
THEIR PRIMARY ASSIGNMENT 


SOF makes modern military 
technology ... ours and theirs ... 
available to all. We report on how it 
works, why it works and where it is 
working. If you want to know, 
subscribe to SOF! 


SOF’s Parachute Medical Rescue 
Service and our support of Refugee 
Relief International demonstrates SOF 
cares. Our readers’ support says they 
care too. If you care, subscribe to 
SOF! 



GET SATISFACTION 
GUARANTEED 


SUBSCRIBE TO SOF 
NOW! 




You know you can depend on SOF to 
tell it the way we see it, the way you 
see it. But we want to make sure 
you’re satisfied. If for any reason you 
aren't, cancel your subscription and 
we’ll refund the unused balance. 
That's our simple MONEY-BACK 
GUARANTEE. Subscribe to SOF! 


1 Year of SOF is just $23.95. 

Save $11! 


1 


2 Years of SOF are just $43.95. 

Save $25! 




USE THE CARD AND ACT TODAY! 
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^JhORT of small talk for beer busts 
or cocktail parties? Not to fret. Here’s 
machine gun and military miscellany 
that will either fascinate your audience 
or get you bounced out on your butt. 

Pose this question for openers. Why 
are the wooden ammo boxes with spif- 
fy leather carrying straps for the .30- 
caliber Browning machine guns so 
hard to come by? I’ve given it some 
thought and decided most of them 
were burned on campfires surrounded 
by freezing GIs during the WWII winter 
offensives on the Western Front. Not 
solid enough? OK, try this. 

How about the only known instance 
of fitting one muzzle device over 
another muzzle device? When it was 
still Rhodesia, the Rhodesian Army 
beat, bent and welded together a 
crude contraption which fit over the 
22mm-diameter flash hider and gre¬ 
nade launcher combination on their 
FN FAL rifles. Designed to divert all the 
propellant gases sideways and up¬ 
ward, it quite effectively tamed the 
SLR (Self-Loading Rifle) during recruit 
training. Several thousand were fabri¬ 
cated and it proved popular. 

Ever heard of a 20-round magazine 
for the AK-47? I know what you’re 
thinking. “This fool has a 15-round 
magazine for the People’s Republic of 
China Type 68 rifle and doesn’t know 
what it is.” I do know the difference 
and I have both in my collection. First 
of all, the Type 68 magazine holds 20 
rounds, not 15 (Sorry, Jane's Infantry 
Weapons , all editions are in error). The 
follower on the Type 68 magazine has 
a hold-open so cartridges from two 10- 
round SKS stripper clips can be in¬ 
serted into the receiver’s feed guide 
and forced downward into the maga¬ 
zine through the rifle’s action while the 
bolt is held to the rear. The strange 
AK-47 20-round magazine has no 
hold-open on the follower and is 
approximately 0.75 inches longer than 
the Chinese Type 68 magazine. Why 
was it designed and for what was it 
issued? 

Hell, I don’t know. 

f have never been a fan of drum 
magazines (See SOF, “Full Auto,” 
January ’83). They are complex and 
expensive to produce and, thus, not 
very cost effective. But cost isn’t as 
important as how it works. No matter 
how great they look on George Raft’s 
Thompson, drums are complicated 
and tedious to load, and most are easi¬ 
ly damaged. 

There’s one exception. Loaded with 
100-percent green tracer, the 75- 
round RPK drum is mighty fine to have 
on the short leg of an L-shaped 
ambush. Designed for the RPK light 
machine gun, this 75-round drum 
functions equally well on any Kalash¬ 
nikov assault rifle and offers a handful 



of devastating firepower. RPK drums 
don’t high-center bottom-fed, bipod- 
mounted LMGs like extended box 
mags. And are they easy to load. 

Depress the loading lever on the 
front of the drum: That compresses the 
magazine spring before each round is 
inserted under the feed lips. Release 
the lever after the round has been sea¬ 
ted and repeat the process. Easier to 
load than any extended capacity box 
magazine because of the mechanical 
assistance offered by the loading lever, 
the RPK drum is stout and reliable, too. 
After it has been rotated into the maga¬ 
zine well, the RPK drum slopes for¬ 
ward compactly at a 45-degree angle. 

Before your fever for an RPK drum 
runs too high, you should understand 
that they are uncommon and difficult 
to locate. On the rare occasion an RPK 
75-round drum is offered for sale in the 
U.S., it can cost $350 or more, de¬ 
pending on condition. 

Speaking of tracer ammunition, Hir- 
tenberger Patronen, Zundhutchen and 
Metalwarenfabrik of Austria manufac¬ 
tures 9mm Parabellum tracer that 
bums longer than it takes to say their 
name — or about 400 meters. This 
airborne sparkler bums brighter than 
most 7.62mm NATO tracer. 

Intended for use in submachine 
guns, it’ll rattle anyone’s cage when it 
comes from the muzzle of your Brown¬ 
ing HiPower. For more ‘yuks,’ fire it 
into the engine or fuel tank of a vehicle. 
Unfortunately, it’s only available to 
police agencies through the law en¬ 
forcement distributors of its importer, 
Gun South, Inc. (Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 
6607, 7605 Eastwood Mall, Birming¬ 
ham, AL 35210). 

If there is an expert at your beer 
bust, try this piece of Tommygun trivia 
on him. The 1921/28 Thompson SMG 
supposedly operates on delayed blow- 
back using the Blish principle. John 
Bell Blish maintained that adhesion 
was a molecular force which binds 
together the surface of molecules of 
two bodies at the common surface of 
contact. Of course, that’s not true, but 
Blish held that if two metallic surfaces 
were forced together under pressure 
their molecules would adhere. As the 
pressure was reduced the adhesion 
would cease and the surfaces would be 
free to move. 

Applied to the Thompson, this in¬ 
volved a titanium/aluminum bronze 
lock in the shape of an H with lugs 
projecting from its sides. The surfaces 


FULL AUTO 

by Peter G. Kokalis 

Technical Trivia 

of this Blish lock are inclined at an 
angle to create downward pressure on 
the lock under recoil spring pressure. 
The center bar of the H holds the two 
sides intact and also serves as an en¬ 
gagement for the actuator (which actu¬ 
ates the Blish lock under impulse of the 
recoil spring and also provides a pro¬ 
jection for the manual retraction of the 
bolt). The Blish lock’s two side mem¬ 
bers engage locking slots in the bolt, 
and its projecting lugs engage locking 
grooves in the receiver, thus tying the 
receiver body, bolt and actuator 
together. The lock’s motion is oblique¬ 
ly up and down relative to these three 
components. 

The problem is that none of this 
complicated mess does anything what¬ 
ever to retard the bolt’s rearward 
movement. 

The 1967 issue of Gun Digest con¬ 
tains a lengthy article on the Thomp¬ 
son submachine gun by Ray Bearse. 
Bearse quaintly assures us, “During 
tests in 1928 the British discovered that 
no one could tell, when firing, whether 
the Blish lock was in or out of the gun. 
The same observation was made later 
by Thompson-armed British soldiers at 
Tobruk. When they had trouble keep¬ 
ing the locks free of desert sand, they 
found the weapon would keep on fir¬ 
ing, even a little faster possibly, if they 
“took out the bloody lock and pitched 
it at the Jerries.” 

The author apparently had never so 
much as disassembled a Thompson, 
let alone used it in combat. Yes, the 
Blish lock is useless in retarding the 
bolt’s rearward travel. But without it, 
the actuator cannot be used to retract 
the bolt. The two parts would no lon¬ 
ger be connected! Perhaps the au¬ 
thor’s phantom troops drove cleaning 
rods down the bore to manually retract 
the bolt. If only the popular gun press 
would confine their observations to 
hunting rifles and wheel guns. 

And finally, have you ever won¬ 
dered why Japanese soldiers kept 
beating themselves on their helmets 
with grenades in old WWII newsreels? 

It had nothing to do with the code of 
Bushido. After the safety pin was with¬ 
drawn, the fuse could be activated only 
by striking its head on a hard object. 
The fuses were, unreliable, and the gre¬ 
nade had to be thrown immediately. 
No wonder they lost the war. ^ 


26 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


MARCH 85 









* BRIGADE'S BASICS FOR LIF 






MADE IN ENGLAND 


The U'ddly Pully 
Military Sweater 


M5 

MEDICS 

BAG 

Better than 
the original 
Medical 
Supply Bag. 


100% Pure Wool Twill reinforcing shoulder & elbow 
patches. Extra tough and comfortable, even when wet! 
Great match up with military camo BDUs. 

Size 34 to 46. NOW ONLY 

WP-70, Camo Woolly Pully $4495 ppd 

Our regular Woolly Pully Sweaters used by 
the Marines, Army, Air Force, and Coast 
Guard are available immediately. 

Choices of WP-110 Olive Green, WP-131 USAF/Coast 
Guard Blue, WP-171 Army Black, WP-120Navy, WP-170, 

l!zes , 3^To 1 !l. Tan Prices Slashed! 

ONLY 39 ppd. 

RANGER 
BOONIE 
HATS 

Floppy brim Vietnam 
style hats are comfortr 
able and functional Mil- 
spec quality and fabrics. 

Sizes: 7, Tk % 1% 7%. 

Choices of 

VRH-7, Woodland Camo, 

VRH-2. Olive Drab, 

VRH-8, Desert Camo 

BDU PATROL CAP 


Your 


Choice $ 9 95 ppd. 



Made of nylon packcloth for lightness and 
water repellancy. All the Gl features, plus 
some. Size: 16"x9"x10": Choice of Woodland 
Camo, OD Cordura, Black. 

BAG-5, Med. Bag 0NLY*49 95 ppd. 


COMMANDO 


CAMOUFLAGE WATCHBAND 


Genuine issue poplin fabric 
with wool-lined ear flaps. 
Excellent cold weather 
protection. 

Size: 7, Tk % 7 % 

CCP-5, BDU Cap ppd. 




AMERIC 
T-SHIRTS 

Show your colors today! 

Our Grand Republic copyrighted designs are 
distinctive and proud. Full color printing on 
our medium weight 50/50 T-shirts. Choice of 
Long or Short Sleeve Black Shirts. 

Sizes: S, M, L, XL. ^ nE 
Black Short Sleeve, s 8 95 ppd. 

Black Long Sleeve $ 1 I 95 ppd. 

TIGER 
STRIPE 

At last, Tiger Stripe 
Jungle style fatigues in 
100% rip stop cotton, 4 
pocket coat, 6 pocket 
pants with drawstrings. 
Special 50/50 cotton 
polyester blend T-shirts 
and our own matching 
mesh ball cap. Sizes S, M, 
L, XL. 

MA115, T.S. Jungle Coat *27 95 p P d. 
MAI05, T.S. Jungle Trouser*29 95 ppd. 
BQT71, T.S. T-Shirt S 6 95 ppd. 
BAS-C9.T.S. Cap $ 4 25 ppd. 


CAM-111, Bandana J 


ISO 


ppd. 



Protects and conceals nighttime glow - 
unique Velcro® doublelock band and crystal 
cover strap. Ideal for nightwork, hunting, 
and hard work. Measure wrist to nearest Vd" 
mark for correct size. 

CB21, Camo Watchband ppd. 

Also available in OD, Black, Navy nylon web. 

CB1, Watchband s 5 50 ppd. 



VIETNAM STYLE 
PLASTIC WATCH 

Look-aJ/ke OD plastic case Timex watch has 
12/24 hour dial and nylon wrist strap . Depth 
tested to 80 feet with a one year warranty 
Great survival watch! 

Buy some time, for only 5 1 7 95 ppd. 


Postpaid Shipping TOTAL ENCLOSED 

□ Send FREE Catalogue of Basics for Life Products. 


Send Check, Money Order or charge to Visa, Mastercard, Amex., or 
Diners Club. Foreign orders must request postage rates. 

Name__ 



Brigade Quartermasters, Ltd.- 

266 Roswell Street (SF25), Marietta GA 30060 

Charge Phone Orders to your Bankcard Call [404] 428-1234 


Address 

City _ 

State __ 


.Zip. 


Money Back Guarantee 
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The RP Hollow Handle Survival 
and Combat Knife, made by Robert 
Parrish (Dept SOF, 1922 Spartanburg 
Hwy., Hendersonville, N.C. 28739), is 
one of the better examples of the cur¬ 
rent genre of so-called survival knives. 

The knife follows the contemporary 
stock-removal approach to blade con¬ 
struction and is made of 440C stainless 
steel. The blade is of the spear point 
configuration with an unusual triple¬ 
tiered sawtooth arrangement on the 
back of the blade which the manufac¬ 
turer assures us in his ad will work. Not 
quite so, according to my experiments 
with the blade. Three minutes of vigor¬ 
ous effort directed toward sawing a five 
inch diameter mesquite log in two re¬ 
sulted in a cut slightly less than a quar¬ 
ter of an inch deep. I can’t call that 
productive labor but the sawteeth may 
be of some value in other ripping or 
tearing field endeavors. 

Parrish’s eight-inch blade is an im¬ 
pressive piece of work. Unlike most 
44QC blades I’ve encountered on the 
market, this one does hold an edge 
very well. It also exhibits good cutting 
qualities. Good enough, in fact, for its 
cutting performance to come as a sur¬ 
prise. That’s the good news. 

The bad news is that this knife is 
extremely hard to sharpen. The steel is 
both hard and abrasion resistant, 
which means that in this case you had 
better be prepared to spend some time 
and effort when you need to sharpen 
this piece. It will definitely take a liberal 
application of both. 

As a knife steel, 440C has never 
enjoyed a good reputation for 
strength. It is widely used by many 
stock removal knifemakers, but should 
not be used in an application where 
blade strength is a major considera¬ 
tion. The reason for this became im¬ 
mediately and painfully apparent 
when the blade was subjected to a 
moderate bending and resilience test 
in my shop. Using only bare hands for 
leverage, and with the blade clamped 
in the padded jaws of a bench vise, a 
2 3 / 4 inch portion of the tip snapped off 
the end of the blade when moderate 
pressure was applied. 

I do not feel that this is an unreason¬ 
able test, since we are talking about 
combat and survival here, in fact, 
forged blades are given an even more 
severe test than this when they are 
damped in the same vise and a 24- 
inch pipe wrench is used to apply the 
bending pressure. A forged blade not 
only won’t break under these condi¬ 
tions, it also will not take a permanent 
set and springs back to perfect align¬ 
ment when the bending pressure is re¬ 
moved. That’s not an unreasonable 
expectation for a blade. It may be the 
last bet before you are threatened with 
having to cash in your chips and you 



sure as hell don’t need a broken blade 
in your hand at that point. 

The hollow handle on this knife is 
made of one-inch (outer diameter) 
stainless steel tubing with a wall thick¬ 
ness of %2 of an inch. The handle and 
butt cap are knurled to enhance grip, 
and the knurling and method of 
attaching the handle are very neatly 
done, giving a non-slip handle with a 
storage compartment 3V4 inches deep. 
Again, that’s the good news. 

The bad news is that a one inch 
diameter round handle feels strange in 
the hand. And, friends, that steel is cold 
when you grab it in the winter. A metal 
handle can in fact stick to your hand 
when the temperature is below freez¬ 
ing and atmospheric conditions are 
right. I know you can wrap it with a 
boot lace, but there has to be a better 
solution. 



The worst thing about this handle is 
not its shape or the fact that your hand 
can freeze to it, but rather the fact that it 
is so heavy. This knife weighs exactly 
one and one-quarter pounds on the 
scales at my local post office. Most of 
that weight is in the handle, and as a 
result, this knife is a full quarter-pound 
overweight without the sheath, and the 
resulting balance is terrible. 

Speaking of sheaths, the Parrish 
knife can be purchased with two 
varieties. The stock model appears to 
be made out of seven to eight ounce 
leather, very solidly and neatly stitched 
and riveted. There is a pouch on the 
sheath to carry the enclosed sharpen¬ 
ing stone, and both the pouch and the 
retaining strap that goes over the guard 
of the knife are held closed by a snap. 
There are tie-down thongs galore, and 
no less than four separate nylon and 
elastic web straps are included with the 
package. 

The other sheath is a solidly con¬ 
structed fabric arrangement executed 
in a fashionable forest camo pattern, 
and also contains a pouch to carry a 
sharpening stone. The stone pouch 
and retaining strap are held in place by 


BATTLE 

BLADES 

by Bill Bagwell 

Those Hollow- 
Handled Hackers 

velcro on the fabric version of the 
sheath. 

So far, so good, but there are some 
important considerations here. While 
the sheaths are well made of good 
materials, the design of each is not 
optimum. Both sheaths have extreme¬ 
ly long belt loops. This causes the 
sheath and consequently the knife to 
hang quite low when worn on the belt, 
either a civilian model or a military pis¬ 
tol belt. Carried in standard configura¬ 
tion at the hip or just to the rear of it, the 
knife tends to bang into your side or 
butt when you walk at a normal pace. If 
you use the tie-down thong on the tip 
of the sheath to tie sheath and knife to 
your leg, the act of walking causes the 
sheath to pull on your belt as your leg 
goes forward, and as your leg comes 
back, your belt is twisted and pushed in 
the opposite direction. The result of all 
this pushing and pulling is that you will 
have to stop and pull your pants up 
before you have walked much more 
than 50 yards with the tie down thong 
on your leg. 

Yet another bad feature of the fabric 
sheath is the fact that the velcro clo¬ 
sures make it impossible to remove the 
knife silently. You can hear this par¬ 
ticular velcro release for at least 50 feet. 
There is no way that I could find to get 
this release to function silently. 

Negative as I may seem about Bob 
Parrish’s creation, it’s not a bad surviv¬ 
al knife as far as these hollow handled 
things go. It does cut and hold an edge. 
It is hard to sharpen, and yes, we did 
break the blade. The sheaths look 
racy, but either pull your pants off or 
slap you on the butt as you walk. The 
balance is such that chopping and 
thrusting are seriously impared, and 
with knife and sheath weighing in at 
one pound, 12 Vz ounces, the whole 
thing is seriously overweight On the 
whole, a lot more negatives than posi¬ 
tives. 

However, I think that most of the 
other hollow handled survival knives 
on today’s market suffer from many if 
not most of the criticisms leveled at this 
particular knife. The basic idea sounds 
good, but it is very hard to put in to 
practice. ^ 
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Let’s put a real rifleman on the Board of Directors of the National Rifle 

Association. 

Let’s zero in on a man who has genuine interest and experience in weapons, 
shooting, the arms industry and supporting our Second Amendment rights. 


Vote for SOF 
Publisher Robert K. 


BROWN 



A barrage of anti-gun legislation 
was pounded into law throughout this 
country during the 1960s and early 
1970s by legislators who were 
anti-constitution, anti-liberty, or simply 
misguided into believing such laws 
would reduce crime. They sang a 
convincing rendition of that old song 
about the direct correlation between 
the availability of guns and the 
increase in crime. It was then — and 
continues to be — faulty logic. We all 
know now that crime actually 
increased during the period gun 
owners’ rights were attacked. 

Certainly the National Rifle 
Association was not fooled. Reacting 
to this pressure, a majority of NRA 
voting members — calling themselves 
The Federation’ — overthrew NRA’s 
old guard of officers and directors in 
1977. The Federation’s intent was to 
force NRA to give priority to the fight 
for Second Amendment rights. Since 
that time, NRA has been able to block 
or modify anti-gun legislation while 
nearly tripling membership to more 
than three million. It’s been a period^ 
of hard-earned successes but more 
must be done. 

Some of NRA’s old guard are still 
calling too many of the shots. For 
example, in a recent bill designed to 
remove the onerous anti-gun 
provisions of the ’68 Gun Control Act, 
NRA officially endorsed the Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms 
amendments which would have gutted 
10 of 12 pro-gun provisions and 
added a nationwide, mandatory 


14-day waiting period to buy 
handguns. NRA later copped out on 
the travesty and blamed “sloppy 
bookkeeping.” NRA officials also 
failed to oppose a bureaucrat's 
controversial change to Federal 
regulations which allowed hunting on 
government lands unless previously 
forbidden by Congress. Because of 
that failure, hunting is now forbidden 
on government lands unless expressly 
authorized on a specific plot. This 
represents a reversal of centuries of 
tradition and clearly demonstrates that 
our NRA leadership is not on top of 
vital issues which concern members. 

NRA now admits an error and the 
organization is suing in Federal court 
to overturn the regulation. That’s fine, 
but why was it allowed to happen in 
the first place? The Federation — of 
which I am a member — wants to 
keep our NRA officials’ feet to the fire 
and see that we stop playing catch-up 
ball. 

For the first time in decades, gun 
owners and people who believe 
strongly in the provisions of our 
constitution can count on 
Congressional support. That’s become 
obvious in our recent national 
elections. But some of NRA’s 
bureaucrats still labor under the 
impression that we are fighting a 
losing battle for gun rights and must 
compromise on gun legislation. That’s 
simply not so anymore and each 
compromise is yet another mortal 
blow to our rights. 

I firmly believe that we are now in 


the driver’s seat in Congress and can 
create new legislation rolling back 
those laws created by fuzzy thinkers 
and social engineers during the last 
few decades. We can now force the 
antt-gun crowd to make some 
compromises as we chip away at their 
gains over our rights. 

Voting members of the NRA will 
receive ballots this month for election 
of NRA directors. NRA has done a 
good job foiling anti-gunners since the 
1977 Federation revolt but we are 
only holding the line. 

It s time to take the offensive. We 
are on a roll! If you believe we should 
fight for our gun rights and overturn 
anti-gun legislation, I personally urge 
you to vote the following slate for 
NRA Board Directors: 

Robert K. Brown — Colorado 
Ronald Britton — Minnesota 
Jim Carmichel — Tennessee 
Weldon H. Clark — Maryland 
Joe DeSaye — Montana 
Richard D. Donaldson — Nevada 
Stephen W. Donnell — Oregon 
William F. Greif — New York 
Robert Holderness — Virginia 
Leonard S. Horner — Colorado 
Dr. David I. Kaplan — New York 
Mrs. Jay Janen Knox — Maryland 
Max N. Krunk — Texas 
James McGurk — Pennsylvania 
Carrol D. Newby —■ Arizona 
John W. O’Donnell — Wisconsin 
Dr. Jack Reece — Michigan 
Michael J. Slavonic — Pennsylvania 
Dr. Raymond H. Smith — Texas 
Kenneth Spring — Washington 
Bill Stegkempter — Florida 
Curtis Todd — Arizona 
Glen I. Voorhees — Texas 
Lawrence J. Witt — Washington. 
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_ These bronze soldiers may finally resolve 

£1 i ii CTKI A IWI the conflict that didn’t end with America’s 

VIC I IN Ml VI withdrawal from Vietnam. Most veterans 

seem to approve of it as a symbol of their 
sacrifice. Photo: Jim Graves 

FROM 

WAILING WALL TO 
HALLOWED 
GROUND 

Viet Vets Celebrate Monumental Victory 

by Jim Graves 



A MERICA’S Vietnam Veterans have 
finally won a war. Nearly 10 years 
after their country welshed on a bet that 
U.S. citizens would support a seemingly 
endless war without clear goals or a national 
will to win, the living veterans of service in 


Southeast Asia mounted a counterattack and 
forced a formal, tangible form of public 
apology for the way they had been treated 
over the years. 

Victory was all the more sweet for the 
veterans because it came slowly and pain¬ 


fully. The opening salvos were fired over 
the memories of fallen buddies. 

Two years ago on a blustery Veterans 
Day, swarms of Vietnam Veterans mus¬ 
tered in Washington, D.C. for the dedica¬ 
tion of a somber, black granite wall etched 
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with the names of the 58,022 Americans 
killed in the Vietnam War. Many were not 
happy with the sinister form of the first 
public acknowledgment of sacrifice. They 
felt some people who also served and sacri¬ 
ficed in Vietnam were being ignored. The 
first memorial mourned the dead and said 
nothing about the survivors. 

The living vets came mostly to comfort 
and console each other over personal losses 
and to read the names of buddies immortal¬ 
ized in stone. It was a sad scene and many 
left the nation’s capital depressed. Their 
country still had not got it right. For them 
the war—and their service in it — was not a 
subject of depression or sadness. Veteran’s 
Day 1982 was for the fallen and the forgot¬ 
ten. The living veterans left Washington 
wanting something more. 

Veterans’ organization leaders and activ¬ 
ists began to gather fire support to do battle 
with the bureaucracy over creation of a 
second memorial. Skirmishes continued 
over two succeeding years, primarily be¬ 
tween the Vietnam Veterans Memorial 
Fund (WMF), the private group which 
built the original memorial, and other vets 
who expressed criticism and displeasure 
with the symbolism of the only existing 
public tribute to their sacrifices. In the clos¬ 
ing stages of the infighting and maneuver¬ 
ing, a second memorial was commissioned 
and approved. 

The Victory Medal was unveiled and pre¬ 
sented before some 200,000 Vietnam 
Veterans and supporters on Veteran’s Day 
1984. It brought tears and smiles to the 
countenances of those who braved wind and 
cold on the Mall near 21st Street and Con¬ 
stitution Avenue to get a first look at the 
second memorial. Dedicated on Friday, 9 
November 1984, Frederick Hart’s bronze 
sculpture of three typical grunts was in the 
mold of the triumphant monuments of 
World Wars I and II. It was also a much 
more satisfactory salute, according to vets 
who celebrated life and their continuing be¬ 
lief in America in Washington’s teeming 
streets and hotels. 

Veterans returned from across America 
for a three-day series of events which orga¬ 
nizers appropriately coded “Salute II.’’ It 
had all the trappings of a well-oiled military 
maneuver and culminated on Sunday, 10 
November when the complete memorial — 
somber black headstone and soaring tribute 
to the triumph of human spirit — was for¬ 
mally and finally accepted by President 
Ronald Reagan on behalf of the people of 
the United States. 

During his speech Reagan, in his first 
public appearance following a landslide 
election victory and his first visit to the 
memorial, had sincere words for the noisy 
throng of jubiliant veterans. “No number of 
wreaths, no amount of music and memor¬ 
ializing will ever do them [Vietnam Veter¬ 
ans] justice,” he stated. “Those who fought 
in Vietnam are part of us; part of our history. 
They reflected the best in us. The men of 
Vietnam answered the call of their coun¬ 
try.” 



On the night of the memoriafs dedication, 
veterans placed candles and unit patches at 
its base to signify their approval. Photo: 
Jim Graves 


Veterans honor the dead in their own ways. 
Sometimes it’s a wreath, sometimes flowers. 
But there is always an American flag 
adorning the base of the Vietnam War 
Memorial. Photo: Jim Graves 



'EEKER 


There were similarities between the two 
Veterans Day weekends, which focused on 
veterans of America's most-recent war, but 
the mood of Salute II was noticeably diffe¬ 
rent. The veterans had already paid emo¬ 
tional homage to the fallen and many were 
preserving a tentative peace with country¬ 
men who misunderstood — or detested — 
the individual soldier's role in Vietnam. In 
1984, they came seeking buddies with 
whom they could laugh, drink and remem¬ 
ber the good times that generally out¬ 
weighed the suffering in dimming memor¬ 
ies of the war. 

Many had kind words for Salute IPs com¬ 
bination figurehead and first sergeant, 
George Sullivan. A totally disabled Viet¬ 
nam Veteran who headed an ad hoc group to 
plan the festivities, Sullivan made it clear he 
wanted “a celebration and not a funeral.” 
He indicated the dedication of the first 
memorial in 1982 depressed him. He'd had 
enough depression in his life since being 
wounded in Vietnam and Sullivan swore to 
prevent 1 'everybody being bummed out” 
by Salute II. 

“I remember how I felt that Sunday,” 
Sullivan recalled of his emotional state after 
the wall was dedicated on Saturday, 13 
November 1982. “That Sunday was the 
most depressing day of my life and I didn't 
want to see that happen again.” 

He called the First dedication a sort of 
funeral and then modified his terms. 
“Funeral might be too strong a word,” he 
indicated. “But in the two years since Sa¬ 
lute I, we've had time to accept things better 
and come back and say: ‘I v m not ashamed I 
went to Vietnam. I'm not a loser. I'm glad 
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RALLY ROUND THE 
FLAG, BOYS 

The war they fought and the campaign 
they waged to build the Vietnam Veter¬ 
ans Memorial mirrored each other in one 
key aspect. Both were sharply divisfve. 

Controversy over the validity and ne¬ 
cessity of the war in Southeast Asia 
erupted into street violence in the U.S. 
Veterans came home to have their ex¬ 
perience ignored at best. At worst they 
were treated like potentially dangerous 
sociopaths. Given the prevailing post- 
Vietnam social consciousness of the 
1970s, most Vietnam Veterans realized 
that getting national support for a monu¬ 
ment to their monumental sacrifices 
would be an uphill battle. 

But Jan Scruggs and others decided 
that if veterans wanted a memorial to 
mark their service and sacrifice in Viet¬ 
nam, they’d just have to fight up that hill 
and overrun the opposition. In the effort 
bitter feelings prompted by the war sur¬ 
faced to split even the veterans’ ranks. 
Fortunately, the struggle for official rec¬ 
ognition has given the Vietnam Veteran 
a renewed sense of pride and status that 
most thought would never come. The 
national psyche and the image of the 
Vietnam Vet is emerging whole, 
healthier and happier. 

The struggle among veterans working 
for support of a national memorial — 
and ultimately the nation’s post- 
Vietnam healing process — began when 
Scruggs, a former Army corporal, 
founded the Vietnam Veterans Memo¬ 
rial Fund. Under his guidance, the • 
WMF began a nationwide campaign to 
involve veterans in raising their own 
funds through private donations to select 
a design and build their own memorial. 
Heated disagreement among veterans 
began in 1981 when a monument design 
was selected from among contest en¬ 
tries. 

The winner was a 21-year-old Yale 
University architecture major, Maya 
Ying Lin of Athens, Ohio. Some ques¬ 
tions were raised because the designer 
was barely old enough to really remem¬ 
ber U.S. military involvement in Viet¬ 
nam. Mild protests were made about her 
Chinese ancestry because China sup¬ 
ported the communist enemy in Viet¬ 
nam. But the real battle lines formed 
over the design of the proposed monu¬ 
ment. 

Despite vehement objections from 
many veterans, Lin’s concept became 
reality on Washington Mall at 21 st Street 
and Constitution Avenue, NW. Two 
walls of somber black granite were 
erected, each almost 247 feet long, 
meeting at a 125-degree angle pointing 
northeast. The granite panels compris¬ 
ing the walls are narrow and small on 
each open end of the monument's V- 
shape, but they gradually expand in 
height as they reach the midpoint, so that 
while the panel tops remain at ground 


level, a viewer descends along the exca¬ 
vated sculpture until reaching the vertex. 
He or she then can look up at two panels 
just over 10 feet high meeting in an 
obtuse angle. The open end of one wall 
points at the Washington Monument, the 
other at the nearby Lincoln Memorial. 
Inscribed on the discreetly numbered 
panels are the names of the 58,022 
Americans killed or missing in action in 
the Vietnam War. 

Ironically, in trying to avoid one 
potential problem in the monument’s de¬ 
sign organizers ran into it headlong. One 
of the first design criteria established for 
the VVMF-sponsored competition was 
that the memorial not express a political 
message. But as many heavily-criticized 
scupltors have learned, artistic render¬ 
ings communicate different things to 
different people. 

Vietnam vet Tom Carhart fired the 
first public volley in the battle between 
veterans when newspapers reported that 
he had tagged Lin’s work “the black 
gash of shame and sorrow.’ 1 Some 
veterans viewed the design as definitely 
set in a political cast, and saw its con¬ 
notations as anti-veteran and anti- 
American. 

SOF Publisher Bob Brown was one of 
the earliest and most vocal critics of the 
first memorial. He provided money and 
muscle to help other opponents get or¬ 
ganized. 

“When the first small group of us 
came together to propose a more 
appropriate memorial — the statue and 
flag — the most tangible support came 
from SOF,” commented Vietnam 
Veteran Milt Kopulous who was one of 
the opposition organizers. 

“If it weren’t for the support Bob 
Brown and SOF provided, the group of 
supporters would never have come 
together and there simply would not be a 
memorial and flag standing there to¬ 
day.” 

The second memorial movement 
gained weight and credence in the form 
of protests to practically every gov¬ 
ernmental authority. 

Such protests —as sharp as they were 
— ultimately resulted in a constructive 
and apparently satisfactory compromise 
that won critical acclaim from both sides 
of the controversy: Fredrick Hart’s re¬ 
cently dedicated statue of three U.S. ser¬ 
vicemen. It depicts the three — a black, 
a white and a Hispanic — in combat gear 
in a pose typical for combat patrols in a 
hostile area. All are looking toward the 
thousands of names on the wall. 

The compromise also included provi¬ 
sions to make the meaning of the monu¬ 
ments clear to all observers. An added 
inscription reads: “Our nation honors 
the courage, sacrifice and devotion to 
duty and country of its Vietnam Veter¬ 
ans. This memorial was built with pri¬ 
vate contributions from the American 
people.” 

Another compromise was a pole from 



Veterans from all branches of the service 
gathered to show their faith in America 
and to receive a belated homecoming. 
Photo: Jim Graves 


which to fly the American flag, erected 
between the statue and the wall. The 
fight to add the flagpole made many 
veterans bitter about the monument dis¬ 
pute, according to some of those in¬ 
volved. 

Even detractors now agree that Lin’s 
sculpture has artistic power. Its worst 
veteran critics acknowledge an over¬ 
whelming emotion when they see it and 
they claim to clearly perceive the in¬ 
tended message. The nation has ack¬ 
nowledged the ultimate sacrifice made 
by thousands of real people that they 
knew and fought beside, loved, suffered 
and laughed with in Vietnam. 

Perhaps that powerful emotion — and 
the painful memories it prompts — is the 
reason many veterans are reluctant to 
visit the wall. Some have said the reac¬ 
tion is not in the design but in the stag¬ 
gering size of the roster of names. From 
an individual perspective, it’s hard for 
many veterans to realize that so many 
people died in Vietnam. 

Dennis Sleinburg, a Vietnam Veteran 
from Bergland, Michigan, was typically 
moved by his descent into the bowels of 
the memorial. “I think the wall is stun¬ 
ning,” he commented, “and I’m not a 
war memorial lover. They seem to repre¬ 
sent death. That wall stopped me in my 
tracks. I remember I stood at the apex 
and looked down one side and another 
and it just overwhelmed me. 

“The only great advantage those 
names have over us is that they died 
during their youth. Their youth will fore¬ 
ver be intact. Ours won’t. It’s just a 
fleeting memory.” 

The controversy over a public tribute 
to Vietnam Veterans has finally abated 
and the memorial is complete. The 
maligned and much-disputed wall — in 
a beautiful city noted worldwide for its 
memorials, monuments and tourist 
attractions — has become the second 
most-visited site. 

— Jim Graves 
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my buddies are here with me and let’s have a 
drink to our buddies we lost and the MIAs. 
And let’s move on with our lives.’ ” 

To cultivate a more up-beat atmosphere, 
Sullivan’s Salute II group concentrated on 
getting veterans to organize unit reunions 
during the elaborate and traditional activi¬ 
ties of a Veteran’s Day weekend, which 
lately have included candlelight services for 
the POW/MIAs, an Army Band concert, a 
flyover at the Mall by helicopters and jets 
and a service at the Tomb of the Unknown 
Soldier in Arlington National Cemetery. 
Sullivan’s Salute II organization also 
arranged for a concert on the Washington 
Mall on Saturday, 10 November, with 
Frankie Valli and The Four Seasons and 
Chris Noell. 

Noell, a relatively obscure Hollywood 
personality these days, struck a particularly 
poignant chord in nearly all the Vietnam 
Veterans. She was one of a block of DJs 
who were heard over the American Forces 
Vietnam Network (AFVN) during most of 
the war years and a favorite with the troops, 
who drooled into their transistor radios at 
her traditional greeting: “Hi, love. It’s 
Chris Noell from Hollywood.” Noell, who 
currently lives in West Palm Beach, Fla., 
hosted a Top-40 program called “A Date 
With Chris,” which aired in Vietnam from 
1966 to 1970. She brightened many miser¬ 
able days for Vietnam servicemen and re¬ 
peated the performance at Salute II. 

Valli and the Four Seasons, the group 
which busted charts continuously in the ’60s 
and a favorite of many Vietnam-era vets, 
performed in a rock concert atmosphere on 
the Mall. They were clearly caught up in the 
spirit of the event. Valli, a patriotic and 
opinionated performer, even sacrificed pro¬ 
fit for principle. 

He refused payment for the lucrative 
appearance beyond a small advance for ex¬ 
penses already spent when he learned Salute 
II organizers stood to go into the hole for 
some $80,000. 

“He feels a great debt to us [Vietnam 
Veterans],” said Sullivan. “We’re the peo¬ 
ple who made him rich and famous. And 
he’s a very patriotic, pro-American guy. 
When he found out we weren’t getting sup¬ 
port from the veterans ' organizations he got 
very upset.” Sullivan indicated the singer 
said the organizers didn’t owe him any more 
money. 

Valli also promised Sullivan that the Four 
Seascms would return to any future events 
— provided there are any. That brings up a 
sore subject with Sullivan and his team of 
helpers. They put Salute II together with 
only $20,000 in donations, and Sullivan 
said he spent another $80,000 of his own 
money in making the huge party happen. 
Similar celebrations were originally en¬ 
visioned for every four years, but he has no 
firm plans for a Salute III in 1988 unless he 
gets more solid support. Veterans and 
friends can offer that as well as help Sulli¬ 
van offset his losses on the 1984 event by 
writing: Salute II, Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 
19373, Washington, D.C. 20036. 



Jam 1 Jnuda in nut taken Itiu krncEh by 
Vietnam Veterans. They still lake ever) 
u-ppnrtuuiM ty show iliL-ir displeasure 
mer her it^rl input ion. in the YEelnain 
War. Photo; Jim Graves 



Onr of the more illuminating events of 
Salute ll was Lin- Imruing of Jane Fund a 
in flflg.i, Photo: Jim Graves 


BURN TI1E BITCH 

Many times the best part of a cere¬ 
mony ts not necessarily listed on the 
official program. Vietnam Veterans 
attending ihe recent dedication of the 
second and imal purl of the Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial gleefully flocked to 
an event that the official planners 
couldn’i Li St in the line-up of Veteran's 
Day activities. It begat] shortly after the 
formalities ended. 

Weather an the Washington Mall was 
appropriate: cold and damp, remmSscent 
of ihe Vietnam monsoon. It provided a 
somber setting for ihe final dedication of 
(he memorial. A missy wind whipped off 
she nearby Re Heeling Pool as Ian 
Scruggs, head of the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial Fund (WMF), the group 
which brought the project to life, offi¬ 
cially turned over to President Ronald 
Reagan ihe statue depicting three grunts 
on a combat patrol. 

Btss the weather hardly dampened ihe 
spirits of the veterans and their families 
who turned out for the dedication cere¬ 
mony. They suffered politely -through 
the political foldcroL that Washington 
exudes on such occasions and were fair¬ 
ly reserved during the aclual dedication 
ceremony. And then the image of an old 
enemy appeared m their midst. 

It was as though someone had yelled 
" Incoming, “ or offered curiy rotation 
on the Freedom Bird for the ones who 
could vent the most anger. Some 
200,000 veterans and observers did an 
abrupt about l ace and roared as someone 
raised an effigy of Jane Fonda at the near 
of the crowd. 

It was a hell of an idea if crowd reac¬ 


tion is any measure. A stuffed dummy 
looking like Jane Fonda and topped with 
a VC flag became ihe target of the frus- 
traiions many veterans have felt over her 
unpunished activities in support of their 
enemies. “It wasn’t difficult*’’ said one 
of the effigy’s creators. It was effective. 

"Burn The Bitch!" The chant grew to 
a roar as hundreds of canfinue-clad vets 
clamored to see the effigy go up in 
smoke/ 1 

Without hesitation., someone dashed 
on a little gas to carry out the wilt of the 
crowd. A Zippo sparked in the drizzle 
and ihe blazing effigy sent smoke and 
flame skyward to the delight of obser¬ 
vers. All that was missing were ho [dogs 
and marshmallows The fire brightened 
(lit sky — and the Somber mood. It 
seared something into the hearts of him' 
dreds of men who'd borne a grudge 
against Fonda for years. 

"ii looked like everyone was en¬ 
joying themselves." said Scruggs. The 
former Army corporal left (lie speakers' 
platform just in time to witness and en¬ 
joy the impromptu conclusion of I he 
ceremony. ,L I thought it was rather 
humorous/ 1 lie added. Scruggs had 
weathered a Jot of critic]sin over the 
memorial since he began fighting for its 
creation, but he emerged that day a hero: 
lane Fonda was the honorary viIlian of 
choice. 

How many times over the years have 
so many veterans thought of having Jane 
Fonda in their rights so they could say, 
“Go ahead. Make my day/' 

She ImalJy did something for Amer¬ 
ica’s Vietnam Veterans. Thanks. 
“Hanoi Jane." Sin Loi. 

— Jim Gra ves 
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There were some serious moments during 
the Veterans Day observances. After the 
dedication ceremony and the concerts, peo¬ 
ple flocked to the candlelight service for the 
POW/MIAs sponsored by the National 
League of Families on Saturday night. 
Throngs of veterans, families and friends 
went out to the Mall to hear George Brooks 
(of the National League), Everett Alvarez 
(Veterans Administration Deputy Adminis¬ 
trator and a returned POW) and others speak 
in a moving program honoring the 2,483 
Americans still unaccounted for in South¬ 
east Asia. The United States Air Force 
Ceremonial Band and the United States 
Navy Sea Chanters — singing “Let My 
People Go,*’ “America,” and “Battle 
Hymn of the Republic” — provided a mov¬ 
ing musical background for the ceremony. 

At the end of the program the mob filed 
past the looming V-shape of the original 
memorial to place lighted candles at its base 
or along its top. That triggered a minor 
confrontation when a lone Park Service 
attendant moved in and demanded that the 
candles be taken down off the top of the 
wall. He seemed distraught and worried that 
wax might disfigure the giant granite slabs. 

Most % of the vets thought he needed a 
prompt attitude adjustment session and paid 
little heed. A barracks-room lawyer in the 
group pointed out that the memorial would 
not officially belong to the Park Service 
until Sunday and suggested there were more 
appropriate locations the attendant might 
find for the candles — on his person. Cooler 
heads prevailed and a suggestion was made 
to simply move the candles back a few in¬ 
ches so they would not drip wax down the 
wall. The Park Service guide measured the 
mood of the crowd and decided compromise 
was a part of his federal job description. 

Vietnam’s most senior military veteran 
also made muster at the dedication of the 
second memorial. Retired U.S. Army 
General William C. Westmoreland, com¬ 
mander of Military Assistance Command 
Vietnam (MACV) until 1968, took the 
weekend off from helping argue his libel 
suit against CBS-TV to come to Washing¬ 
ton. He blinked back tears at the thunderous 
applause that followed his introduction to 
“his boys.” Enthusiastic veterans clamored 
for a speech Westmoreland was not pre¬ 
pared to give. The grey-haired General 
Westmoreland ad libbed a near perfect 
sentiment. “You did the job your country 
asked you to. You did magnificently and 
nobody could have done it better.” It was 
the sort of thing this crowd had come to hear 
but speeches occupied little time. 

While hectic, often tiring organized 
events swirled around the veterans, most 
sought the solace of what they considered 
the real core of the gathering. In both small 
and large groups, veterans met to share ex¬ 
periences and private thoughts with the only 
people who could genuinely understand and 
empathize: other veterans. At informal 
meetings in quiet Georgetown bars and res¬ 
taurants or at formal unit reunions, Vietnam 
Veterans rediscovered each other and re- 



Most Vietnam Veterans have families now 
but they will never forget their days in the 
war. The young son of this 101st Airborne 
Division vet can’t understand what all the 
fuss is about. Photo: Mark Johnson 


The living haven’t forgotten. This Vietnam 
Veteran carries a reminder for everyone 
that many American POW-MI As never 
returned from Southeast Asia. Photo: Mark 
Johnson 



lived those high times when success was 
measured by survival rather than bank ba¬ 
lance. 

Planning for participation in Salute 11 
since March, Army Division Associations 
were far more organized and cooperative 
than their other service counterparts. For 
Salute II, the 1st, 4th, 9th, 23rd (Americal) 
and 25th Infantry Di visions; the 82nd, 101st 
Airborne Divisions; the 173rd Airborne Bri¬ 
gade; the 199th Infantry Brigade; the 1st 
Cavalry Division; 11th Armored Cavalry 
Regiment; Special Forces Association; 93rd 
Evac and Airborne-Ranger/LRRP Associa¬ 
tions all hosted Washington reunions. The 
attendance made the Army veterans clearly 
in the majority during Salute II. 

Navy, Air Force, Coast Guard and 
Marines were directed to “headquarters 
hotels,” but there were only a few reunion 
organizations from those services. In a cou¬ 
ple of cases, the former commanders of 
some Marine companies did start their own 
and pul together mini-reunions, gathering 
familiar faces from among the crowds. 

Most often former Marines, USCG, USN 
and AF personnel arranged ad hoc gather¬ 
ings simply by keeping a sharp eye out for 
unit patches on often ill-fitting fatigues and 
uniforms worn to public events on the 
Washington Mall. Some expediently sought 
out old comrades by carrying homemade 
signs or yelling at mass gathering: “Any¬ 
body here from Bravo 1/9, ’66-’67?” 

Headquarters hotels posted locator 
boards and two Veterans organizations ran 
computerized veteran data banks to help 
veterans track down long lost buddies. (See 
“Find-A-Vet” on Page 36.) In a sort of 
Vietnam Veteran “computer dating ser¬ 
vice,” veteran Tom Sutterfield has married 
modem technology to one of a number of 
quirky aspects about service in Vietnam. 

The relatively short combat tour — 13 
months for Marines and 12 months for sol¬ 
diers — makes it especially difficult for 
Nam vets to locate buddies who did not 
rotate with them out of the combat zone. 
That and the changing nature of the war over 
10 turbulent years makes it hard for veterans 
to locate men who can relate to a specific set 
of wartime circumstances. Most men went 
to Vietnam as individual replacements in 
units that operated in vastly different situa¬ 
tions over a long period of time. 

A veteran who served with the USMC’s 
1st Battalion, 9th Marines in Da Nang in 
1965 would have a totally different frame of 
reference from a 1 st Air Cavalry Army vet 
who served in the Central Highlands in 
1968. The 1/9 vet would even have a sub¬ 
stantially different experience than another 
1/9 vet who served in 1967 in the DMZ. 
Fortunately, such confusion is not reflected 
in the statue which the Vietnam Veterans 
came to Washington to see. 

Sculptor Fredrick Hart found it difficult 
to avoid conflict with perceived images of 
individual veterans when he was designing 
the memorial which depicts three “typical” 
Vietnam-era fighting men. 

“At first it was very confusing,” said 
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Hart, who is not a ’Nam Veteran. ‘‘You 
know the way you dressed, the way you did 
things, the little eccentricities you had at a 
certain time in a certain place. If you went 
200 meters down the line, two months later 
everybody would be doing something diffe¬ 
rent. 

“Guys would come in while I was work¬ 
ing on it and say, ‘Ahh, we never wore gas 
masks. 1 Or, ‘We didn’t do that, we did it 
this way.’ 

“I was always getting this contradictory 
stuff and it made me kinda dizzy for awhile. 
I would do something and then somebody 
would come in and tell me that was the 
wrong way. 

“Finally, I realized that there was no one 
person, no one viewpoint that was correct 
and that there was this collection of details 
that someone would always find fault with 
because they just never did that.” In the end 
Hart went for generalities rather than details 
in both service affiliation and peculiarities 
of combat uniforms. 

The product of realist rendering is a 
genuine compromise that seemed to make 
virtually all veteran observers confident that 
they were represented in one form or 
another. Three fighting men gaze into the 
distance with tired eyes, as though they 
were returning to basecamp following a 
long, hot walk in the sun. The central figure 
is a white man; obviously a Marine because 
of the distinctive USMC-style flak jacket he 
is wearing. A black soldier flanks him on 
the right, wearing an Army flak jacket with 
a towel around his neck and carrying an 
M16 with the sling removed. The man on 
the left is obviously Hispanic. He wears a 
floppy cover commonly know as a “boonie 
hat” and carries an M60 machine gun on his 
shoulder. They are very typical. They are 
the images that TV has burned into Amer¬ 
ican minds concerning her Vietnam Veter¬ 
ans. 

“What I tried to do was give the appear¬ 
ance of a unit — as if the three had just 
stepped off a helicopter together, some¬ 
where on some landing zone in Vietnam,” 
Hart explained. 

His handling of historical detail is im¬ 
pressive for a man who was never in Viet¬ 
nam. Hart has done a particularly moving 
job on the countenances of his subjects. 
They have the “thousand-yard stare” so 
familiar to war-weary veterans of all con¬ 
flicts. They seem to have seen it all. And 
like many Veterans of Vietnam, they seem 
old before their time. A second element 
which adds to the emotional impact of 
Hart’s work was out of his hands. 

The second Vietnam Veterans Memorial 
was placed by government officials in a 
group of trees on a rise opposite the right 
arm of the first memorial. Standing seven- 
feet tall and weighing about 3,000 pounds, 
the bronze warriors gaze toward the older 
memorial as if they were scanning the ebony 
surface for the names of buddies they had 
lost in combat. These elements of the new 
memorial have added fuel to a fire that con¬ 
tinues to smolder between those who like 
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FIND-A-VET 

Ever wonder what happened to that 
guy who served with you in Nam? You 
know, good old whatVhis-name from 
Texas, the Big Apple or Puckyhuddle, 
Nebraska. Wouldn’t it be great to look 
that crazy dude up and see if he ? $ still 
dinky-dow? 

You’re in luck. If you want to find 
some of your buddies and you’ve got a 
few details on their backgrounds, Tom 
Satterfield of the Veterans of the Viet¬ 
nam War, Inc. (VVW) may be able to 
help. 

Sutterfield, national commander of 
the VVW. brought his “Find-A-Vet” 
computerized data bank service to 
Washington for Salute II and made a big 
impression on the many vets who were 
unaware of his organization or his loca¬ 
tor service. 

If you are like most Nam Vets, you 
came home alone between 1965 and 
1975, left the service shortly after your 
return or within a year or two, and got on 
with your life. At home, you probably 
sought other vets as friends but more 
often than not they served in a different 
time, place and unit. As memories dim¬ 
med over the years, it became in¬ 
creasingly hard to get back in touch. 
Even the guys who made up your world 
for 365 days became only memories. 

Sutterfield. an employee of Bur¬ 
roughs Computers, was aware of this 
problem both from his own experiences 
in trying to locate friends from Nam and 
from conversations with other VVW 
members. He decided to do something 
about it and started his “Find-A-Vet” 
service using his own computer equip¬ 
ment and VVW members as the original 
pool of data. 

Veterans can write to Sutterfield 
(Find-A-Vet, Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 
567, Stone Mountain, GA 30086) for a 
data form. Fill out the pertinent informa¬ 
tion (name, rank, service, dates of ser¬ 
vice and current address) and return it to 
Sutterfield. At the same time, you can 
request a search through the data bank 
for friends — even if you can‘t remem¬ 
ber their last names. 

The beauty of applying computers to 
the relocation problem is that Sutterfield 
can search for key items and get print- 


Many people come to the wall to trace the 
names of friends who fell in battle. Photo: 
Mark Johnson 

outs. If someone wants to know the 
names of all veterans from India Com¬ 
pany, Third Battalion, 3rd Marines or all 
India 3/3 vets who served during a speci¬ 
fic time period, the computer can spit it 
out in no time flat. 

Sutterfield got plenty of help from 
Burroughs Computers during Salute II. 
Because everyone expected heavy de¬ 
mand, they supplied additional termin¬ 
als, printers and supplies. While his 
computer service was not well- 
advertised, Sutterfield was able to add 
about 4,000 names to the data bank. It 
now has 10,000 veterans listed. 

At present, the data bank is limited to 
veterans trying to locate other veterans 
and Sutterfield has no plans to change 
that policy. It is also free. 

“Vet organizations should strive to 
serve vets, not make money,” said Sut¬ 
terfield. 

He also sponsors another organiza¬ 
tion. Called Veterans of the Vietnam 
War, Inev, Dept. SOF, 2090 Bald 
Mountain Road. Wilkes-Barre, PA 
18702, it costs only a $6 membership per 
year and might be worth looking into if 
you are a vet. VVW is open to veterans 
of all wars — but is dominated by Nam 
•Vets — as well as wives or husbands of 
veterans and civilians who served in 
Vietnam. It provides the traditional ser¬ 
vices to veterans, assisting in filing 
claims for disability and compensation, 
representation before appeals boards, 
etc. VVW also publishes a newsletter; 
$8 for six issues yearly. 

The organization is openly patriotic 
and their rules back that up: “Mem¬ 
bership in this organization is denied, in 
accordance with our Constitution, to any 
otherwise qualified persons, who are, or 
who we strongly suspect of being, 
opposed to the Constitution of the Un¬ 
ited States and/or dedicated to the over¬ 
throw of the Government of the United 
States.” 

It’s not hard to see why Sutterfield’s 
“Find-A-Vet” program generates an 
American flag logo when the computer 
is turned on. 

—- Jim Graves 
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An American flag waves proudly over the 
new memorial. It’s been a long time 
coming. Photo: Jim Graves 

the original wall and those who believe the 
tribute needs both structures to be complete. 

The focus of the controversy seems to be 
the expressions on the faces of the fighting 
men depicted. Proponents of the more sur¬ 
realistic black wall feel that these Fighting 
men — boonie-rats to Army vets or bush- 
beasts to former Marines — appear to be 
searching the wall as if they were looking 
for their own names among the KIAs. 
Opponents of the wall say the expressions 
are just a reflection of the bewilderment, 
disassociation and aura of detachment so 
often used to stereotype Vietnam Veterans. 

“Actually a lot of what I put [in the men’s 
expressions] I got from veterans looking at 
the wall,” Hart revealed. He made hun¬ 
dreds of trips to the site while working on 
the bronze. ‘‘So you get the glazed look that 
the machine gunner has, the pained, but 
defiant and tense look that the white guy in 
the center has and some sheer anguish that 
the black guy has.” Hart feels he captured 
what was wanted but he’s aware that he has 
detractors. 

“It [the symbolism of the statue] was an 
enormously tricky problem and there were 
an enormous number of people, waiting like 
vultures for us to fail so they could say, ‘I 
told you so.’ ’* 

The criticism of his project preyed on 
Hart as he struggled with the statue. He 
indicates the biggest depressions came from 
‘ ‘opening the Washington Post every morn¬ 
ing.’’ Hart doesn’t mind letting people 
know what he thinks of the establishment 
press. 

“Those sonofabitehes came after me ev¬ 
ery day, relentlessly. Whether it was letters- 
to-the-editor, editorials or columnists.’’ It 
was a fairly venomous campaign. 

After two years of scorn pouring from the 
pens of left-wing columnists like Mary 
McGory in the Post and syndicated col¬ 
umnist Ellen Goodman (who writes for the 
Boston Globe but runs in the Post), Hart was 
ecstatic when on 10 November 1984, 
Washington Post art critic Benjamin Forgey 
wrote: “It [the combination of Hart’s 
bronze and the wall] is perhaps a most im¬ 
probable reconciliation, but it is altogether a 
fitting one.” Hart supports that view and 
he’s very proud of the finished product. 
Others are too, and they appreciate the sym¬ 
bolism involved in adding a flagpole as a 
final tribute to the men who served that 
national symbol. (See “Rally Round the 
Flag, Boys,” page 33) 

William P. Pendley expressed his opin¬ 
ion in The Washington Times. “Standing 
there beneath the flag, hearing it snap in the 
wind, you look up into the earnest faces of 
young men sent to war — pausing timeless- 
ly in combat — and then, lowering your 
gaze see across the vast expanse of grass to 
the headstone raised to those who did not 
return. They should have been together: the 
service, the sacrifice and the symbol.’* ^ 



MARCH 85 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 37 






SOF CENTRAL AMERICA 

FLYING THE 

UNFRIENDLY 

SKIES 

A Combat Pilot Reviews 
El Salvador’s Air Force 

by Dana Drenkowski 



T HE story is screamed over Radio 
Venceremos with maddening reg¬ 
ularity. It’s always the same song and 
dance staged by the propaganda pushers 
to impress gullible guerrilla fighters. 

“The despicable, cruel and inhumane 
Winged Death Squadron is at it again,” 
intones the communist announcer and 
the daily soap opera continues. The vil¬ 
lains are always El Salvador’s Air Force 
pilots flying small A-37 Dragonfly jet 
fighter-bombers to “intentionally attack 
villages and to gun down innocent women 
and children from the air.” 

American veterans who have had the 
opportunity to tune in on such broadcasts 
are reminded of similar propaganda pro¬ 
duced by Hanoi Hannah and other North 
Vietnamese broadcasters. Similar 
charges were made against U.S. pilots. 
There was no truth to that and there is 
none to the charges being leveled by Cen¬ 
tral American communists at Salvadoran 
pilots flying combat missions over the 
turbulent terrain of their country. 

Naturally, the diatribe over Radio 
Venceremos becomes most strident when 
one of the A-37 jocks manages to spot and 
squash a guerrilla encampment. Then 
it’s Katy Bar the Door and the Fuerza 
Area del El Salvador (FAS) pilots are 
called everything but human. The atten¬ 
tion given to these government airmen is 
clearly all out of proportion to their size 
— which simply proves that they are a 
powerful, painful frustration for the 
communist guerrillas. 

Less than 75 pilots make up the FAS 
and only a small number of these actually 
fly the six available A-37s. The rest of this 


close-knit fraternity flies a motley but 
colorful collection of more than a dozen 
aircraft types and many of the pilots are 
checked out on two or three different 
planes. But numbers of pilots or aircraft 
are not measures of their impact on El 
Salvador’s continuing, bloody guerrilla 
war. With typical Air Force aplomb, 
these young men carry the war to an 
elusive guerrilla army each day. None 
hesitates to take off despite the fact that 
Radio Venceremos regularly broadcasts 
a guerrilla promise to execute any pilot 
unlucky enough to be shot down and fall 
into their hands. That’s not a major con¬ 
cern in El Salvador’s ready rooms or 
jungle flightlines. Salvo pilots don’t make 
easy targets. 

Until the war really boiled over two 


Above the clouds: A-37 Dragonflys head 
through the skies toward a guerrilla camp. 
Photo: Dana Drenkowski 


years ago, FAS pilots were often qualified 
to fly several different aircraft types 
ranging from transports to helicopters 
and Fighter planes. That made most of 
them highly-qualified aviators but there 
is a continuing move to specialize pilots in 
particular types to increase their effec¬ 
tiveness. Currently Salvo pilots are di¬ 
vided by communities of transport, heli¬ 
copter and fighter squadrons. The gener¬ 
ally stay with a single type of ship and 
rarely cross over into another specialty. 

Salvadoran pilots are free from most of 
the flying restrictions usually placed on 
their U.S. counterparts. They take full 
advantage of such a loose rein by pushing 
to develop flying skills that are right out 
on the edge of the performance envelope 
for whatever they fly in support of the 
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COIN war. FAS pilots are also unfettered 
by the usual non-flying administrative 
garbage which takes up more than half of 
a U.S. Air Force pilot’s time. Morale¬ 
building air shows and stunts after mis¬ 
sions keep them razor-honed for the real 
business of combat flying. Combat avia¬ 
tion requires total concentration and the 
Salvo pilots are allowed to concentrate on 
flying. 


DRAGONFLIES AT WAR 

The runway rushed rapidly be¬ 
neath the nose of the little jet. With a 
familiar little bump, we left the earth 
behind and climbed quickly to cruis¬ 
ing altitude. Kicking at the rudder 
pedals, we aimed the bulbous nose of 
our ship between the two volcanos we 
would use as landmarks. Navigation 
in El Salvador is no problem. Just 
remember your bearing from a famil¬ 
iar volcano. 

As we levelled off, I looked at the 
two 750 pound bombs nestled snugly 
beneath each wing. A three foot fuse 
extender — designed to detonate the 
bomb above ground for maximum 
shrapnel effect — gave them an even 
more sinister appearance, sort of like 
hitchhiking bees with their stingers 
extended. We were packing the gear 
to get the G’s in this area. Now all we 
had to do was find them. 

I was back in the cockpit of a jet 
fighter-bomber headed for combat, 
this time in the right seat of an El 
Salvadoran FAS A-37 Dragonfly. The 
A-37 is a modified version of Cessna’s 
twin engine T-37 trainer. Every USAF 
pilot remembers them from his days 
in pilot training. Bomb racks, a rotat¬ 
ing barrel Gatling-type 7.62mm 
machine gun and two powerful J85 
turbojets turned the screeching train¬ 
er into a brush-skimming guerrilla 
buster. And we were going to see just 
what it could do. 

Our target was five abandoned 
farm buildings being used by the guer¬ 
rillas as a remote training camp. The 
campesinos who had lived there were 
driven out by the war — now only the 
Gs stayed there. Intelligence had con¬ 
firmed the Gs were there the night 
before. Now, at the crack of dawn, we 
were going up to try to catch them. 

My pilot had checked my logbook 
so he trusted me to take the stick and 
drive the Dragonfly to the target area. 
Compared to the slow moving piston 
engine 0-2As and C-47s I had been 
flying with FAS, the Dragonfly 
seemed light and nimble as it cut the 
clouds. I relaxed and enjoyed the air¬ 
plane, watching the rugged moun¬ 
tains covered with vegetation in an 
endless variety of green. The land¬ 
scape streaked by so rapidly that I was 
surprised when the pilot broke into 


The nerve center of El Salvador’s com¬ 
bat aviation body nestles in a brushy 
plain a few miles east of San Salvador at 
Ilopango Air Base, a flat circle of earth 
barely 7,000 feet in diameter. A single 
ribbon of runway stretches north-south 
across the entire base. Both ends of the 
runway are guarded by deep ravines and 
the western edge is overlooked by high 
ridges. Mazes of smaller ridges and 



With Its payload of bombs, the 
Dragonfly can do a lot of damage to 
concentrations of enemy troops. Photo: 
Dana Drenkowski 

my thoughts by announcing that he 
had the targets in sight. 

Taking over the controls, he flipped 
the armament switches on and ad¬ 
justed the mil setting on the divebomb 
sight. Pushing gently on the stick, he 
took us on that familiar elevator ride 
from altitude to swoop down on the 
first target. The right wing lifted gent¬ 
ly as our deadly cargo clicked off the 
bomb-rack and nosed toward the clus¬ 
ter of hootches. We clawed up and out 
of the dive, an action that subjected us 
to a gut-wrenching four or five Gs. 
The pilot had no problem jinking left 
and right to thwart any tracking mis¬ 
siles or radar-guided gunfire that 
might follow us up. We repeated the 
routine: four passes, four bombs. 

A quick flash followed by the tell¬ 
tale white concussion wave that rip¬ 
pled from each explosion marked our 
hits. The familiar blossom of high ex¬ 
plosive expanded below us and tall 
columns of black smoke drifted up¬ 
ward from the target area. One quick 
orbit over the target and it was back to 
work. The pilot flipped the blinking 
armament panel switches from 
“bombs’' to “guns.” Six times the 
Dragonfly screamed down on the 
scrambling guerrillas, pouring more 
than 1100 of the 1500 available rounds 
through the barrels of our 7.62mm 
mini-gun. The red tracers arced lazily 
into the buildings and training fields. 
None were off target. Our pilot had 
mastered the tricky business of keep¬ 
ing one eye on the gunsight and the 
other on his flight instruments. 



ravines creep to the outskirts of the east¬ 
ern side of the base and drop off into Lake 
Ilopango, a volcanic crater filled with wa¬ 
ter and stretching to a diameter of eight 
miles. One fourth of the available base 
area is occupied by civilian aircraft and a 
civil aviation operation. This area is sepa¬ 
rated from the main base by a single 
barbed wire fence but the taxiway from 
the civil side of the field is open. The 


The controls came to me again as we 
made low-level, intimidation passes at 
another nearby guerrilla encamp¬ 
ment. My personal rules for this mis¬ 
sion held me to observation rather 
than active combat, so I kept my 
hands off the gun controls. I skimmed 
the earth, making tight circles around 
potential targets but it was impossible 
to make a positive I.D. of guerrilla 
activity at that speed. An attack 
wasn’t worth the risk. Climbing back 
to altitude, we cruised back to the vol¬ 
cano near Ilopango without draining 
the rest of our ammo. 

Later that day, Radio Venceremos 
came on the air with one of their usual 
blistering reports. It seems that our 
plane didn’t really hit a guerrilla en¬ 
campment. Once again, the FAS had 
managed to massacre a village filled 
with women, children, and pregnant 
nuns. There were no guerrilla casual¬ 
ties, the radio said. 

The story is always the same. It pro¬ 
bably doesn’t fool anyone anymore 
but the rebels keep trying. There was 
no village, only five buildings occu¬ 
pied only by guerrillas and we nailed 
them. No communist propaganda can 
alter that fact. 

— Dana Drenkowski 
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Salvadoran government is well aware of 
security risks but there is no workable 
alternative to the cheek-by-jowl arrange¬ 
ment. llopango is the only major air base in 
the country and available funds to build a 
separate civil aviation complex are sucked 
off by the war effort. 

This situation causes major worries for 
the officers commanding the army’s Air¬ 
borne Battalion which is tasked with de¬ 
fending the base. Their concern is not with¬ 
out some basis in sad experience. In 1981, 
llopango was attacked by guerrilla 
saboteurs. Nearly a dozen planes dis¬ 
appeared in balls of flame, a loss the Salva¬ 
dorans could ill afford. 

The leader of that guerrilla strike force 
defected recently and described how his tiny 
band was trained for the attack at a Cuban 
military camp near Havana. Following a 
subsequent trip to Nicaragua for final train¬ 
ing, they recrossed the border to carry out 
the mission. Although it has been four years 
since that attack, llopango remains vulner¬ 
able. That’s one of the major reasons Salva¬ 
doran pilots are such a cautious lot. 

They have learned to take full precautions 
against guerrilla reprisals in the air or on the 
ground. The airmen pack weapons where¬ 
ver they go — on base or off. It’s mostly 
dealer’s choice and Salvo pilots sport a pro¬ 
fusion of pistols ranging from standard 
USAF .38 caliber revolvers to the infantry’s 
.45 Colt Government Models. The clear 
favorite at San Salvador’s llopango Air 
Base is the 9mm Browning High Power. 
The Colt Python .357 Magnum runs a close 
second. 

Off base, pilots usually opt for long guns 
but there does not appear to be a standard. 
You can spot practically any type of shoul¬ 
der weapon available in the free world: 
H&K retracting-stock 7.62mm rifles, FN 
FALs, M2 Carbines, H&K 9mm sub¬ 
machine guns and even a few sawed-off 
shotguns. Eating with pilots in a cantina off 
base is like working in a western movie. 
Everyone packs a big iron on his hip and 
dozens of rifles, SMGs and shotguns are 
stacked under the table. 

It’s not scarf-in-the-wind bravado. The 
Salvadoran Air Force is simply being prac¬ 
tical. Their pilots are on call to fight as 
infantry if llopango is attacked and they 
intend that the flying officers have the right 
tools at hand for the job. Salvadoran mili¬ 
tary officials point to high morale and a 
growing rapport between Air Force and 
Army units as proof that the multi-mission 
concept has added benefits for both arms. 
The pilots and air crews are clearly prepared 
to hump a mile in the infantry’s boots and 
it’s appreciated. 

All that’s understandable given the com¬ 
mon background of nearly all of El Salva¬ 
dor’s military officers. Fliers begin their 
climb up the military ladder with acceptance 
for training at the country’s military 
academy along with all other military 
cadets. Aviation candidates face three or 
four years of school and flight training be¬ 
fore they become operational as Air Force 


FAS helicopter pilots get most of their 
training in the U.S. hut their experience 
comes from fighting the elusive enemy that 
threatens El Salvador. Photo: Harry Claflin 

flying officers, but many of them begin 
earning their combat crew status before they 
complete the required courses. If the FAS 
needs pilots to fulfill operational require¬ 
ments, it does not hesistate to order an early 
graduation for aviation cadets and put the 
novices into the grinding flight schedule. 

That’s not such a rare occurence these 
days. Despite the small size of the country, 
El Salvador’s FAS has a relatively large 
fleet of combat aircraft to man. Air Force 
inventories include at least 14 different air¬ 
craft types. Six tiny but powerful twin-jet 
A-37 Dragonfly fighter-bombers provide 
the backbone of FAS close air support capa¬ 
bilities. Capable of delivering six 500- 
pound or four 750-pound bombs on target, 
they can also strafe the enemy with 7.62mm 
multi-barreled mini-guns. About half a 
dozen 0-2As (Cessna twin prop 337s con¬ 
verted for military use with additional 
radios and rocket launch tubes) provide ex¬ 
tra muscle for air strikes on guerrilla forma¬ 
tions. 

Multi-mission capabilities including 
troop transport, recon, command and con¬ 
trol and gun support are provided by a tired 
fleet of 32 Huey helos of Vietnam vintage. 
A handful of Israeli-French Ouragan fight¬ 
ers, several long-toothed C-47 Gooney 
Birds and an assortment of French and 


American light helicopters complete the air 
combat arsenal. A few small training 
planes, Israeli transports, a pair of DC-6s 
and other odds and ends from a variety of 
sources are used to take up the admin slack. 

That looks good on paper but the cold 
reality of the situation is another matter. 
Most of the admin and service support 
planes don’t fly much — many don’t get 
airborne at all — because the skimpy Salva¬ 
doran aviation budget is totally targeted at 
keeping the combat planes flying. 

The 0-2s, A-37s, C-47s, Hueys, and a 
couple of creaky transports are getting the 
majority of El Salvador’s air time. The 
workhorse C-47’s are the valves that control 
the flow in the army’s logistical pipeline so 
they get tender, loving care from flightline 
crews. Helicopters are equally vital to air¬ 
mobile war waged by the country’s BIATs 
(anti-terrorist battalions) so they also attract 
a lot of maintenance attention. That doesn’t 
make the rotary wing situation rosy. There 
is too much work for too few helos. Both 
American and Salvadoran officials have 
been working on a solution through clogged 
and convoluted bureaucratic channels. 
Additional Hueys are on their way to El 
Salvador but until they arrive the fleet re¬ 
mains woefully inadequate for the wartime 
task. Four of the available Slicks are com¬ 
mitted by prearrangement with the U.S. for 
use as medevac birds only That’s hardly the 
worst aspect of the aviation support problem 
faced by the FAS. 
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RECON TEAM 
EXTRACTION 

The sound was chillingly familiar. 
Five Hueys hovered like giant insects 
over the runway, their rotor blade kick* 
ing swirling clouds of dust into the damp 
morning air. 

Whop-whop-whop .. . that sound had 
become the trademark of the Vietnam 
War and I thought back to those dog 
days. But there was little time to reflect. 
The slicks were jockeying into forma¬ 
tion and takeoff position on Uopango’s 
runway. 

This one could involve hot LZs. As 
the pilot pulled collective, I checked the 
brand new folding-stock FN FAL 
7.62mm rifle, jacking a live round into 
the chamber. The doorgunner flashed a 
confident smile as he flipped up the feed 
covers on his twin M-60s and threaded 
two 1,500-round linked belts. Thumbs 
up. We were ready for the mission. The 
chopper bumped slightly up and down, 
swaying from side to side in pre-flight 
hover. 

It wasn’t my usual position on a mis¬ 
sion. I was used to flying the machine 
rather than playing gunner-observer. 
But this wasn’t my army so I sat back 
and watched. 

As we waited for final takeoff clear¬ 
ance, the easy bravado wore off. Our 
smiling door gunnner turned solemn. 
Staring at nothing, he mouthed words 1 
couldn’t hear over the noise of the 
blades. 1 saw him make the sign of the 
cross. Then he did it again. This kid was 
scared. No mission in El Salvador’s vio¬ 
lent guerrilla war is safe and he knew it. 
He was on his sixth prayer when when 1 
let my thoughts drift back to the after¬ 
noon a few days ago when I was kicking 
back with FAS pilots in the ready room. 

We were bored and hoped for some¬ 
thing exciting to come our way. The 
chatter in the room suddenly quieted to a 
respectful murmur as a squat, powerful¬ 
ly built young man with a razor thin 
moustache and that ever-present Salva¬ 
doran smile, came in with a thinly- 
disguised air of urgency. The helicopter 
squadron commander glanced around 
before catching my eye. He looked at me 


Helicopters form the core of any mobile 
guerrilla war. El Salvador uses UH-Is to 
carry the war to the communists. Photo: 
Harry Claflin 

and casually — too casually — asked, 
“Captain, would you like to ride as an 
extra gun on an extraction?” 

A former USAF captain during the 
Vietnam War, I had jockeyed most of 
the FAS inventory of aircraft already. 
Unfortunately, that experience did me 
little good since the mission needed 
chopper jocks. I mumbled a confession 
about my limited helicopter flight time 
to the chopper squadron commander. No 
matter he said, this mission was hot and 
he needed an extra gunner to back up the 
two experienced pilots who would ram¬ 
rod the Huey, It was time to get involved 
— seriously involved — in El Salva¬ 
dor’s Fight against communist insurgen¬ 
cy. 

The commander gave me the low- 
down as we pre-flighted the Huey, A 
two-man recon team had been infiltrated 
earlier into a salt-water swamp near an 
estuary of the Rio Lempa. They were 
investigating reports that guerrilla sup¬ 
plies from Nicaragua were being smug¬ 
gled from ocean-going shrimp boats and 
run by small boat up the Rio or by pack 
animal into the interior. They’d been 
spotted by guerrilla scouts and the de¬ 
fecation had hit the oscillation. 

A hasty call for help got a four-man 
support team dropped in to assist. Short¬ 
ly after that, all six were in serious trou¬ 
ble and another 24 man team was lifted 
out to the site. The Gs also reinforced 
and it was now up to us to haul all 30 of 
their butts out of the sling with Eve 
Hueys. This time the Gs would be gun¬ 
ning for us. 

E was in the squadron commander’s 
chopper as we got airborne. The other 
four were strung out in perfect echelon 
behind us. We were designated the 
gunship because our slick had twin 
M60s in each door as opposed to the 
single M60 in the door of the others 
ships. We flew south out of Ilopango, 
around the rock-studded base of one of 
El Salvador’s many steep-sloped volca¬ 
nos. Skimming the deck at just under 


100 feet, I watched the white-sided, red 
tile roofed houses that clung to the slopes 
slide through the sights of our twin 
M6Gs, Choppers laden with weapons 
and grim men heading into battle were a 
stark contrast to the clotheslines full of 
drying garments that slipped beneath our 
rotors. It all blurred as we rounded the 
hill and clawed our way up through the 
wispy clouds that clung to the steep vol¬ 
cano. 

We descended to El Salvador’s coast¬ 
al flatlands that melded into the shim¬ 
mering ocean. Within seconds, we were 
dripping with sweat in the hot, humid air 
that blanketed the coast. The earth 
soared up at us as the coastline appeared 
in the open door of our slick. The pilot 
popped us over several tree lines that ran 
perpendicular to our course before 
cranking a hard left to race along the 
gentle surf. This was gutsy flying. 

As if reading my thoughts, the pilot 
nosed even closer to the sand and surf 
that blurred beneath the skids. A mere 
five feet of rushing air separated us from 
the earth. These pilots all earned their 
wings at Ft. Rucker, Alabama and their 
nap-of-the-earth skills surely were a 
gleam in the eye of a few Yankee flight 
instructors. I swear I saw the breakers on 
my right flash foam higher than the 
skids. 

A checkerboard of beautiful beach 
villas and poor, thatch-roof huts opened 
beneath the racing choppers. Children 
smiled and waved, dogs ran barking af¬ 
ter us and chickens and cows fled as we 
roared by. A few miles outside of town 
we hit the zone. 

The lead chopper reared as the pilot 
snapped the nose high to kill airspeed. 
We dropped from 90 knots to a hover in 
seconds. The skids touched down and 
determined men vaulted out of the slicks 
to set up a hasty perimeter. No incoming 
as yet, but the doorgunners anxiously 
swept the surrounding jungle with their 
sights. 

We weren’t alone for long. From the 
trees, dead wood and brush on our left 
side filtered small groups of heavily- 
armed men. The long hair, sweat bands 
and beards didn’t hide the professional 
attitude of these hombres. Their clean, 
well-cared for weapons were a dead 
giveaway. We had found the recon 
team. 

In a well-ordered rush, the troopers 
scrambled on board the Hueys while the 
doorgunners and I cautiously swiveled 
our weapons over their heads at the 
trees, watching for trouble. The treeline 
stayed quiet and we didn’t have to fire a 
shot. Our cargo of eight Salvo soldiers 
piled aboard our chopper, relief written 
all over their faces. It was time to go and 
we roared back into the sky. Mission 
accomplished. 

Dana Drenkowski 
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Effective maintenance requires flightline 
crews to rob Peter and pay Paul. They fre¬ 
quently mothball a number of aircraft and 
cannibalize them for spare parts to keep 
others airborne. The C-47s, Hueys, several 
T-41s, 0-2s and A-37s compose the pri¬ 
mary muscle of the combat fleet so they are 
kept constantly ready for flight. Everything 
else enjoys a lower maintenance priority. 

El Salvador’s tiny contingent of fixed- 
wing fighter-attack aircraft — the French 
Ouragans — are also kept airworthy, but the 
FAS has found little operational use for their 
high-performance capabilities in a guerrilla 
war. Their four forward-firing 20mm can¬ 
nons are the heaviest airborne ordnance 
available in the country which would make 
them an asset against an enemy air threat — 
in the unlikely event that such a thing should 
ever appear. 

The real air-to-ground asset is the heli¬ 
copter. Since none of the U.S. supplied 
helos are delivered in gunship configura¬ 
tion, the FAS has conducted some interest¬ 
ing experiments. They mounted fixed, for¬ 
ward-firing Gatling-style 7.62mm machine 
guns on two Hughes 500D helicopters in an 
effort to provide blanket firepower for 
ground support. The jury is still out on the 
experiment since one helicopter was lost in 
an accident and the other has not seen 
enough use to fully evaluate the project. 
Meanwhile, there are other problems plagu¬ 
ing El Salvador’s helo fleet. 

The cost of modem helicopter gunships, 
their vulnerability to ground fire, and the 
excessive maintenance problems that a lack 
of stand-by spare parts engenders causes 
observers to question their efficiency in a 
low-intensity, Third World conflict. Unless 
a country is wealthy enough to shell out 
more than $10 million each for new genera¬ 
tions of gunships, it’s more efficient and 
economical to seek gunship support from 
among fixed-wing assets. 

That’s brought new life and a familiar 
mission to the hard-working C-47 transport 
aircraft of the FAS. The addition of AC-47 
Spooky gunships to the anti-guerrilla avia¬ 
tion line-up marks a cost-effective tactical 
decision as well as a change in strategy . The 
FAS is about to launch their first Spooky 
gunships into the fray but they were not able 
to pull it off without some significant sacri¬ 
fice. To afford the AC-47 variant, the FAS 
had to delay purchase of additional, badly- 
needed A-37’s. That caused some hand- 
wringing in the Ministry of Defense, but air 
advisors correctly pointed out that while the 
A-37 does an effective job in striking large 
targets from high altitudes, high speed 
makes it less than optimum for lingering 
over battlefields searching for targets of 
opportunity or hitting small, precise areas. 

U.S. military strategists urged purchase 
of the Spooky gunships basing their advice 
on experience in Vietnam. They argued that 
bombs are indiscriminate area weapons 
which often kill civilians and combatants in 
the same fiery blast. Spooky is much better 
at zeroing in on small groups of illusive Gs. 

The AC-47 gunship is a mixture of so¬ 


phisticated high-tech and primitive raw 
power. Just take a C-47, add telescopic, 
infra-red, low light and laser light television 
systems, banks of machine guns or 20mm 
rotating barrels and you’ve got a lead¬ 
spitting airborne ass-kicker that can precise¬ 
ly cover a specific area with a hail of bullets. 
All of Spooky’s guns bristle from one side 
of its sleek fuselage. It circles the target in a 
slow bank, weapons constantly hammering 
the area. 

Initially, 7.62mm multi-barrel machine 
gun rigs were considered as the main arma¬ 
ment because of their 6,000 round-per- 
minute rate of fire. That proposal was scrub¬ 
bed when aviators discovered the weapons’ 
range limitations would force the planes to 
fly below ridgelines on strike missions into 
valley floors leaving the aircraft too vulner¬ 
able to enemy snipers hidden in the heights. 

Larger calibers had to be considered. The 
20mm Vulcan gun was out because of 
limitations placed by Congress on explod¬ 
ing rounds. They finally decided on three 


.50 cal Brownings as a compromise. But 
there’s a catch. The three .50 Browning 
machine guns can only put out a maximum 
rate of fire of 3,000 rpm. It is unlikely that 
the .50 Browning-armed Spooky will per¬ 
form to the standards set by the 7.62mm and 
20mm Gatling gun versions. 

This spectacular weapon may significant¬ 
ly change the face of war in El Salvador. 
When Spooky becomes operational, the 
FAS will be able to add a night air strike 
capability to close air support and the guer¬ 
rillas will no longer have their 12 hours of 
darkness to frolic without fear of death from 
the sky. 

With AC-47s circling in the clouds, the 
A-37s will be free to concentrate on higher 
priority targets suitable for their specialized 
attention. Massed assaults like the one on 
Cerron Grande Dam in May of 1984 (See 
SOF, November, 1984) will be much more 
difficult for the guerrillas to stage under 
threat of lurking A-37s. Of course, all this 
speculation is based on the FAS ability to 



ABOVE: Three-foot fuse extenders on 500-pound bombs ensure detonation above 
ground level for maximum shrapnel effect. BELOW: Twin M60s in each door of a Huey 
make it a “gunship.” Photos: Dana Drcnkowski 
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0-2A RECON MISSION 
IN EL SALVADOR 

My twin prop Cessna 0-2A preceded 
the convoy, snaking lazily through the 
sky as we looked for the ambushes along 
the road. It was a frustrating job. Once 
again, they had hit us and we were un¬ 
able to unleash our fury on the slippery 
enemy that danced around the main 
supply route. 

The guerrillas had command- 
detonated a claymore mine on the high¬ 
way. Not an unusual event considering 
that a seven-truck army convoy was 
traveling from San Miguel to San Salva¬ 
dor. But there was a twist to this story. 
The G’s intended target was a civilian 
truck, hit at random among the dozens of 
trucks and buses that crawled along that 
stretch of road. The army convoy was 
still five miles down the road. 

Had the convoy been hit, our 2.75-in. 
rockets would have hammered the 
attackers and then marked the scene for 
more heavily armed A-37 Dragonfly jet 
fighter-bombers which would scramble 
to the scene within 20 minutes. 

We were overhead within 30 seconds 
after the explosion. Black smoke mixed 
with brown dust shrouded the scene 
making it hard for us to check things out. 
We swooped low, looking for the terror¬ 
ist team, while the critically wounded 
driver was pulled out of the smoking 
ruins of his truck by passers-by. An 
angry mob searched futileiy for his 
anonymous assailants. They gestured in 
various directions as we flew 25 feet 
overhead, hoping to get some indication 
of the guerrilla’s direction. 

This bloody attack marked a change in 
communist strategy. The guerrillas had 
recently announced that they would 
attack El Salvador’s economy and this 
attempted murder was just another blow. 
For the past few weeks, guerrillas had 
been killing and maiming innocent civi¬ 
lians who form the backbone of the 
country’s agriculture and industry. We 
weren’t going to sit still and let that 
happen. 

The 0-2 clipped the upper branches of 
the trees bordering the road hoping to 
flush the killers but they had vanished. 
Below us, the army convoy had roared 


Cessna 0-2A observation aircraft used 
ill El Salvador are virtually the same as 
the USAF 0-2B (shown) but with olive 
drab paint jobs and a seven round 
rocket pod attached under each wing. 

up to aid to the driver. He was loaded 
onto another civilian truck and rushed to 
the nearest clinic. We didn’t know if he 
would live or die and we never found out 
which. 

Since the enemy had melted away, the 
army convoy decided to continue their 
mission. Our Cessna took up its position 
above and ahead of the convoy, acting as 
the eyes and muscles of the escort troop¬ 
ers. Nestled under each wing of the O- 
2 A was a deadly pod of seven 2,75-inch 
rockets, but they would do us no good 
that day. 

I jockeyed the 0-2 for several hours, 
searching out likely ambush sites in ad¬ 
vance of the convoy. If the same proce¬ 
dure had been used earlier with the civil¬ 
ian trucks, we might have been able to 
discourage the attackers or flush them 
out before they detonated the weapon. 
At the very least, we would have had a 
better chance of nailing them as they 
broke from cover after the damage was 
done. The 30 seconds it took us to get to 
the target had made all the difference in 
the world. 

I was gratified when the Fuerza Aero 
Salvador (FAS) pilot with me pointed 
out that a number of the potential 
ambush sites X picked out had been used 
in the past. We flew low enough to see 
powder burn marks across the road 
where claymores and grenades had de¬ 
tonated. 

The hours wore on. My flight suit was 
soaked with sweat from the relentless 
sun pounding through the plexiglass 
canopy as we droned on and on. 4 ‘Bor¬ 
ing holes in the skywe used to call it in 
the U.S. Air Force. Still, it beat walk¬ 
ing. 

Three long hours later, the convoy 
was safely in San Salvador and we could 
bring our bird home, llopango Air Base 
never looked so good. A few last minute 
details and it was off to the snack bar for 
some ice water and fresh orange juice. 
Funny how the simple things can mean 
so much. 

— Dana Drenkowski 


fly, fight and survive some peculiar non¬ 
combat difficulties. 

Aircraft maintenance procedures and 
flight safety regs aren’t quite the same down 
south as American military aviators under¬ 
stand them. U.S. flying safety and mainte¬ 
nance officers would probably throw up 
their hands in frustration at the motley col¬ 
lection of aircraft that fly daily missions into 
often hostile country. But the Salvadoran 
maintenance crews have moved heaven and 
earth to keep this rag-tag air force flying. 
It’s not hard to understand a lack of stan¬ 
dardization and strict safety measures. 
There’s a real, live war going on and the 
FAS has to use whatever they’ve got to get 
the job done. If that involves shaving a few 
comers, pushing hourly maintenance sche¬ 
dules or ignoring problems that would 
ground U.S. aircraft, so be it. Fortunately, 
El Salvador’s equipment is less sophisti¬ 
cated than state-of-the-art U.S. technology 
and it requires less expertise to be used 
effectively against a guerrilla enemy with 
little antiaircraft capability. 

Money is always tight and priorities have 
to be set. The infantry war clearly enjoys 
first funding favor. That frequently impacts 
on purchase of niceties that would make 
flying in El Salvador safer. A proposed $5 
million radar system was reluctantly given 
up in favor of di verting the money for crea¬ 
tion of another light infantry battalion last 
year. 

A lack of technology creates other tacti¬ 
cal problems. At present, pilots have to rely 
solely on radio direction signals or Visual 
Flight Rules to guide their aircraft to distant 
targets. They have little hope of finding or 
pursuing an elusive enemy in the dark or 
during bad weather without a more sophisti¬ 
cated remote guidance system. Except for 
the Spooky night-attack capability, the FAS 
mostly remains grounded at night or during 
periods of reduced visibility. The Hueys can 
manage to safely ferry troops on night inser¬ 
tions, but the fixed-wing close air support 
remains chocked and chained. 

Despite remarkable skill and determina¬ 
tion, FAS aircrews are fighting an uphill 
battle in building an effective, reliable air 
support arm for the beleagured infantry be¬ 
low them. Machine fatigue and battle dam¬ 
age frequently limit the effectiveness of the 
FAS’s hodge-podge of aircraft types. On 
any given day, only about half the A-37s 
may be available for combat while the re¬ 
mainder undergo scheduled maintenance or 
other repair. 

Nowhere is the situation more critical 
than in the helo fleet. Of 32 nominally avail¬ 
able slicks, it is not unusual to have as few 
as two or three of the aircraft ready for 
immediate action Some of the FAS heli¬ 
copters remain grounded beyond hope of 
getting airborne quickly because their bul¬ 
let-damaged engines have been sent to the 
* U.S. for repair. It is difficult to imagine a 
more blatant case of bureaucratic callous¬ 
ness. Everyone seems to realize El Salvador 
is fighting a bloody war, but no one in 
Washington seems willing to treat their re- 
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quests for priority repair of vital helo en¬ 
gines as anything more than “routine.” 

If there are 235 helo engines waiting for 
repair at the central depot, engines arriving 
from El Salvador — where they are vitally 
needed — simply become numbers 236 and 
237. No big deal. We’ll get around to sup¬ 
porting these peoples’ fight for their lives 
when we can find the time. It doesn’t matter 
if the other engines are used only on Sun¬ 
days by the Podunk Army National Guard, 
if they came into the depot first, they get 
repaired first. This strange system frequent¬ 
ly kept Salvadoran helos grounded without 
engines for as long as 18 months. During 
such a time, a full 10 percent of total FAS 
helicopter assets are grounded and out of the 
fight. 

Soldier of Fortune magazine discovered 
the situation and brought it to the attention 
of Reagan administration officials. That 
nudge created some reaction and engines 
from El Salvador were given additional 
priority, moving the scheduled time of re¬ 
pair up to only four months. It’s better but 
it’s hardly an acceptable adjustment. A 
U.S. Army unit at war would consider a 
four month repair wait on helo engines a 
full-blown war crime. They would scream 
for — and easily get — a replacement en¬ 
gine. No such luck in El Salvador but the 
Reagan Administration hopes to remedy the 
problem by prompting Congress to provide 
replacement engines for FAS helos. 

Understandably, the Salvadorans are 
more concerned about their helicopters than 
any of the other aircraft. They are the battle- 
tested stars of the hide-and-seek guerrilla 
game. Their mobility denies the commun¬ 
ists the advantage of sanctuary and gives 
government troops a quick-strike capabil¬ 
ity. During the battle for the dam at Cerron 
Grande, Hueys were used to ferry some 
800-900 airborne/airmobile troops directly 
onto guerrilla formations. The battle turned 
into a rout despite the delaying factor of 
having to use only a few helos to jump back 
and forth between the battlefield and Ilopan- 


Preparing for a mission: FAS A-37 pilots 
scramble for the skies whenever guerrilla 
concentrations are reported. Author (left) 
went along to observe. Photo: Dana 
Drenkowski 

go Air Base. At the time, FAS had only 25 
Hueys, half of which were grounded by 
mechanical problems. Despite that, the 
guerrillas were demoralized by the rapid 
airborne response to their attack. 

Maintaining that capability requires big 
bucks. Hueys are among the most expensive 
types of aircraft to purchase and maintain. 
El Salvador’s Hueys, built and operated by 
the U.S. Army in the ’60s and ’70s, each 
cost as much as one A-37 and are far more 
expensive to operate. Hourly fuel costs and 
maintenance time add to the bill. Helicop¬ 
ters also have a shorter service life, partly 
because they are easier to shoot out of the 
sky. With a cruising speed of about 120 
knots, Hueys don’t move fast enough to tax 
the guerrillas’ limited antiaircraft capabili¬ 
ties. Hovering adds another dimension of 
vulnerability. Holding over an LZ gives the 
enemy a shooting gallery of opportunities to 
nail a slick. Even a rock thrown into the 
rotor blade by a guerrilla could ruin a pilot’s 
whole day. 

The bottom line is clearly drawn in terms 
of tactics. Will it be fighter-bombers, like 
the Dragonfly, or gunships? Six A-37s are 
not enough to dent enemy capabilities but it 
is unlikely that Washington will provide any 
more. A-37s need intricate intelligence 
sources or ground recon teams to establish 
that there are no civilians in the area before 
they strike — AC-47s don’t. The real 
advantage of A-37s is their ability to pum¬ 
mel enemy troop concentrations or supply 
lines. Washington apparently feels the FAS 
has enough aircraft to do that. 

And there is the familiar issue of hearts 
and minds. You don’t win them with indis¬ 
criminate bombing from great altitude with 
the potential for unintentional civilian 
casualties. The government of President 


Napolean Duarte understands the problem 
and has severely restricted the use of bombs 
in situations where it might lead to civilian 
injuries. 

Adequate scout plane techniques can also 
limit casualties from bombing raids. The 
FAS uses 0-2As to sound things out before 
a raid, but they don’t do an adequate job. 
They need a more specialized plane. I’d 
recommend a variant of the Vietnam-era 
O-l “Birddog” liaison aircraft. They were 
ideal for patrolling guerrilla-infested areas. 
This single engine tail dragger needed only 
a 500-foot stretch of grass or blocked-off 
highway for takeoff and required minimal 
maintenance. Phenomenally low gasoline 
consumption enabled it to prowl around for 
hours at 60-90 knots. Unfortunately, the 
U.S. doesn’t use the plane anymore. And 
that means that El Salvador won’t be getting 
any of them. It doesn’t mean a similar air¬ 
craft could not be located and provided. 

Obviously, the 0-2s are not the ideal 
aircraft for scouting missions, but they are 
all the FAS has for the job. The pilots have 
the guts, but they need to have a consistent 
policy for scout flying in order to deliver 
more effective aerial reconnaissance. Most 
scout pilots fly at 2-4,000 feet searching the 
bush for guerrillas. Occasionally they scare 
some up but usually it’s a fruitless exercise 
from that altitude. Some 0-2 pilots are 
down low enough to blow people down with 
propwash, but most are not. A true recon 
plane should be down in the trees and brush 
spotting camouflaged targets, but only a 
few of the FAS scout pilots nose their air¬ 
craft down under the treelines. 

There is also a significant psychological 
aspect to aerial reconnaissance. If the pre¬ 
sence of scout aircraft becomes an expected 
part of a villager’s day, he is likely to feel 
less threatened by communist intimidation 
and more confident that Big Brother is up 
there somewhere waiting to pounce on any¬ 
one who gives him trouble. Often, the vil¬ 
lagers will set up signals to warn pilots of 
guerrilla movement. But that will only hap¬ 
pen if the pilot has put in many hours of low, 
slow flying in a specific area. 

USAF advisors with FAS can’t help as 
much as many would like. Their situation is 
similar to that confronting their U.S. Army 
counterparts. They are not allowed to go 
into the field to actually see the results of 
U.S. training. Without watching FAS per¬ 
formance in combat, it is difficult for them 
to properly evaluate the needs of El Salva¬ 
doran military. It’s a catch-22 situation un¬ 
less somebody steps in and unscrews things. 

But there is an alternative. El Salvador 
might consider hiring civilians with exten¬ 
sive military backgrounds to work as advi¬ 
sors without political restrictions. The civi¬ 
lians, like their AID or DOD counterparts, 
would certainly not be mercenaries, but 
they would be less politically sensitive than 
U.S. military personnel. 

Salvadoran military officials aren’t going 
to be picky. They just want to win the war 
and anyone who can help them is welcome. 
* 
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SOF FEATURE 

SALVOSPEAK ^ 

Don’t Forget Your Fag Bag 
When Going to Gloria’s 

by Greg Walker 


L IKE literary garbage collectors on their 
f way to the dump, soldiers in each of 
the world’s wars scavenge their own pecul¬ 
iar slang terms out of military bureauc- 
ratese. Familiar at First only to its origina¬ 
tors, a “slanguage” emerges from the bat¬ 
tlefield, takes off its coat, spits on its hands 
and goes to work as human communication. 
Typically, this jargon is less than reverent or 
respectful. 

Such communication is frequently so 
effective that is becomes an accepted part of 
the English language. American service in 
Vietnam provides a host of examples. Most 
civilians old enough to vote easily recognize 
what’s meant by “grunt,” “Huey,” “the 
Nam,” “beaucoup,” and so forth, into a 
virtual lexicon of terms developed by sol¬ 
diers in Southeast Asia. Now we have sol¬ 
diers in Central America and they are rapid¬ 
ly writing their own dictionary. 

The expressions coming out of El Salva¬ 
dor and into the constantly-widening list of 
military jargon are a bit different than those 
that gained widespread acceptance during 
the Vietnam era, but they serve to com¬ 
municate thoughts and images among the 
men who have served there. 

U.S. Military teams are employed as 
MTTs (Mobile Training Teams) and these 
units develop and dispense jargon during 
and after their relatively short, temporary 
duty stints in Central America. Given the 
track record, it’s very likely some of their 
terms will find a place in our language. To 
give you a jump on the situation, here’s an 
incomplete list of the terms you might hear 
among U.S. soldiers in El Salvador. 

ACCIDENTAL DISCHARGE — Also 
referred to as “A-D,” describes ostensibly 
unintentional firing of a weapon. Usually 
leads to court-martial in U.S. military 
where it is relatively uncommon. In El Sal¬ 
vador, A-D’s among poorly-trained troops 
are not at all uncommon, which makes 
training duty a little hard on the nerves. 
Torpedos (See TORPEDO) who become 
bored during their late-night shifts outside 


San Salvador’s posh private residential 
compounds frequently have A-Ds, which 
are also probable if someone tailgates their 
boss’s Blindado (See BLINDADO) too 
closely. Also what happens when your .45 
falls out of it’s Fag Bag and goes off on 
impact (See FAG BAG). A-D’s that can be 
pinned to U.S. trainers usually result in a 
fast ride home on the FTS (See FTS). 

ADVISER — Vietnam-era term for 
Trainers (See TRAINERS). 

ASSHOLES, FUCKHEADS, ETC. — 
Terms used to denote members of the news 
media. Interchangable in this context with 
puta (See PUTA). Also used on occasion to 
describe members of the MILGRP MAFIA 
(See MILGRP MAFIA). 

BLINDADO — A heavily armored civil¬ 
ian vehicle, such as the one used to transport 
U.S. personnel around the capital. With 
each Blindado you get one Torpedo (See 
TORPEDO). 

BOZO — Any magazine staffer from 
publications like Soldier of Fortune who 
shows up in El Sal and does what trainers 
are not allowed to do — such as go on 
combat patrols with indig troops. 

CANNON — Any weapon, but primari¬ 
ly refers to a pistol. 

CASIO WATCH — This time piece is 
now replacing the Rolex and Seiko as SF’s 
“watch of choice” in El Salvador. No par¬ 
ticular reason, hopefully a fad. 

CEROTE — Spanish for “piece of 
shit.” Used a lot when speaking about the 
U.S.-issue .45 caliber semi-automatic pis¬ 
tol, Model 1911AI — especially if it falls 
out of your Fag Bag and has an A-D. 

CHELE — Spanish for “light com¬ 
plected person.” Refers to gringos. 

CONTESTED ZONE — An area where 
a trainer is working that has insurgent activ¬ 
ity to the degree that the trainer could come 
under hostile fire. Not to be confused with a 
“combat zone,” which is an area where an 
adviser is working that has insurgent activ¬ 
ity to the degree that the adviser could come 
under hostile fire. 


DEER HUNTER — Anyone that wears 
fancy field uniforms and carries several pis¬ 
tols, knives, “sheen” guns and “nades” 
and declares himself ready for anything. 
Normally U.S. army officers are Deer Hun¬ 
ters. 

DOUBLE-NICKLE — The frustrating, 
congressionally-imposed 55-man limit on 
U.S. trainers in-country. The slang version 
of this term used by Cuban trainers in Nicar¬ 
agua translates as “six grand.” 

EL SAL RING — Gold rings with the 
Special Forces crest and motto on them. 
Produced only in El Salvador and normally 
only for those SFers serving in-country. 
Presumably replaces the star sapphire ring 
that became so popular in Vietnam. 

EOM — End Of Mission. At this point 
the MTT (See MTT) is over and the team 
returns to home base where they turn in their 
cannons, get their gear off the FTS (See 
FTS), and fill out travel vouchers to see how 
much TDY (See TDY) they’re going to 
have to pay back for the privilege of serving 
in El Salvador. 

ESTAR BOLO — To be drunk. To be 
drunk in public will get a trainer a one-way 
ticket on the FTS. 

FAG BAG — Leather bag about the size 
of a shaving kit in which U.S. personnel 
carry their handguns. They’re told it’s be¬ 
cause they don’t want to wear a holster in 
civilian clothes, which would imply El Sal¬ 
vador really is at war and a dangerous place 
to serve. Naturally, no one checked out the 
efficiency of this system with the trainers, 
who are always forgetting where they left 
their Fag Bags. It’s considered very bad 
manners to go into nice Salvadoran res¬ 
taurants and leave your Fag Bag on the 
table. The accepted form is to remove the 
weapon before the first course is served and 
place it — locked and cocked — under a 
napkin to the right of the place setting, while 
stowing the Fag Bag under your chair. 

Continued on page 94 
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SOF FEATURE 


CHOOSING 

COMBAT 

CUTLERY 


A Shopping 
List for the 
Perfect 
Fighting 
Knife 

by Bill Bagwell 



ARA kukri (left) weighs twice as much as the other knives here 
(left to right); Randall Number 1 is a well-regarded replacement 
for a custom fighter; Guardian II is a modern interpretation of 
traditional dagger; long, light, strong Bagwell fighting Bowie; 
and hollow-handled Applegate-Fairbairn allows handle-heavy 
balance shift by moveable weights. 





For most items we purchase, we come up with established 
performance criteria. We don’t tolerate rifles that give 
10-inch groups at 100 yards off a bench. We won’t buy tents 
that leak or sleeping bags that won’t keep us warm in cold 
weather. We shouldn’t tolerate knives — weapons or tools 
which we may have to stake our lives on — if they don’t 
perform up to certain strict standards either. But we do. 

Here are some considerations in choosing a knife that will 
not let you down when you need it most. 

No matter how similar they may look, no two types of 
Fighting knives are created equal, You will clearly want to 
carefully choose a knife which produces very real and 
demonstrated advantages over other weapons of the same 
type. Differences in knives of the advertised combat or 
survival class are hard to spot. Take your time and examine 
the candidates for your money carefully. 

The first and most important requirement for a combat 
knife is strength and durability, IT MUST NOT BREAK. If 
your knife breaks in combat, you will probably die. Think 
about that. Then look at the blade and general construction 
of your present knife with a very critical eye. How strong is 
it-— really? You should realize that some steels are much 
stronger than others. Your blade should stand up to the two 
basic types of stress that combat use may impart. The steel 
quality and construction will be a major factor in that. 

A combat blade may either be bent violently to one side, 
or it may be called upon to receive or deliver a blow as hard 
as it is possible for a man to administer. That means it must 
be capable of withstanding as much lateral stress and shock 
as a man can dish out in an adrenalin rush. That’s a lot, as 
anyone who has been in combat or a major barroom brawl 
will attest. 

There are two generally available steel types that can 
handle this type of stress. One is the medium and high 
carbon spring steels, such as A1SI 1040, 1060 and 1095. 
Also useful in this category is W2, which possesses good 
cutting qualities. 

The other type is a series of steels which are formulated 
for such uses as bits on jackhammers and drills designed 
to cut stone. Most of these are 
relatively inexpensive, readily 
available and designed 
to withstand one 
million flexing 
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W E have the tools and weapons that are at our disposal 
largely for two reasons — they are either issued to us 
by the particular branch of the military in which we are 
serving, or we h&ve each considered our own specific needs 
and have chosen our gear accordingly. One of the most basic 
and effective of these tools and weapons is a knife. It is also 
the most difficult to shop for and acquire. 

Choosing a knife for a combat/survival application appears 
to be a relatively simple proposition. The marketplace is 
literally crammed with options for the person who feels 
moved to obtain a survival or fighting knife. That would 
appear to make it easy to buy a good knife — but it’s not. 

In fact, it’s much easier to buy a firearm, tent, sleeping 
bag, body armor, or nearly any other item of quality field or 
combat equipment than it is to buy a knife that will give you 
a significant advantage in a life or death situation. The 
primary problem is a lack of acceptable criteria 
for what features a good combat or 
survival knife should have. Opinions 
on this issue are like certain 
unmentionable parts 
of anatomy. 

Everybody 
has one. 



Author-made battle blade: hand forged, strong, lively balance. 


Daggers don’t cut it in Bagwell’s book: short, light, 
handle-heavy and high-angle edges. 



cycles at anywhere from 80 percent to 100 percent of their 
rated loads. You'begin to see that there is no excuse for 
having a blade that will fail due to lateral stress. Why aren’t 
all combat or survival knives made of such materials? Good 
question. I’ve wondered about that myself. 

None of the currently fashionable stainless steels such as 
440C, 154CM, D2, etc., have the kind of strength we are 
talking about here. 154CM in particular is bad about 
chipping out on the edge when the knife is subjected to 
chopping and hacking. Apparently appearances and false 
economy are the real reasons some popular fighting knives 
are weak. You should know what kind of steel is in the 
blade you are considering. If you can’t tell, put the blade in 
a bench vise. If you can break it under pressure of your bare 
hands, the blade is not strong enough for combat. 

You should be able to take your combat knife, sharpen it 
to a razor’s edge and then hack and chop and/or whittle 
completely through a 2x4 building stud. Twice. Then shave 
hair from your arm, WITHOUT RESHARPENING YOUR 
KNIFE. Your combat/survival knife should cut and slash 
like a razor, have the power and chopping capability of a 
cleaver, stab and penetrate like a dagger and have superior 
cutting qualities on the back stroke. Those are tough 
standards to meet and I have always maintained there is only 
one style of fighting knife that includes them all. My 
recommendation for your combat or survival blade is a well 
made Bowie knife. 

A Bowie knife that is properly made will feel like a magic 
wand in your hand and will make cuts that you will have to 
see to believe. Developed and perfected in the late 1820’s 
and early 1830’s, this knife was carried and used by men 
who were extremely pragmatic and who demanded that each 
piece of equipment be functional and efficient. In those days 
when rifles and pistols were either flintlock or percussion, 
and the revolving pistol was barely a gleam in Sam Colt’s 
eye, knife fights were common. A blade that was superior to 
the other guy’s was often the difference between life and 
death among those pioneers. Despite the lessons of history, 



SOF contributing editor Bill Bagwell cuts free-hanging one-inch 
manila rope with a single stroke of one of his 12-ounce, 
nine-inch Bowies. Photo courtesy Bill Bagwell 


it is a cold, hard fact that the knives sold today are for the 
most part vastly inferior to the knives sold in this country in 
the year 1840, both in terms of design and performance. 

Modem steels and designs don’t necessarily make the 
difference. There will be manufacturers and custom 
knifemakers who will strongly disagree. Many who use 
154CM in their blades will tell you with a straight face that 
you are not supposed to cut anything except flesh with their 
knives, and that to hack your way through a 2x4 building 
stud with one of their razor sharp blades borders on 
vandalism. You might remind them that the pages of 
American history are full of battles, duels and common 
fights in which skulls were split to the teeth, limbs were 
severed with a single stroke and disembowelments were 
commonplace. 

Today’s knives are for the most part too small, too light, 
and improperly ground and balanced for yeoman work such 
as this. An occasional disembowlment is well within the 
capabilities of most modem knives, but those chores 
requiring real speed and cutting power in the stroke are 
simply beyond the reach of most of today’s combat cutlery - 

Given all that and the very real possibility of it happening 
again in combat, here’s a shopping list of specifications, 

• Look for a Bowie style knife that is made out of a 
straight carbon steel, not stainless. If you are about 5’10” 
tall, the knife should have a blade between 9 and 914 inches 
long. 

• The knife should balance about an inch forward of the 
hilt. Under no circumstances should it be handle heavy. The 
blade should feel as if it wants to move through its intended 
target while remaining perfectly controllable in your hand. 
Swing it around until you’re sure you’ve got the feel. 

• The knife should carry its point on the centerline of the 
axis of thrust. When you thrust with the knife, the point 
should go exactly where you are pointing, not an inch up or 
down or to the side. 

• The blade must be flat ground for maximum slicing and 
slashing capability. For strength, the blade must be at least 
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s /i6 of an inch thick at the guard, and Vs, of an inch is better. 
The blade should taper from this thickness to the point. 

• It should not be parallel-sided. The clip point should be 
between 3 and 3 5 /s inches long, concave, and sharp. 

• There should be no false edge, or swage, on the back 
behind the sharpened clip, 

• The handle should be stag, one of the tropical 
hardwoods, or one of the domestic hardwoods that has been 
suitably treated. It should fit YOUR PARTICULAR HAND. 
This is not a pair of socks where one size fits all. A serious 
knife is made to fit the man who uses it. The handle should 
be a natural material, not metal or a synthetic, as it must 
provide a positive grip when cold or wet or both. 

• The guard should be large enough to keep your fingers 
off the blade, but not so large that it catches in your clothing 
when you draw the knife. 

• The knife should weigh between 13 and 17 ounces, 
depending upon the type of balance. 

• The sheath should give you instant and silent access to 
the knife, and you should be able to draw it with one hand. 
You should also be able to cany this knife and sheath totally 
concealed. In other words, the sheath should not hang a foot 
down the back of your leg or otherwise impair your 
mobility. It should also be compatible with the sort of field 
equipment you expect to wear. 

• Finally, strap thelcnife on your belt or your field 
equipment as you expect to wear it. You should be so 
comfortable wearing a knife with a nine or 10-inch blade 
that you can forget that you have it on. This is doubly 
important in a survival knife. In a survival situation you are 
probably going to have to make do with what you have, and 
if you’re completely comfortable carrying your knife, 
chances are you will have it. 

Granted, that seems like a long and complicated shopping 
list for a-simple tool like a knife. You may even spend days 
searching popular advertising for a knife that fits this bill. 
Chances are you won’t find one. So, should you, settle for 
less? What’s the big deal? Today’s stainless steel knives cut. 
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Why shouldn’t I settle for one of them? 

You could. But I wouldn’t want to think you’d be willing 
to stake your life on it. 

What you most likely need if you’re serious about a 
combat or survival knife is the phone number or address of a 
good, professional knifemaker. But be carefully in chosing 
your man. Many of today’s practicing knifemakers are not 
full time professionals. A great number who advertise their 
wares commercially are hobbyists who are truly unaware that 
stainless steel puts their products at a severe disadvantage. 

As far as I can determine, there are only a few men in 
America (you wouldn’t run out of fingers counting them) 
making the kind of combat or survival knives a professional 
needs. They can and will deliver them in a reasonable 
amount of time at an understandable price. I’ll be glad to 
give you names if you want to write me through this 
magazine. 

If you’re concerned about your blade and your ability to 
survive in combat or in difficult field conditions, you should 
contact one of these men. Ask them if their knives will do 
the things they should. Ask them if they can make you a 
knife that will hack and chop a 2x4 in two and still shave, 
or if it will cut a free-hanging, one-inch Manila rope in two 
with one stroke, or if it will cleave a 24 inch section of 2x10 
completely in two with one blow. Ask them if they produce 
a blade with an edge that can be restored to a shaving 
sharpness with six or eight strokes on an Arkansas stone. 

Ask them if they stress test every knife that leaves their 
shop. Ask them if they can make a knife for you that fits 
YOU. 

They’ll answer your questions and they’ll welcome the 
challenge of making a blade that truly fits your needs; a 
blade you can count on when it’s a matter of life or death. 
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Traditional kukri exemplifies leverage, with weight placed 
forward and heavily angled blade. A formidable chopper, but 
difficult to recover. 


Pushtun (Afghan) cherkei is quick in the hand, provides solid 
grip and excellent penetration, but little chopping power. 

Randall Number 1 has changed little from WWII till today, 
reflecting several points of Bagwell’s argument. 


A knife with a heavier swing weight allows either chopping 
attack on sentry’s skull/or traditional dagger attack. 




















SOF LAW ENFORCEMENT 


PICKING A 
POLICE PIECE 

What Every Well-Dressed Cop Should Carry 

by Gary Paul Johnston 




T HERE are as many opinions about the 
ideal police sidearm as there are police 
officers. If you carry a gun, you’ve got a 
favorite. If you don’t, you’ve got an opin¬ 
ion. So how does the cop on the street — the 
man or woman who may have to stake his or 
her life on a sidearm — choose the right 
weapon? 

They either accept the gun that’s been 
selected as department or force standard, or 
they pick an appropriate weapon from 
what’s commercially available. If there’s a 
choice, police officers need to do some 
careful consideration. 

The first thought will almost invariably 
be a revolver of some sort. Since the inven¬ 
tion of the revolver during the 19th century, 
the weapon has gained almost universal 
acceptance as a police sidearm. Wheelguns 
have never been the complete answer in 
police weaponry, but they have remained 
popular with police departments primarily 
due to their simplicity and reliability. More 
about that later. 

The appearance of the self-loading or 
“automatic” pistol around the turn of the 
century marked the beginning of a new ball 
game in handguns and various models were 
soon adopted by military forces around the 
world. Several progressive police depart¬ 
ments around the world also switched to 
semiautos but the cops in America clung to 
revolvers. While our military standardized 
use of the Colt Model 1911 in cal. 45 ACP, 
law enforcement agencies in this country— 
the people much more likely than the mili¬ 
tary to actually use a pistol — insisted on 
sticking with some variant of a .38 caliber 
revolver. 

Since that time, small arms technology 
has given birth to a veritable raft of differing 
revolvers and semi-automatic pistols in a 
vast range of calibers. Few self-respecting 
police officers would stake their lives on .22 
or .32 caliber popguns while patrolling 
America’s mean streets. 


These two pistols would fit into the backup 
role. Detonics .45 cal. semiauto (above) and 
S&W .38 Special snubnose are not powerful 
enough to be used as main sidearm. 

A veteran who broke me in on the LAPD 
in 1963 used to carry a Colt .25 ACP in his 
hip pocket. That was just after the incident 
that inspired the book The Onion Field, and 
it was fresh in every cop’s mind. This old- 
timer said that if he ever had his service 
revolver taken away he would wait for the 
right opportunity, screw the little .25 in his 
captor’s ear and empty it. Granted, that 
would get the guy’s full attention, but I 
considered that caliber weapon too marginal 
in effectiveness and bought a larger weapon 
for back-up. 

In my time, I have seen a guy killed 
instantly by one .22 rimfire in the abdomen, 
but that’s the exception rather than the rule 
and policemen need to think seriously about 
the power and impact of their selected hand¬ 
gun caliber, so we’ll deal here only with 


larger bore handguns. Mostly, it’s a matter 
of considering two families of commercial 
cartridges: the .38s and the .41 to .45s. 

Within the .38s I include the .38 Special, 
.357 Magnum, .38 Super and 9mm Parabel- 
lum. I consider nothing less than these 
rounds suitable for police duty, and consid¬ 
er all of them marginal in effectiveness for 
street work. If you are confined to these 
choices, go with the .357 which I consider 
to have a slight edge over the rest. 

The basic .38 Special round was probably 
obsolete as a reliable man stopper the day it 
came out of the dies. While sturdier, more 
well-manufactured gun frames have 
allowed the basic round to be loaded to 
equal the performance of the .38 Super and 
the 9mm — and to evolve into the .357 
Magnum — they still don’t cut it in my 
opinion. All of these rounds leave much to 
be desired in knock-down power, even 
when good semi-wadcutter and hollowpoint 
bullets are used. Velocity of at least 1,000 
feet per second (fps) is needed to provide 
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good expansion with a hollowpoint and few 
commercial loads provide that. In fact, most 
.38s have little effect for street work at 
lower velocities. 

1 have seen many people who have taken 
unbelievable hits with .38-caliber rounds 
and lived—at least long enough to injure or 
kill the person (often a cop) who shot them. 
Consider the record of most criminal-cop 
shootouts. All too often the armed badasses 
are under the influence of drugs or desper¬ 
ately in need of them when they commit 
crimes. Their central nervous system is 
either impaired or screaming for impair¬ 
ment. These people simply don’t react to 
external stimuli — including bullets — the 
way a sane, sober person does. That means 
a cop needs something powerful to get their 
attention or bring them down hard before 
they can do more damage. 

Some recent ballistic reports indicate that 
liquid-center and exploding bullets in .38 
caliber provide fantastic stopping and 
shocking power. While I have not tested 
these on living targets, I suspect their effec¬ 
tiveness may be limited to initial impact on a 
target. The available data suggests such 
rounds have limited penetration capabilities 
except for the gaping hole they blow in the 
surface of the object they strike. If a crimin¬ 
al obtains cover in a shootout as most people 
are prone to do, liquid-center or exploding 
rounds may not penetrate to reach him. That 
leaves the cop chipping brick or concrete 
while the criminal takes careful aim and 
nails him. 

Even if the penetration of such projectiles 
is improved, it’s unlikely they will be pub¬ 
licly accepted or officially condoned for 
on-duty use in the near future. These rounds 
may breathe new life into the standard .38 
Police Special — the ballistics experts 
should concentrate on perfecting them for 
larger calibers. 

Devel Corp. of Cleveland, Ohio has 
manufactured a new 9mm round for their 
present and future custom Smith & Wesson 
M-39s. Charlie Kelsey, President of Devel, 
promises great things over and above the 
regular 9mm Parabellum. He offers the 
most complete, concealable combat pack¬ 
age I have ever seen and the quality is tops. 
It would certainly be an excellent choice for 
plain-clothes policemen. 

The .41- to .45-caliber bullets are a better 
answer for police work. They do everything 
the lesser calibers do at combat ranges — 
only better. The .41 offers great potential as 
a police revolver cartridge in the .41 Police 
and .41 Magnum loads. The latter performs 
to about 90 percent of its big brother, the .44 
Magnum. The .41 Police is a milder version 
of the same round that will cycle in the 
magnum gun. 

The generally overlooked .41 Police load 
is an excellent duty cartridge, especially 
with the right bullet. Hopefully, this caliber 
will soon be offered in a semiauto version, 
with a good pistol chambered for it. 

Some police officers want all the punch 
they can get and consider the .44 Special or 
.44 Magnum. In most areas, the full-tilt 



Speedloader makes revolver reloading 
easier, but it’s still not as fast as an 
autoloader. 


magnum load is just too powerful for gener¬ 
al duty while the .44 Special isn’t powerful 
enough as loaded from the factory. To the 
frustration of many cops, most departments 
require their officers to carry only factory 
ammo. What they would welcome in areas 
where policemen are allowed to carry large 
caliber handguns is a factory .44 load that 
pushes a 200- to 230-grain bullet at about 
1,100 fps. That threat would give the bad 
guys second thoughts and insure the alert, 
well-trained cop comes out a winner in 
almost all shoot-outs. 

And then there’s the .45. The only round 
worth considering is the .45 ACP. Although 
the .45 Long Colt is an excellent round, at 
present no modem police duty-grade gun is 
made for it. More has been done to perfect 
the .45 ACP as a combat cartridge than any 
other, thanks to guys like Jeff Cooper. Even 
though it has been around for more than 70 
years, this old war horse remains one of the 
best cartridges in the world — as evidenced 
by the number of makes and models cham¬ 
bered for it. 



Wheelguns have long been the workhorse 
weapon of most police departments. Colt 
makes some of the most popular ones. 
Lawman Mk III, Trooper Mklll and 
Python. 

Standard factory and militaiy load for the 
.45 ACP is a 230-grain jacketed bullet that 
moves out of a five-inch tube at the pub¬ 
lished speed of 850 fps. While an impress¬ 
ive man stopper in itself, the usual bullet 
varieties are available as factory loads with 
velocities above 1,000 fps. The .45 ACP is 
also the only cartridge of those discussed to 
be offered in both a revolver and an automa¬ 
tic for police duty. 

Its proponents defend the revolver vehe¬ 
mently, insisting it cannot jam and is sim¬ 


pler to operate than the automatic pistol with 
its safeties and buttons. While it is true that 
most revolvers are fairly simple to operate, 
they are not all that simple or quick to re¬ 
load, even with the various speed loaders on 
the market. And any experienced handgun- 
ner will tell you they can jam. 

It’s extremely difficult to load a revolver 
quickly with one hand and there are no end 
of instances where police officers have had 
to do that. Gunfights don’t occur under 
strictly controlled circumstances. Debris in 
the front end of the chambers of a cylinder 
can prevent it from turning or make it diffi¬ 
cult to turn. Lead and fouling between the 
crane and frame can cause the cylinder to 
bind. 

Binding can also occur after reloading if 
unbumed powder falls from extracted cases 
and sticks under the extractor, causing it not 
to seat against the cylinder and acting as a 
brake against the rear of the frame. These 
fairly common failures are easy enough to 
reduce — unless someone is shooting at 
you. 

Excepting such dangerous occurences, 
the revolver is a simpler gun to use, espe¬ 
cially if the guy on the business end is not an 
experienced shooter as is the case with 
many policemen. The typical double-action 
revolver is automatically on safe until the 
shooter decides to pull the trigger. At that 
point, he is simply faced with hitting the 
target in six shots or less—before the target 
shoots back. Simple. 

A semiauto pistol presents different con¬ 
siderations. It may have a separate safety 
that is generally kept on until the shooter is 
ready to fire. It has a magazine release 
which may be found in several locations, 
depending on the model, and it usually has a 
slide or slide release which must be used to 
chamber a round after reloading. Actually, 
most of the semiauto’s functions can be 
compared to similar ones on a revolver. The 
difference is primarily the location of func¬ 
tion controls. Depressing the magazine re¬ 
lease compares to releasing a revolver’s 
cylinder. Depressing the slide release is like 
closing the cylinder. 

Some semiauto pistols are double action 
but many expert shooters consider that a 
redundancy. Jeff Cooper is one of them. 
“Double action in an automatic is the 
answer to a problem that doesn’t exist,” 
says Cooper. I agree and I like his sentiment 
so much I may have it engraved on the slide 
of my pistol. If the arms companies are 
willing to go to so much trouble to make the' 
automatic double action, they should offer it 
only with a good action. I have not been 
impressed with those double-action-only 
guns I have seen, but the idea is sound. 

With a little training and basic under¬ 
standing of the firing cycle, most shooters 
find the semiauto pistol easy to handle, reli¬ 
able and fast. It can be reloaded faster than 
the revolver—using just one hand—and it 
can hold more ammunition. That makes it a 
fine weapon for police work. 

Continued on page 97 
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P EDRO Chamorro breakfasted early 
with his family and then left his spa¬ 
cious suburban Managua home. Each day 
he drove across town to the dreary industrial 
sector not far from the airport, ft was an 
unusual place for a newspaper office but La 
Prema was no ordinary newspaper. 

The January morning was crisp and 
bright, and his jeep made good time through 
the dead zone of what had once been bust¬ 
ling downtown Managua. The heart of the 
Central American city had been ripped out 
by the 1972 earthquake that killed 10.000 
people. 

Another vehicle loomed ominously in 
Chamorro's rear-view mirror. It was no¬ 
thing unusual in Managua's helter-skelter 
traffic, but this vehicle appeared to be clos¬ 
ing the gap too rapidly. Then Chamorro 
noticed the guns. 

Pulling alongside with a screech of pro¬ 
testing tires , the chase car matched Chamor¬ 
ro's speed. The publisher stared in shock as 
a man leaned out of the window with sinister 
intent clearly etched on his face. A booming 
report echoed through the deserted neigh¬ 
borhood and Chamorro's car careened off 
the road and into a utility pole. The assas¬ 
sins’ car rolled to a stop and the occupants 
strode toward the wreck in the ditch to finish 
the jdk 

Chamorro struggled to get out of the 
bloody jeep, the left side of his face and 
shoulder pitted with bluish holes from the 
shotgun pellets. The assassins moved in 






A constant thorn: Pedro Joaquin 
Chamorro, editor of La Prernu was an 
outspoken opponent of Somoza until a 
shotgun blast silenced him. Photo: AP/Wide 
World 



Chamorro's buckshot-riddled body became 
the catalyst for Nicaragua’s revolution. He 
accomplished in death what he could never 
do in life — overthrow Somoza, Photo: 
AP/Wide World 


vided at the time. There was no clear direc¬ 
tion and agreement could not be reached on 
how to pursue the downfall of the Somoza 
regime. That was bad enough from apolitic¬ 
al point of view but it was only half of it. 
The FSLN s military arm, the guerrillas, 
were constantly shredded by a tough and 
competent, U.S,-trained National Guard. 
Every time the rebels stood to fight, they 
were creamed. If they ran, they were chased 
and then creamed. Like many guerrilla 
movements before them, they were an 
annoying — but generally ineffective — 
thorn in the government’s side. 

The Nicaraguan resistance could not 
establish a direction and the crafty old dicta¬ 
tor Somoza consistently exploited their con¬ 
fusion. Adept at divide-and-conquer tac¬ 
tics , he deftly maneuvered the splintered 
factions against each other. World obser¬ 
vers could hardly be expected to take the 
anti-government movement seriously and 
They certainly needed one. Often refer few expected the FSLN would be able to 
red to as “the National Mutiny,” the mount a successful coup. All that changed 


with handguns, pumping round after round 
into the body that crumpled behind the 
splintered windshield. The job was done. 
The killers jumped back into their own vehi¬ 
cle and sped away. No one had witnessed 
the carnage. 

A few minutes later a taxi driver, fol¬ 
lowed closely by a pickup truck full of com¬ 
muters, arrived at the bloody scene. Within 
hours, the story was all over the city, then 
the country, then the world. The main 
opposition voice, the man often called 
Somoza's conscience, had been stilled per¬ 
manently. The Nicaraguan people had lost a 
supporter but the Sandinstas had gained a 
martyr for their revolution. 


Nicaraguan revolution was a failing move¬ 
ment in the days prior to the violence of 
1979. What was needed by the revolutionar¬ 
ies was a catalyst to spark the interest of a 
reluctant people. Chamorro’s murder pro¬ 
vided that. 

The FSLN (Frente Sandinista para Li¬ 
beration National) had fallen on hard times. 
Named for Cesar Sandino, the guerrilla 
leader who fought the U.S. Marines in the 


with a single shotgun blast. 

The assassination of Pedro Chamorro 
brought the opposing factions together in a 
fury. The torrent of popular rage and frus¬ 
tration was focused on one issue. Somoza 
— the man most often lambasted by Cha¬ 
morro’s newspaper must have been re¬ 
sponsible for his death, it seemed only 
logical. After his death, the people of Nicar¬ 
agua moved away from the middle ground. 
1930s, the movement included the entire They lined up on one of two sides; for the 

cn^rfrnm rvFMi>afftmir>o tn ite rantre regime Or agalriSt It 

The FSLN found itself flooded with re¬ 
cruits. Prior to Chamorro’s engineered mar¬ 
tyrdom, the anti-government movement 
could expect only the unskilled and chroni¬ 
cally unemployed who had nothing to lose 
to volunteer for guerrilla service. Now they 


spectrum of Nicaraguan society in its ranks. 
Non-communist Marxists, socialists, com¬ 
munists, conservatives, liberals, moder¬ 
ates, students, businessmen. Catholic cler¬ 
gy and peasants; they all placed their hopes 
for a better future in FSLN promises, 
Hope was really all the movement pro- 
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were enlisting ordinary citizens, students, 
housewives and campesinos. All of them 
liked Chamorro and respected his stand as 
an anti-Somoza gadfly. They urgently 
wanted to avenge his murder and the FSLN 
offered an opportunity. That was music to 
the ears of the organization directing the 
FSLN 7 s budding revolution — the Com¬ 
munist Party. 

The communists were fairly well rooted 
in Nicaraguan society at the time of Cha¬ 
morro’s assassination. They operated in 
three organizational branches: political, 
military and auxiliary. The political branch 
had unofficially established relations with 
neighboring Central American countries, 
particularly Panama and Costa Rica, neither 
of which cared much for Somoza, and with 
the Communist Bloc. Cuban advisors 
served on the staff to maintain political pur¬ 
ity and international relationships gave the 
Nicaraguan communists a degree of legi¬ 
timacy. 

The military branch brought the war to 
Somoza. The guerrillas underarms coordin¬ 
ated scattered and ideologically diffuse 
groups who pulled robberies and kidnap¬ 
pings to finance the movement. Under the 
direction of the political wing, the guerrillas 
ran a campaign of terrorist bombings, arson 
and selective assassinations in the larger 
cities of the country, principally Managua. 

Although they got little attention, the 
Sandinista auxiliary did a lot of the damage. 
They were a loose confederation of stu¬ 
dents, children of the middle class, house¬ 
wives, street people and the disadvantaged 
and disaffected of Nicaragua. Disruptive 
tactics included burning buses owned by 
Somoza loyalists, spray-painting revolu¬ 
tionary grafitti on walls, and holding “poli¬ 
tical education” meetings for neighbors on 
their block. There were thousands *of 
seemingly innocent citizens in the Sandinis¬ 
ta auxiliary forming an unpredictable, Ac¬ 
tive mass that melted away into the throngs 
of street people when government pressure 
was applied, Chamorro’s assassination 
served to swell their ranks. 

Without making too much overt effort, 
the Nicaraguan communists found them¬ 
selves dictating the direction of the Sandi¬ 
nista movement and Chamorro’s death 
sparked their confidence in the ability to 
stage a successful rebellion. They quickly 
parlayed organization, training, and ruth¬ 
lessness to capture and focus the outpouring 
of grief and indignation toward the intended 
target — Somoza. The result is history. 

Was it all serendipity? Did the commun¬ 
ists simply stumble on an act of domestic 
violence and turn it to their advantage? Or 
did the Sandinistas provide their own good 
fortune? Did they — knowing full well that 
this one murder would completely polarize 
the country— kill Chamorro to turn the 
people against his old enemy? It’s a ques¬ 
tion that may never be fully answered, but it 
provides for some intriguing speculation. 

There are some interesting American pa¬ 
rallels. Whal if the Democrats had been able 
to demonstrate — using even the most flim- 



A Sandinista guerrilla dashes for cover as 
Nicaraguan National Guard troops open fire 
on a barrio in east Managua. The National 
Guard bombed the barrio using 250 lb, 
bombs which were pushed out of 
helicopters. Photo: AP/Wide World 

sy and circumstantial evidence -— that the 
Republicans had been behind the assassina¬ 
tion of President John F. Kennedy ? Even 
with a 200-year tradition of tolerance and 
constitutional government, Americans of 
both parties would likely have lynched 
avowed Republicans by the score. It’s not 
an incredible scenario in view of the grief 
and rage that swept this nation in the wake 
of Kennedy’s assassination in Dallas. No 
one cried very hard when Jack Ruby exacted 
his personal revenge against Lee Harvey 
Oswald. 

When grief turned to violence following 
the killing of Martin Luther King by a white 


assassin, American blacks torched and 
ruined property belonging to both black and 
white people. The focus of their anger was 
on the establishment that could allow such a 
tragedy to occur. That’s the way Nicara¬ 
guans reacted to the murder of Pedro Cha¬ 
morro. Somoza was the visible and power¬ 
ful symbol of a despotic government in 
which murder of a popular hero was rmr 
only condoned, but likely staged by die 
establishment. 

He was also an easy man to hate. Home¬ 
ly, stocky and never charismatic, he ruled 
the country with an iron Fist in the form of 
the oppressive Guardia Nacionale. As a 
legacy of American foreign policy in the 
1930’s, Somoza had absolute power and it 
corrupted him absolutely. American diplo¬ 
mats and policymakers tended to ignore his 
excesses since the situation in Nicaragua 
was of little international consequence rela¬ 
tive to larger problems with the Soviets and 
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and was especially strident hi demanding 
that Somoza come up with suspects or iden¬ 
tify the guilty party in Chamorro's murder. 

Domestic and international press cover¬ 
age provided a slowly tightening strangle¬ 
hold on Somoza’s power base. The Amer¬ 
ican press, which never cared much for 
Somoza anyway, gave column space to 
righteous conjecture as to where the blame 
lay for the assassination and other deaths 
that came in the wake of rioting near Cha¬ 
morro’s La Prensa offices. Ripples of di¬ 
plomatic pressure from Washington were 
also reaching Managua. Congressmen set to 
work slashing any military appropriations 
for Nicaragua and only reluctantly autho¬ 
rized funds for other types of foreign aid to 
the country. 

Most knowledgeable observers of the 
Central American scene — especially those 
who are familiar with Somoza’$ chicanery 
— believe his police simply reacted to such 
pressure by picking five poor saps who 
could be conned into taking a public fall for 
Chamorro\s murder. They were likely paid 
handsomely for their service as sacrificial 
lambs and guaranteed preservation from 
real slaughter. We’ll probably never know 
for sure. We do know that all five turned up 
conveniently dead before they could be 
brought to trial. 

We also know that after the assassination 
of Chamorro, the Nicaraguan revolution 
gained speed and force. Recruits, donations 
and arms poured in from friendly countries 
and veteran Cuban guerrilla advisors 
showed up regularly to direct training. Most 
Nicaraguans threw their weight behind the 
revolution. It looked like a winner that 
would restore their civil rights. 

The United States was caught in a quan- 
dry. Although Somoza’s Nicaragua was an 
old anti-communist ally, U.S. support had 
been low key for nearly three decades* The 
American public would never stand for 
sending back the Marines despite the fact 
that Somoza was becoming increasingly un¬ 
popular with his people and had turned the 
Guardia Nationals into an army of occupa¬ 
tion in their own country, Somoza’s govern¬ 
ment was clearly shot through with corrup¬ 
tion but America could not afford to take 
much of an overt hand in correcting the 
situation. The CIA had used Nicaragua as a 
base of operations for the abortive Bay of 
Pigs operation against Castro’s Cuba and 
U.S. companies had large investments in 
Nicaragua. 

That situation virtually precluded direct 
American intervention which would be 
viewed by Nicaraguans as a return to the 
gunboat diplomacy that installed Antonio 
Somoza’s father as Nicaraguan strongman 
in the 1930s . The presence of foreign troops 
on their soil is still a bitter pill to the Nicara¬ 
guan people and anyone who opposes it is 
virtually guaranteed national hero status. 
Among his other popular opinions, Pedro 
Chamorro was strongly against foreign in¬ 
tervention in the affairs of Nicaragua. 

All that is not to indicate Pedro Joaquin 
Chamorro necessarily deserved his hero’s 
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had been hired by an unknown man who 
paid them through a series of dead drops and 
intermediaries whom they did not know and 
could not find. Eventually imprisoned, their 
fate was overshadowed by the violence of 
the Sandinista revolution. 

Questions were raised about these men 
from the start since there was no solid link 
between them and the crime. There was 
intense pressure on the Somoza regime to 
find the killers quickly and it’s quite possi¬ 
ble that the five men arrested may simply 
have been convenient scapegoats. In the 
heat of the immediate, violent reaction to 
Chamorro’s death, the Somoza government 
needed suspects to channel blame away 
from their doorstep. Demands for justice 
were flooding into Nicaragua from the 
countryside and the diplomatic community. 
The American government under human 
rights advocate President Jimmy Carter had 
loudly trumpeted its stand on human rights. 


their puppets around the world. 

His guilt in the murder of Pedro Chamor- 
roquickly became an accepted fact despite a 
lack of hard evidence to link him with the 
crime. Those few Nicaraguans who ques¬ 
tioned his involvement and speculated that 
other domestic factions may have been in on 
the assassination were viewed as heretics at 
best. Semocistas at worst. The investigation 
of the murder didn’t help matters. 

It was bungled from the start. The police 
didn't have much to work with: a few spent 
cartridges, some vague lire marks, a couple 
of rumors. As the days passed, some arrests 
were made. The suspects turned out to be 
five men in their late 20s and early 30s who 
shared one thing in common: they were 
virtually unknown to anyone outside their 
circle of family and friends. Some had con¬ 
tacts with the National Guard, others did 
not. Official reports of their interrogation 
indicated they all stuck to the story that they 
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KEEPING AN ARMY 
ON ITS FEET 

The old suitcases, purchased at a local 
Salvation Army Mission in San Juan, 
Puerto Rico, were about to come apart at 
the seams by the time our plane landed in 
San Jose, Costa Rica. Each one was 
stuffed full of medicines which I planned 
to distribute among the thousands of 
needy campsinos and ARDE guerrilla 
fighters in southern Zelaya province, 
Nicaragua. I hoped it would do some 
good. 

It had certainly not been easy to get 
this far. Before my departure from San 
Juan, I marched up to the local U.S. 
Public Health Service clinic for the 
necessary immunizations. With a dilapi¬ 
dated copy of a National Geographic 
map of Central America tucked under 
one arm and my yellow, international 
vaccination card in hand, I looked like 
some kind of demented tourist. Behind 
thinly-veiled smiles, the health officials 
warned me that the area I planned to visit 
was full of “very interesting and un- 
sual” diseases and a simple vaccination 
card wasn’t enough. After a painful 
series of shots, I was informed that I 
would be safe from all but the most per¬ 
sistent jungle rot. That nearly changed 
my mind about the trip but I took some 
time to reflect on my motivations. 

Several months before, a friend had 
told me about the murder of Hector 
Jovet, an American citizen fighting with 
ARDE against the Sandinista regime in 
Nicaragua. He had been killed by 
Cuban-trained intelligence personnel of 
“El Castillo” during ARDE’s April 
1984 offensive. The confusion sur¬ 
rounding Hector’s death and the reports 
of a lack of medical supplies among 
members of Eden Pastora’s faction of 
the ARDE alliance, prompted me to 
travel to San Jose where my medical 
background and collected supplies 
might do some good in the fight against 
communist tyranny. 

In the San Jose customs line, a young 
official smiled as he knowingly eyed the 
open box of hypodermic syringes scat¬ 
tered over my jungle hammock and field 
equipment. He knew exactly what was 
up and he wasn’t going to stand in my 
way. I passed on without a hitch. His 
attitude was typical among the Costa 
Rican officials I met provided they were 
not members of Martin Castro’s leftist 
Costa Rican National Security police. 

The next day ARDE guides took me to 
a series of base camps located near the 
San Juan River in southern Zelaya Pro¬ 
vince, Nicaragua. The last leg of the trek 
was by motor canoe and my freedom 
fighter escorts nervously scanned the 
skies for marauding Sandinista aircraft. 
Heavily-armed sections of Soviet-made 
Mi-8 Hip helicopters have been a major 
threat to ARDE formations in this area 


and no one wanted a demonstration of 
their deadly capabilities. 

The first campsite to appear out of the 
lush green jungle wasn’t what I ex¬ 
pected. I figured it would be rough but l 
did not think I would encounter a com¬ 
plete lack of sanitary facilities for 
thousands of men, women and children. 
Nearly everyone was sick in one form or 
another. The open latrine was simply 
marked with a sign reading “watch 
where you step” and was swarming with 
insects. Most of the guerrilla cadre 
didn’t seem concerned with the situa¬ 
tion. They were running a war, not a 
health club. It was difficult to convince 
them that a suppurating dental abscess is 
as effective as any Sandinista sniper in 
eliminating a good soldier from the bat¬ 
tlefield. 



Oral hygiene is lacking in the jungle. 

This trooper tries his hand at some 
on-the-spot dentistry. Photo: Ricardo 
Davila 

There were no formal medical facili¬ 
ties. ARDE’s one and only field hospit¬ 
al, a reasonably-equipped facility with a 
real roof, at Base Camp Tango had been 
abandoned after the guerrillas lost a fight 
with Sandinista forces on 8-11 July. 
What served as a sickbay at the camp 
was a large jungle hut with a leaky 
thatched roof and resident pigs. Filth 
wasn’t the only health threat to the guer¬ 
rillas. They had no mosquito nets or 
medicine and malaria was rampant. 

The health complaints we heard were 
typical for the environment. Gastroin¬ 
testinal problems, dental abscesses and 
F.U.O, (Fever of Unknown Origin) top¬ 
ped the list. Local remedies for such 
ailments would have confounded the 
AMA. I remember one treatment for in¬ 
testinal worms which practically all the 
guerrillas and their supporting civilian 
populace carried around in their guts. 
“Take three or four teaspoons of papaya 
milk (the sap from the fruit or tree stem), 
mix it in a cup of black coffee and force it 
down.” That one seemed to work and it 
was certainly cost effective. 

Dental problems weren’t treated so 
easily. Available antibiotics were given 
if the infection was acute and the tooth 
required extraction. Nobody was free 
from dental problems but Commander 
Zero’s lieutenants and bodyguards 
usually had their teeth fixed in San Jose 
and Ciudad Quesada. The rank and File 


guerrilla campesino couldn’t afford that. 
They had teeth pulled while sitting on a 
tree trunk in the middle of a swamp or 
jungle by whoever had the guts and a 
handy pair of pliers. 

Like any jungle, Costa Rica’s bush 
country has its share of parasites. One 
day a fellow asked me if we had anything 
for worms. We had brought some medi¬ 
cine with us and he was told to take 
several pills a day until he flushed the 
parasites out of his system. He innocent¬ 
ly informed me that wouldn’t help since 
the worms were in his head. Assuming 
the guy was putting me on, I said I’d 
believe it — and treat it — if I could see 
it. He brushed aside enough hair for me 
to see a half-inch white worm wriggle up 
through a hole in his scalp. I found out 
that they weren’t all that rare. The na¬ 
tives call these parasites torsala and the 
best way to remove them is to hold a 
lighted cigarette near the bore hole. The 
head worms come out to avoid the heat 
and they can be brushed off like a com¬ 
mon tick. 

Skin diseases are rampant in the jung¬ 
le and the guerrillas have their share of 
them. Crude, eroding lesions are evident 
on the face and hands of most troopers 
who have done hard time in the bush. 
Most are a form of tropical leish¬ 
maniasis, locally called “mountain lep¬ 
rosy.” A series of local injections with 
Glucantime usually clear the lesions up 
in a couple of weeks. But there is no 
Glucantime available most of the time. 

Many fungus thrive on the wet feet of 
soldiers forced to march through Nicara¬ 
guan swamps for days at a time. Any 
gel-based anti-fungal product will kill 
the fungus but there is never enough of 
that to keep infantry feet in shape for 
combat. We tried to convince the guer¬ 
rillas to keep their feet dry and carry 
extra socks. They said they would if they 
could but it was clear that they could not. 
Fungus-ravaged feet are a fact of life 
among the Nicaraguan Freedom Fight¬ 
ers. They learn to live with it. 

The jungle has always been the happy 
home for many animals which are poten¬ 
tially dangerous to man. Not the least of 
these are poisonous snakes. Unfortu¬ 
nately for the anti-Sandinista guerrillas, 
anti-venom is prohibitively expensive. 
We encountered several snakebite cases 
and could do little to help. The MISURA 
Freedom Fighters operating in other 
parts of the country have dealt with the 
problem for generations using home re¬ 
medies. Many of them work well and we 
passed along some advice. There was 
not much else to provide. 

If the freedom fighters want to over¬ 
throw the Sandinistas, they will have to 
get organized and stay healthy. Right 
now, they can’t seem to do either. That 
hasn’t stopped them, but it has slowed 
them down considerably. 

— Dr, W. Ricardo Davila , N.H.S.C. 
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reputation. He had never been innocent of 
involvement in Nicaragua’s turbulent poli¬ 
tical scene and he was not above using a gun 
to change the status quo. In the early 1960s 
Chamorro earned his revolutionary creden¬ 
tials by leading an abortive invasion of 
Nicaragua from Costa Rica hoping to dis¬ 
lodge Somoza. He never rallied any popular 
support and the whole escapade collapsed 
under pressure from the National Guard. 
His ragtag army of 100 or so malcontents 
became history and Chamorro spent one 
year of a three-year sentence in jail. Being 
from a good family, he was not stood 
against a wall and shot in traditional Latin 
American fashion. Chamorro went back 
into the newspaper business and continued 
his attacks on Somoza in a steady stream of 
virulent editorials. 

Chamorro was wily and politically 
astute. He openly opposed Somoza and 
managed to profit from keeping the situa¬ 
tion in Managua unstable. His goal was to 
gain power in the government and break 
Somoza’s stranglehold on the economy but 
he was fighting a losing battle. He was from 
his country’s wealthy upper middle class, 
people who had time and money enough to 
complain about their government. Somoza 
would tolerate their complaints as long as 


“No More Gringo Bombs Against the 
People:” A celebrating mob surrounds the 
National Palace to await the arrival of the 
provisional government after the downfall of 
Somoza’s regime. Photo: AP/Wide World 


they continued to pay their taxes. Chamor¬ 
ro’s assassination upset that delicate ba¬ 
lance. 

The policy of peaceful co-existance be¬ 
tween Somoza and the business community 
collapsed with the roar of an assassin’s shot¬ 
gun. If one of the most popular and visible 
men in Nicaragua could be killed with rela¬ 
tive impunity, why not others? The wealthy 
families of Nicaragua began to fear for their 
lives and lost all confidence in the ability of 
the Somoza government to protect them. 

Within hours of Chamorro’s death vio¬ 
lent demonstrations ripped Managua apart 
like, the tragic earthquake of several years 
previous. People were ^killed or seriously 
hurt and many businesses collapsed in 
flames or were looted during the mad riot- 
ing^Not surprisingly, most of the owners of 
the gutted businesses were sympathetic to 
Somoza. The mobs thought they knew who 
to blame for Chamorro’s death but their 
violent reaction to the event was hardly . 


based on hard evidence. 

Typically, culprits are found by assessing 
motive, ability and opportunity for commit¬ 
ting a crime. Somoza certainly had the abil¬ 
ity and opportunity to have Chamorro killed 
but he was not likely the culprit. In fact, he 
needed Pedro Chamorro. The publisher was 
his vocal and visible opposition, a known 
and identifiable figure that Somoza could 
use to prove he was running a democratic 
government. He could pick up a copy of La 
Prensa and wave it in the faces of skeptical 
U.S. Congressmen and reporters on fact¬ 
finding junkets in Managua to demonstrate 
his tolerance of political opposition. He 
could not be labeled a dictator if he allowed 
differing and diverse opinions to be pub¬ 
lished in the local press. And here was an 
example in La Prensa. Chamorro’s con¬ 
tinued survival and Somoza’s tolerance of 
his tirades was the key to the vault of U.S. 
aid money for Nicaragua. No one knew that 
better than Antonio Somoza. 

There is continuing speculation that 
Somoza’s son, a volatile young man who 
held a captaincy in the National Guard, may 
have been behind the killing. If so, he 
assuredly arranged it without his father’s 
approval. Captain Tachito Somoza was en¬ 
raged by the La Prensa attacks on his father 
and could have ordered Chamorro hit by his 
men but even that speculation is farfetched. 
Whiie the younger Somoza was not as 
worldly or experienced as his father, he 
wasn’t stupid. The young officer was active 
in intelligence and counterintelligence and 
was surely astute enough to predict the re¬ 
sponse to the killing of such a popular fi¬ 
gure. 

So who killed Pedro Joaquin Chamorro? 

Ask Edgar Chamorro, second cousin to 
Pedro, and a leader of the FDN Nicaraguan 
Freedom Fighters. He is certain he knows 
the answer to the mystery. 

“You must ask yourself who would be¬ 
nefit from such a deed,” said Edgar Cha¬ 
morro during a quiet conversation last 
September in Las Vegas. “Surely not 
Somoza or the United States. No, it was the 
communists. We are certain;” 

The cousin of the slain Nicaraguan activ¬ 
ist paused to reflect on the event. “You 
know, it was done so perfectly —* the people 
who were accused of being the hit men had 
some peripheral connection to Somoza. 
They died under mysterious circumstances 
shortly thereafter, and the world press got 
hold of it immediately. There had to have 
been KGB involvement/ We Nicas aren’t 
that sophisticated.” 

The murder may remain a mystery, but 
the result is clear. Pedro Chamorro’s assas¬ 
sination threw a red-hot ember into the 
Nicaraguan powder keg. The national 
mutiny no longer smoldered. It flared into 
revolutionary zeai and brought the com¬ 
munists into power. He didn’t live to see it, 
but Pedro Chamorro got his wish. Somoza 
was dethroned but the revolution was bet¬ 
rayed by communist chicanery. And the 
strident voice of La Prensa is not permitted 
to complain. ^ 
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W HY am I perched precariously up 
here like a fly clinging to a crystal 
chandelier? Why risk it all and trust my 
continued well-being to a couple of puny 
icepicks and a pair of pointy platforms that 
buckle on my boots like kids’ rollerskates? 

The questions cut through the fatigue 
that’s been fogging my brain at 10,000 feet 
up into the Colorado Rockies. There are no 
answers to be found in the cloudy crystal of 
the ice face covering this ancient granite 
cliff. All I can see are rivulets of rime as my 
panting breath melts the ice just inches from 
my nose. Looking down doesn’t help and 
my knees only tremble more if I contem¬ 
plate a fall from this rest where I’m carefully 
trying to flex the cramps out of my ankles 
and insteps. 

Maybe if I lean back slightly and crane 
my aching neck to see the pinnacle I had 
wanted to reach so badly an hour ago when 
we began to climb. No. It doesn’t seem 
worth it right now. I feel the ice crackle 
through my beard as a grin spreads across 
my wind-chapped face. The last time I’d 
paused under pressure to ask myself if the 
pain was worth the gain, an Army drill 
sergeant had been screaming into my ear. 

Bui it had been years between Fort 
Leonard Wood and my current predica¬ 
ment. Wrenching my right-hand ice axe 
from a purchase and jabbing the crampon of 
my right boot into a fresh stand on the milky 
ice, I began to climb again, certain that I had 
my answer. There are some things people 
simply have to do. Soul-searching only di¬ 
lutes the achievement. And the achievement 
is the sum total of the motivation. We try it 
to see if we can cut it. The question is its 
own answer. 

It was why I joined the U.S. Army as a 
30-year-old Ph.D. in some obscure disci¬ 
pline and it was why I challenged this ice 
face five years later. 

My climbing partner — world-class 
mountaineer Duncan Ferguson — had ques¬ 
tioned my motivations for our trip into the 
Rockies the previous day as we made camp 
at the foot of this 2,000-foot slope. His 
queries had prompted me to review the 
reasons why a desk-bound magazine editor 
might want to try something like this. I’d 
climbed mountains in one form or another 
most of my life, but this trip involved some¬ 
thing more. Talking with Duncan over the 
roar and whine of mountain winds made me 
realize what it was. When the trip was sug¬ 
gested, I never considered not going. 
Thinking back on the reflex decision at the 
frigid haseeamp, it seemed about as irre¬ 
sponsible as a similar impulse which led me 
to join the Army. 

I cautioned Duncan against misinter¬ 
pretation as we prepared equipment for the 
next day’s assault on the ice. Joining the 
Army — or the Marines, or the French 
Foreign Legion, or a Trappist monastery — 
is a good idea ... if you do it at the right 

Welded icicles demanded concentration and 
good tool placement. Icicles show true 
vertical. Photo: Dale Andrade 



DR. ICE 

Bill Guthrie, 34, worked his way 
through school as a pipefitter, ditch dig¬ 
ger, water pump installer, brick stacker 
and teacher of everything from Japanese 
monster movies and freshman composi¬ 
tion to Middle English and palaeogra¬ 
phy. He studied archaeology, history, 
English language, and medieval North¬ 
ern European languages and completed a 
doctorate in Comparative Literature. 

Then his department chairman found 
Guthrie reading arms-transfer tables in 
; the library stacks. Guthrie explained he 
I had always been interested in military 
affairs. His chairman reminded him that 
he was supposed to be a humanist. 
Guthrie replied that he saw no confradic- 
tion. 

A few months later* he enlisted in the 
U.S. Army as a 30-year-old private. 
Assigned to Army Intelligence, he 
washed out of the service for feet that 
wouldn’t hold up to combat boots. Then 
he joined the staff of Soldier of Fortune, 

His feet supported by orthotics and 
heavy boots, Guthrie has climbed from 
McKinley to Mexico, and from Rainier 
to the Cairn Gorms, specializing in win¬ 
ter mountaineering. 

__ 

time; for the right reasons. 

Despite my academic achievements and 
the potential for a commission, 1 volun¬ 
teered as a private soldier because 1 thought 
that was the most effective way to serve the 
country that had given me and my family so 
much. As a teacher. I’d have to award my¬ 
self an “A” for motivation. 

On the other hand, I was certainly no 
match for my 18 and 19-year-old platoon 
mates as a somewhat worse-for-wear, flat- 
footed, university lecturer who read Old 
Norse tracts in the original language for fun. 
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And I’d missed the Vietnam War by nearly 
10 years. “C-minus” for timing. “F” for 
common sense. 

But I made a go of it. Assigned to Army 
Intelligence — 98 Golf/Voice Interceptor 
(Russian) — I finally got bounced by the 
medics for flat feet, stress-fractures, and 
skeletal incompatibility with issue combat 
boots. But I’d discovered something signifi¬ 
cant during my brief stint as a soldier. I’d 
found that conquering fear through facing 
danger and stress makes you a much strong¬ 
er, more capable human being. It was no 
longer a mystery to me why military experi¬ 
ence played such a major role in so many 
people’s lives. 

And I understand why those people want 
to renew the challenge every so often. 

We planned a campaign in Rocky Moun¬ 
tain National Park in central Colorado. f 
wanted to attack the Notch Couloir, be¬ 


tween the exposed pyramid of Mt. Meeker 
and 14,000-foot Long’s Peak. I’d climbed 
it, dodging snow-sloughs, 15 years ago. It 
had been an exhausting trek in flexible, 
jointed crampons (steel frames with vertical 
points under the foot and horizontal claws at 
the toes) and two long ice axes. This time 1 
would use rigid crampons and shorter tools. 
Duncan vetoed the route. Snowfall had been 
heavy at that altitude, winds were high, and 
the snow-loading of moderate slopes was 
dangerous. 

Wind-driven avalanches would make 
chances of survival slim. The great slides of 
slab snow grind downhill at varying speeds 
from different directions and can crush vic¬ 
tims into pulp or tear their bodies apart with 
alternating forces. Only high-angle ice (70 
degree grades or better) would provide the 
necessary challenge and a margin for sur¬ 
vival. The standard climbing routes were 


out. The steep Rocky Mountain couloirs (a 
French term for an alpine gully) would serve 
to funnel avalanches down on top of us. We 
needed higher slopes and ice-coated rock 
faces of the sort that could be found in 
Glacier Gorge. 

Glacier Gorge is typical of the area’s gla¬ 
cial valleys. Great gouges mark where 
heavy ice has cut into the face of the earth. 
Cross-sections resemble deep U-shapes 
with near-vertical walls at the head. We 
would pick one of these and climb it — if 
skill, determination and luck held. 

After struggling up a snow-filled 
streambed under heavy packs, our first view 
of the Gorge showed us we’d made the right 
choice. The terrain looked promising but 
the weather did not. 

Like a herd of monumental zinc buffalo 
leaping a ditch, low, bulky humps of sinis¬ 
ter cloud raced across the valley, skipping 


FLAT-FOOT OR 
FRONT-POINT 

Believe it or nol, bpdfel dancers and 
ice-el imber* have; a Leu in common Both 
disciplines Acquirerybu lo spend lime on 
your l ties iind flat on your feet. Bflljei 
dancers alternate depending on pre¬ 
determined choreography but climber* 
may use either or both techniques in a 
given climb, depending on angle, equip¬ 
ment and experience. 

Flat-foot ■ or French - — technique 
usually means limber topped boots, 
flexible two-piece crampons and a single 
medium-io-Jong (fi0cnv90cm) general- 
purpose tec axe. Like a slow-motion 
parody of die old angulated para!Ini ski 
style, the Hat-foot ice climber bends and 
twisis ankles, knees Lind hips to keep his 
crampons flat on the ice. Progressing 
more like a friction climber on slabs. the 
fT31- toot ice climber goes from walking 
forward normally, through a sidting as- 
etril with the lower fool pointed down 
the fall-line, lie may even point has body 
away from rhe slope as he reaches back 
ward anti up with the. pick (the point on 
the head of the .axe) to climb slopes from 
50 to 60 degrees. 

Expert-: he Bat-Sboi technique can use 
this fluid, relaxing method of ascent on 
slopes over 60 degrees. And it saves 
Strain on his weakest assets his aims. 
But it takes balance and practice. At 
extreme angles it's nearly impossible to 
use ibis technique while carrying; a large 
pack. 

Flat-foni takes fewer (oofs than ffonl- 
point but you can‘l flaH'oot vertical Lee 
yi all. Only front-poitLl technique will 
allow climber Id ascend such taecs 

Three-, six- and tO-point crampons 
have been devdop^i by mountaineers 
over a span of years. Usually 
swivel-jointed irt the middle mid strap¬ 
ped to the feet, iliey took men from herd¬ 
ing Hocks in ihe mountains of L4th < >n- 



These daws Oel Fruit Fangs hold the 
cumber’s weighs in trimr-polnt climbing, 
UlimniiTs of hlflifk :tnd pnSnt penetration 
stum lldmiess of ice, Photo: Bill Guthrie 

tury Europe to the great Alpine asuents 
of ihe 1920s. But tn the early 1930’s 
when more conservative mountaineers 
were still quibbling whether crampons 
were Tail " or if (here was a need for 
crampons if climbers had hobnails on 
their hoots — Laurent Grivel invented 
crampons with two teeth pointing for 
ward from the toes. Ibis new 12-point 
design opened a new world of face- 
forward. over-TG-degree ice climbing. 
Fifty years later, some mountaineers still 
cal I front-poi n( cratn]K>n s ' G ri vein.' ’ 

Instead of one mcdium-lo-long axe. 
the vertical ice climber needs one short 
loo I for each hand, A short is:-y. 5Dcrnj 
axe in ihe sirring hand alternates hi is 
with a 40cm axe or even a 30cm ice 
hammer. An ice hammer m<i\ have ihe 
grip and shaft of a framing hummer, but 
its face is a drooping pick, and the claw 
has been replaced with a wide-faced 
hammer for driving pi tons and ice 
screws. 

I'he crampon?! may look the same as 
lie alb le crampons, but they arc rigid and 
joints only allow adjust men' Check oui 
a pair of Foot Fangs and you’ll sue what 
the slate of the art is. Rectangular, deck¬ 
ed in red corrugated plastic and damped 


to boots like downhill skis. the 20-point 
crampons are half-again the weight of 
I 2 point Choulnard rig ids. but their 
handling, security and strength arc ex¬ 
ceptional. For severe-emidilion moun¬ 
taineers, they have rhe advantage of 
attaching to the hoofs well instead of 
passing straps across and around the 
hoot. Straps cause two problems: they 
may restrict circulation, and it takes 
several minutes of hand exposure to 
mouill and adjust strapped crampons 
co tree I Fy 

Good front-point technique Is linle 
more 1 hart free-climbing translated to rce 
laces. As Duncan Ferguson ssyn: lL Youc 
picks are liitle rlngei*, and your front- 
points: are little toes." 

Front-pointing in good ice demands 
little lechnique compared to dai-foot 
climbing, H ’ s mi ist Iy a matter i ? f si rang th 
and enormous endurance. I Sul since it in 
an essentially hard-ice technique, and 
the structural strength of ice itself holds 
you up. front-poi nii ng tak e * j usi as mucIt 
experience ns flat-footing. In other 
words: before you ley ifont-pointing up a 
vertical face, you’ve got to te&m ice. 

Ice may be stronger oi weaker than 
norma I if it's wet. S urface conditions are 
no? the key to strength. You've got to 
examine other factors. Color is usually a 
function of density and strength but it 
may he caused hy nearby vegetation, 
water n i i net a I ization or u i idei I \ i rig roc k 
There are no real color keys. Look for 
fault fines running through the ice face 
and for grit frozen into the ice which may 
work as a hinder. But don’t he fooled hy 
I hat either. [1 may indicate the ice is 
more dialler-re.,i.snani —or that it will 
comu apart in big chunks with a blow of 
an axe. 

Obviously, experience is the key to 
judging ice strength and most climbers 
develop Lb is through long hours on the 
slopes. Mosl of the time they are giving 
new meaning to the term lL walking on 
thin ice. 1 " 
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MOUNTAINEERS’ 

MATERIEL 

Winter alpine conditions challenge 
materiel as much as men. Climbers and 
other adventurers who want to survive 
need to stay warm, eat and see. Those 
requirements depend largely on the 
proper equipment. 

You have to stay warm and dry which 
means clothing and equipment which 
protects from cold and wet conditions. 
Most of the world’s armies are learning 
about synthetic pile garments. Fiber-pile 
is uniquely well-suited to cold- 
environment military operations, since 
it’s light, rugged, dirt and water resistant 
and requires little maintenance. Brand is 
immaterial. Be sure it fits, get a suit with 
a hood or buy a separate hood. Specify 
polypropylene if it’s available. 

To keep water out of insulation, cot¬ 
ton just won’t do. SWAT Viper’s cotton 
and cotton-blend suits gave tangle-free 
freedom of movement for a day with 
light breeze and shaded ice (Delbert Gil- 
bow makes SWAT suits of Goretex or 
any other material on special order). But 
there are a number of fabrics used for 
building modem shell garments that will 
breathe and keep water out (they work 
better than you’d think, though they 
aren ’t perfect) like Klimate and Goretex. 
Absolutely waterproof coatings, such as 
polyvinyl chloride (PVC) will keep you 
dry in weather so bad you won’t want to 
be there at all. 

As any soldier or mountaineer knows, 
sleeping warm makes up for a lot of 
hardship. Sleeping bags get treated a lot 
better than your pile suit, so down is 
great, if you can afford it. But new 
synthetics like Quallofill and Polarguard 
are nearly as warm. And for winter 
alpine use, you’ll want a sleeping-bag 
cover or bivouac sack, or even a sleeping 
bag with a Goretex shelf That water¬ 
proof outer layer may save your life 
some day if you’re stuck in an exposed 
position. 

In winter, food and water are even 
more important than usual in the out¬ 
doors. No, you don’t need a stove. I used 
to melt water in a “shmoo 1 ’ (A1 Capp, in 
memoriam) which was a flat, wide¬ 
mouthed polyethylene bladder. Filled 
with ice and snow, and hung around 
your neck next to long underwear, it 
melted the contents with body heat. I 
also ate granola covered with clotted 
milk powder floating in cold water to 
avoid cooking. I even slept in a half-bag 
pulled up over my insulated parka to 
save two pounds over a real sleeping bag 
... In my own defense, I was 20 when I 
last behaved like that, and probably had 
a frost-bitten brain. 

Unless you feel a compulsion to suffer 
in the mountains (/ don’t any more) a 
reliable stove is one of your most trea- 



Markill Stormy, the vertical adventurer’s 
cook-kit. Photo: Fred Borchardt 

sured possessions. I haven’t really 
changed my mind about the dangers of 
gas stoves from years ago. They have 
high centers of gravity under a filled pot, 
can blow up, valves can clog or break, 
you can forget about field repair, and — 
unlike kerosene — you can’t pour the 
broken stove’s fuel into a pot full of 
sand, light it and go on cooking. But 
there’s a new cooker on the market that 
only uses gas-cannister stoves, and it has 
made other mountaineering cook-kits 
obsolete. 

Latok Mountain Gear is selling a 
cooker called the Markill Stormy. It 
costs $38 (without stove), hangs so it 
can’t be knocked over, the contained 
flame won’t blow out, the bottom of the 
pot is wrapped in flame as it sits inside 
the windscreen, and the lid melts snow 
on top as the pot cooks food. If they 
made a pressure cooker to fit, it would he 
perfect. I’ve had the Stormy one month, 
and I’ve already put the rest of my cook¬ 
ing-gear collection in storage. Maybe 
I’ll turn it into a climbers’ culinary 
museum. 

Seeing is nearly as important as eating 
in mountain travel and dangerous storm 
conditions can make good vision criti¬ 
cal. Weight considerations won’t usual¬ 
ly allow full-sized binoculars, but 
Bausch & Lomb makes a pair of com¬ 
pact, rubber-armored, shock-resistant, 
immersion-proof, fogproof binoculars 
that’ll fit in most shirt pockets. Check a 
camera shop or sporting goods store or 
write Bausch & Lomb for details, but 
Tve seen new models at gun shows for 
under $100 (retail is higher, of course), 
The only trouble Tve bad with these 
glasses is keeping them away from Bob 
Brown on hunting trips. 

Goggles? You don’t always need 
them, but you can move as far with a 


broken back as you can with snowblind- 
ness or rock chips in the eyes. Jones 
poly-carbonate, double-lens goggles in 
cadmium brown are cheaper than most 
fashionable, breakable ski glasses. They 
won’t fog or break and reflect all U V and 
IR radiation. Nothing else competes. 

You also need light to see. Leave your 
flashlight at home and get some thick 
candles. At 30 below even alkaline bat¬ 
teries go dead in seconds. A headlamp 
with a separate battery pack is essential 
using non-lithium batteries. The battery 
pack fits under your parka or inside the 
sleeping bag while reading. Chouinard’s 
focusable headlamp mounts a single 
lithium cell on the headband, and 
lithium batteries work to unbelievable 
temperatures and last several times long¬ 
er than other batteries in normal condi¬ 
tions. Check mountaineering shops and 
catalogs for headlamp selections. 

Much of this equipment may not be 
commonly available if you live outside 
of mountaineering areas but several 
companies market these specialized 
items by mail-order catalog: 

—Latok Mountain Gear, Dept. SOF, 
443-C Main Street, P.O. Box 380, 
Lyons, CO 80540. Foot Fangs, Lowe 
ice tools, ropes, rope bags, a carabiner 
you can’t hold the wrong way. revolu¬ 
tionary' mountineering clothing and the 
Markill Stormy cooker, 

—Recreation Equipment Incorporated, 
Dept. SOF, P.O. Box C-88125, Seattle, 
WA 98188. Probably the most complete 
selection of general mountaineering gear 
in the world and members of this co-op 
get rebates. For $5 you can’t afford not 
to join. 

—Jones Optical Company, Dept. SOF, 
6367 Arapahoe Road, Boulder, CO 
80303. Unbreakable polycarbonate 
eyewear. 

—Bausch & Lomb, Dept. SOF, MOON. 
Goodman St., Rochester, NY 14602. 
Affordable outdoor optics. 

—SWAT Viper Systems, Dept. SOF, 
2701 S. Susan St, Santa Anna, CA 
92704. Police and military equipment, 
including rappelling gear, designed by 
working professionals. 

—Quartermaster Sales. Dept. SOF, 
7201 Avenida La Costa NE, Albuquer¬ 
que, NM 8701. All kinds of military and 
paramilitary equipment, and weapons 
accessories. Owner Bob Provance fur¬ 
nished a slip-on rappelling seat — pri¬ 
marily designed for SWAT use—it was 
much faster to get in and out of than 
climbers’ harness, but limited leg move¬ 
ment to a slight degree 1 was grateful for 
its exceptional comfort and security 
when I got stuck on one climb. 

—SOF Exchange, P.O. Box 687, Boul¬ 
der, CO 80306. Outdoor gear, including 
polypropylene long underwear for $9.95 
(about half normal retail-outlet price) for 
either tops or bottoms. 
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from ridge to ridge at speeds over 100 knots. 
Glacier Gorge was a three-mile-long, 
strobe-lit kaleidoscope of color as the sun 
dodged the cloud cover to reveal the spark¬ 
ling patches of ice. It was Colorado Rocky 
Mountain kitsch and we were anxious to 
conquer it. 

Balancing on ski poles against a growing 
gale, we had to find a basecamp and get 
under cover for the night. But the magnetic 
attraction of a nearby ice face was too much. 
We’d pitch our camp in the dark if neces¬ 
sary. I had to see if it was going to work for 
me this time. 

We dove into a side canyon and stared 
into the gathering gloom at a 150-foot shelf 
with a northern exposure to the wind. We 
blinked and dodged a shower of wind- 
driven icicles, determined to get axes and 
crampons into this ice. The approach was a 
broad, rounded ramp barricaded by a four- 
foot-thick fluted column. Easy footing and 
rocky handholds brought us to the pillar. 
We sidled around it, crabbing easily in the 
sort of alpine waltz familiar to all climbers. 
Our partner in the dance was hard, cold and 
unyielding. 

“This is like waltzing with a fat stiff,” I 
huffed. 

Duncan laughed politely. He was already 
at the foot of the first vertical pitch, ab¬ 
stractedly checking the color of the ice, and 
testing it for strength and elasticity with his 
short axes. 1 started rumbling 4 ‘The Tennes¬ 
see Waltz,” and he joined me in the chorus. 
It reminded me of the chanting we had done 
on unit runs in the Army. Ignore the pain, 
disregard the reason; lose yourself in the 
rhythm and song. 

Without losing a beat, Duncan placed a 
polished, tear-shaped aluminum chock in a 
crack and clipped a blood-colored runner to 
its loop with a black carabiner. The rope ran 
through a second ‘biner at the end of the red 
nylon loop. He started to climb as I belayed 
from below. 

Duncan Ferguson is four or five inches 
shorter and probably 60 pounds lighter than 
I am. He’s also a professional climbing 
guide who typically spends as many hours a 
week with air under his heels as I spend at a 
desk. His pick blows are loose, light and 
precise. He examines the points of impact 
minutely, looking for cracks. He could be a 
pathologist looking at tissue through a 
microscope rather than a famous ice- 
climber in search of adventure and chal¬ 
lenge. It was hard to emulate his style. 

He is fluid and precise where I try to 
muscle the ice and manhandle my tools. His 
heels droop in classic position to put the 
tension on bone and tendons rather than 
muscles. I cramp and tremble with pressure 
on all the wrong points., His hands are re¬ 
laxed in tool loops. He leans left and right to 
play the face like a chessboard. 

I’m sad to see him disappear above me as 
the safety rope snakes over the cliff. When 
the line stops moving we exchange ritual 


Guthrie does vertical low-crawl to second 
belay stance. Photo: Duncan Ferguson 




“Bob Brown’s Soldier of Fortune Death To 
Tyrants Precipice of Mortal Doom” — 
center, a new ice route in Rocky Mountain 
National Park’s Glacier Gorge — 
illuminated through wind-torn cloud. Photo: 
Bill Guthrie 


responses to insure each man is secure in 
position. My shout echoes off the sparkling 
ice wails. 

“Climbing!” It’s time for my clumsy 
version of his flawless ascent. 

Duncan waits patiently while I contem¬ 
plate the tools I haven’t used for five years. 
It’s like a first look at your service rifle in 
the Army. Here’s a medium-length spike¬ 
faced axe called a Hummingbird in my right 
hand. In the left is a Chacal hammer which 
has the downcast, sidelong look of a de¬ 
pressed pelican. My feet shuffle at the top of 
the ramp as I try to recover the body- 
memory of this ballet. 

My grandfather must have felt this way as 
he cringed under artillery in the trenches in 
France. The worst part is that first move 
over the top. There’s nothing for it — then 
or now — but to push ahead. Lifting my 
right leg I swing it back and kick like a 
Karate master to implant the pointy toes of 
the crampons into the uneven surface of the 
knobby ice. Putting too much weight on the 
hand-loops, I’m able to gain a similar, pre¬ 
carious hold for my left foot. It’s forward 
march and I’m trying not to anticipate the 
command. 

Lowering my weight gingerly to my feet 
(you can’t climb any distance on your 
hands, there’s not enough strength in your 
arms) I find that these crampons are nothing 
like my old jointed SMCs. Space-age, red- 
plastic Foot Fangs transmit energy directly 
to the ice. I’m beginning to be able to use 
my legs properly. 

Duncan had struck the ice like a sculptor 
carving a delicate image. My strikes into 
this unyielding surface are too heavy but 
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I’m gaining altitude — and confidence. It’s 
exhilarating. There’s freedom on ice that 
climbers don’t find on rock. You choose % the 
route; you force the face into your image — 
if you’re good enough. 

Climbing was exhausting but not as bad 
as some of the glacier slogs and couloir 
crawls I’d been on at Mount McKinley and 
elsewhere in the world. I beat and kicked 
my way up the milk glass wall. Then the 
tricky bulge at the top of the first wall taught 
me the error of over-confidence. 

Front crampon points wedged into a pair 
of too-narrow vertical ice gutters, left axe 
barely scratched into thin ice, and right tool 
stretched for a better purchase I found my¬ 
self trembling and in trouble. My arm 
wasn’t long enough to reach over the bulge 
and I knew that simply striking it could be 
disastrous. A solid strike with an ice axe 
would simply chip the bulge away from the 
face and down onto me. 

My achilles tendons screamed with the 
strain of the weight on my feet. It was a 
rugged 40-foot fall into a pit of jagged rock 
from an earlier slide in this area. I was 
spending too long on the move. I felt like a 
recruit laced with some esoteric military 
task and no instruction on how to get it 
done. I had stumbled in those situations 
before and I nearly did the same this time. 

Suddenly I found myself in real trouble. 
My right crampon broke loose from the ice 
and I leaned toward the face to begin recov¬ 
ery. It was an overreaction. My left heel 
came up and levered the front points of the 
remaining crampon out of purchase. Only a 
single ice axe held my weight from plum¬ 
meting down into the rocks below. I pendu- 
lumed left on that tool and felt it begin to slip 
and scratch down the ice. It was the ultimate 
challenge. What are you going to do now. 
Private Guthrie? Will you simply stand 
there and die in place or will you — for 
Christ’s sake — do something. 

My crampons scraped along the ice face 
as I strained to hold onto the shaft of the 
single axe keeping me from falling. My 
mind fired off a volley of technical terms. In 
an emergency, I remembered, you strive for 
“three solid points of contact and move the 
fourth point.’’ 

I had to get into this face or fall. I thought 
of letting Duncan know I was in trouble 
down here but rejected the idea. That would 
have been whining before I was really hurt. 
Potential embarrassment makes you do 
dangerous things like the deadly freeze 
some guys find themselves in on the live 
grenade range. If they’d only let someone 
know they were afraid. 

As I swung left, I could feel torque grind¬ 
ing the delicate, angled sheet-metal pick of 
the Chacal out of its tiny hold. Pulling 
straight down on the hammer-sized left axe 
to stabilize it as I fell, I gained a few inches. 
The long right axe came back grazing my 
right ear and I swung hard from the shoul¬ 
der. 

Unaccustomed to the borrowed axe I had 
simply reached high and right and hoped for 
the best. Point of impact was six critical 
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inches above a blue-green translucent de¬ 
pression which would have yielded solid 
placement. The toothed, drooping pick hit 
the front of the bulge and showered me with 
shattered ice. I stared anxiously up at a 
four-inch-thick plate of ice, spalled from the 
face and shattered from the center of im¬ 
pact. The pick shouldn’t have stuck. 

But it did. My strike had been straight and 
hard, probably more out of desperation than 
skill. Half the steel pick was anchored in 
opaque, green ice but my troubles were far 
from over. The violence of my lunge had 
finally dislodged the left axe and I was again 
dangling from the face from a single purch¬ 
ase. I hung by one arm from the wrist loop 
of the right ice axe. Looking left I spotted a 
china-blue hollow in the ice and drove, the 
loose axe into it. I pulled up on the wrist 
loops, kicked my right crampon into a broad 
concavity, and stretched the left foot to rest 
the inside points on a frothy ice crust oozing 
out of a crack in the nearby rock. 

Finding myself in a safe perch (every¬ 
thing’s relative, and that right-hand axe 
wasn’t going anywhere ) I let my wrists 
hang in the loops, rested my hands and arms 
and took a comfortable seat in mid-air. 

A musical voice above me was still re¬ 
peating the same verse of “The Tennessee 
Waltz” we’d started singing 20 minutes 
before. Duncan had been doing a solo and 
finally stopped to inquire about my situa¬ 
tion. 

“You all right down there?” 

“Just dandy.” 

Duncan began to sing again. Standing 
easily on my claws, I selected a dimple just 
at the bottom of the outward curve, gently 
swung the reverse-curved pick into the cen¬ 
ter of it, tested with a straight-down pull, 
and kicked up three more steps. My shoul¬ 
ders were level with the top of the bulge and 
my chest touched its outermost curve. 
Trained in an older technique, I did not 
re-set the right axe and simply moved my 
hand carefully to the axe head, hooking my 
fingers over it from the outside. 

It was a violation of the classic form of 
front-point style, but I was more secure on 
that deep-driven pick. The key here was to 
think and get to the top before my confi¬ 
dence eroded like mountain ice in the Spring 
sun. A groove pointed from the back of the 
shelf right at my throat, and it ended well 
behind the bulge ... a solid placement. 1 
kicked up two more steps and my waist was 
even with the ledge. My right hand rested on 
the axe head like a cane. 

Solidly planted on two feet and the left 
tool, I grabbed the right axe by the adze at 
the back of the head, levered the pick out of 
the ice — it was stuck — flipped the head 
down behind my leg, catching the handle, 
and reached for the wall behind the ledge 
with the axe at full extension. Up two more, 
off the wall and over the top. Duncan was 
still warbling. 

“Do you really like that song?” I panted. 

Evening rappel down side of icicle route. 
Photo: Dale Andrade 



Author tests long axe placement on vertical 
section of fairly thick ice. Photo: Fred 
Borchardt 

Ferguson rigs up to start icicle route. Photo: 
Dale Andrade 



Duncan just grinned and finally broke his 
thousand-yard stare into the majestic scen¬ 
ery. 

“Hadn’t heard it in years. Funny how a 
song will suddenly run through your head. ” 
I’d had a similar experience. 

“I hummed ‘Please Help Me, I’m Fall¬ 
ing’ in the Alaska Range five years ago. 
Drove everybody else nuts.” 

We hastily set up the rappel for descent. 
Only hotdogs and military mountaineering 
instructors attempting to build confidence 
bounce on ropes. Mountaineers always 
cringe when they see it and prefer not to use 
ropes owned by people who engage in such 
activities. We slid easily to the foot of the 
slope and re-packed our survival gear to find 
a basecamp. Darkness and a cold, driving 
wind were closing in on the area. 

We skied to a rock bowl protected by 
thick trees and dug in. In the last long sha¬ 
dows cast by sunset, we jumped, slogged, 
jigged and otherwise tromped around to 
pack a level surface for a tent platform. 
Working rapidly, we pulled the streamlined 
Stevenson’s tent into the wind, and staked it 
with scaled down versions of the big alumi¬ 
num plates called “deadmen” which are 
used for protection on high-angle snow 
climbs. Then we threw our gear in the tent, 
pulled out our sleeping bags so they could 
fluff in the zero-degree air and settled down 
for the night. 

Duncan and I had seen each other rarely 
since high school and dinner stretched into 
the night as we talked about climbs, the 
military, writing, Central America, wives, 
his son and an article on climbing thin ice he 
was preparing for publication. It was a good 
time, full of the comradeship, bluster and 
pride at having done something that marked 
us as people who are not afraid to perch out 
there on the razor’s edge. I’d spent a lot of 
other nights like that one. Only the uniform 
had changed. 

Reveille the next morning was the shriek 
of high wind. It was accompanied by the 
drumbeat of tent material snapping and pop¬ 
ping. Mindful that we’d have little oppor- 
tunty to replenish energy this day, we 
brewed two quarts of tea, two quarts of 
cereal and two quarts of dried-fruit stew in a 
hanging cooker and skied off for the Gorge. 
The wind might mean treacherous climbing 
conditions. Like light infantrymen ranging 
far ahead of their support, we would be at 
the mercy of the weather. 

Duncan — unroped and climbing alone 
— had been blown off these cliffs a few 
years ago. Tom from a face by high winds 
and spinning, he saved himself by swinging 
backwards with a hammer, anchoring it 
deep in the cliff’s ice coat. 

We were in luck. The wind was worse 
than yesterday but conditions were better. 
At the entrance to the gorge it was clear and 
a relatively-warm 20 degrees. The bright 
sun would make the ice a little wet but the 
ambient temperature at this altitude was 
enough to keep it strong and elastic. 

Continued on page 89 
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sor WEAPONS 


Belgium’s 

MAGnificent 

Text and Photos by Peter G. Kokalis 



S AY what you will about artillery, tanks 
or helicopters, the machine gun re¬ 
mains the ruler of the infantry battlefield. It 
took a first formal curtain call during World 
War I and has never missed a combat per¬ 
formance since. The result has been a great 
deal of militaiy concern regarding the prop¬ 
er form of the machine gun. 

When World War II ended the winners 
opted for a concept conceived by the losers. 
By the early 1930s the German Army had 
formulated requirements for an Einheitsma- 
schinengewehr (universal machine gun). 
This single gun — fitted with a variety of 
mounts and accessories — was to serve as a 
squad automatic weapon, a wheeled vehicle 
and tank machine gun, antiaircraft gun and 
medium support weapon. The German 
Army even proposed its use as an aircraft 
gun to the Luftwaffe. Production, mainte¬ 
nance and training could be simplified with 
a standard MG. The result of this attempt to 
cover all bases with a single runner was the 
impressive, sinister-looking, less-than- 
perfect MG34 (maschinengewehr, 1934). 

A machinist’s nightmare, the MG34 has 
more than 100 finely-fitted components. 
Even the heavy mount for the MG34 had 
some 200 parts. Overly sensitive to 
ammunition and environment — as battle¬ 
field performance demonstrated — it was 
followed by the far superior MG42. This 
roller-locked, recoil-operated Grossfuss de¬ 
sign had a cyclic rate of 1,200 rpm. For this' 
reason, it was soon dubbed “Hitler’s zip¬ 
per” by Allied troops who became all-too- 
familiar with its rapid roar. The gun intri¬ 
gued Allied small arms technologists who 
wanted to convert it for use by their troops. 
An attempt by U.S. ordnance personnel to 
convert the MG42 to caliber .30-06 failed 
due to dimensional errors but a number of 
the MG42’s features — and the multi¬ 
purpose philosophy — were incorporated 
into the two most prominent post-war 
“general purpose machine guns” 
(GPMGs). 

One of those is the U.S. M60 which is a 
very bad machine gun. The other significant 
example is the Fabrique Nation ale Mitrail¬ 
leuses D’Appui General (machine gun of 
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general purpose), otherwise known as the 
Mitrailleuse a Gaz (gas-operated machine 
gun). This Belgian entry is even more dis¬ 
tinguished than its name. Commonly called 
the FN MAG 58, this epitome of the GPMG 
genre was the crowning achievement of 
FN’s premier designer M. Ernest Vervier. 

The MAG is belt-fed, gas-operated and 
fires from the open bolt position. It is air¬ 
cooled and its 21.4-inch barrel is designed 
for quick-change by the gun crew. In the 
ground version, it weighs 231/2 pounds with 
an overall length of 49.2 inches. Its adjust¬ 
able gas regulator permits the cyclic rate to 
be varied from 650 to 1,100 rpm. 

Some of the MAG’s features are fascinat¬ 
ing but it helps understanding to summarize 
the gun’s method of operation and firing 
cycle. With the bolt retracted, the first 
round of a belt in the cartridge way, and the 
top cover closed, pressure on the trigger will 
drop the sear and release the bolt. The bolt’s 


feed horns come in contract with the base of 
the cartridge and move it towards the cham¬ 
ber. The locking lever contacts the ends of 
the front guides inside the receiver and be¬ 
gins to move downward. The bolt chambers 
the round while the extactor slips over the 
rim. At this point, the piston extension con¬ 
tinues its forward movement and acceler¬ 
ates the downward swing of the locking 
lever until the face of the lever is in position 
in front of the locking shoulder. The system 
is now in battery. The piston extension 
keeps charging onward a short distance 
causing the firing pin to protrude through 
the bolt face to strike the primer. The piston 
extension stops all forward travel when its 
shoulder strikes the face of the gas cylinder. 

After the shot has been fired and the pro¬ 
jectile passes the barrel’s gas vent, some of 
the propellant,gasses pass through the vent 
into the gas regulator and cylinder to drive 
the piston and piston extension rearward. 
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Firing FN MAG 58 GPMG from the prone 
position off the bipod. 




As the firing pin is withdrawn, the link 
connecting the piston extension and locking 
lever pivots upward. As the link lifts the 
locking lever away from the locking shoul¬ 
der, the bolt’s front cams exert a backward 
leverage on the locking lever. The bolt’s 
rearward travel is thus retarded and primary 
extraction is initiated. This system, taken 
from the Browning Automatic Rifle (BAR), 
insures particularly smooth and effortless 
functioning. Free of the locking shoulder, 
the locking lever pulls the bolt rearward 
completing extraction of the fired case. The 
empty case is tipped downward and out 
through the bottom ejection slot by the 
bolt’s spring-loaded bump ejector. As the 
recoiling components continue their rear¬ 
ward travel, the recoil spring is compressed. 
Rearward travel ceases when the end of the 
piston extension strikes the buffer. If the 
trigger has been released the piston exten¬ 
sion will be caught by the sear and the bolt 


will remain retracted. If not, the firing cycle 
begins again. 

The FN MAG receiver is constructed 
similar to the Browning machine guns. The 
steel side plates are attached to the bottom 
plate by means of rivets. The front is rein¬ 
forced to accept the barrel nut and gas cylin¬ 
der which are permanently mounted. Guide 
rails which support the bolt assembly and 
piston extension during their reciprocating 
movement are riveted to the side plates. The 
bolt’s guide rails are shaped downward to 
drive the locking lever into engagement 
with the locking shoulder — also riveted to 
the side plates. The right side plate is cut out 
for the retracting handle and the bottom of 
the receiver body is cut away in front of the 
locking shoulder to eject empty cases, a 
spring-loaded dust cover of the MG42 type 
covers the ejection port. A notch milled into 
the receiver floor retains the recoil spring 
and guide rod. The rear of the receiver has 
been reinforced and slotted to accept the 
buttstock. Rivets may start to fatigue at 
about 70,000 rounds on the MAG, although 
the guns usually will remain serviceable for 
more than 90,000 rounds. This can cause 
the side plates to separate. If they break 
away at the front end, the bolt group might 
literally fly out the side during a firing cy¬ 
cle. Most often they will fail at the rear and 
spread the buttstock slots — impeding re¬ 
moval and assembly of this component. 
One of the Nicaraguan MAGs that I worked 
on in El Salvador exhibited this problem. 
The receiver’s interior surface is chrome 
plated to facilitate maintenance. 

The piston, piston extension and bolt 
group have been taken from the BAR with 
the exception of the locking action which 
has been moved from a recess in the top of 
the receiver to a locking shoulder on the 
receiver floor to permit belt feeding. The 
piston is chrome plated and has a cup¬ 
shaped end. While it is more difficult to 
clean this type of piston head, it will operate 
longer without servicing and seems to pro¬ 
vide a sharper initial recoil impulse. There 
are two models of piston assemblies. The 
earlier variant featured a floating piston. 
The current version has a fixed piston. 
While they are interchangeable, the fixed 
piston requires a shorter firing pin. There 
are two types of gas cylinders. Model A will 


accept standard barrels only. Model B, fit¬ 
ted to the British L7A1 and L7A2 GPMGs, 
will take both standard and heavy barrels. 
The piston extension is cut out to permit the 
empty cases to eject downward. At its rear is 
a massive piston post to which is attached 
the locking lever link by means of a remov¬ 
able pin. The firing pin is retained in the 
piston post by a roll pin which is not easily 
removed. The Israelis have improved this 
by use of a split-pin that can be removed 
without a punch. 

The firing pin moves through a cut in the 
locking lever link into its channel in the bolt 
body. It is not spring loaded. The locking 
lever link is connected to the locking lever 
by two nonremovable pins. The front arms 
of the locking lever are pinned to the bolt 
body where they ride and rotate in recesses 
on each side. The recoil spring and guide 
rod are housed within the hollow interior of 
the piston extension. Both multiple strand 
and single strand recoil springs will be en¬ 
countered. Multi-strand springs avoid the 
“surging” (wave movement) associated 
with high cyclic rates by increasing friction. 
These springs last longer and offer better 
performance under adverse conditions. An 
actuator roller which operates the feed sys¬ 
tem is mounted on top of the bolt body. It is 
spring loaded. If the top cover is closed with 
the bolt in the forward position (which some 
dolt is always trying to do) neither the roller 
or feed channel will be damaged. In addi¬ 
tion, the spring-loaded actuator-roller acts 
as a self-timing feeder. If the roller is not in 
the feed channel, as the bolt moves rear¬ 
ward, the second phase of the feed cycle 
will not take place. Thus, rounds can never 
be out of sync with the bolt movement. Try 
this sometime with the M60 and see what 
happens. 

The gas regulator of the MAG 58 infantry 
machine gun is of the exhaust type. Propel¬ 
lent gases go through the gas block on the 
barrel and pass into the gas regulator assem¬ 
bly. The gas plug is drilled with three gas 
escape holes. As the regulator knob is ro¬ 
tated, the gas regulator sleeve slides along 
the gas block varying the exposed area of 
the block’s three escape ports in alignment 
with the three gas holes in the plug. In this 
manner the amount of gas permitted to act 
upon the piston is controlled. When the gas 
regulator knob is rotated clockwise all the 
way home, the three gas-escape holes are 
completely closed and all of the available 
gas strikes the piston cup. The rate of fire is 
at its maximum as is the stress on the gun’s 
operating parts. As the regulator knob is 
backed off (counter-clockwise), the regula¬ 
tor sleeve progressively exposes the three 
gas-escape holes and an increasing amount 
of gas is vented into the atmosphere rather 
than striking the piston. When the gas in¬ 
dicator is turned counter-clockwise to posi¬ 
tion “3 ,” the maximum rate of fire permit¬ 
ted is obtained — 900 to 1,100 rpm. Posi¬ 
tion “2” will yield 750 to 900 rpm. The 
lowest rate of fire occurs at position “1” — 
650 to 750 rpm. 

The infantry MAG’s rates of fire are too 
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FN MAG 58, field stripped. 



FN MAG 58 SPECIFICATIONS 

Caliber:. >■,. , 

. . 7.62x51mm NATO (also has been manufactured in 6.5mm 

Swedish). 

Operation: 

, Gas. 3-position adjustable gas regulator. Piston, piston ex¬ 
tension and locking system based on that of the Browning 
Automatic Rifle. 

Cyclic rate: 

...... Adjustable. *650-1,100 rpm. 

Feed mechanism: 

be ordered for feeding either the DM6 nondisintegrating belts 
or the M13 disintegrating links. 

Weight, with bipod 

and buttstock: 

.2314 pounds 

Overall length:. . 

„ , 49.2 inches, with flash suppressor. 

Barrel:.......«*■ 

.Air cooled, quick-change type. Four Grooves with a right- 

hand twist of one turn in 12 inches. Chrome lined bore and 
chamber. 

Barrel length:. 

21.4 inches 

Sights: 

zero. Protected folding leaf rear with peep aperture for ranges 
from 200 to 800 meters and open U-notch from ranges from 
800 to 1,800 meters — 100 meter increments. Sight radius: 
rear sight folded, 33.4 inches; rear sight raised, 30.9 inches. 

Accessories: 

Tripod, sling, 50 and 100-round assault packs, optical and 
dial sights, night vision equipment, blank firing adapter and 
armorer’s tool kit. 

Manufacturers: 

.. .... Fabrique Nationale, Branche Defense et S6curite, B-4400 
Herstal, Belgium. Made under license by the Royal Small 
Arms Factory, Enfield Lock, England (L7A2); Chartered 
Industries of Singapore, India, Israel, Sweden and others. 


M240 vehicular version manufactured by FN Manufactur¬ 
ing, Inc. (Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 104, Columbia, SC 29202). 

U.S. Distributor: 

.FN MAG 58 infantry version — Gun South, Inc., Dept. 


SOF, P.O. Box 6607, Birmingham, AL 35210. 

Status:.... 

In service with the armed forces of more than 80 countries, 
including: Argentina, Belgium, Canada, Cuba, Ecuador, 
Guatemala, India, Indonesia, Israel, Kuwait, Libya, 
Malaysia, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Peru, 
Qatar, Rhodesia, Sierra Leone, Singapore, South Africa, 
Sweden, Tanzania, Uganda, United Kingdom, U.S,A., 
Venezuela and others. 


high in my opinion. Without a chronometer 
it’s impossible to distinguish between the 
highest and lowest cyclic rates. Four rounds 
is the shortest burst possible, even at the 
lowest rate. The trade-off is a smaller cone 
of fire down range when firing four to six- 
round bursts — desirable when engaging 
point targets, but cetainly not when area 
targets are to be covered. To minimize com¬ 
ponent failure, conserve ammunition and 
maximize hit potential always operate the 
MAG 58 with the regulator knob at position 
“1” unless fouling and adverse conditions 
require more gas to be diverted into the 
system. 

The MAG 58 infantry version can be 
seriously faulted in only one area. Two split 
rings hold the gas plug onto the barrel’s gas 
block. When the gas regulator sleeve is un¬ 
screwed and removed during maintenance, 
one or more of these rings will invariably 
fall into the weeds. I always carry an extra 
set. 

The MAG’s air-cooled, quick-change 
barrel is 21.4 inches long and weighs six 
pounds with flash suppressor, carrying han¬ 
dle and gas regulator. The bore and chamber 
are chrome lined. The flash suppressor re¬ 
sembles those on the M14 rifle and L4 series 
Bren guns. The barrel has two sets of exter¬ 
nal interrupted threads which mate with the 
barrel locking nut threads on the receiver. 
To change the barrel, first retract the bolt 
and push the trigger mechanism’s cross bolt 
to the right to the “safe” position (“S”). 
Depress the barrel locking catch button (lo¬ 
cated on the left side of the receiver) and at 
the same time rotate the carrying handle up 
to the vertical position without pulling out 
on it (old style — Model A with ribbed 
handle and integral barrel nut catch) or pull¬ 
ing up on the separate barrel nut catch of the 
new style carrying handle (Model B with 
smooth plastic handle grip). This will rotate 
the barrel’s threads out of engagement with 
the receiver’s locking nut threads. Move the 
barrel forward and lift it off. Replace in the 
opposite manner. This method is taken from 
the Belgian FN Model D Browning Auto¬ 
matic Rifle, except the direction of rotation 
has been reversed. 

The front sight is a blade type with a 
threaded base. Two blades are available — 
a high blade (11.8mm) and a low blade 
(9.8mm). The blade is screwed into a dove¬ 
tailed block with heavy protective ears. 
Elevation zero is adjusted by screwing the 
blade down to raise the mean point of im¬ 
pact (M.P.I.) or up to lower the M.P.I,, 
after the retaining stirrup has been lifted. 
This can be done only with a special spanner 
wrench issued to armorers. The MAG is 
usually zeroed at 200 meters. Horizontal 
zero is altered by use of the same tool. To 
move the M.P.I. to the left, the sight block 
must be slid to the right in its dovetail. 
Securing screws on each side are alternately 
loosened and tightened. Front sight adjust¬ 
ments are always in the opposite direction of 
the desired change. 

The folding-leaf rear sight provides a 
peep aperture in the down position for 


ranges from 200 to 800 meters in 100 meter 
increments. When raised, an open U-notch 
is used for ranges from 800 to 1,800 meters 
in 100 meter increments. The rear sight leaf 


is hinged to a base with protective ears that 
is integral with the receiver’s upper forging. 

The FN MAG 58 bipod is attached to the 
end of the gas cylinder about 12 inches in 
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back at the barracks after a combat opera¬ 
tion, as considerable carbon fouling 
accumulates in this area. 

The tripod is elaborate, complex, beauti¬ 
fully designed and executed and practically 
worthless. It is what we call a “soft 
mount.” Which is to say, the gun is 
attached to a spring-buffered assembly on 
top of the mount. By this means recoil is 
further diminished and the accuracy poten¬ 
tial at extreme ranges is enhanced. The 
gun’s components are also subjected to less 
mechanical stress. Mounts of this type were 
designed by the Germans in WWII for the 
MG34 and MG42 GPMGs. They are sup¬ 
posed to overcome the lightweight GPMG’s 
disadvantages as a long-range, sustained- 
fire support weapon. While they certainly 
increase the weapon’s hit potential, they do 
not address its inability to provide heavy, 
sustained fire without frequent barrel 
changes. Tripods of this type are expensive 
(the FN MAG 58 or Minimi tripod will set 
you back close to $2,500 — the cost of the 
gun itself) and contain far too many compo¬ 
nents for nigged field operations. 

The trigger housing is an anodized alumi¬ 
num casting. Early versions had an enlarged 
trigger guard for winter firing with gloves. 
Current models have a removable trigger 
guard. The trigger mechanism is exactly 
that of the MG42 and a fine one it is. The 
cross bolt safety operates directly on the 
sear and can be manipulated only when the 
gun is cocked. Pushing the cross bolt all the 
way to the right will expose the letter “S” 
(Safe) and engage the safety catch against 
the heel of the sear. Moving the cross bolt 
all the way to the left will expose the letter 
“F” (Fire) and disengage the safety catch 
from the heel of the sear. There is no provi¬ 
sion for semiautomatic fire. 

Because of its high rate of fire the MG42 
trigger mechanism incorporated a unique 
sear trip which has been wisely retained on 
the FN MAG 58. The sear trip is spring 
loaded and attached to the top of the trigger. 
The front of the sear passes through this sear 
trip and a T-bar at its end restricts the sear 
trip’s forward rotation. When the trigger is 
pulled the sear trip descends, allowing the 
front of the sear to rise while the rear end is 
lowered, releasing the piston extension. As 
long as the trigger is held back and ammuni¬ 
tion remains, the piston extension/bolt 
group will continue to reciprocate back and 
forth. When the trigger is released, its front 
end rises, taking with it the sear trip as well 
as the front end of the sear. As a result, the 
rear end of the sear is lowered even further. 
The sear trip now projects into the piston 
extension’s path of travel. The piston exten¬ 
sion’s heel shoves the sear trip rearward. 
This frees the front end of the sear and 
permits the sear spring to drive the rear end 
of the sear upward to grab the piston exten¬ 
sion with the full face engagement in one 
sudden, sharp movement. 

The sear trip fulfills two important func¬ 
tions. It keeps the sear bent in a low position 

Continued on page 80 


New (left) and old (right) carrying handles 
with different types of barrel nut latch 
releases. 


New (left) and old (right) chrome plated 
feed trays, each with cartridge stops for the 
DM6 nondistintegrating belt. Both will be 
soon replaced by a stainless steel investment 
casting. 


FN MAG 58 trigger mechanism is that of 
the MG42. On the right is the end of the 
sear — at the other end is the sear trip. 


South African 100-round assault pack for 
the FN MAG 58 can actually accommodate 
116 rounds. 


FN MAG 58’s distinctive wooden buttstock 
houses the “hard” buffer with 11 Bellville 
washers required for a high cyclic-rate 
machine gun. 

back of the muzzle. Its aluminum legs, with 
their distinctive splayed appearance, cannot 
be adjusted for height. They can be folded 
back — for carrying or use as a crude fore¬ 
arm — and secured in slots under the receiv¬ 
er by their hooks and a spring-loaded catch. 
When firing in the hip assault position, the 
bipod legs should remain extended and the 
left leg grabbed as a brace by the support 
hand. The bipod can be removed from the 
gas cylinder by inserting a punch through 
the hole in its head and tapping the roll pin in 
the gas cylinder head until it’s flush and the 
bipod can be rotated enough to clear the gas 
cylinder's retaining lugs. I recommend this 
procedure each time the weapon is cleaned 


Confusing array of FN MAG 58 armorers’ 
tools, including blank firing attachment 
(red). 


FN MAG 58 gas system: gas block on 
barrel, gas plug, gas regulator sleeve and 
the infamous split rings. 


FN MAG 58 top cover and feed mechanism 
is a two phase system patterned after that of 
the MG42. 
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SOF AFRICA 


ZAMBEZI VALLEY 


MANHUNT 



Tracker Combat Unit Trails Terrs 

by David Scott-Donelan 


R hodesia was hardly 
a nurturing environ¬ 
ment for an experimental 
military unit. Most soldiers 
were concerned with sim¬ 
ple survival, particularly in 
the earlier days of the 
country’s no-holds-barred 
bush war against com¬ 
munist guerrillas. In those 
times, the government’s 
troop strength was low 
and resources to patrol a 
1,000-mile border and 
150,000 square miles of 
hinterland were severely 
limited. 

But history demons¬ 
trates some of the tough¬ 
est life forms spring from 
harsh environments. In 
Rhodesia, when you 
talked tough, you talked 
about the Army’s Tracker 
Combat Unit. 

From TCU’s small nuc¬ 
leus of original members 
came an impressive roster 
of military leaders includ¬ 
ing Andre Rabie and Allan 
Franklin, founding mem¬ 
bers of another innovative 
and deadly organization, 
the Selous Scouts. Other 
original TCU members in¬ 
cluded Brian Robinson, 
who later commanded 
Rhodesia’s Tracking 
School and Special Air 
Services at the height of 
battlefield commitment of 
that unit. TCU plank- 


owner Joe Conway was 
decorated for tackling four 
terrorists while armed only 
with a bayonet. And 
“T.C.” Woods survived an 
underwater battle with a 
crocodile, even after the 
man-eater chewed off one 
of his balls. The original 
members of the Tracker 
Combat Unit were veter¬ 
ans and genuine hard- 
cases. They had to be. 

TCU soldiers also had 
to be innovative. They 
formed their unit out of not 
much more than a con¬ 
cept and an urgent ne¬ 
cessity. Short on re¬ 
sources but long on initia¬ 
tive, the Rhodesians 
“waged a campaign of ex¬ 
treme professional compe¬ 
tence that will deserve a 
place in the world’s Staff 
College courses for many 
years to come,’’ according 
to John Keegan’s World 
Armies. 

Rhodesia’s problem 
was engaging hostile 
guerrillas in a large area 
with limited manpower. 
And as important a part of 
military field operations as 
it is, patrolling was often 
an ineffectve means of 
contacting the enemy in 
the vast bush of southern 
Africa. Without luck or 
adequate military intelli¬ 
gence there was generally 
no contact, particularly if 
the insurgents had the 
assistance of the local 
population. 
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Fighting terrorists — 
when they could be forced 
to fight — was easy. Find¬ 
ing them is another story 
and the genesis of the 
TCU. In 1965, forseeing 
the fundamental problem 
of covering large areas 
with limited troops in heat 
that often exceeded 110 
degrees, the Rhodesian 
Army adopted a solution 
suggested by ex-game 
ranger turned ecologist, 
Allen Savory. They began 
experimenting with trained 
tracking teams which 
could react to any incident 
or reported presence of 
terrorist groups. That may 
seem simple enough. 
American Indians have 
tracked human and animal 


quarry for centuries and 
the British used Iban 
trackers in the Malayan 
Campaign. But the 
Rhodesians developed the 
basic fieldcraft into a tac¬ 
tical science that later 
accounted for the deaths 
of many terrorists who 
mistakenly thought there 
was no danger in leaving 
a track of communist- 
supplied boots across the 
African veldt. 

Savory’s concept took 
native tracking and turned 
it into a military discipline. 
Fle argued that a soldier 
already skilled in patrols, 
ambushes and tactical 
maneuvering could better 

A TCU trainee discusses 
spoor patterns with an 
instructor. 




almost anyone in the man 
tracking game once 
trained in the necessary 
techniques. From 
Rhodesia’s SAS he 
selected eight men which 
he felt had demonstrated 
special potential to form a 
test group. 

Savory put them 
through a spartan, rigor¬ 
ous training program in 
the Sabie Valley adjacent 
to the Mozambique bor¬ 
der. Eight weeks in the 
field, two weeks back in 
town and another eight 
weeks back in the bush 
was just enough to bring 
his men to what he felt 
was the required stan¬ 
dard. 

It was just in time. The 
insurgency situation pro¬ 
jected by Rhodesian mili¬ 
tary commanders soon 
became a reality. In 1966 
the war began with the in¬ 
filtration of a combined 
Rhodesian and South Afri¬ 
can terrorist gang into the 
Wankie National Park in 
the northwestern corner of 
the country. 

The Rhodesian Army 
made initial mistakes in 
reacting to the threat but 
field soldiers quickly 
learned some vital les¬ 
sons. Government troops 
took several casualties but 
all 40 terrorists were killed 
or captured. The need to 
track and locate similar 
guerrilla bands became 
obvious. 

Military authorities 
approved the TCU as a 
permanent unit. Savory 
began looking outside the 


Original TCU after training 
completion. Unit founder, 
Allen Savory, stands at left 
holding an M2 carbine. 
Others are armed with FN 
FALs. The author stands in 
the back row, fifth from the 
left. 


Army to avoid the charge 
that his priority tended to 
strip units of their best 
men. Since he’d served 
several years in 
Rhodesia’s Game Depart¬ 
ment, he already knew the 
type of man he wanted. 
Over the next few months 
he contacted former col¬ 
leagues and his fledgling 
unit began to take shape. 
He selected 12 bush 
veterans who were excel¬ 
lent marksmen and 
trained soldiers. TCU was 
officially born. 

The early lessons 
learned by the pioneer 
SAS trackers were strictly 
applied to the vast font of 
bush knowledge most 
men brought into TCU 
and a rigorous training 
schedule was designed to 
teach tactical application. 
They began their training 
by tracking in pairs; one 
tracking the other over in¬ 
creasing distances. 

Bushcraft and survival 
skills were perfected and 
much time was spent on 
jungle ranges to improve 
refJexes and instinctive 
shooting. Great care was 
taken to practice silent 
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movement. All com¬ 
munications were by hand 
signals. Silent dog whis¬ 
tles were also employed. 
When blown in a certain 
way they produced a 
sound similar to that of a 
local beetle, recognizable 
to a trained ear but 
meaningless to the uniniti¬ 
ated. 

Once individual tracking 
was learned, the trainees 
were introduced to team 
tracking. This involved a 
four-man team: a control¬ 
ler, a primary tracker and 
two flank trackers. The 
team was deployed on the 
spoor in a Y-formation 
with the two guard track¬ 
ers placed slightly forward 
and to each flank to pro¬ 
tect the main man whose 
concentration would be 
locked onto following the 
spoor. The controller was 
placed in the rear of the 
team to coordinate and 


Firemaking techniques 
using such readily available 
materials as elephant dung 
were practiced extensively 
in TCU course. 

control tactical movement. 
Team members were 
trained in all four positions 
and periodically rotated to 
prevent fatigue. 

Some of the most effec¬ 
tive training was accom¬ 
plished when one team 
would lay a spoor of a 
fairly long distance and 
then prepare an ambush 
for the tracking team. 

They would ambush their 
pursuers with slingshots. 
This method enabled 
trackers to spot likely 
ambush sites and also 
helped develop a good 
eye for the selection and 
concealment of ambush 
positions. A painful welt 

Trackers discuss dropoff 
points with Rhodesian pilot 
of Gazelle helicopter prior 
to takeoff to investigate 
report of terrorist spoor. 
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from a slingshot missile 
was the motivation to 
avoid carelessness. Lon¬ 
ger and longer reaches 
were worked by TCU 
teams until they could 
hold on a spoor for sever¬ 
al days with comparative 
ease. 

After a training segment 
which taught them how to 
cover their own track and 
avoid detection, the 
trainees were ready for 
the final tactical exercise: 
a competition between 
three four-man teams. 
Wearing only shirts, 
shorts, boots and hats 
each team member was 
given rations consisting of 
four tea bags and a four- 
ounce packet of shelled 
rice. They were assigned 
a series of map coordin¬ 
ates to follow over a 
seven-day period. The ex¬ 
ercise was planned so 
that routes would cross 
and the objective was for 
each team to track and 
hunt down the other two 
groups. 

The rules were simple. 

If a team caught another 
team, they were allowed 
to confiscate anything 
from their prisoners. It 
was not unusual to see 
naked trackers slinking 
through the bush in pur¬ 
suit of their confiscated 
uniforms. In the final 
phase of training, live 
ammunition was used to 
accustom trackers to the 
realities of combat. 

Once training was com¬ 
pleted, the TCU members 
returned to their homes or 
other duties until there 
was a need for their spe¬ 
cialized services. General¬ 
ly, it was not a long wait. 

The first real operation 
for Rhodesia’s TCU was 
•in 1967. Zambian-based 
terrorists made a signifi¬ 
cant incursion into north¬ 
ern Mashonaland. Several 
guerrilla base camps 
across the Zambezi Valley 
floor were set up by 110 
terrorists who had infil¬ 
trated Rhodesia unde¬ 
tected. A game ranger — 
David Scammel who later 
became a tracker team 
member — found their 


TERR TRACKER 

This is the first appearance in SOF for Capt. David 
Scott-Donelan. The 43-year-o!d career soldier is pre¬ 
sently assigned to 5 Reconnaissance Regiment, 
South African Defense Force, but his military service 
spans two-and-a-half decades and several coun¬ 
tries. From 1961 until 1980, when the government 
was turned over to Marxist insurgents, he served in 
Rhodesia’s most outstanding military units, including 
the Special Air Service, the Rhodesian Light Infantry, 
the Selous Scouts and the Tracker Combat Unit. 
Among other duties, the British citizen has served as 
an SAS troop commander, intelligence advisor, 
manager of counter-insurgency operations, com¬ 
mandant of the Rhodesian Army Bushcraft and 
Tracking School, and as a training officer and group 
commander for the Selous Scouts. 


spoor while checking dis¬ 
turbed wildlife patterns. 
The newly-formed and 
trained TCU was mus¬ 
tered and given the task 
of locating the guerrillas. 
After some significant 
reconnaissance, an attack 
was mounted on the prim¬ 
ary terrorist base camp 
and many of the gang 
were killed in the ensuing 
action. Some managed to 
escape the Army’s attack, 
but they were not home 
free. 

A second phase of the 
assault was opened in¬ 
cluding a series of pur¬ 
suits by trackers. In this 
operation, TCU member 
Joe Conway tracked four 
guerrillas 60 miles over 
three days across broken 
terrain. The chase ended 
when the thoroughly de¬ 
moralized terrorists raised 
their hands and surren¬ 
dered. The captured com¬ 
mies complained profusely 
at their Rhodesian govern¬ 
ment trial about having 
been tracked down like 
wild animals. Conway and 
the other TCU trackers 
just beamed at that. 

In December 1969, the 
terrorists struck again in 
attacks on Victoria Falls 
Airport and a police base 
while using explosives to 
cut the Rhodesian/Zam¬ 
bian rail line. Within eight 
hours, two TCU teams 


were on the trail and they 
discovered that 22 guerril¬ 
las had been involved in 
the three-pronged strike. 
Before they could run the 
terrs to ground, a heavy 
thunderstorm washed 
away the spoor. Several 
days later, after police 
found suspicious tracks, a 
second TCU team was 
choppered in to investi¬ 
gate. They followed the 
trail for several miles to a 
place where a deliberate 
effort had been made to 
obliterate the tracks. 

The spoor seemed to 
be the same one that had 
been washed out earlier 
and indications were that 
the terrorists had moved 
into a heavily wooded 
ravine. The TCU members 
skirmished forward. Not 
30 yards into the bush, 
one tracker found a Rus¬ 
sian-made pack hastily 
concealed in a hole. A 
thorough search of the 
area revealed 22 sleeping 
spaces and 20 more 
packs containing ammuni¬ 
tion, grenades, food and 
clothing. The signs clearly 
indicated the terrorists had 
fled when they discovered 
skilled trackers were on 
their trail. Despite the lack 
of contact, the TCU had 
managed a victory. The 
guerrillas lost their base 
camp and were forced to 
split into smaller groups 
which made them vulner¬ 
able to Rhodesian patrols. 

More heavy rains pre¬ 
vented the TCU from 
staying on the track but at 
first light the next morning 
an Army patrol discovered 


fresh spoor and called the 
unit into action. The trail 
appeared to be leading to 
an abandoned stone quar¬ 
ry several miles away 
which was a likely location 
of a terrorist rendezvous. 

A TCU team was inserted 
along the anticipated route 
and they quickly spotted 
three terrorists squatting 
under a tree to escape the 
rain. Using their bush 
skills, the TCU members 
crept to within 20 yards, 
and counted coup: three 
shots, three confirmed terr 
KIAs. The entire guerrilla 
unit was ultimately located 
and liquidated. 

The TCU was involved 
in virtually every incident 
of insurgent infiltration 
over the next few years. 
Hundreds of successful 
pursuits were launched 
based on TCU information 
and intelligence. Large 
numbers of terrorists were 
killed with only one TCU 
combat death. 

In one of the world’s 
classic military ironies, the 
TCU’s success ultimately 
led to the unit’s demise. 
The tactics and tech¬ 
niques which the Tracker 
Combat Unit pioneered 
and proved led the 
Rhodesian government to 
decide that similar training 
should be mandated 
throughout the Army. As a 
first step, the TCU was 
ordered into the ranks of 
the Selous Scouts while 
some veterans were 
seconded off to form 
Rhodesia’s widely- 
acclaimed Tracking and 
Bushcraft School on the 
shores of Lake Kariba (the 
famed Wafa Wafa). 

Hundreds of so/dfers, 
both black and white, 
were trained there, includ¬ 
ing several from friendly 
Western countries. Much 
of the Rhodesian Army’s 
success against insur¬ 
gents from the Zimbabwe 
African National Union 
(ZANU) and the Zim¬ 
babwe People’s Revolu¬ 
tionary Army (ZIPRA) can 
be directly attributed to 
the school and Allen Sav¬ 
ory’s foresight and wis¬ 
dom. ^ 
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SOF HISTORY 


O’DUFFY’S 

IRISH LEGION 

Blue Shirts and Shamrocks A 
in Spain’s Civil War C§| 


by Robert Roman 

A Kelly green page was inserted into the 
history of the Spanish Civil War on 17 
February 1937 when the Irish Bandera ad¬ 
vanced to the frontlines and bolstered Fran¬ 
co’s army surrounding Madrid. The first 
action for the quirky Irish Foreign Legion 
was a comedy of errors. 

As they approached the perimeter of 
Franco’s siege formation, they encountered 
another combat unit in thick smoke and 
winter fog. Their jerry-built uniforms were 
new to the Spanish battlefield and the Irish 
leaders did not recognize the battle dress 
worn by the troops they met. Both outfits 
halted in confusion and attempted to decide 
who was who. 

Irish officers conferred with their Spanish 
advisers and decided the other troops were 
probably friendlies. Leaving nervous troop¬ 
ers in march order, the Irish officers and 
Spanish compatriots crossed the open 
ground to within a few paces of the unidenti¬ 
fied force. Saluting formally, the Irish offi¬ 
cers reported, “ Bandera Irlandesa del Ter- 
cipo" (Irish Flag, Foreign Legion). 

The opposing unit commander promptly 
shouted an order and his troopers opened up 
on the Irishmen, killing two of their Spanish 
advisers. The Irish officers ran back to their 
unit through a hail of bullets and directed a 
brief, vicious fire fight. Two Irish volun¬ 
teers were killed in the action and one was 
wounded. But they gave more than they got. 
Twenty of the opposing troopers fell. It was 
still unclear to all concerned about the 
identity of the other unit on this chaotic 
Spanish battleground. 

When the gunfire finally slackened, the 
Irishmen managed to determine that the 
people blazing away at them were National¬ 
ists — militiamen from the Canary Islands. 
Despite the casualties on both sides, the 
Canary Islanders apologized for firing on 
the Irishmen. Their commander stated, 
“We didn’t recognize your uniforms.” 
That was understandable. It was also an 
omen of the bad luck which plagued the 
Irish legionnaires during their brief, check¬ 


ered involvement in Spain’s civil war. 
Given the situation in the Mediterranean 
circa 1936-39 it’s not really surprising. 

The Spanish Civil War which broke out 
in 1936 polarized emotions and political 
convictions throughout the Western world. 
It was a war of ideals and romance fought 
primarily by idealistic volunteers. Suppor¬ 
ters of the insurrection saw a struggle be¬ 
tween democracy and fascism. Franco’s 
Nationalist backers believed they were de¬ 
fending Western civilization and religion 
from godless communism. The issues were 
fairly clear cut and controversial. That led to 
involvement by idealists, mercenaries and 
adventurers who totally obscured the real 
picture. 

Troops and formations of foreign volun¬ 
teers flooded the country. Italian units and 
Germany’s Legion Condor arrived to fight 
for the Nationalists while Russian combat 



O’Duffy had the strut and bluster of a 
bantam rooster. Here he is shown 
addressing Blue Shirts in Dublin. Photo: 
Irish Press 




flight crews and political commisars aided 
the Republic effort to preserve status quo in 
Spain. Their interests were obvious but 
much stranger fellows entered the picture 
and the civil war quickly became a comic 
opera. 

Troops with no apparent interest in Spain 
other than idealism were arrayed on both 
sides. Republic forces included people with 
a plethora of labels: Republicans, Demo¬ 
crats, socialists, communists, anarchists, 
Basque and Catalonian separatists. Foreign 
volunteers served the Republic also in the 
International Brigade. 

The Nationalists mustered the Fascist 
Faiange Party, monarchists, career army 
officers. Franco’s African Army (Tercio 
and Moroccan regulars), the Catholic 
hierarchy, Carlist traditionalists from 
Navarre — and General Eoin O'Duffy’s 
scrappy band of Irishmen. 

As leader of the XV Bandera Irlandesa , 
O' Duffy saw the Spanish Civil War as some 
sort of jihad. A short, slightly-built, red- 
haired man from Ulster, O’Duffy was a 
fanatic Catholic and Irish Nationalist. He 
had the strut and bluster of a bantam rooster 
but backed his philosophies with action. 
Although he was a heavy drinker, no one 
could prove his bluster was booze-inspired. 
His convictions were firm but often contra¬ 
dictory. He desribed himself as “a military 
man, a man of action — not a politician ” 

Originally trained as an engineer, O’Duf¬ 
fy later became an auctioneer. During the 
Anglo-Irish war (1916-21) he joined the 
Republicans, was imprisoned several times 
and by the end of the War commanded the 
Northern Brigade of the Irish Republican 
Army, After the treaty with England was 
signed he organized and headed the Garda 
(Irish National Police) during the bitter, 
bloody civil war of 1922-23. 

The treaty backers — or “Free Staters” 
— were accused by their former IRA com¬ 
rades of having sold out to England by 
allowing Ulster to remain British and grant¬ 
ing other concessions to England. When 
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The Spanish Civil War was a war of ideals 
and romance fought by idealistic volunteers, 
amongst them. General Eoin O’Duffy's Blue 
Shirts shown here in a parade in Dublin, 
1934. Photo: Irish Press 

Eamon DeValera, the first American-bom 
Prime Minister of Ireland, was elected Pres¬ 
ident in 1932 he booted O 'Duffy out of 
Garda leadership. It was the first step on a 
long trail that eventually led him to Spain. 

When he was ousted from the Irish estab¬ 
lishment. O'Duffy began an unsuccessful 
political career as head of the Army Com¬ 
rades Association, which came to be known 
as the “Blue Shirts.” Though he openly 
admired Hitler and Mussolini, O'Duffy de¬ 
nied his followers were true fascists. That 
didn’t wash well among observers. His Blue 
Shirts had all the trappings of fascism, in¬ 
cluding a stiff-arm salute, sinister uniforms 
and regular brawls at political rallies. The 
uniforms, according to O’Duffy, “were 
needed to keep our lads from beating each 
other up by mistake at political rallies.” 

Fights between Blue Shirts and the IRA 
hard-liners were regular features of political 
meetings between 1933-34 when O’Duffy 


was at the peak of his power. At one point, 
the poet W.B. Yeats supported the Blue 
Shirts and wrote marching songs for them. 
Yeats remarked, “Doubtless I shall hate it 
(a Blue Shirt government), but not as much 
as I hate Irish democracy.” 

O’Duffy was delighted with the situation 
but his conservative backers were not so 
happy with the way he was bringing the 
issues to the public in Ireland. Despite in¬ 
tense pressure from his funding sources, 
O’Duffy refused to stick to prepared 
speeches. His ad libs delighted the press but 
did not serve well to communicate the status 
of the Blue Shirts in Irish politics. Refusing 
to give in to his supporters’ desires, O’Duf¬ 
fy resigned from the organization and failed 
in two subsequent attempts to organize his 
own Blue Shirt-type groups. 

At the outbreak of the Spanish Civil War 
he was at loose ends and looking for a piece 
of any available action. He was approached 

General O’Duffy remarked that uniforms 
“were needed to keep our lads from beating 
each other up by mistake at political 
rallies” — rallies such as this one in Dublin 
in 1934. Photo: Irish Press 


by a Franco representative who proposed 
formation of a unit of Irish vounteers to 
support the government. It didn’t take much 
talking to induce O’Duffy to visit Spain, 
where he was royally entertained by Span¬ 
ish noblemen and the Catholic hierarchy. 
After a meeting with Franco he flew back to 
Ireland burning to begin a crusade. 

Despite evidence to the contrary, O’Duf¬ 
fy believed the war in Spain would involve 
simple military operations and remain free 
of the political intrigues which frustrated 
him in Ireland. It was obviously wishful 
thinking on his part. In comparison with the 
situation in Spain, Irish political shenani¬ 
gans were pristine and uncomplicated. 

After returning jto Ireland, O’Duffy lost 
no time in making his feelings known to his 
countrymen. He was typically eloquent. 
“Ireland is behind the people of Spain in 
their fight for the Faith ... the cause of 
Franco is the cause of Christian civilization 
... the patriotic. God-fearing Franco will 
deliver Spain out of the hands of Satan and 
his communist legions.” 

Franco’s fight, O’Duffy said, “is a holy 
war against the anti-Christ monsters who 
advocate the rights of man, free love. Free 
Masonry, and the abolishment of private 
property.” Here was something a man like 
O’Duffy could sink his teeth into. Not only 
was he backing Catholics and Nationalists, 
he had the chance to kill a few communists 
and Englishmen backing the insurrection¬ 
ists. He even had a historic precedent for 
Irish involvement in Spain’s war. The origi¬ 
nal Spanish Tercio which defended the 
country in the 16th Century Lowland Wars 
included 700 Irish volunteers. O’Duffy be¬ 
gan serious recruiting among his cronies. 

It wasn’t difficult. Many Irishmen saw 
Franco as the White Knight of Catholicism 
defending the faith. O’Duffy’s call to arms 
attracted many old Garda and Blue Shirt 
buddies who were bored with inactivity in 
their own country. He also got a number of 
volunteers from among the IRA members 
who had battled his Blue Shirt formations a 
few years earlier. O’Duffy eventually 
claimed to have 6,000 recruits, but his fig¬ 
ures were always questionable. 

He once announced 30,000 Blue Shirts 
would attend a rally. When only 3,500 
appeared, he explained, “each man actually 
represents a much larger group.” 

The Irish government was not thrilled 
with what it perceived as a threat to the 
country’s traditional neutrality. They 
threatened volunteers for O’Duffy’s Irish 
Legion with a £500 fine or two years in jail. 
It was mostly an idle gesture. Irishmen were 
leaving every day for service in Spain. 

None of the government efforts bothered 
O’Duffy. Police aborted an attempt to 
embark a large contingent from Waterford 
but an advance party of 10 filtered into 
Spain via London and were followed by a 
group of 84 others. O’Duffy managed to 
send 500 more by German freighter from 
Galway. The eventual total of 594 Irish 
volunteers in Spain wasn’t up to the typical 
Bandera strength of 700, but Franco wel- 
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NO W AR IS AN ISLAND 

J.-Nie.st Hemingway uicd to can vinec 
hs> worldwide readers that Lhc issue-; in 
the Spanish Civil War of 1^36-1^3^ 
were dear-cut, black uiiJ white. Thu 
truth is that she confused situation in 
Spain mack things a murky Hi hide of 
Mtdtterrflhtan gray 

After dictator Primo tic Rivera Fell 
from power in 1930. King Alphun.sO 
failed lo rally *uppnn of the country'.s 
army estabJishmeni. Power was .seized 
by a senes of unstable coalitions which 
ruled Spam ond .struggled feebly with 
each other while iryinti lo redistribute 
large properties from the traditional arcs 
toe racy. There were continuing attempts 
to prdviide for a government-controlled 
education system and moves to discredit 
the Catholic church. These efforts alien 
ated everyone hut bureaucrats. Rightists 
cmwEmed die reforms as ah attack oil 
ev^yihiilj from private property lo.tkxl 
lhc Pal her, and ihe Leftist* wap ted in 
know why rich people weieiTl beiim 
puhiicly executed simply I'oi being rtclt. 

No one was happy with the situation. 
Hi lime separatists. political extrefnisu 
and military officers turned iJE will to 
terrorism. In the middle of July I73f\ 
the eoLinny ev plotted as nearly every 
army garrison in 5] vain mutinied m the 
rianbe of one cause oe another. general 
Francisco Franco led his Qwp* lo revolt 
in MorhOOo amt Spaniards scrambled to 
find a side they could suitably support in 
the corning violence. 

Arrayed in a variety of uniforms and 
under a confusing plethora of banners 
Were military righliss.s, military leftists, 
separatist groups purporting lo represent 
nearly every region of Spain, middle- 
class liberals, violent moderates, fas¬ 
cists, Republicans , pro- and anU-clerical 
parties, and a Wild profusion of com¬ 
munist and anarch is l spl inter groups. 11 
was bard to Leif the players without a 
program — and no one seemed in have a 
program. 

The Franco movement looked like tin- 
hel to back. Me tended to draw the sup- 
por t n] people who wauled a united na¬ 
tion and a rerm n to law and order. Ml bat 
meant putting up with a repressive cen¬ 
tral government, ho be ii. N -was belter 
[ban anarchy in lhc .slants. Auli-Frauen 
forces wen: badly beaten in the opening 
skirmishes mainly because opposing 
ftciiom could not slop squabbling and 
deal with hife ihreab 

An obscure Spanish faction known an 
Anarclu^SyudicLilisis liHight a bloody, 
week-lone, house-to-house revolt 
a^irt.Ht lhc other Eaicidcuti^hiU^d T.oy- 
Lslisls in May 1937 while other Loyetfoi! 
factious continued to lose to Ihu 
Nfttioualists led by Bunco. Meanwhile H 
worldwide uuviifiDii and sympathy werv 
fOcUKBd on the mnoeeni Spnniarits being 


enthusiastically slaughtered by all ihe 
WariMig element. The Notionalisii*- 
humberi Guernnifl with lhc whole 
Basque loWn Us h large I and Hinged mass 
execuliftmm several cities The [loyalist 
eonlilio n — as ide from M11 i ng e;-jcj i u| her 
— syhiemaliefdly nn.inlei'cd r nd h. 
of fTuiftolie^ »neluding hundreds of 
prints and US huthops- 

Army units loyal lo J-Vanc n clearly had 
the upper 1 1 as id Lind they were staunchly 
aiiii-coriuiiuriisi. That ssiuyliun promp¬ 
ted ihe US-SR ni hegui eonlrihu ling aid to 
kielpkce]' the com muni yl Republicans in 
Hit figlvl. The fll^l payment into l.oyulisl 
coffers w n>. *2 million roMes:. Ii was 
don tiled by the All-Union Central Coun¬ 
cil of Trade Unions within iwo weeks 
iifter Ihe lighting began and marked the 
I irs I sigiitliennl outside ruvol Yemeni m 
the Spanish Civil War 
ll was also the Finn wave in u flood of 
money, men and mute riel, primarily 
from Rtitsin, Genii rmy and Italy . till 
of whom bud signed the August 1936 
non-inimomion pad. In October 1736, 
Soviet supplied aircraft, Links and artil¬ 
lery were transported lo Spain and en¬ 
tered the baUJe beside the Republicans. 
Their war chest was Filled tilmosl exclu¬ 
sively by Soviet contributions but the 
effectiveness of the large.ss was greatly 
weakened as the donors insisted on 



Irish ei Hirer id Itiu "XV HitirdiTii IrluSldcS-H 
ilul {'errin' ‘ (Irish Hu|>. F iNtnui^R Lt^iwni. 


spending huge sums to keep communists 
in important positions of power. 

German und Italian aid Was more 
e fleeti Ve. I be governme n l s of 1 hose two 
allies were primarily interested in field 
testing the weapons of their war machine 
on the eve or World War JE [inti Were not 
overly "Concerned with the ideologic id 
ptlrily of the Na Mona lists 

Of little military use - - but great pub-. 
Jtelly value — were the InlernaltonaJ 
Brigade!;. Idealistic It: IL is I youth Bum 
a round the world Hocked lo -Spain in 
Jig hi use is ui. Recruiting was bap- 
liazasd. Mo.sl of the men were legilinule 
volunteers bur they were not allowed 
modi ideological I altitude after cnli.sl- 
iricrir. TrahlPd cum mu nisi rnilitaiy ietKl- 
urs from OUisiftc Spain were assigno I lo 
11iL.isr liI (he vciiunlsLT li nils. Among the 
leaders oF the Brigades, dime were four 
Future marshals nF ihe Soviet Army, md 
Karol Swjcreaewsh! who was the poM- 
WeilIJ War 11 Minister of Defense for 
Poland. 

Bit act stiertgtli.s fen these unii-v are 
hard to dstuhlish- PubFit: reci^rds oF ihe 
time were based l>m wishful llrinking and 
emotional auachineiil rather ihim hcad- 
couul. The Spani±;h govemmcnl i^ light- 
fisted with access m what l-oyalisl re¬ 
cords remain. There were probably !e,s^ 
than 4(UI00 foreigners involved On rht- 
Re puts I lean side from 1736-173 <J , and 
it'.s unlikely that more ihart l^3>QFi were 
in service ai any given lime- 

I he Mpanisli lawabsl Anny sluOil ai 
alum t 7th J, OEW J tn n>pi> so I he [ n I c rn a i ion - 
ai Biigadcs’s cmmibuiimi was Fairly in- 
onre;equenltul. Nearly Hb(kK) Franch- 
nien, 3,000 Austrians and Germans, 
3.41. IQ kul i lui.s , 3JJOO Amei’tcans | a I m\ bl 
all students, serving in the Abraft^tfl I .in- 
coin Brigade! 2 t ttKl Bniisji and les^r 
numbers of SeandinavSans r Cntiadians, 
Irish and Eastern European* tough i lo 
reinstate the coalition goveinmciH. 

The Nationals l Ibrccs were aided by a. 
couple of (Jtousiuitd Forlugueie, 1-tench, 
Irish and While Ruslans. More or 
ganized and cFfuedvc help came 
from pr<j-Franco governments Ger¬ 
many arid Italy were con.spieunu.s. but 
the Portuuue&eaJ.so sent Somewhere be 
tween I5,0UQ and 2QT1QQ trtHjps. 

A.s aid poured in through leaky block¬ 
ades and in .spile of unenJorecabJc 
treaties the Spanbh Civil W r ar raged. 
Tin.- Spanish hmf already proved they 
cou Id kiir each other. Foreign 
simply meant they could keep doing il 
lodges-. By 29 March 1737 l.oyabsi 
forces had been emascul^ietl and driven 
back into a pocket along die French bor¬ 
der. Hundred* of thousands refugees 
tied into France, the various Republican 
presidents escaped with them it ltd 
ZBFUXIQ Nalri malisL r^ssps mifched mio 
an undefended, starving Madrid. 

Act One of Ws.irld War 11 w'a* over 
— m 67Jrtbrfi L 
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corned them to the war. 

Spain’s Tercio was organized by Colonel 
Millan Astray in 1920 following smashing 
defeats of Spanish regulars by Moroccan 
Rifs. The early unit was composed of two 
Banderas. During Spain’s civil war those 
totals increased to 20 Banderas. Each in¬ 
cluded two rifle companies, one machine 
gun company and units of sappers, supply 
troops and transport formations. Millan 
Astray encouraged fanaticism with battle 
cries of Viva La Muerte (Long Live Death) 
and Abajo con la Intelligence (Down with 
Intelligence). O’Duffy had no problem with 
that. 

There was bitter hatred between the men 
of the Tercio and the soldiers of the Interna¬ 
tional Brigades, who routinely killed each 
other’s prisoners. During the Civil War, the 
Tercio paraded with severed enemy heads 
and ears. There is no evidence to indicate 
soldiers of the Bandera Irlandesa followed 
such customs, although Republicans sug¬ 
gested they were barbarians and called the 
Irish volunteers “the Catholic Moors.” 

Most of O’Duffy’s troops enlisted for six 
months (December 1936 through May 
1937). It seemed sufficient time since Fran¬ 
co’s African Army had driven from the 
southwest toward Madrid, occupying a full 
quarter of the country while Gen. Mola’s 
Nationalists swept down on Madrid from 
Navarre. Both armies reached Madrid by 
October 1936, but were stalled at the out¬ 
skirts of the city by stubborn resistance from 
the capital’s militia defenders. It was a 
stand-off for both formations and the troop¬ 
ers promptly dug in to hold their ground. 

Once in Spain, the XVBandera Irlandesa 
trained at Ceceres, where O’Duffy bragged 
that his troops were greatly admired by the 
Spanish establishment. Awards and honors 
were exchanged between the Irish and 
Spanish and special masses were said to 
insure the Bandera's success. English- 
speaking Spanish officers and NCOs were 
attached to the unit. Most of these were 
cadets from the national military academy 
who O’Duffy described as “sons of grandee 
with titles.” 

Apparently contradicting his avowed 
sympathies for the Spanish establishment. 


The Blue Shirts had all the trappings of 
fascism, including a stiff-arm salute and 
sinister uniforms though O’Duffy denied his 
followers were true fascists. Photo: Cork 
Examiner 

he also complained that “grandees and 
landlords have prepared the soil for the 
communists.” Almost in the same breath 
O’Duffy praised “the noble and cultured 
Spanish people,” while grumping that 
“their food is swimming in olive oil, the 
siesta is a great waste of time and one can’t 
get a decent cup of tea. ’ ’ 

O’Duffy was apparently suffering some 
disenchantment. He told a reporter, “Our 
lads are unhappy if there isn’t water to bathe 
and shave, but the Spaniards don’t mind 
going a fortnight without cleaning up.” 
None of these things stopped the fiery Irish¬ 
man from honing his troops for combat. 

Half the Irish Bandera had previous milit¬ 
ary experience gained during the Anglo- 
Irish War and many had served in the British 
Army. The most experienced legionnaire 
was Jerry McCarthy, who had served with 
the IRA, Irish National Army, British Navy 
and U.S. Navy. The other half were totally 
untrained. Food, equipment and medical 
supplies were of poor quality and in short 
supply, but O’Duffy did manage to design a 
distinctive uniform for his unit. 

He scrounged enough materials to outfit 
his people with a green shirt featuring Irish 
harp insignia on the collar. When the troop¬ 
ers wore out their original issue, they 
changed to a regular Spanish Tercio tunic 
but kept the gold harps on the lapels. There 
was also a unit flag which originally fea¬ 
tured a red cross on a green field with the 
motto, “In Hoc Signo Vinces” (In This 
Sign Conquer). It was later changed to a 
green banner showing an Irish Wolfhound 
on a green field. 

Six weeks of training (1 January-17 
February 1937) may have been an adequate 
refresher course for the veterans, but it was 
only a short, basic combat introduction for 
the inexperienced Irish Legionnaires. After 
the accidental battle with the Canary Island¬ 
ers, the Bandera was moved to protect an 
eight mile stretch of terrain along the Jarama 
River front in the perimeter around Madrid. 


The Irishmen crouched in trenches for days, 
pounded by Republican shells and sniper 
fire. O’Duffy was well aware of the oppos¬ 
ing forces facing him. He wrote, “We could 
hear English Cockney voices from the 
opposing trenches of the International Bri¬ 
gade.” 

In March the Irish went over the top in 
force to cross an open plain in front of the 
enemy trenches at Titulcia. O’Duffy was 
moved to later describe the scene in emo¬ 
tional terms. “All 700 of our lads dis¬ 
appeared in a cloud of explosions and 
smoke. At least 400 shells were dropped on 
them and I was sure 300 must have been 
killed, but when they returned (without hav¬ 
ing reached their objective) there were no 
dead and only a few wounded.” Actually, 
one man was killed and another died of 
wounds soon afterward. 

It was a fiasco, but the Irishmen were 
clearly courageous and highly-motivated. 
Despite the lack of definitive results, 
Nationlists and German professionals gave 
the Irishmen high marks for individual brav¬ 
ery. Between March and June of 1937, 150 
men were listed as sick from poor food, 
inadequate sanitation and low medical sup¬ 
plies. Of those stricken, four died, equalling 
the number of Irish volunteers killed in 
combat. 

In June, at the end of their enlistments, 654 
Irishmen elected to return home and only nine 
decided to stay in Spain. O’Duffy was not 
upset. “They all would have stayed,” he re¬ 
marked, “if I’d asked them to.” 

Franco loaded the departing Irishmen 
with praise but could never manage to sup¬ 
ply return transportation. Most of the weary 
troopers traveled as far as Portugal, where 
they booked passage to Ireland with money 
sent from home. 

O’Duffy became a tragic figure in Spain. 
His hopes for glory faded with the departing 
legionnaires. He returned home shortly af¬ 
ter his troops arrived and became a sort of 
Irish Don Quixote unwillingly forced into 
an early retirement. He last made news in 
1939 when he was contacted by a Nazi agent 
seeking an IRA introduction. O’Duffy did 
not cooperate with the German but he did 
not turn him in to the authorities either. 

When World War II began, O’Duffy 
offered his services to the government “in 
any capacity ,” but was politely refused by 
his old antagonist, DeValera. When he died 
in 1944 at the age of 52, he was granted a 
state funeral. 

O’Duffy’s personality was as contradic¬ 
tory as his public statements. He was a 
soldier who got confused by politics. When 
he entered the political fray, he was out of 
his depth — both in Ireland and in Spain. 
His direct action approach, disdain for com¬ 
promise, dogmatic and contradictory state¬ 
ments, and exaggerated claims supported 
by manufactured statistics, posed him as an 
enraged bull, repeatedly confounded by 
skillful political matadors such as DeValera 
and Franco. Despite all that, his personal 
sincerity and affection for his troops repeat¬ 
edly rallied brave men to his causes. ^ 
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WORLD S FINEST MILITARY EQUIPMENT 


1375 N. WILSON ROAD RADCLIFF, KENTUCKY 40160 



JUNGLE HAMMOCK-GENUINE ISSUE 
If you want the real Vietnam Jungle Hammock 
then you have found It. We discovered and 
purchased this group of unissued and authentic 
hammocks. They are strong and ready for service 
even after 13 years. Supplies are limited and this 
Is the last batch of these rare hammocks. 
SF13-1037...$99.95 



MILITARY 
MAP TEMPLATE 
Provides U.S. and NATO 
military symbols along 
with a protractor for 
reading of Intersections 
and resections on military 
maps. Convenient 

1:50,000 grid aids In 
reading and estimating six 
and eight digit coor¬ 
dinates. Includes handy 
scales for inches and 
millimeters. Flexible 
plastic for maximum 
durability. Fits easily in the Army BDU and 
USMC utility shirt pockets. 

SF05-1331.$9.97 



GERMAN STYLE MAP CASE 
Developed by U.S. Troops while on field duty in 
Germany. Clear, pliable acetate with a full length 
zipper. 24x34’''. Olive drab binding. 

SF07-1142.$12.95 



MRE’S (MEAL, READY TO EAT) 

Taste the newest official military rations; MRE! 
Flavorful meal pack includes a meat entree, 
cracker pack, cheese spread, mixed fruit, 
beverage powder, spoon, coffee, cream substitute, 
sugar, candy, salt, 
matches and toilet tissue. 
Contents vary slightly with 
different entrees. Each 
meal Is packaged in a 
sealed plastic envelope. 
Case of 12 meals. 

$69.95 






EXPLORER SURVIVAL KNIFE 
For men who must live off the land and cope with 
any situation. 5‘/a” black blade of440C Stainless 
steel. Blade is complete with saw, barbed wire 
cutter, clinometer and distress code. Knuckle 
guard on the handle. Endcap, which can be used 
as a hammer, also encloses a compass and hollow 
handle filled with survival necessities, including 
the morse code. Scabbard has hidden sharpening 
stone and screwdriver. Virtually indestructible. 
SF07-2059 ..$149.95 


DRILL INSTRUCTOR 
BULLDOG 

You can’t defeat his steely- 
eyed stare. Obviously he 
means business and you 
must obey every command he 
would “bark” out, if only he 
could. Soft plush with 
U.S.M.C. red shirt. Brown 
felt hat with chin strap. 18”. 
SF07-2791.$29.95 
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WORLD'S flNCSf MILITARY EQUIPMENT 


1375 NORTH WILSON ROAD 
RADCLIFF, KY 40160 
PHONE (502)351-1164 
QTY. NUMBER DESCRIPTION/SIZE/COLOR 


G. GORDEN LIDDY POSTER 
A coy smile greets you as you unroll this beautiful 
full color poster of one of today’s most contro¬ 
versial figures. Mr. Liddy is dressed in a business 
suit and appears to be ready to give the viewer 
the business end of an UZI. Autograph printed 
across lower portion of poster. 17 x22”. 
SF07-2235...$7.50 
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GENUINE ISSUE MILITARY COT 
This is the sophisticated new military' 
cot. The bed is made of fully taped and 
reinforced olive drab nylon. The frame 
Is extruded aluminum with smooth 
nylon end-caps. Don’t confuse this cot 
with surplus cots of the past made of 
wood that rots or canvas that rots; 
NSN 7105-00-935-0422. 78x30x17” 
Folds to 37x9x4”. Genuine 
SF05-0989. 


NIGHT WATCH 

Intruder detection system designed to alert you 
when someone has entered your area, campsight, 
home or farm. Once a tripwire perimeter has been 
established, you can relax. Comes complete with 
system black box, 8,000 feet of ultra-thin wire and 
earphone (used if you don’t want the audible 
alarm). Two circuits 3x4xl 1 /?”. 7 ounces. 
SF05-1339.$79.95 
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BULLETIN BOARD 

Continued from page 14 

Fund (P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 
80306): Dorit Deneen Dowler, 
Raquel Lauritzen, Thomas E. 

Kettner, Paul A. Wax, John T. 

Moore, R. Burnside, John Mulligan, 
John T. Sali, John T. Howell, Alpha 
V. Group, Elizabeth Klein. Mark A. 
Dreifke, Kyle C. Caffey, George E. 
Hodge, Rich Thibault, Wayne Isleib, 
Douglas H. Sager, Kent E. Jeffers, 
Jack Westphal, Chris Jones, Dwight 
Wroker, Matthew Moffat, Richard D. 
Felix, Steven A. Fain, Mr. & Mrs. 
G.R. Schmidt, Larry R. Onstott, 
Charles P. Tichacek, Douglas C. 
Burket, Robert G. Wheaton, 

Timothy Reitz, J.W. Nicholas, Robert 
Marut, Gilbert T. Stair, Larry K. 
Lewis, John Pilat, Clysle J. Steven 
and Stella R. Stevens in memory of 
their son, John, David Donnelly, 
James Bogart, Robert L. Eggerman, 
James J. Savage, William B. Lott, 
Kirk B. Low, Thomas Welch, Joe 
Magnum, SP5 Danton G. Martens, 
Kyle C. Caffey, Charles Brown, 

Gary E. Drake, Mark A. Matthies, 
Frode Lyngbo, Timothy Plemmons, 
Gary Olivieri, B. Rollinson, Robert F. 
Carlini, Joel Farrelly, Dan Paul, 
Robert Nabes, Steven A. Vere, 

James Crawford, Elizabeth A. 
Hoagland, Charles Adams, Dominick 
G. Kass, Walter J. Briggs and John 
M. Strombeck. 

SOF staff extends special thanks 
to Mr. and Mrs. C.J. Stevens, the 
parents of John W. Stevens, and to 
John’s estate for exceptional 
generosity in its continuing support 
of the Afghan Freedom Fighters 
Fund. 


D .o.d. 

DROPS FONDA... 

SOFer R.G. Wheaton figured that 
20 years in the Navy entitled him to 
shop at his AAFES exchange 
without seeing Jane Fonda Workout 
tapes. His protest to Secretary of 
Defense Caspar Weinberger drew a 
response from Deputy Assistant 
Secretary Edgar A. Chavarrie. 
LtGen. Chavarrie (USAF) explained 
that, as of July 1984, Jane Fonda’s 
Workout records are being dropped 
from the Armed Forces Exchange 
catalog, ‘‘because of a slackening of 
mail order purchases.” No mention 
was made of stock in BX and PX 
outlets and Wheaton’s objection was 
not addressed. ^ 




WELL ARMED 


WITH THE URBAN SKINNER 


WORLD WAR III IS OVER. 

NOW AMERICA’S FUTURE IS IN THEIR HANDS. 


THE URBAN SKINNER $49,95 


The only serious push dagger commercially available in America. The Urban 
Skinner is deadly effective and simple to use even if you’ve never picked up a 
knife before. Use standard boxing blows for phenomenal penetration or 
mount a slashing attack with the razor sharp, hollow ground blade. 

The Skinner’s shock absorbing handle mates to a top quality leather sheath 
for inconspicuous appearance. Handy boot/belt clip for easy carrying. 

• APPROX. 3 OZ. • LIFETIME GUARANTEE TO ORIGINAL OWNER. 

• STAINLESS STEEL RC 56/58 * CHECK LOCAL ORDINANCES BEFORE CARRYING CONCEALED 

MAIL THIS NO RISK COUPON TODAY 


NAME . 

(PLEASE PAINT) 


Please send the following 


ADDRESS 

CITY 


STATE 


ZIP 


COLO HEEL INC. 

2128 UNIT 0. KNOLL DR.. VENTURA. CA 93003 
DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED (805) 656-5191 


(ADD SI .50 POSTAGE/HANDLING) calif residents include sales tax 

□ MONEY ORDER □ CHECK ENCLOSED $_ 

CHARGE TO MY: □ VISA □ MASTER CARD 


(UST ALL NUMBERS QN YOUR CREDIT CARO) (EXPIRATION DATE) 

OR PHONE IN YOUR CREDIT CARD ORDER 
TOLL FREE: (800) 255 4716 
.. MONEY BACK (LESS POSTAGE) IF NOT SATISFIED ^ 


The war for survival has begun. And America’s secret 
weapon is a five-man combat team trained to hair-trigger 
tautness. Armed with lethal weaponry, awesome fight¬ 
ing skills—and a fierce devotion to freedom—their 
mission is America’s last hope. 

A tall order, even for a bunch of hardcore heroes. 


$2.75 
A Jove paperback 


...it never runs out of ammo 

and never 
jams! 


Watch for a 
new Guardians 
adventure soon 
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The 1984 
Soldier of Fortune 
Convention Poster 

Personally 
Autographed 
to you by 
Crissa 'Bo' 

ONLY 

$6.50 postpaid 
OR 

For Only 
$9.50 postpaid 
Get both The 1985 
and 1984 
Soldier of Fortune 
Convention Poster 

Order yours 
today from: 

THE 

SURVIVAL 

STORE 

3250 Pollux 
Las Vegas, NV 
89102 



Printed in Full Color on Heavy 17V2 x 24’/2 Stock 


THE SURVIVAL STORE 

LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 

SOLDIER OFFORTUNE CONVENTION 1984 


MAG 

Continued from page 69 

except at the final moment of engagement 
with the piston extension, which reduces 
wear and chipping of the two mating sur¬ 
faces. It also prevents the trigger mechan¬ 
ism from being placed on “safe” when the 
piston extension/bolt group is forward, as 
the sear could be damaged if the operator 
attempted to retract the bolt with the cross 
bolt on the safe position. 

The trigger pull weight on this gun is 
primarily a function of the heavy recoil 
spring which is under considerable com¬ 
pressive force when the piston extension is 
retracted. My MAG 58 breaks at a very 
crisp and consistent 10 pounds. 

The MAG’s great reliability is in large 
measure due to a component never seen. 
Hidden within the distinctively shaped 
wooden buttstock with its seven vertical 
grooves on each side is a most successful 
buffer system. Because of its high cyclic 
rate, the MAG must use a “hard” buffer, as 
did the MG42. Thus little energy is lost, 
counter-recoiling forces remain strong, 
functional reliability under adverse condi¬ 
tions is high and the operator gets jolted a 
little harder. Machine guns with lower cyc¬ 
lic rates, like the Bren and M60 can use 
“soft” buffers which absorb more recoil 
energy and reduce felt recoil, but drain the 
available power reserve. The Bren design 
along with its adjustable gas regulator needs 
no additional power reserve, the M60 unfor- 


Gnrh)onib 2 360 

• guaranteed unbreakable 

• 65% lighter than glass 

• ultra high clarity 

• 100% UV protection 





BALLISTIC EYEWEAR 


(irbonibz 360 

• proven performance 

• chemical resistant 

• abrasion resistant 

• distortion free 



MI-COMP GOGGLE 

Lightweight—fits under 
all helmets. Frame color: 
black, white, sandstone 

Ideal for full eye protec¬ 
tion from dirt, dust, snow 
and fragmentation. 
Carbonite® 360 lenses 

$24.95—clear, gray, 
amber, vermillion 
$32.95—cadmium-oxide, 
cadmium-oxide gradient 



MI-SIERRA 

Lightweight tuff-nylon frame, 
adjustable cable and straight 
temple for secure fit. Frame 
color: black, demi-brown, red, 
blue, bordeaux 
Carbonite® 360 lenses 

$29.95—clear, gray, amber, 
vermillion 

$39.95—cadmium-oxide, 
cadmium-oxide gradient 



MI-ADVENTURER 

Lightweight tuff-nylon, large 
frame style, straight temple 
only. Frame color: black, demi- 
brown 

Carbonite® 360 lenses 
$29.95—clear, gray, amber 
$39.95"Cadmium-oxide, 
cadmium-oxide gradient 


Colors: clear, gray, amber, vermillion, and special high contrast cadmium-oxide tint for snow and sand covered terrain 


Jones Optical Company • P.O. Box 3096 • Boulder, CO 80307 
303-447-8727 • 1-800-321-8300 

Name _--- 

Street ------ 

City ____State- Zip 


‘Military sales worldwide 

Exp.Date___ Telex No. JONES OPT BDR 45-0680 


Country -- 

□ Mastercard □ Visa No. 


QTY 

MODEL 

FRAME 

COLOR 

LENS 

UNIT 

PRICE 

TOTAL 
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tiinately does. 

When the piston extension reaches the 
end of its rearward movement, it slams 
against the buffer’s face, or “bush,” forc¬ 
ing it to recoil slightly. The bush transfers 
its movement to a braking cone which pene¬ 
trates the braking ring, causing it to open. 
As it expands, the braking ring contacts the 
interior wall of the buffer cylinder, exerting 
a braking action through friction. It also 
moves back, flattening a series of 11 Belle¬ 
ville (saucer-shaped) washers. When this 
strain energy is released as the washers re¬ 
turn to their original shape, the energy surge 
throws the recoiling parts forward with 
almost the velocity they possessed on con¬ 
tact with the buffer. 

The FN MAG 58 can be had in versions 
that accept either the German DM6 non¬ 
disintegrating belt or the U.S. Ml3 disin¬ 
tegrating links. The position of the feed 
tray’s cartridge stop differs and the pawl 
angles in the top cover are different. MAG’s 
set up for the DM6 belts can be field altered 
to accept the Ml3 link (See “Gunning for 
Gs,” SOF, December ’84), but the reliabil¬ 
ity will be reduced slightly. 

The feed mechanism operates in two dis¬ 
tinct phases. When the bolt begins its for¬ 
ward travel, the actuator roller moves in the 
straight part of the top cover’s feed channel 
rail and the feed pawls remain stationary. 
During this movement, the bolt’s feed horns 
chamber the first round. During the second 
half of the forward movement the actuator 
roller reaches the bend in the feed channel, 
forcing it to pivot to the right on its axis. 
This movement actuates the feed link, 
pushing the upper feed slide to the right, 
taking the front and rear feed pawls with it. 
At the same time, the lower feed slide 
moves the next cartridge to the right until 
it’s in contact with the sloping face of the 
cartridge guide pawl. With its springs com¬ 
pressed, the inner feed pawl rides to the left 
over this cartridge. All three pawls are en¬ 
gaged behind the cartridge when the bolt 
ends its forward movement. 

In the second phase, the actuator roller’s 
rearward movement pivots the feed channel 
rail on its axis to the left. The upper feed 
slide, with the front and rear pawls, now 
moves to the left. The lower feed slide, with 
the inner pawl, moves to the right. The inner 
feed pawl pushes the cartridge on top of the 
bolt, as the cartridge guide pawl rises into 
position behind the inner pawl. The front 
and rear pawls are now riding over the third 
cartridge moving into position to recom¬ 
mence their cycle. The pawls do not move 
as the actuator roller travels rearward down 
the straight portion of the feed channel. As 
the bolt clears the feed tray the second car¬ 
tridge takes its final position in preparation 
for the cycle’s repetition. Thus each set of 
pawls acts, in turn, as feed and stop pawls as 
the cartridge slides half way across with 
each forward and rearward motion of the 
bolt. This method, adopted from the MG42, 
produces a smooth belt flow instead of a 
series of herky-jerky movements. A similar 
system is employed on the M60. The feed 




★ RARE COLLECTORS FIND* 

Tink's Rhodesian Military Camo Track Suits 

brand new & unissued 

World's last supply. Issued to Police and Reserve Units for 
training, sport and Special Ops. 50% cotton/50% poly, 2-piece 
jacket with zipper, tight running pants with pocket, and leg 
straps per military specs. Only large and medium left. Tink has 
the lot, and is selling them first come, first serve for $69.95 
medium size. Less than 500 sets remain. Excellent for working 
out, hunting, lounging around, training or combat. Large 
pattern rated World Best Camo by the Pros. Illegal to wear in 
Africa. Send check. Money Order or Credit Card information 
including expiration date. Shipped postpaid for $69.95 for size 
medium; $99.95 for large and extra-large. 


Safariland Hunting Corp. 

P.O. Box NN, Dept. S.O.F. 85, McLean, VA 22101 
No C.O.D.s. Payments in US funds only. 

Drawn on US banks only. 

Shipped UPS — give UPS address. 

Tel. 703 356-1997 or 703 356-0620 
Catalog Si .00. 



gemini ‘NIGHTSTALKER’ 

Black Combat Fatigues 

COAT - Four pocket, Vietnam style military specs, but 
with durable poly-cotton fabric. XS thru XL. reg. 

lengths only. .. .$28.50 s 55 oo S0t 

TROUSERS - Six pocket, Vietnam style, Gl specs., full bellow cargo 
pockets, pull tab at waist, and drawstring for blousing, XS-XL, reg. or 
long.. ..$28.50 


NIGHTSTALKER Accessories 

SWAT Cap - Solid Black cotton sailcloth, adj. tab, 

one size fits all... ...$5.00 

Shotgun Pouch - Black Nylon, Gl specs., 
holds 12 -12 gauge shells, belt loops on 

back, (also in Olive or Camo).. $6.95 

Gear Bags: 

Quality black nylon travel bags, durable and attrac¬ 
tive, heavy brass zippers, large inner compartment 
and smaller exterior pocket, padded shoulder strap 

Small (approx. 15Y2x6V4x12). $35.00 

Medium (approx. 22V2Xl0x2) ........ ... $45.00 

Large (27x10x15)....... $55.00 

Pro Shooters Bag (17x7V2x10), extra nice, has 
removeable insert for pistols and accessories, by 

Eagle Industries.. .... ■ $59.95 

Ranger Canteen ■ 1 qt>, black plastic, w/plastic belt 
hook attached $2.95 

Shovel Cover - Comp plastic cover/carrier for tri¬ 
fold intrenching tool/shovel(tan or olive, too) $4.50 
Shovel - Gl style, tri-fotd. S A. contract $12.00 

TOOL BAGS: 

Durable black nylon bags with nylon web handles, 
zip closure, (also avail, in camo) 

Tanker (approx. 15x9x9) 

$21.50 

Mechanic <12x6x5Vt?) has 
exterior pockets $16.50 
Jeep (11x5x5). $9.00 




NIGHTSTALKER 
Assault Load 

Complete Load - Includes 
suspenders, belt, 1st aid 
pouch, .45 Mag. pouch, rifle 
mag pouch, hip holster, and 
canteen with cover,... $58.50 
(add $4.00 to substitute Gl 
style M16 pouch for rifle mag 
pouch) 

Suspenders - Black nylon, LC-1 style ... $11.50 

Equipment Belt - Black nylon. LC-1 type . $9.50 

Compass/lst Aid Pouch - Black nylon, LC-1 style 

. $3.00 



Hip Holster - Black padded nylon, belt keepers, 
snap closure, tie-down string, fits .45 auto & similar 

size weapons ... . . $15.00 

Magazine Pouch Black nylon web, holds two .45 

mags, velcro closure.... $9.50 

Rifle Magazine Pouch - Black nylon, w/snap closure, 

specify: M16-30, M16-40, or .308. $7.50 

Canteen w/cover - Black plastic 1 qt. canteen 
w/black nylon LC-1 style padded cover/carrier $8.25 
Note: above Belt and Canteen also avail, in olive; 
other items available in olive or camo. 


Shotshell Cartridge Belt - Similar to Equipment 
Belt, but has elastic loops for shot shells, holds 
approx. 25.. $15.00 


Shipping Information: All orders MUST include $3.00 handling fee. Outside continental U.S. add 
estimated shipping cost. Add $2.50 for C.O.D. Free catalog with $25.00 & over purchase. Prices and 
availability of merchandise subject to change without notice. Send check or money order to: 


GEMINI INDUSTRIES 

P.O. Box 20064 F, Oklahoma City, OK 73156 
(405) 842*6795 • Send $5.00 for complete catalog 



OUR #1 

BEST 

SELLER 


5" - MODEL #0149 

Also Available in 3" and 4" models 
3" - 4.95 4" - 6.95 

STAINLESS STEEL BLADE 
BUFFALO HORN HANDLE INSET 
SOLID BRASS LINERS & BOLSTERS 
SUPERIOR CRAFTSMANSHIP 

SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER, INCLUDE $2.00 PER KNIFE SHIPPING, TO; 
AMP0RT CORP., DEPT. SOF, 7048 W. CENTRAL AVE., TOLEDO 0Hf0 (USA) 43617 


Black 

Stallion 
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NOW AVAILABLE 

Currently being used by 
hundreds of law 
enforcement agencies 


NOVA XR 5000 

STUN GUN 

SAFE • LEGAL • EFFECTIVE 

subdue violent suspects 
instantly without injury 
to officer or offender 


Now you can put down and 
immobilize your subject before 
applying handcuffs. The Stun 
Gun works through heavy 
clothing including leather 
jackets. It's small 6V4X2V4X ‘\", 
light weight 5 ounces and 
powerful enough to stun and 
immobilize without risk of 
being lethal or causing any 
permanent injury - it does not 
affect pacemakers. It is not a cattle prod or electrified flashlight, does not 
control by pain but immediately overrides the nervous system, removes 
voluntary muscle control from the attackers and quickly puts them on the 
ground . ... . weak and dazed up to 15 minutes. Works on all subjects 
including those intoxicated, on drugs or alcohol. 

The Stun Gun is engineered under the guidelines set by the United States 
consumer Product Safety Commission. (Note to Law Enforcement) All 
related safety data, including copies of government reports can be sent to 
you upon request on your departmental letterhead. 

Uses only one small rechargeable 9 volt battery. 


ENFORCERS OUTFITTING, INC. 

P.O. Box No. 1, Villa Park, IL 60181 

Please send NOVA XR 5000 Stun Gun at 69.95 each. 

□ Black leather basket weave holder $ 19.95 
□Black Nylon (on or off duty) holder $ 1 2.95 


Phone Orders 
312/941-0615 Ext. 714 


□ Black Plain leather holder $18.95 
□N. Cad Battery with charger $1 5.95 


Illinois residents add 
6%/SALES TAX 
Shipping/handling 
charge 2.50 

SORRY NO COD’s 


Name.____ 

Address_ 

CHy,State,Zip_ 

NIC (no.)_i_Expiration Date 

VISA (No.)_Expiration Date 


channel rail, feed link, both feed slides and 
the feed tray are chrome plated. The top 
cover body is an anodized aluminum cast¬ 
ing. 

Two types of assault packs can be used on 
the FN MAG 58. The Belgians and British 
produce a sheet metal box that clips onto the 
left side of the receiver and holds 50 rounds. 
The South Africans issue a metal and rub¬ 
berized-fabric soft-pack that snaps in place 
and holds 100-plus rounds. This latter is the 
best I have ever used. Metal and plastic 
assault packs jam you in the guts, M60 
cotton bandoliers rot in the bush after a few 
days and 25-round teaser belts are a pathetic 
field expediency. 

In July 1961, the British Army, after ex¬ 
tensive trials dating from 1957, adopted a 
modified FN MAG known initially as the 
L7A1. A heavy barrel with stellite lining 
was to be used for the sustained fire role. 
The stellite liner — a non-ferrous alloy of 
cobalt, chromium, tungsten and molybde¬ 
num — will maintain its strength at high 
temperatures. They were an interference fit 
and FN was unable to manufacture them to 
the close tolerances required. The project 
was abandoned with success at hand and a 
conversion kit consisting of a tripod, dial 
sight and two spare light barrels was issued 
for the sustained fire role. The current 
L7A2, as manufactured by Royal Small 
Arms Factory (RSAF) at Enfield Lock, dif¬ 
fers in several minor, but significant ways 



Only This Genuine Gurkha KUKRI Knife- 

T ™ • ... — Comes With The Documents 

That Prove Its Authentic 




YES, Please RUSH me: 

_Genuine KUKRI 

Knives x $19.95 =_ 

Shipping & Ins. ($2.50)_ 


($5,00 for Alaska, Hawaii & Canada) 


TOTAL 


Name _ 
Address 

City _ 

Zip- 


for only $19.95 


Now you can get 
all the heavy duty, 
chopping power the 
famous Gurkha merce¬ 
naries have relied on all 
over the world from Gallipoli 
to the Faulkland Islands. Put 
it on display or depend on it for 
hand use! Great for survival prepared¬ 
ness, for hunting and camping, and 
popular with military knife collectors. The fearsome 
long blade is hand forged so it will take a keen edge. 

Full tang for extra strength with traditional, native hardwood 
handles. Overall—17” Weight—1 lb., 6 oz. Brand new! Direct 
from the current Government Contractor in India complete with 
issue leather sheath, 2 accessory knives, ordnance drawing and 
spec sheet and a copy of the actual Government Contract. 

Order No. l-FS-120.All 


(By check or Money Order) 


VISA, MasterCard, 

Am. Exp., Diners Club 
or CO D. Welcome 

Call 

TOLL-FREE 

1-800-241-3595 

Ga. Residents Call (404) 622-3700 
Order No. l-FS-120 


State 


□ Send me your FREE catalog of hard-to-get, 
hardworking knives & knifemaking supplies. 


AtlAhtA 

CUTLERY 


Box 839 FS 
Conyers, Ga. 30207 


BEWARE 
OF FAKE 

Most other KUKRI 
knives being sold 
that we know of 
are decorative 
phonies. You can be 
sure that our 
KUKRIS are 
genuine military 
issue with the 
documents to back 
them up. Atlanta 
Cutlery is the 
ONLY importer of 
genuine military 
issue KUKRIS. 


Here's What You Get 
With Each Genuine KUKRI 


© 2 KUKRI 


© Standard Leather Sheath 
With Wood Lining, 

Leather Frog 


© KUKRI From Current © Detailed, 8-page 
Government Contractor Government Contract 

Used for centuries, this sacred 
is still carried 
the famous Gurkha 
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from the FN produced weapon. The gas 
regulator has 10 positions (the minimum* 
rate of fire is obtained at adjustment notch 
“8”), the bipod legs are adjustable for 
height, the buttstock is made of plastic, the 
gas cylinder permits installation of a heavy 
barrel (which does not exist), the chrome 
bore plating is thicker, the sear has two 
bents to engage a special piston extension 
(for safety when cocking, should it slip 
accidently from the operator’s hand) and the 
cartridge guide pawl is a two-piece compo¬ 
nent. 

By 1974 the deficiencies of the M73/219 
had overwhelmed even its most resilient 
supporters (See SOF, FULL AUTO, Octo¬ 
ber ’82) and tests commenced to find a 
replacement coaxial machine gun for U.S. 
fighting vehicles and tanks. The MAG 58 
was pitted against the M60E2, M219, Ger¬ 
man MG3, British L7A2, French A AT NF1 
(vehicular version of the AAT 52), Cana¬ 
dian Cl (Browning Model 1919A4 in 
7.62mm NATO) and the Soviet PKM. By 
1975 all were eliminated except the M60E2 
and the MAG 58. Heavy emphasis was 
placed upon reliability. Two criteria were 
closely examined: Mean Rounds Between 
Stoppages (MRBS) and Mean Rounds Be¬ 
tween Failures (MRBF). Stoppages are 
malfunctions which require no more than a 
minute to clear. Failures require more than a 
minute to correct and usually involve com¬ 
ponent breakage. The test results were as 
follows. 


EXCLUSIVELY FOR. THE ARMED PROFESSIONAL 





SWAT VIPER 

SYSTEMS 


When the chips are down and 
second best just won’t do. 
They are called S.W.A.T. or 
Special Response Units. They 
respond to crisis situations and 
their equipment must work! 
They choose the S.W.A.T. VI¬ 
PER Jumpsuit & MEDUSA Tacti¬ 
cal Belt Systems. Designed es¬ 
pecially for S.W.A.T. and 
Tactical Applications. The Jump¬ 
suit may be comfortably worn 
over soft armor. Pockets are 
strategically located for radio, 
gloves, carabiner, gas cannister, 
with gun ports on both sides. 
Neoprene padded elbows, knees 
and shoulders provide protec¬ 
tion. Legs and sleeves are adjustable, with velcro. The MEDUSA TACTICAL BELT & 
ACCESSORIES have been adapted to place key equipment where you need it, 
designed to stay exactly where you put it. 


WRITE or CALL SWAT VIPER SYSTEMS 


2701 South Susan Street 

Qontfi Ann PA Q97fld 

(714) 545-5859 or (303) 322-6304 Colorado only 


TERRORISM STOPS HERE! 



RotfTophousn 
Bernard & Graefe \ferlag 


This book tells it all. Written with the full cooperation of 
the world’s top counter terrorist unit, Germany’s in¬ 
credible GSG-9. Made famous for its terrorist captures 
and long range raids this unit has trained with and 
trained counter terrorist units the world over. 

Now this exclusive top quailty full sized hard back 124 
page book packed with 47 color and 113 B & W photos 
tells it all; training, tactics, operations, history, and 
equipment. Designed and written for the casual reader 
to the working professional who can’t afford to miss out 
on it contents. Direct from Germany this special English 
edition can be yours for the first time through this 
exclusive offer. DON’T DELAY. ORDER NOW. 


PLEASE SEND_COPY(s) AT $22 (U.S. DOLLARS) each 

PERSONAL CHECK REQUIRE 3 WEEKS TO CLEAR ONLY AVAILABLE TO U.& 

PLEASE ALLOW UP TO 6 WEEKS FOR TOTAL DELIVERY AND CANADA 

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 


DON’T DELAY, MAIL YOUR CHECK 
OR MONEY ORDER TODAY FOR 
THIS SPECIAL BOOK AT THIS 
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE. 
ONLY $22 (U.S.) POST PAID. 



NAME-_ 

STREET / P.O. BOX:_CITY: 

STATE_ZIR_ 


SELECT SPECIAL BOOKS suite ies s 


SATISFACTION GUARANTEED. | 1109 & PLAZA WAY, FLAGSTAFF. ARIZ 86001 (USA} 
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Mercenary Shirts* 





il 


t—1 

\ ^ v„ 7 1 

\ \ • Top Quality / 1 _ - _ 

\l \ *50/50 Cot/Poly / 

" ^ Ve ^ ra k Y 

/• ) Y 'X Cuffs Sweat Shirt / / l 

fc7 * Banded Bottom I v£s JSflUo* X ,/ JP 

* Sweat Shirt [ i 

* #'\y$ • Immediate Delivery A mL* 

Wy for Christmas — M ^ / 

, ' if First Class Mail f / 

• Free Brochure / J 

on Request V * A / 

T\\\ • Dealer Inquiries ,/ 

Welcome 

*Designs Interchangeable ’-VJ'£7 

DESIGN 

QTY. 

SIZE 

S,M,L,XL 

PRICE 

TOTAL 

Mercenary Sweat Shirt 



$17.95 ea. 

$ 

Mercenary T-Shirt 



$ 7.95 ea. 

$ 

Commie Sweat Shirt 



$17.95 ea. 

$ 

Commie T-Shirt 



$ 7.95 ea. 

$ 

Alabama Residents Add 4% tax 

$ 

$ 

Postage/Handling 

$ 1,50 ea. 

$ 


TOTAL 

$ 


CALL TOLL FREE (Outside AL) 1 800 821-6843 

□ Check □ Money Order □ Visa □ MasterCard 


NAME _ 
STREET 
CITY — 
CARD # 


STATE_ZIP. 

_EXP. DATE. 


MERC SHIRTS 

Dept. 13-3 

801 Executive Park Drive 


Suite 105 • P.O. Box 160686 
Mobile, AL 36606 
1 205 471-3947 



At Last! A completely legal rapid-fire conversion kit 
designed around the popular & reliable Ruger® 


in 

ip to 500 rounds per minute! 


$ 240 °° 


postpaid! 


Precision all metal con¬ 
struction, adjustable 
sights, and styling that 
will remind you of the 
“TWIN 50s” of WWII 
fame! A sturdy tripod 
and all the tools and 
parts needed for quick 
and easy assembly are 
included, except 
2 10/22 rifles and 
magazines! 

MINI-14 KIT AVAILABLE SOON! 

• 10-22 is a registered trademark of 
Sturm, Ruger & Company, Inc. 


The 50 round magazines shown in the photos are 
available at S29.95 postpaid or 2/S57-0Q postpaid. 


To order send your name and address with cashiers 
check or money order to: 


ARMOUR PRODUCTS 
Godwin Ave., Box 56-SM 
Midland Park, N.J. 07432 


THE ULTIMATE CONVERSION! 


Type 

No. of 
rounds 
fired 

MRBS 

MRBF 

FN MAG 58 

50,000 

2,962 

6,442 

M60E2 

50,000 

846 

1,699 

M219 

19,000 

215 

1,090 

Minimum 

specified 


850 

2,675 

Minumun 

desired 


1,750 

5,500 


Only thp MAG 58 met the specified mini¬ 
mum. In fact, it even exceeded the “dream 
sheet” (minimum desired). The MAG 58 
coaxial machine gun was type classified in 
1976 as the M240. The first 10,000 were 
produced by FN in Belgium. The M240 is 
now manufactured by FN Fmanufacturing, 
Inc. (Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 104, Columbia, 
SC 29202). 

The M240 is distinguished from the in¬ 
fantry version in the following ways. There 
is no bipod or carrying handle. There are no 
sights as the vehicle’s main gun sights are 
employed. The buttstock is replaced by a 
special short buffer block. There is no front 
sling swivel and the flash suppressor is a 
closed type. Because it is in the interior of a 
vehicle, the gas regulator has no escape 
holes. The principle of gas inlet, rather than 
gas exhaust into the atmosphere is used for 
obvious reasons. The elusive split rings 
have been eliminated. The normal rate of 
fire is 750 rpm and this is obtained by setting 
the regulator on position “1.” (Unlike the 
MAG 58 ground version, the M240’s barrel 
must be removed to change the cyclic rate.) 
The retracting handle is replaced with a 
cocking cable and pistol grip trigger 
mechanism is of an abbreviated configura¬ 
tion. 

Product improvement continues at FN 
Manufacturing, Inc., andreliabiliy has now 
been improved to an incredible mean aver¬ 
age of 25,600 Mean Rounds Between Fail¬ 
ures. Current M240 top covers use steel pins 
and rollers, instead of the aluminum pins 
found on Belgian produced M240s. Very 
shortly the original stamped, riveted and 
welded feed tray will be replaced by a har¬ 
dened, investment cast stainless steel ver¬ 
sion. The new tray will reduce link wear at 
the feed slot, preclude the loosening of the 
cartridge stop rivets, eliminate the need for 
chrome-plating and end failure of the tray’s 
ears. U.S. tread-heads are equipped with 
the world’s finest coaxial medium machine 
gun. 

FN Manufacturing has designed a modu¬ 
lar kit, called the GMAK (Ground Mount 
Adaptation Kit), to convert the M240 to an 
infantry configuration in a matter of 
seconds. The kit includes a skeletal butt¬ 
stock resembling that of the Soviet PKM, 
pistol grip for the trigger mechanism, col- 
imator-tvpe sights, sling and a bipod. It will 
be marketed worldwide. 

It takes no more than 10 seconds to disas 
semble a MAG 58. First, lift the top cover, 
remove the belt and clear the weapon. Ease 
the operating parts forward by holding one 
hand on the retracting handle while you pull 
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NORDAC MANUFACTURING CORPORATION 

ROUTE 12, BOX 124 • FREDERICKSBURG, VA 22405 

703 - 752-2552 

A MAJOR MANUFACTURER. AND SUPPLIER TO THE INTERNATIONAL ARMS MARKET 


ASS PACK 

(field pack combat, small) 
Durable nylon construction with 
reinforced stitching in bottom. 
Waterproof rubber lining. 
Available in camo, black and 
0. D.$12.50 

COMPASS, LENSATIC 

Genuine military issue 
with O.D. nylon case.$27.50 

SUSPENDERS, COMBAT 

O.D. nylon, web strapping,- heavy 
padding, fully adjustable. 
Current issue.$10.50 

COVER, WATER CANTEEN 

O.D. nylon with pile 
lining, two keepers for 
attachment and pocket 
for purification 
tablets.$6.00 


CANTEEN, OLIVE GREEN 

lqt wide mouth screw 
cap canteen, high impact 
plastic.$1.50 

CUP, CANTEEN 

Heavy guage aluminum, with, 
wire handles.$3.50 

HELMET, STEEL 

O.D. or desert can. 

Standard U.S. military 
issue. Complete with 
liner, suspension and 
chin strap.$36.50 

GLOVES, BLACK W/ LINER 
Heavy leather w/draw strap 
and 100% wool liner.$12.50 

BELT, INDIVIDUAL EQUIPMENT 

Stainless steel adjustment buckle, 

U.S. marked,heavy nylon web. 

Manufactured to U.S. mil spec. 

Available in black or O.D.Lg $8.50, 


KIT, MEDICAL INSTRUMENT AND SUPPLY SET 

Set includes nylon case w/caduceus ix 
U.S. marking. Plastic insert with 
G.I. contents.$18.50 


CASE, FIRST AID w / DRESSING 

Mil Spec case in O.D. nylon 
U.S. marked, snap closure, 
keeper for felt attachment. 
Complete with dressing. 
Available black, tan and 
camo.$4.50 


CASE, SMALL ARMS 
AMMUNITION 

30 round magazine, M16A1 
olive green nylon, 
holds three magazines, 
with 2 grenade pocket 
straps.....$8.50 

FIELD SURGICAL KIT 

Complete as issued with nylon 
case.$48.50 

KNIFE, COMBAT FIGHTING 

7” parkerized blade, complete 
w/leather sheath.$18.50 

CAP, RANGER (COMBAT) 

Current military issue. 

Woodland pattern, double 
• thickness material, wool 
and cotton lined ear 
flaps S-XL...$6.75 

KNIFE, PILOT SURVIVAL 

f 5" blade with saw tooth, heavy 
leather scabbard. Complete with 
fnylon tie downs and sharpening 
stone.$15.50 

Med $7.50 



ORDERING INSTRUCTIONS: AH Orders are POSTPAID when shipped In (he continental US. Virginia residents include 4V. sales tax. Alaska, Hawaii. APO and 
FPO add 25% of total ordtr for shipping and handling. Merchandise to be returned must be sent In the seme condition ss shipped within ten days of recaiot 
W# accapt VISA, MASTERCARD, MONEY ORDERS, and CHECKS (held for 3 weeks). SORRY, NO COD'S. SEND 12.00 FOR OUR NEW CATALOG. 

(800) 336-2777 ORDERS ONLY 
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GRENADE 

PROJECTORS 



M1A2 


M2A1 


U.S. Military. Grenade projection adapters 
are designed to launch various types of 
hand grenades from rifles equipped with 
grenade launchers OR flash hiders not ex¬ 
ceeding diameter. Range is therefore 
increased to approximately 450 ft. The 
grenade is snapped into place between 3 
spring steel clips and the safety handle is 
held in place by the arming clip retainer. 
Due to inertia, the safety handle is not re¬ 
leased until the grenade is launched, thereby 
arming takes place only AFTER it is fired. 


ORDER FORM — CIRCLE CHOICES 
M1A2 Launcher: 

For MKII, MKI, M26, M30 & M34 grenades. 
Price: $27.50 ea_ 


M2A1 Launcher: 

For canister-type grenades - M-18 & 
AN-M8 smoke grenades or M6 & M7 
gas grenades, etc. 

Price: $32.50 ea_ 

MANUALS 

Grenades & 

Pyrotechnics .. $5.95__ 

Expedient Hand 

Grenades. $7,95_ 

Army Data Sheets/ 

Grenades. $5,95- 

Shipping & Handling: Add $3.00 
Catalogue: $2.00_ _Free with order. 


City 


Zip 


O I enclose my check or money order for $- 

Or please charge to □ Visa □ MasterCard 


Account Number 


Exp. Date 


Signature 


Phoenix Systems, Inc. 

I P.O. Box 3339-B 
1 Evergreen Colorado 80439 
\Phone: 303 674-2653 


the trigger with the other. Remove the butt¬ 
stock by depressing its spring-loaded re¬ 
lease latch on the underside. Lift it up and 
away from the receiver. Push in and up on 
the guide rod and withdraw it and the recoil 
spring. Pull back on the retracting handle 
with the muzzle tilted upward and the pis¬ 
ton, piston extension and bolt group will 
slide out the rear of the receiver. The bolt 
group can be separated from the piston 
group by driving out the locking lever link’s 
retaining pin. The trigger group and top 
cover can be removed from the receiver 
body by depressing the spring on their re¬ 
taining pins and drifting out the pins. Re¬ 
move the barrel in the manner already de¬ 
scribed. Unscrew the gas regulator sleeve 
all the way and try to keep your eye on the 
split rings as they disappear into the bush. 
Tap out the gas plug. 

And now the fun begins. The FN MAG 
58, especially the gas system, is more com¬ 
plex and difficult to maintain than the M60. 
The Belgians have invented, for this pur¬ 
pose, about a dozen fiendishly clever 
armorer’s tools. The function of some of 
these esoteric appurtenances is not even 
addressed in the FN MAG “Bible” (the 
telephone-book-sized technical manual). 
Not to worry, as they can all be replaced by 
one very sharp Swiss Army knife. 

The MAG gas system is a veritable labyr¬ 
inth of grooves, channels, ports and inac¬ 
cessible surfaces. There is a trade off. The 
MAG will operate far longer under adverse 
conditions without maintenance than the 
M60. One of the Somozista Nicaraguan 
MAG 58s I brought to the Atlacatl Battalion 
had a gas system so fouled that I could not 
remove the gas regulator adjustment sleeve 
no matter how hard I beat upon it in the vise 
or how large the pipe wrench I torqued it 
with. In desperation, I took the entire gun to 
the battalion range to observe the magnitude 
of stoppages that would result. The gun 
fired and continued to fire without malfunc¬ 
tion of any kind. Amazing. 

Lubricate everything except the gas sys¬ 
tem and piston and re-assemble in the re¬ 
verse order. The trigger and feed mechan¬ 
isms should be detail stripped only by 
trained armorers. You can teach anyone to 
field strip a MAG 58 in just a few minutes. 
On your first attempt you will probably try 
to replace the buttstock upside down. All 
else is self-evident. 

Belgian, British and South African SOP 
specifies the MAG is to be carried with the 
bolt forward and a belt in the feed way. The 
weapon must then be cocked first to bring it 
into operation. No matter how you slice it, 
that’s pure baloney. The MAG’s cross-bolt 
safety engages the sear directly. The possi¬ 
bility against its failure is astronomical. On 
combat operations the MAG should be car¬ 
ried in “condition 1” with bolt retracted, 
the safety on (until engagement is immi¬ 
nent) and a belt in the feed way. 

To load the MAG, squeeze the top cov¬ 
er’s two spring loaded catches and rotate 
upward to the vertical position. Retract the 
bolt and place the system on safe. Place the 


FIGHT 

BIG BROTHER 
1985 IS HERE! 

Big brother may be watching or 
listening in on you. Fight back with 
the most sophisticated privacy pro- 
tection systems from CCS. 

PROTECT YOUR PRIVACY 


This palm sized sys¬ 
tem lets you know if 
anyone in the room 
is wearing a “bug”. 
It fits in your pocket 
to provide privacy 
wherever you go. 


SEE IN THE DARK 


This miniature night 
scope allows you to 
see in total darkness 
as far as your own 
eyes can see. Fits in 
your pocket. 


INSURE YOUR 
TELEPHONE PRIVACY 


This telephone scram¬ 
bler makes your con- 
versation indeci¬ 
pherable to eaves¬ 
droppers. Only the 
legitimate speaking 
parties receive dear 
conversation. 

©CCS 1984 

Send $25.00 for new 1985 catalog with 
100 pgs. of state-of-the-art electronic 
security systems. 


CCS Communication Control Inc. 

633 Third Ave., New York, NY 10017 

Enclosed is my $25.00. 

Please send me your catalog. 

Name_ 

Address_ 


Phone_ 

SOF 


CCS Communication Control Inc. 

633 Third Ave., New York, NY 10017 (212) 697-8140 TX.-238720 
1801 L St N.W., Washington, DC 20006 (202) 659-3432 
9465 Wlbhlre Bfvd., Beverty HOb, CA90212 (213) 274-6256 
1435 Brickell Ave.. Miami, Fla. 33131 (305)358-4336 
320 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago. III. 60601 (312) 726-0998 
6161 Savoy Houston,Tx 77036(713) 781-0852 
62 S. Audley St, London W1 England 01-629-0223 TX6814709 
26 Place Vendome, 75001 Paris 297-56-00 T7CCCS 215524F 
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Competition & Combat Accessories 






Pistol Grip Stocks 


This is the single most important investment a survivalist, out- 
doorsman, hunter or law enforcement officer can make in im¬ 
proving a shotgun! Used and recommended by world class 
shooters, this stock is a truly remarkable invention. It reduces 
felt recoil and muzzle climb and makes follow-up shots faster 
and more positive. 


ORDER NO. PISTOL GRIP STOCKS 

3125 Rem. 1100,870 .$45.00 

3142 Ithaca 37 . 45.00 

3146 Winchester 1200 & 1400 . 45.00 

3745 Mossberg 500 . 45.00 

3190 S&W3000... . 45.00 

3192 Benelli . 45.00 

3191 Spas .45.00 

MATCHING FORE ENDS FOR ABOVE & PISTOL GRIPS 

3125A — Rem. 1100 . $20.00 

3118 A —Rem. 870 . 9.95 

3120 A — Ithaca Mod. 37 . 9.95 

3123 A — Winchester 1200 . 9.95 

3121 A — Mossberg 500 . 9.95 

3743 A — S & W 3000 . 9.95 


Side Folding Stocks with Forearm 



3132 Rem. 870 and Fore end . $74,95 

3196 Winchester 1200 and Fore end . 74.95 

3197 S&W 3000 and Fore end . 74.95 


SHOTGUN MAGAZINE EXTENSION KITS 

AS SHOWN ABOVE 

Solid Blued Steel , Extra Long Spring , No Alterations. 7-Shot 
Model for 18” Barrel , 8-Shot Model for 20” Barrel. 

9 and 70 Shot Models Also A vailable. 

CALL FOR DETAILS 


7 8,8 Shot 

$22 

9 S 10 Shot 

$32 


COMBAT BOLT 
HANDLE FOR THE 
REM.1100 

With this Combat Bolt Handle, 
you can easily reach over the 
gun to operate the bolt with 
your left hand, without ever 
taking you right hand off the 
trigger. 

#3200 .$8.00 


COMPETITION 
SHELL HOLDER 



LIGHT MOUNT 

Ideal for controlling all 
nocturnal pests, both 4 
and 2-legged. 

#3135.$20.00 


PISTOL GRIP 

This is currently in 
use by several Fed¬ 
eral Law Enforce¬ 
ment Agencies. 
Ideal for the car or 
the bedside. 

$15.95 

Both Available for 
Winchester 1200; 

Rem. 870; Marlin 120; 
Ithaca 37; Mossberg 
500, High Standard and 



S&W 3000 

MATCHING FORE ENDS $9.95 


SATISFACTION 

GUARANTEED 



P. O. BOX 1995 
ELDORADO, AR 71730 


^ ^ (Z*. 

C.O.D. ORDERS ACCEPTED 

CALL TOLL FREE 
1-800-643-1564 


SEND $1 
FOR CATALOG 



VfSA 


2101 N. COLLEGE 
(501)863 5659 


l+l 1+1 

IN CANADA CONTACT 

MIL ARM CO. LTD. 

10969 101ST. STREET 
EDMONTON, ALBERTA T5H259 

l+l 1*1 









































belt, with the open portion of the links 
down, across the feed tray with the first 
round resting against the cartridge stop. Ro¬ 
tate the gun clockwise on the bipod so the 
belt will remain in position and gently close 
the top cover. Slamming the top cover down 
with an iron fist looks professional — to 
amateurs, but only hastens damage to the 
top cover catches. 

The MAG should be carried by the sling 
with the bipod legs extended so that it may 
be fired from the hip assault position at the 
instant of contact. Carrying guns of this type 
across the shoulders or by the carrying han¬ 
dle looks cool, but it’s downright danger¬ 
ous. Whenever there is time to do so — and 
most often there is — GPMGs should be- 
fired off the bipod from the low prone posi¬ 
tion behind cover and concealment. 

Sturdy, reliable and accurate, the FN 
MAG 58 is the very best GPMG ever 
fielded. More than one million have been 
manufactured and issued. It has cut terrs in 
half from just 10 meters away on the jungle 
trails of Rhodesia. It shot back at itself in the 
Falklands. It waves proudly from the turret 
of Israeli Merkava MBTs. I have even set a 
few to snapping angrily at the communist 
guerrillas of ErSalvador. The MAG 58 has 
proven itself many times over on the field of 
battle in the last quarter of a century. 

Does that mean the GPMG concept has 
proven viable? I think not. 

At 23VS pounds, machine guns like the 
MAG 58 are too heavy in the Squad Auto- 


FIRST PRINTING! 

CONGRESSIONAL 
MEDAL OF HONOR 

THE NAMES, THE DEEDS 

UP TO DATE AND COMPLETE - EVERY NAME AND OFFICIAL 
DESCRIPTION OF THE ACTIONS THAT EARNED THE HIGHEST 
OF ALL MILITARY HONORS.FROM THE CIVIL WAR THROUGH 
VIETNAM • 1,117 PAGES, INDEXED, WITH HISTORICAL BACK¬ 
GROUND, TABLES, AND COLOR PHOTO OF MEDALS — $27.50 

LIB. OF CONG. CAT. NO. 84-51095 ISBN 0-918495-01-6 


TO ORDER: Enclose 27.50 for each book. 

Postage will be paid. (California residents add 6% sales tax.) 

NAME _ 

STREET _ 

CITY_STATE_ZIP_ 

mailto: G §harp & Dunnigan box 6605 forest ranch, ca 95942 


TKIMimiwntKNMI 
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NIGHT VISION SIGHT 
AN/PVS-3 Hyper-Mini 

FEATURES 

• Range 300 to 400 Meters 

• Automatic brightness control 

• Focus - 4Ft. to infinity 

• Weight - 3 Lbs. complete 
(smallest of the military scopes) 

• 18mm Image Intensifier 
Excellent Condition 



$1495.00 


(Plus $15.00 UPS) 


EXCALIBUR ENTERPRISES 

P.O. box 266, Emmaus, Pa. 18049 
(215) 967-3443 


SHIPPED COMPLETE WITH 

Night Vision Sight 

• Daylight Filter 

• Combat Eye Guard 

• AR15/M16&M14/M1A 
Adapt. Bracket 

• Manual 

• Battery 

• Carrying Case 

Night Vision Equipment Specialists 
Send $3.00 for our illustrated catalog 


POP... SWOOSH... SHOT! 

THE SOUND OF FUN... CAN BE THE SOUND OF MONEY 

you know the game.. .you've probably played 
it... and if you're like thousands of other 
players... you’re hooked on it! 

If you've ever thought of operating your own game, 
or if you’re doing it now, perhaps you should contact 
us about our international franchise operations. 
Become part of a young, dynamic, growth and fun 
oriented organization! We help you in all aspects of 
business: Site selection, operations, training, 
v accounting, inventory control, game equipment, 
v insurance, advertising, re-sale goods, and player 
incentive programs. 

WRITE US TO LEARN HOW “FOR SWOOSH 
SPLAT” CAN BE THE SOUND OF FUN AND 
MONEY FOR YOU! 
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TRATEGY 

P.O. Box 760 
Bethel, CT 06801 


COPYRIGHT 1984-all rights reserved; 

Strategy Plus is a trademark of Strategy Plus Inc. 
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matic Weapon (SAW) role. An Israeli 
“MAGist,” the No. 1, must carry the gun 
and 450 rounds of ammunition. His No. 2, 
the assistant guriner, carries his Galil, nine 
35 -round magazines and another 500 
rounds for the MAG. This is a tremendous 
burden for each. While the MAG 58 can 
certainly lay down an effective base of fire 
at the squad and platoon level, it fails to 
provide the effective sustained fire base still 
sometimes required during battalion level 
operations. Too heavy as a SAW, the 
GPMG is too light for the sustained fire role 
without the heavy barrels that have never 
been manufactured. 

The solution is to reject this “neither- 
fish-nor-fowl” concept and return again to 
both squad automatics and medium 
machine guns. The M249 SAW weighs 
only 15.5 pounds. Its ammunition weighs 
only half that of the 7.62mm GPMG. The 
7.62mm NATO cartridge is an excellent 
medium machine round. Water cooled guns 
like the Browning M1917A1 or the Vickers, 
chambered in 7.62mm NATO, would be 
ideal sustained fire weapons — as they 
already have proven themselves to be. The 
M249 is with us. But, it’s unlikely the U.S. 
armed forces will ever again return to the 
Browning M1917A1. Instead, we can ex¬ 
pect to see GPMGs, like the MAG 58 and 
M60, shuffled upstairs to fulfill the sus¬ 
tained fire role. 

That’s a mistake, as the FN MAG 58’s 
future is clearly in the form of the M240 
coaxial vehicular machine gun. We grunts 
rarely ever get everything we need or want. 
Far too much emphasis is placed on high 
technology these days, when all we really 
need sometimes is a few more water-cooled 
guns. ^ 


ICE 

Continued from page 65 

Fortunately, we’d been able to choose the 
proper uniform for the occasion. The wind, 
water and arctic conditions required moun¬ 
taineering clothing. Polypropylene under¬ 
wear went on under old pile suits. The 
whole was protected from wet and wind by 
Goretex suits. Parka tops tucked into knick¬ 
ers gave us a cleaner profile and less wind- 
flap. If snow slides had been a problem, 
we’d have put the parkas on outside the 
pants, but the wind would blow from our 
backs on the ice face. We wouldn’t have to 
breathe sifting snow all day or feel ice water 
dripping down our necks. 

Water-repellent ropes were mandatory, 
and the usual selection of ice screws and 
chocks were snapped onto packs. We left 
climbing helmets in the tent. This was the 
sort of special op that called for soft covers. 
If we’d been targets of rockfalls — what 
German Alpine troops called “mountain 
artillery” — the helmets would have been 
strapped tightly to our heads. But frequent 
rockfall is generally confined to couloirs 



Here it is—the knife that will master 
the toughest wilderness challenge. It’s 
BuckMaster, the rugged new multi¬ 
purpose field knife from Buck Knives. The 
7 Vi-inch blade upholds the Buck traditiorftit 
holds an edge! The back of the blade serves as 
an emergency wood/metal saw, and its sharpened 
clip is serrated for the tough job of cutting rope, wet or dry. 
Two detachable “anchors” are included for emergency uses. 
The entire knife has a gray, sand-blasted finish. And there’s 
an accurate compass in the water- and air-tight sealed handle 
which also provides storage for 

your emergency necessities. T"Y® 

Black GripTite sheath even has 
an emergency sharpener. 


BUCK 


Only 
could have 
created it! 


For free booklet “KNIFE KNOW-HOW," 
write Buck Knives, Dept. SOF-385 
P.O. Box 1267, El Cajon, CA 92022 


KNIVES 



Famous for holding an edge! 


^VIDEOTAPES ■ VHS AND BETA” 


Lenny Magill Productions is proud to announce the release of three dynamic videotapes for home viewing. 
Each program is professionally produced in full color and features slow motion, freeze frames, split screens, 
graphics, music and complete narration. The tapes are classics that will be viewed and enjoyed for years. 


The 

Bianchi Cup 
VI 

The world's richest, most com¬ 
petitive tournament. Five dif¬ 
ferent events comprise this 
exciting pistol competition. 60 
minutes in length. 


Steel Challenge 
World Speed Shooting 
Championships 

Speed and accuracy are the 
determining factors as shooters 
blaze down steel targets in their 
efforts for the lowest overall 
time total. 60 minutes in length. 



Encapsulates SOF convention 
held in Las Vegas, Nevada. 
Includes 3-gun combat match- 
automatic weapons demo, G. 
Gordon Liddy speech, 70 min¬ 
utes in length. 


TO ORDER: Send check, money order, VISA or Mastercard number for $59.95 per cassette plus $3.00 postage. Please include 
your shipping address and whether you prefer □ VHS or □ BETA. Credit cards must include signature. 

□ a-* □ M/ 0 D VISA D — | | | 1 | | | | 17 1 I I I 1 I I 


Exp. Dale: Month m Year m 


Signature . 


MAIL TO: Lenny Magill Productions * 4550 Keamy Villa Rd. *107 • San Diego, CA 92123 

(619) 569-4000 
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NEW B FT. TAKE - DOWN BLOWGUN 

SURVIVAL WEAPON SILENT POWERFUL 



Bore-Lock Cone Darts 
$10.00 per 100 


IMMED. 

DEL. 


Our guns come 
fully assembled. 
Not a kit that 
you have to put 
X together.^ X^ 


Beaded Darts 
$3.50 per 100 


/ 

Broadheads 
$10.00 per 100 
(5 free with gun) 


Selling for $50.00 
In EuroDe 




if® 






Thousands 






already sold! 


m 




IDEAL 

GIFT 


Don' t be fooled by 
other's low prices. 
This is the finest 
Blowgun on the market 



Free with each 


Blowgun 

100 Bead Darts 


& 


25 Cone Darts 


FREE 40-page 
Catalog 
with order 


You get combined: 
2' Blowgun 
3Vz' Blowgun 
AW Blowgun 
6' Blowgun 

All for $24.98 
plus 125 free darts 
plus carrying case 

Exotic Sports presents the NEW 4-in-l Yaqua 6' Take-Down Blowgun 
combined. Super SpeedI Dart (lies out of chamber as never before. Great for 
hunters, backpackers, hikers or any sportsman. Astound friends! Can hit a beer 
can at 200 ft. Can pierce W wood. NOT A TOY, dart is spring steel. Clever kits 
lets you adjust dart for large game or small. Kills varmits. Caliber is .40. Safety 
mouthpiece. Material is camouflaged aluminum. Hunters use ‘long* darts for 
large animals. Police use ’very short’ darts for dog control fjust skin pricks). 
Complete with 125 dart kit. $24.98 plus $2.00 postage & handling. Buy 3 guns, 
get 500 darts FREE. Order by mail from: 

Exotic Sports, Inc. Lucky St. Box 129F 

Fayette Mo. 65248 

VISA. M. C., AM. EXP.8 C.O.D. 
TOU FREE 24 HRS.-ORDERS ONLY 


J-800-248-5l28or 1-800-227-1617 axt. 601 


NEW SAFETY 
MOUTHPIECE 


60-DAY MONEY 
BACK GUARANTEE 


DEALER 
INQUIRIES WELCOME 



UNIVERSAL MILITARY OUTFITTERS 

BIGGER AND BETTER THAN EVER 

SUPER SAVINGS 

★ FREE SHIPPING ANYWHERE IN THE CONTINENTAL U.S. * 

★ FREE SHOULDER BAG WITH EVERY ORDER OVER $75.00 ★ 


G.l. MA-1 FLIGHT JACKET 

$ 45.00 

G.l. M-65 FIELD JACKET 

$ 52.00 

OD.CAMO.BLUE.BLACK XS-XL 


OD,CAMO,BLACK XS-XL 


G.l. A-2 DECK JACKET OD 

45.00 

G.l. LINER FOR M-65 

15.75 

S-XL 


XS-XL 


G.l. N2B FLIGHT PARKA 

85.00 

G.l. N3B FLIGHT PARKA 

120.00 

SUB-ZERO S-XL 


SUB-ZERO XS-XL 


U.S. FLIGHT VEST (LIKE MA-1 W/O SLEEVES) 
OD.BLUE.CAMO.BLACK XS-XL 

36.00 

G.l. BLACK COMMANDO SWEATER 

40.00 


STATE CHEST SIZE 


G.l. PONCHO LINER, CAMO 

22.00 

G.l. SLEEPING BAG 

05.00 

T-SHIRT S/S CAMO 

2/10.00 

G.l. JUNGLE HAT - OD & CAMO 

10.00 

S-XL 


67/8 - 7% 


G.l. WOODLAND BDU SHIRT 

25.00 

G.l. OD RIPSTOP SHIRT 

25.00 

XS-XL STATE LENGTH 


XS-XL REG LENGTH ONLY 


G.l. WOODLAND BDU PANTS 

25.00 

G.l- OD RIPSTOP PANTS 

25.00 

XS-XL STATE LENGTH 


XS-XL REG LENGTH ONLY 


WOODLAND SET (SHIRT & PANTS) 

45.00 

OD RIPSTOP SET (SHIRT & PANTS) 

47.00 

G.l. JUNIORS SIZES 4-16 


CAMO TUBE SOX 

3/10.00 


1 SIZE FITS ALL 


CAMO 6 POC PANTS w/drawstring 

15.00 

D3A GLOVE w/insert 

14.50 

CAMO 4 POC SHIRT 

15.00 

S-M-L 


T-SHIRT 

2/9.00 

G.l. PLASTIC CANTEEN w/cover 

5.00 


CANTEEN —OD or BLACK 


BOMBER JACKET 

20.00 

COVER — OD,BLACK or CAMO 


M-65 STYLE JACKET 

35.00 

VISA & MC ACCEPTED 
min. order $10.00 


ADJUSTABLE HAT 

5.00 




FOR A COMPLETE CATALOG 
WRITE: U.M.O. 

6221 6th AVE 
BROOKLYN, N.Y. 11220 


FOR ORDERS - CALL: 1-800-521-2124 
IN N.Y. 718 439-6161 


which tend to funnel anything that falls from 
above down on climbers. Faces tend to dis¬ 
perse ballistic objects and survival is more a 
matter of chance than of preventive mea¬ 
sures. 

The nightlong gale had scoured the snow 
from bare rock, and we discovered the 
mouth of Glacier Gorge is paved with six- 
foot high humps of granite. The other end of 
the Gorge looks bad. Three miles up, the 
cirque (the half-round vertical headwall) is 
socked in solidly by scudding clouds. The 
icefall we had planned to climb is no longer 
visible. 

Throughout the history of mountain and 
Arctic warfare, untrained soldiers have 
been trapped or killed by forcing their way 
into similar situations. Without the ability to 
appreciate the terrain and conditions they 
fall into a trap. If the weather or another 
enemy closes in they can freeze, fall or be 
crushed in avalanches. The only way out is 
to climb and that takes special skills that few 
soldiers possess. 

From Hannibal in the snow-covered Alps 
to Ahmad Shah Massood in the rugged 
mountains of Afghanistan, field command¬ 
ers have learned that mountains and winter 
can be either allies or deadly enemies de¬ 
pending on the skill of their troops. In the 
Alpine campaigns of World War I, most 
casualties fell to exposure or avalanches. 
Thousands of troops also died in mountain 
mortar or artillery duels as gunners directed 
their high explosives on ledges and slopes 
above enemy formations. Avalanches 
crushed and smothered entire units who 
were not experienced enough to avoid such 
areas. 

We would chance it — given an absence 
of enemy fire and the presence of some 
hard-learned mountaineering skills. We 
picked a spectacular ice wall and moved 
toward it to begin the climb. 

“A first ascent!” Duncan shouted with 
joy as we began to rig harness and rope. I 
was somewhat underwhelmed. 

“There’s nothing too tough about this. 
It’s your basic rock covered with ice — and 
it’s only about 300 feet high.” 

“Yeah,” Duncan grinned. “But this ice 
has never been here before. I’ve been climb¬ 
ing ice up here for nearly 10 years, and there 
hasn’t been a quarter this much ice. ” He set 
a chock, tested the placement and started up 
the face. “We’ll have to name it.” 

“Any ideas?” I asked watching him 
move smoothly in the wind. 

“Let’s name it after your boss.” 

“I can already see it in guidebooks: Bob 
Brown’s Soldier of Fortune Death To 
Tyrants Precipice of Mortal Doom.” 

Duncan’s laughter floated down to me 
with a first shower of ice chips. The ascent 
was more difficult than most I’d made. It 
was longer, had a steeper average angle and 
offered less opportunity for protection from 
wind, but we moved steadily upward with¬ 
out incident or the levity of the first climb. 
Duncan was studying a new challenge and I 
was dealing with my own. 

The pull of the wind got progressively 
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worse as we worked our way up the face. 
Sun warmed ice-water soaked our mittens. I 
practiced Duncan’s technique of climbing 
thin ice like it was rock: placing axes and 
crampons as if they were fingers and toes 
while feeling my way up the cliff, instead of 
kicking and hammering. Snowy spindrift 
blew down our necks and the sun cooked 
our faces. At one point, my damaged feet 
began to collapse, and I got to sit, tied off in 
a webbing seat to hang 200 feet above the 
valley floor. It was easy to become mesmer¬ 
ized despite the precarious perch as I could 
reach out and touch clouds or stare with 
fascination at sub-surface water bubbling 
between thin ice and rock. 

Cradled comfortably in this belay I also 
had time to add a few elements to the list of 
reasons why I was unnecessarily risking my 
neck. There was no reserved space in my 
experience book for surviving a bad fall. I 
volunteered for and gained from military 
service. I’ve been wounded in battles 
against nature, mourned dead friends, and 
hauled my share of basket-cases down off 
the world’s mountains. This is not catch-up 
ball I’m playing. 

Maybe the story passed on to me by an 
American bomber pilot in World War II had 
something to do with all this. Shot down and 
imprisoned by the Germans, he found a 
chance to escape from his Stalag and had to 
survive pursuit through rugged country. 
Bookish and unathletic before the war, he 
made it to safety ... barely. 


These days he’s a physical fitness buff 
but it’s not something he enjoys. He pushes 
himself because he’s learned that he’s got to 
be capable of meeting a challenge in order to 
survive. On a miserable night in Nazi- 
occupied Europe he swore he would never 
again be caught unprepared for the worst 
nature — or an enemy — could throw at 
him. 

Heavy thoughts for a man hanging off an 
iceface with the wind whipping him around 
like a kite stuck on a powerline. But there 
they were. 

Self-discipline is what it all means to me 
and I mustered some of that to go on, trem¬ 
bling and puffing up the sheer ice. The ice is 
darkening to deep emerald green before my 


eyes but I can keep a tight-jawed perspec¬ 
tive on the summit where Duncan waits in 
the throes of peak-rush — post-climb 
euphoria. 

I felt it too as I struggled over the edge 
and onto a flat surface at last. I managed a 
grin of triumph for his clicking Rollei pock¬ 
et camera. The prints conveyed an expres¬ 
sion I’d seen in older photos. Beneath the 
beard was the same expression I had worn 
for fellow soldiers in my basic training pla¬ 
toon who wanted barracks buddy shots for 
the folks back home. 

It was the confident countenance that said 
no matter what the Army throws at us, we’re 
tough enough to take it. Sometimes you 
have to see if that still holds true. ^ 


VISA/M.C./Am.Ex. C 3 0.D. _ TO ll FREE-24 hrs: 
800-824-7919-Opr.720 
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WHERE TO BUY EXOTIC WEAPONS 
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Large 8% x 11, 158 pages, more than 200 
weapons, over 400 illustrations, more than 
500 dealers listed, indexed, soft cover. $9.95. 


“...a virtual encyclopedia of 
weapons from full auto shot¬ 
guns to boomerangs...” 

— FIREPOWER MAGAZINE 
April, 1984 


EXOTIC WEAPONS 
AN ACCESS BOOK 
by Michael Hoy 

This amazing book tells you where and 
how to buy and/or make ail sorts of strange 
and unusual weapons. Exotic Weepon*: An 
Access Book has been highly praised by 
professionals in the fields of weaponry, self 
defense, survival, clandestine operations, 
and personal freedom. It is widely recog¬ 
nized as the finest weapons source book in 
the world! 

Here are just a few of the unusual weapons 
you can buy using this amazing new book: 

* stun gum ★ brass knuckle* * gravity 
knives ★ body armor ★ primitive and atone 
age weapon* * bole* ★ battle axes + cross¬ 
bows + tranquilizer gun* ★ oriental weapona 

★ sap glove* * ta*ar* ★ police weapon* * 
night vltlon device* * *moke grenade* ★ 
switchblade* ★ *onlc weapon* * underwater 
weapon* ★ *word cane* ★ gatllng gun* * 
electrical weapon* * and much, much moral 

All of these weapons and many, many 
more are described and illustrated, with 
dealer names and addresses given for each 
weapon! Exotic Weapons: An Access Book 
has more than 150 large 8Vs x 11 pages, 
crammed with information on where and 
how you can buy over 200 different 
weapons! Use the handy coupon below to 
order your copy today! You will be very 
pleased, we know. 


EXOTIC WEAPONS: 

■ More than 200 weapons described 
and illustrated, with dealer listings 
for all! 

■ Over 400 photographs and illustra¬ 
tions of the world’s most fascinating 
hand weapons — and instructions 
on how to buy them! 

■ Sources for books, plans, periodi¬ 
cals, organizations, and additional 
information for all weapons listed! 

■ Complete names and addresses of 
dealers provided for ALL weapons 
listed! 


FREEI Huge catalog with over450 exotic and 
unusual booksI Guns, knlve*, explo*lve* f 
*elf-defen*e, police *clance, surveillance, 
privacy, fake ID, and much moral FREE with 
every order — $2.00 If ordered seperately. 


\ LOOMPANICS UNLIMITED 

A PO Box 1197, Pt Townsend, WA 98368 

I 


□ Please send me. Exotic Weapon*: An 
Access Book. 1 have enclosed $9.95 per 
copy, plus $2.00 shipping. 


Name_ 

Address _ 
City_ 


State/Zip _ 
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OUTFITTERS OF THE PROFESSIONALS 

SOF EXCHANGE • P.O. Box 687, Boulder, CO 80306 
Phone (303) 449-3750 


GERBER KNIVES Built to give and take the 
worst, the Guardian from Gerber is one survival 
knife that lives up to its name. #4102 — Guar¬ 
dian II Camouflage. Slip-proof, high-tensile 
cast aluminum handle. 6 3 /i” blade. Overall 
length, 11%.”. Weight, 8 oz. Blade thickness 
.250”. Metal-lined camouflage Cordura scab¬ 
bard with pistol belt-attaching clips, belt loop 
and lacing eyelets. $69.50. #4103 — Guar¬ 
dian I Camouflage. 4 3 A” blade. Overall 
length, 9”. Blade thickness. 172”. Weight4oz. 
Camouflage scabbard with belt loop for stan¬ 
dard belts and boot belt clip included. $59.50. 
#4104 — Guardian Camouflage. 3%” 
blade. Overall length 7V*\ Blade thickness 
.172”. Weight 3Vz oz. Camouflage scabbard 
with belt loop for standard belts and boot belt 
clip included. $49.50. #4106 — Mark I. 
4 3 A” blackened blade. Overall length 9”. Blade 
thickness .250”. Weight 5Vz oz. With leather 
belt/boot scabbard with quick-release thumb 
snap. $54.50. #4105 — Mark II. World 
famous. 6 3 A” blade. Overall length 12”. Blade 
thickness .250”. Weight 8 oz. Black leather 
scabbard included. $64.50. 


#2002 — Official SOLDER OF FORTUNE 
BALL CAP. Maroon. One size fits all. $5.95. 

#2010 — Official Soldier of Fortune Field 
Cap. Top-quality, dark khaki European style 
field cap. Made famous by Rommel’s Afrika 
Korps and worn today by British Royal Marine 
Commandoes. Sizes s,m,l,xl. $21.95 


LIFEKNIVES The complete survival knife 
that could save your life. 

#4108 — Lifeknife Trailmaster. The Volk¬ 
swagen of the Lifeknives. 5%” 440 stainless- 
steel blade with sawback, super-tough molded 
VALOX thermoplastic handle with survival 
codes, watertight storage space, screw-cap with 
precision luminous liquid compass, camouflage 
CORDURA nylon sheath and sharpening 
stone. Complete survival and first-aid kit, in¬ 
cluding fishline, hooks, sinkers, snare wire, nee¬ 
dles, bandages, ointment, sterile surgical blade. 
$29.95 


#4107 — Lifeknife Commando Camou¬ 
flage. Complete with camouflage aluminum 
hollow handle that contains a complete survival 
kit: waterproof-windproof matches, hooks, line 
sinkers, snare wire, needles and wire saw with 
screw-on watertight butt cap with precision li¬ 
quid-filled, luminous compass. 6” 440 stain¬ 
less-steel blade. Complete with camouflage 
leather sheath, lanyards and sharpening stone. 
$59.95 


#5004 — New CORDURA Duffle Bag. 

We’ve upgraded our duffle bag and made it 
stronger yet Made of 100% Cordura nylon 
with a nyibrr YKK zipper . SV^xlbKlSys. Black 
with yellow & red logo. $14.95 


#4001 — Sabrelite Flashlight. Strong, 
sturdy and submersible down to 2000 ft. 
Strong Krypton lamp gives a bright straight 
beam even under water, 300% more light and 
life than a standard flashlight lamp. Exclusive 
spring-loaded clip locks on strap or belt. Exclu¬ 
sive split ring attaches to snap-hook. Available 
in green or black. $29.95 
#4002 — Military Sabrelite. Same as 
Sabrelite Flashlight only w/ black out non¬ 
magnetic hardware. $31.95 
#4004 — Sabrelite Rechargeable System 
$79.95 

#4003 — Pelilite. Smaller version of the 
Sabrelite. $19.95 

#4005 — Red Lens for Sabrelite For night 
ops. $6.50 
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SOF EXCHANGE • P.0. Box 687, Boulder, CO 80306 
Phone (303) 449-3750 





POLYPROPYLENE THERMAL UNDER¬ 
WEAR. An effective set of thermal underwear 
is the essential foundation layer for a warm 
clothing system. Polypropylene is most suitable 
for the active person as it wicks away moisture 
from the body thus reducing chilling caused by 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
T-SHIRTS 

50/50 poly-cotton blend, S,M,L, XL 

#1001 — Soldier of Fortune (logo). White 
or navy. $7.95 

#1002 — Peace Through Superior Fire¬ 
power. White. $7.95 

#1004 — Death Rides a Pale Horse. 
White. $7.95 

#1005 — Special Forces — Living by 
chance, Loving by choice, Killing by pro¬ 
fession. Black $8.95 

#1006 — Marines — Let me win your 
hearts and minds or I’ll bum your damn 
huts down. Gold. $8.95 
#1007 — Participant Southeast Asia 
Wargames — 2nd place. Black. $7.95. 
#1008 — Visit Lebanon, Help a Syrian 
meet Allah. Backed with “Hey, we just 
stepped in some Shiite.” Tan. $7.95. 
#1009 — SOF/HK (features the MP5 SMG). 
Black. $7.95 

#1011 — Grenada: When you care 
enough to send the very best. Silver. $7.95 
#1012 — Communism is CONTRA- 
Banned. Red. $7.95 

#1013 — C.A.T.T. — Central America , 
Training Team. Navy. $7.95 


We accept tele¬ 
phone orders on 
MasterCard & 
VISA — call us at 
(303) 449-3750. 
Sony, no collect 
calls accepted! 
PLEASE INCLUDE 
$1.75 FOR THE 
FIRST ITEM 
ORDERED — IN¬ 
CLUDE 75« FOR 
EACH ADDITION¬ 
AL ITEM FOR 
POSTAGE AND 
HANDLING. Over¬ 
seas orders add 
30%. PLEASE 
ALLOW 4-6 WEEKS 
FOR DELIVERY. 


Mail to: SOF EXCHANGE, SF 3/85, P.O. Box 687, Boulder, CO 80306 


ITEM # 


COLOR QTY. 


□ VISA □ MASTERCARD 

Card #_ 

Exp. 


Postage & Handling 
3% Sales Tax (CO res.) 

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED 


NAME- 


ADDRESS— 
CITY_ 


SAS Smock. Standard issue for members of 
Special Air Service Regiment. Its windproof 
material, light-weight and fast-drying qualities 
have long made it the first choice of profession¬ 
al soldiers. Made from MOD disruptive pattern 
tight-weave cotton, it is handmade to the high¬ 
est specification. Among its many exceptional 
features are: Light weight — 2 lb. 2 oz. • Quick 
drying — aiding body-heat retention • Breath¬ 
able — allows vapour to disperse • Windproof 
— reducing wind chill • Lined hood with draw 
cords • Lined shoulders and elbows • Four 
bellows pockets with large matte green buttons 
• Shoulder pocket for pens • Drawstring at 
waist and hem • Heavy-duty metal zip with 
coldweather tag • Velcro front-fastening storm 
flap • Velcro cuffs • Inside breast pocket • 
Inside back pocket into which the Smock can 
be rolled to make a pillow • Warm in the winter, 
cool in the summer, the SAS Smock is suitable 
for both professional and general use. Medium 
40”-42” chest; Large 42”-44” chest Note: 
The Smock is generously cut to wear over 
clothes. (M) #1500, $124.95, (L) #1501 
$124.95 


#3001 —Brunton 8X30 Rubber Armored 
Binocular. Waterproof, black-rub- 
ber-armored, fully coated roof-prism optics. 
Built-in compass and reticle rangefinder for su¬ 
perb outdoor and marine use, even in low light. 
Field of view 367 ft. at 1000 yds.; 24.8 oz. 
padded belt pouch. $389 


the cooling of body sweat after exercise. It is 
extremely light weight and low bulk and does 
not shrink if washed too hot. It dries very rapid¬ 
ly Item #1507 Thermal Top S,M.L,XL, 
Green $9.95. Item #1508 Thermal Bot¬ 
tom S,M.L.XL, Green $9.95. 


#1600 — All-weather Fiber Pile Sleeping 
Bag. Two sleeping bags in one. Made of high 
performance fiber pile with a windproof shell of 
pertex. The bags can be used together in Artie 
conditions or separately in warmer weather. 
Total weight 6 lbs. Imported from the U.K. 
$150 
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Ordinary 

Flashlight? 

0 

f 


Not 

on 

this 

Job 


The Time: MIDNIGHT 
The Place: A STEAMING CENTRAL 
AMERICAN JUNGLE 
You can’t reveal your position, 
but you must read your map. You 
cup your hand around your 
“Strap Beam” and totally con¬ 
trol your light. A glance, and you 
are on your way, Undetected. 
MADE IN U.S.A. 

Under Government Contract #GS OOS 711 20 
U.S. Government Special Item #NIS-G-8229 
LIGHT, PALM, STRAPPED, O.D. GREEN 

Silent over center Cam Switch. 

No Hidden Charges, Price Includes Shipping 
and Handling. 

Batteries Installed - Ready To Go. 

1” X 3%" x 7 /a” - Strap: Vz" x 9” 

$5.29 ea. 60 for $270,00 

2 for $10.00 (cash at own risk) 

HAND-ANDY 

Box S388F, Fawnskin, CA 92333 



ORDER DIRECTLY FROM GERMANY! 
GERMAN QUALITY GUARANTEES 

All Items Original & Factory New! (Except 
WWII Equipment) GERMAN TANKER 
COVERALL w/removable fur liner. Full 
length heavy duty zipper, 8 zippered pkts 
including inside holster for Pistol P38. 
Tear-and waterproof fire-resistant cotton. 
Made with German WWII-experience of 
Russian winters. Stonegrey-olive. Sizes:36 
-46, also tails Give height; outseam-waist 
+chest measurements! $120 

GERMAN ARMY FIELD JACKET w/ 

hood. W/epaulettes, removable fur liner, 5 
pkts. Tear-waterproof cotton. Stonegrey- 
olive. Sizes:34-50. $82 

GERMAN WWII AIR FORCE FLYING BOOTS 

Manufactured in accordance with the orig¬ 
inal. Foot part: Darkbrown.soft, waterproof 
grease leather. Leg: Darkbrown velours 
leather, 14 inch high. Overlapped side 
zipper, leather straps to adjust ankle-leg- 
width. The whole boot throughout lined 
with lambskin for extreme cold weather. 
Rugged and comfortable but elegant 
boots. Sizes:6-13 $152. 

ORIGINAL WWII WAFFEN-SS/ 
WEHRMACHT OFFICERS PEAKED HATS: 


Cap, various pipings. Cond.: VG $185. 
Allgemeine SS Officer’s Peaked Cap, 
Black w/skull + eagle (RZM-stamp), 
Cond.: G-VG S185-S232. 

All Orders shipped within 24 Hours! Moneyback Guar¬ 
antee, if merchandise returned within 30 days in original 
condition. Payment: Money order, American Express, 
Master/Visa Card accepted. Costs for shipping+insur- 
ance: Orders u p to $50 +$9-up to $99+$ 1 3-Orders over 
$100+$ 15.50. 

Catalog for $5. Phone Orders In English 24 hours a day, 7 
days a week by calling: 

01149-8856-2219 





DEIBEL WOLFRAM 
MILITARY EQUIPMENT 

BahnhofstraBe19a-8122 Pensberg 
Weat Germany 


SLANG 

Continued from page 45 

FTS — ‘ ‘ First Thing Smokin. * ’ Refers to 
the first available aircraft leaving country. 
Normally what the trainer can expect to be 
on when he gets caught breaking the rules 
while serving in El Sal. If he must depart by 
commercial airliner, the FTS could be any¬ 
body’s guess. 

GLORIA’S — Best-known bordello in 
the capital of San Salvador. It is a watering 
hole for all types of soldiers. Assholes, 
Bozos, Fuckheads and what-not, although 
the .what-nots are frequently ejected by the 
Man of the House because of their kinky 
predispositions. Good rock V roll, country 
and western; plenty of cold beer and five 
choices in wallpaper. Not the best in terms 
of talent, some of the women are ugly as 
original sin. They are all greedy. Fortunate¬ 
ly, none of them are in any danger of qual¬ 
ifying for college scholarships. Definitely a 
place to visit — just to say you’ve been 
there. 

GUNSLINGER — Anyone who thinks 
Fag Bags are stupid and dangerous to one’s 
survival, so he carries his cannon in a hols¬ 
ter and could care less who sees it or what 
they think. 

MARIPOSA — Homosexual, faggot, 
gay, queer. 

MILGRP MAFIA — Those upwardly- 
mobile individuals assigned to the U.S. 
Military Group, El Salvador. Called “the 
mafia” because they’re such a close-knit 
bunch. Considered by many MTT members 
and some civilians to be somewhat snob¬ 
bish. 

MTT — Mobile Training Team. 

“NADE” — Short for Grenade. Gre¬ 
nades are neither authorized nor carried by 
U.S. military personnel. Many “nades” 
can be found on ranges being used as paper 
weights for rifle score sheets, however. 
Such uses keep “nades” handy — and leg¬ 
al. 

PUTA — Whore, slut. Found at Gloria’s 
and the Sands Motel. Used in a more figura¬ 
tive sense, such as “news putas,” at the bar 
of the El Camino Real to describe media 
members who spend most of their time there 
cadging drinks and information from those 
who have really been in the field. 

SANDS MOTEL — The best whore¬ 
house in El Salvador. It’s location is highly 
classified. 

SHIT — Not to be confused with Cerote 
or biological waste products of the scatalo- 
gical variety. Shit refers to the bigger can¬ 
nons now authorized for possession by 
trainers such as MP5 submachine guns and 
the new CAR-15s. Insurgents carry “shit” 
too, like RPG rocket launchers, FN FALs, 
UZIs, AKs — shit like that. 

TDY PAY — Money rendered the trainer 
before he leaves on his MTT so he can buy 
food, rent a place to live and generally func¬ 
tion. 

TEAM HOUSE — Fancy prison for 
trainers to stay at when on R&R in the 
capital. It has everything you need for a 


THE M19-A 
BB SUBMACHINE 
GUN 



SHOOTS 

LIKE 

THE 



Looking for something to shoot the 
H-E-double toothpicks out of old cans, 
bottles, and pesty varmints? How's 
about the fully automatic M19-A BB 
submachine gun (or the Ml 9-AMP pis¬ 
tol version). Just pour in the BB's 
(3000 max), pop in the compressed air 
or convenient 1 pound can of auto air- 
conditioning Freon, and stand by for the 
action—3000 BB's per minute with an 
effective range of over 50 yards says 
one thing-FIREPOWER! FUN? You'll 
have so much fun—you'll swear the 
devil made you do it. 


$39.00 each or 
both for $75.00 


OFFER VOID WHERE PROHIBITED BY LAW. 
FL RESIDENTS ADD 5% SALES TAX 


SEND TO: 

LARC INT., 736 Industry Road, Longwood, 
FL 32750 

(303) 339-6699 SF-03 

THIS MUST BE SIGNED. 

I AFFIRM THAT I AM 18 YEARS 
OR OLDER, 

SIGNED- 

SEND ME: CHm 19-A □ Ml 9-AMP 
PRINT OR TYPE THE FOLLOWING: 

NAME - 

STREET —- 

CITY - 

STATE- ZIP- 
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Silver Head — 5 

SWORD 



DISTANT SOUND DETECTOR 
MULTIPLIES SOUND 5000 TIMES 
The Vansieek FARFDO N a 

Receptivity plus convenient size. _ 

The VanSleek Farfoon combines EkiaAH ® 


Receptivity plus convenient size. 
The VanSleek Farfoon combines 
the parabolic dish Sound Mirror 
of the Double Farfoon with the 
handy size of the smaller Hunters 
Ear. The result is a superior direc¬ 
tional receptor without the 
widespread large dish receptors 
which in many applications are 
cumbersome to use and trans¬ 
port. The VanSleek Farfoon uses 
the same type retrograde sound 
as the Double Farfoon. Take 
VanSleek into tight places. Enjoy 
the mirrored sound gathering not 
possible with direct receiver pro¬ 
ducts. 

The VanSleek FARFOON is the 
most sophisticated yet devel¬ 
oped of the sound devices. 


© 1984 


FOON 


$148 

postpaid 


THE VanSleek 
FARFOON 


Farther than TWO Footbal 


‘SOUND CUT-OUT' CIRCUIT 


REAU OESTE 


Dagger cane 


H©adKnocker Dagger cane. Fashioned from 
Legionaire bayonets, dagger measures 11” with a 
silver hand grasping the handle. French made. A 
work of art but all business. 36” length. $124 


SWORD 


$130 



known to be popular with agents of fact and fic 
tion. Rattan handle, large black umbrella and 20 
sword in shaft. Length 36". 

STEEL PORCUPINE 

A simple pull on the silver-plate pommel handle 
releases six steel spikes that snap to rigid atten¬ 
tion. Fashioned after medieval mace. Attractive 
yet formidable. Complex inner mechanism is com¬ 
pletely concealed when spikes are folded down in 
rest position. 36” length. ftp 


BIONIC EAR $68 

Our price $68 and that includes 
shipping. Optional booster $39 . 
Our Bionic Ear also comes with built- 
in tape jack. Others don’t. 


STUN GUN 



H 50,000 VOLTS! 

- $63 i 

FREE Leather Holster # Ji! 


$163 


HANDCUFFS 




Folding Trench 
Knife . .|$8.95 


$59.50 

Full trigger-finger dexterity 

Cleverly sewn into each glove is 8 ounces of lead, so evenly dis¬ 
tributed that it is impossible to tell from any fine quality pair of 
gloves. They are soft and comfortable, and well worth the price 
even if they did not carry the special "punch" inside their back and 
knucktes. Normally not available except to policy departments, 
and possible not for long from us. We made a lucky buy and when 
these are sold we may not be able to get any more. Quantity is limit¬ 
ed. Specify small, medium and large. 

THUMB / -hT"" " $7.50 

CUFF \ I"' -W 


Double lock thumbcuff— * 

2 keys. Nickel plated steel. V r . v ^ 
Vinyl carrying case. 

/the DUTCHMAN* 


Standard double lock CQ „ 

handcuff—steel Jpy.ro 

construction with 
double locking 

feature—2 keys— case $2.00 


!■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■ J 9071 METCALF Suite 158 

We Pay Shipping OVERLAND PARK KS 66212 

W1 -800-821 -5157 _ 

MC/VISA, COD, CHECK or MO Street_ 

Please ship:- Cit y--— 

FREE Butterfly Knife with all orders over $70 State - Zi P- 
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You don’t need to be a survivalist to want to survive, but you do need SURVIVE Magazine. 


If you’re interested in the here and now of survival, in adventure that’s happening right now, you’re 
interested in SURVIVE Magazine — and we’re interested in you! 


You’re interested in guns and gear of all kinds—from a user’s standpoint. Each month, SURVIVE will 
cover the latest in weapons and equipment. And we won’t pull any punches, you’ll get the good with the 
bad. 


SURVIVE Magazine is taking a new direction, survival as a hands-on proposition. Don’t wqjt for 
something to happen, prepare for it. By subscribing to SURVIVE you’ll be one step ahead. Each month 
we’ll provide our readers with real survival skills for real survival situations — you’ll be ready for 
anything and will be able to adapt to any situation. You’ll get the straight scoop on how to praptice 
survival techniques. Our experts, people who live and breathe survivalism, will provide mental- 
preparation tips and backwoods tricks for your survival. 


If self-reliance is your goal, you need SURVIVE Magazine. SURVIVE promises guns, gear, action and 
adventure. We will keep you on top of everything that will keep you alive. Prepare for the future, 
subscribe to SURVIVE! 






























Would you spend $10 To 
HELP WIN IN CENTRAL 
AMERICA? 

We make sure your donations do what 
you intend - SAVE THE LIVES OF 
THOSE WOUMDED AMD DISPLACED 
FROM THEIR HOMES BY COMMUNIST 
INSURGENTS. 

Your money isn't squandered on 
extravagances but rather is used to 
dispatch our medical teams to target 
areas — often hostile — where they 
put their lives on the line to help 
those who choose freedom. 
Whether our aid goes to a Salvadoran 
soldier or civilian; to a Miskito Indian 
in the wilds of Honduras; or to a 
wounded Nicaraguan teenager at a 
makeshift clinic, we do what you 
expect us to do . •. provide assistance 
to those suffering in the midst of 
armed conflicts. 

Since 1982, we have sent almost a 
dozen UNSALARIED VOLUNTEER 
medical teams to Central America and 
had a hand in transporting and 
distributing approximately 20 tons of 
medical supplies worth nearly $4.5 
million. 

To continue, WE NEED YOUR 
IMMEDIATE HELP1 Show our friends 
that we care about them and are 
willing to lend them support. 
Please send your tax-deductible 
contributions to: 

REFUGEE RELIEF 
INTERNATIONAL, INC. 

1105 Balmora Drive 
Lafayette, Colorado 80026 

Mint Nr. Blake 


good time, Beta Max, lots of Torpedos and 
beer. Who could want more? 

TORPEDO — A bodyguard (indig) pro¬ 
vided by the embassy to drive the Blindado 
and watch over you while you shop. Nor¬ 
mally the Torpedo is the best protected man 
around, £s he has anywhere from four to six 
gringos with him, all of whom are carrying 
Cerotes. 

TRAINER — Central American era 
term for Adviser. ^ 

POLICE PIECE 

Continued from page 51 

Still many of the people making decisions 
concerning standard firearms for their 
police units resist the advantages of a semi¬ 
auto pistol. Some of their concerns are 
valid. Most semiauto pistols are ammo 
sensitive and subject to stoppage or jams. 
Dirt, rust, lack of lubrication, and abuse are 
as likely to affect a semiauto pistol as they 
are anything else mechanical. The answer, 
of course, is proper maintenance which is a 
prime consideration with weapons. 

If you don’t take care of your health, you 
get sick. If you don’t take care of your gun, 
you might get dead. Proper care of a hand¬ 
gun obviously has a direct effect on how 
well the gun will take care of you in an 
emergency. That’s what you are betting on 
if you’re a cop: an emergency will come. 

So what’s the bottom line here? What is 


i 



ATTENTION 

VIETNAM VETS 

• Are you amused by all the adulation paid to 
today’s young G.I.? • Do you remember coming 
home to sneers.‘so what's , and spit? • Has a sixties 
draft dodger apologized to you today because "he 
didn’t serve” (and you did)? 

One “Yes"? Two? Three? Then‘troop’, _ 
you are ‘good-to-go’ with our 


All Tee's top quality, 100% cotton. Sizes S-M-L-XL. 


The "Reaper” is available: 
HtHaneS White on Black 

or White on O.D. Green iotArIm 


$9.25 plus.70C P/H. total $9.95. Please specify size 
and color. (Cal. Res. please add .60C Sales Tax]. 


Send check or money order & all information to: 


"Roger That" Inc. 

P.O. Box 39A25, Dept. SOF. LA„ CA 90039 







SNUB NOSED REVOLVER 


SEMI-AUTOMATIC 

MACHINE 
PISTOL 


Not Sold 
in NYC 
No Permit 
Required 


ONLY 


EACH 


Each of these 22 Cal. pellet-firing target weapons looks and feels like 
the real thing: like the magnum revolver used by highway patrols: like the 
famous snub-nosed revolver carried by detectives; like the 
"Commando” type semi-automatic machine pistol so popular with com¬ 
bat attack groups. 

The Magnum Revolver features an extra long barrel to give you unusual 
accuracy. The cylinder loads and reloads quickly with ten pellets. 

The Snub-Nosed Revolver has an easy-load, swing-out cylinder that 
takes eight pellets. It’s cross-hatched grips makes It comfortable and 
realistic to handle. 

The Semi-Automatic Machine Pistol has a side-mounted, detachable, 
10-round clip and will spray pellets into the target as fast as you can pull 
the trigger. Order your target weapon NOW. 


22 

Cal. 

Pellet-F/r/ng 
Target Weapons 

FREE: Target and 50 Reusable Pellets 


GUARANTEED DISTRIBUTORS, Dept. 269AA57 
County Road 687, Hartford. Michigan 49057 

Yes, please rush me the 22 cal. pelJ et-fMng target weapon I’ve checked 
below. Also include my FREE target and 50 reuseable pellets. I’m en¬ 
closing $4.95— the complete purchase price—plus 95c for postage and 
handling for each target weapon Pm ordering. If I’m not completely 
satisfied you’ll refund my money right away. 


n TARGET MAGNUM 
U REVOLVER 


I SNUB-NOSED 
REVOLVER 


n SEMI-AUTOMATIC 
u MACHINE PISTOL 


Name _ 
Address 


TARGET MAGNUM REVOLVER 


GUARANTEED DISTRIBUTORS, Dept. 269AA57 
County Road 687, Hartford, Michigan 49057 


J City __ _ S tate _ Zip ___ 

NY residents please add applicable sales tax. 
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•INTELLIGENCE 
•COUNTER INTELLIGENCE 
SYSTEMS FOR PROFESSIONALS 



A. MIGHT VISION DEVICES For every application. Pictured 
is the D»rk Invtdor. second generation scope. Battery powered. 
Binocular viewer available. Adaptors permit use of a wide variety 
of front lenses. Superior imaging with minimum bloom and 
steak. 

B. BODY MICROPHONE ■ State of the art audio intelligence 
can now be yours. Designed for covert law enforcement Single 
and multiple channel receivers interface with all types of tape 
recorders. Mini transmitters are crystal controlled. Available in 
commercial and law enforcement configurations. 

Hundreds of the most effective and innovative devices are 
available in our complete catalog. Send $10 (dollars), refundable 
with future purchase. 


Contact a professional at: 

P—,| c={/zS\ 

LAW ENFORCEMENT ASSOCIATES, INC. 

700 Plaza Drive, Harmon Meadows/Route 3'West 
Secaucus, N.J. 07094, (201) 864-0001, 

Telex 642073 LEA BLVL Cable LEA 

V INQUIRE ABOUT OUR SEMINARS J 


the ideal sidearm for a police officer to 
carry? It probably hasn't been invented yet. 

Different police requirements demand 
different things from a handgun. A highway 
patrolman may require a gun with more 
muscie for penetrating vehicles and might 
find that a .41 or .44 magnum with full- 
power loads will serve best. The beat cop’s 
needs may be met by something a bit less 
beefy. 

My personal choice — if I have to carry a 
revolver — is at least a .357 Magnum and 
preferably a .41 Magnum or .45 ACP using 
half-moon or the new two-round clips. If I 
can carry an automatic, I prefer a Colt Mod¬ 
el 1911 in .45 ACP. 

The ideal police sidearm is that which is 
ideal for you. It is the weapon that makes 
you feel comfortable and capable. No mat¬ 
ter which weapon a cop chooses — presum¬ 
ing he has a choice — it will only be effec¬ 
tive if he carries it regularly and can use it 
properly. 

I have heard many policemen boast that 
the gun they carry has only a few rounds 
through it. I can’t blame them for that. A 
conscientious cop should not brag about 
how many rounds he’s pumped into the 
street but that consideration does not elimin¬ 
ate the need for training and experience with 
firearms. Policemen should take heart in 
how many rounds they’ve put through their 
service weapons rather than how few. 

Every round fired proves or disproves 
both the gun and the shooter. It’s better to 


G.I.M-65 FIELD JACKET 



Current Q.I. M-65 all-weather field jacket is 
windproof, water repellent, and worn by the 
military for cold weather climates. This jacket 
is manufactured under strict quality standards 
by a prime government contractor in the 
United States. Excellent for hunting, work, or 
leisure. Hurry, and order now. only s 39 95 
AVAILABLE IN CURRENT GOV’T. COLORS: 
Gl Olive Drab • Woodland Camouflage 
(current issue) OR: Tiger Stripe Camouflage • 
Swat Black * Police Navy • AF Sage Green • 
Khaki. SIZES: X-Sm, Sm, M, Lge, X-Lge. For 
proper fit, specify chest measurements. BOYS 
SIZES: 4-6, 8-10 12-14, 16-18 Woodland 

Camouflage. Only *35 95 
M-65 button-in liner, *16 95 plus s 3°° shipping 
and handling. 

State size and color, and mail proper amount 
plus * 3 ** (*6°° in Canada, Alaska and Hawaii) 
for shipping and handling to: 

GREENE MILITARY DISTRIBUTORS 
P.O. BOX 20008, Dept. SF 
KNOXVILLE. TN 37940 


Command Shirtsjtt^ 


N) Fight Crime Shoot Back |hfack| 0) Insured by Smith & 

Wesson (red) specify Uze. CdJL Huger or Smith & Wesson 

P) Have Gun Wilt TravcHredj Q) i'd Rather be Judged by 12 

Than Carried by 6 (red! HI Never Mind the Dog Beware of Owner (red) 

S) Warning!) Trfspwssrs Will Be Shot Survivors will be shot again (red) 


'4 





*«' I, 
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or 


E 


(please prim) 


These shirts are 100% cotton and silk screened. Shirts 
available in S, M, L, XL. Specify color. PRICE: $8.50. 


NAME. 


ADDRESS- 
CITY_ 



Size 

Item Description 

Quant. 

Item 

Price 

Shipping 

Handling 

Subtotal 








- 






























Ordering (nlcmn&TJonr 
Please HIP in the product letter 
and all ordeVing information 
including subtotals and grand 
total. Put your name and address in 
the spaces provided. Then send this 
form with your check or money order 
(no cash, please) to: COMMAND 
SHIRTS, 444 East 84th St., #2F, 

New York, N.Y. 10028. 


Subtotal 


Add 8% tax if 
delivered in N.Y. 


GRAND TOTAL 


Please allow 4 to 6 weeks for deli very. 
Please include $1.50 for each shirt 
for shipping. Overseas order: add 

30%. 50F-31 
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discover weaknesses in either on the range 
rather than on the street. If a gun fails in 
training, fine. A gun can be repaired or 
replaced. A cop whose weapon fails in a 
shootout is dead meat. They may not be able 
to repair him and the replacement may be 
another cop — a live one. ^ 


FLAK 

Continued from page 9 

open ocean where they must move 
along the coast to offload. The only 
error I would correct is Mr. Salis¬ 
bury’s inaccurate power-package on 
the Piranha craft. The original twin 
outboards were 150s, very hot but 
too much for the craft to handle. Re¬ 
cently these engines have been re¬ 
placed by twin 140s. a better match¬ 
up to the hull and still pushing 45- 
plus knots loaded, not the 35 given 
by Mr. Salisbury. 

G. Walker 
Panama 

Thank you for recognizing SOF’s 
coverage of the Salvo Navy t a ser¬ 
vice for the most part ignored by 
other media members. Steve Salis¬ 
bury deserves credit for his willing¬ 
ness to go about anywhere and dig 
in to get the Central America story 
for SOFs readers. 


C ollection 
glitch... 

Sirs: 

The article by Mr. Kokalis, “Gun¬ 
ning for G’s,” (December ’84 SOF) 
was very interesting. I would like to 
offer some more information on the 
Solothum S2-200 (MG30.) Sales of 
the S2-200 were limited, though one 
sale was made to El Salvador in 
1932, a total of 47 guns in 7x57mm 
Spanish Mauser. The sale of such 
weapons to arms collectors could 
help finance their current arms 
needs to some extent. There could 
well be ‘gold’ in those armories. 
Gordon J. Douglas Jr. 
Fullerton, Calif. 

Weapons collectors in the United 
States should not get their hopes up. 
While Cental America may be a 
cornucopia of military small arms, 
unfortunately the 1968 Gun Contol 
Act severely restricts their importa¬ 
tion into the U.S. Their distribution 
by law is confined to law enforce¬ 
ment agencies and BATF Class 111 
dealers only. Private collectors are 
forbidden by law from purchasing 
these automatic weapons if they are 
imported{ so the U.S . market for 
them would be extremely limited. 


SURVIVAL BOOKS 



WEAPONS MANUALS 


Ctmpnbentto, iai*uale pmkftsi Dm WtavtH toto d.mwoiWr and 

reassembly, rutitounte and tkwitf, ofMnflan, and tossrlptirtu aid tethnlcal datt. 

Cott 45 Auto Pistol: military manuals, 98 pages, drawings and photos 57.95 
Hallock's 46 Auto Handbook: history, operation, takedown, 
maintenance, modifications, accunzing 13 95 


Know Your 45 Auto Pistols: for the collector, History, models, serial numbers. 

proof maiks as well as Junction and field stripping data 

8.50 

Ml, M1A1, M2, and M3 .30 Cat Carbine 

9.95 

AR-15. M-16, M16A1 . 

11.00 

Ruger Carbme Cookbook. Mini-14 


M1.M1C.M10, Garand 

9.95 

and 10/22 Operational Manual 


M-14 Rifle 

795 

& Accessory Guide 

6.50 

F N. F.A.L 7 62 

8.95 

Mim-14 Exotic Weapons System, 


UZI 9mm Submachine Gun 

6.96 

Selective Fire, Silencer, 


Browning Hi Power 

7 75 

& More 

14 00 

Ingram MAC-10 

6.00 

AR-7 Exotic Weapons System, 


Walt her P-38 

795 

Selective Fire. Silencer. 4 More 14.00 

AK-47 Assault Rifle 

8.95 

G3 (Selective Fire HK91) 

BOO 

Luger 

6.95 

HK33 (Selective Fire HK93) 

8.00 


SEMI<£a^ FULLY 


FULL AUTOMATIC CONVERSION BOOKS 

Practical mat* to* t» convert year Mutants sreaptn ts lull auto or talwthre Art stout* 


tto seed arise. 

Full Auto Volume 1 AR-15 *6-95 

Volume 2 UZI 6 95 

Volume 3 MAC-10 6 95 

Volume 4 Semi Auto Tompson 6.95 

Volume 5 Ml Carbine to M2 6,95 


Full Auto Modification Manual. HK91. HK93. 

MAC-10. MAC-11. AR-15, Mim-14, Ml Carbine 12 00 

Home Workshop Guns Vol. 1: Constructing the Submachine Gun 12 00 
Automatic Firearms Design Book Vol, 2: Conversion ct Coll .45 Pistol. 

HK91, HK93, Winchester '64. Winchester 490, plus orig. projects 14.00 
AR-7 Encotic Weapons ' 4 00 

Submachine Gun Designers Handbook 11 95 

improvised Weapons ot the American Underground 8 95 

MAC-tO 45 ACP Submachine Gun Receiver Plans _ 5.00, 


SURVIVAL BOOKS • (818) 763-Q8Q4 

11106 Magnolia Blvd.. No. Hollywood, CA 91601. Attn: Nancy. Pri** 
subject to change. Orders paid with money order or cr-fldll card 
immediately, personal check orders held 4 weeks. CJlildb SE.OD 


THEY NEED 

YOUR HELP 

Soldiers go into combat with worn-out boots, 
thin socks, no cleaning gear for their rifles, 
no poncho or poncho Liner against torrential 
rains and worn-out web gear. They're troop¬ 
ers in the Salvadoran Army and Nicaraguan 
freedom fighters. Being brave, tough and 
willing isn't good enough without basic 
equipment. They need: 

Combat Boots 
Boot Socks • Uniforms 

Cammie, fatigue or khaki (medium and small 
ONLY: These people are small) 

Rifle /MG Cleaning Gear 
Web Equipment 

(pistol belts, LBE suspenders, pouches for 30-r. 
M16 magazines, canteens, canteen covers, etc.) 

Lensatic Compasses 
Ponchos/Poncho Liners 
Field Jackets • K-Bar Knives 
Field Dressings 

Send the above equipment or your cash dona¬ 
tion to: 

EL SALVADOR/ 
NICARAGUA 

DEFENSE FUND 
c/o Soldier of Fortune 

Attn: Nr. Blake 

UPS: U.S. NAIL: 

5735 Arapahoe P.O. Box 693 

Boulder, CO 80303 Boulder, CO 80306 

Please include a packing list and name of donor 
with all donations. Also,, indicate whether or not 
you would like this information printed. 

Donations not tax deductible. (We haven't convinced the IRS that 
killing communist Is a "charitable or educational" activity.) 

We'll see that they get to the righting units that are defending 
your and our freedom. Do It NOW and pass the word to your 
friends. 




(PIEASE PRINT] 

ADDRESS 



CITY 

STATE_ 

ZIP 


Piease rush fftrs many: 

(ADD $1 + HANDLING TO COD ORDERS) 
MONEY ORDER □ CHECK ENCLOSED 


CailP RESIDENTS INCLUDE SALEStA* 


COLO ff,EEL INC. 


CHARGE TO MY O VISA Q M/C . 


-PHONE # 


2128 UNIT D, KNOLL DR.. VENTURA. CA 93003 
DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED (805) 656-5191 

EHliSSLS.— MONEY BACK (LESS POSTAGE) IF NOT SATISFIED 


(LIST ALL NUMBERS ON YOUR CREDIT CARD) (EXPIRES) 

OR PHONE IN YOUR CREDIT CARD ORDER 
TOLL FREE: (800) 255-4716 SOF 


Sure Cure For 
Snake Bite 

PYTHONS. DIAMOND BACKS 
■ & OTHER REPTILES. 


TANTO ny $ 129 9s 

Cold Steel, /nc. plus $3 postage 
and handling 


ARMOR-PIERCING POINT 

Chisel grind for strength yet 
needle sharp 

EDGE Hollow ground razor sharp 
GRIP — Shock absorbing 

MAIL THIS NO RISK COUPON TODAY 


SKULL CRUSHER Tapered semi 
point with Lanyard hole 

SHEATH 

Heavy-duty black leather with 
quick-draw velcro fastener 


SPECIFICATIONS: 

STEEL 425 stainless, RC 56-58 
BLADE LENGTH 6 inches 

BLADE THICKNESS 3/16 1 with 
1/2" spine and full tang 
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"I BATON 

INSTANT 
PROTECTION 

Used by the Taiwan Provincial 
Police Department. Compact. 
From 8" closed position, baton 
automatically extends to 20 V 2 " 
upon pressure to release bar. 

Made from rugged steel tubing, 
with textured grip and black 
leather carrying sheath. Weighs 
21 oz. 

Nl BATON WITH 

« 34 95 


SHEATH 


PLUS 4.00 SHIPPING 


sipo $19 


95 

PLUS 2.00 SHIPPING 


These steel whips, 
made in West Ger¬ 
many, hold the 
original patent. 
Gun blued for low 
profile visibility. 
Small but powerful. 
Flexible steel coils 
extend from cas¬ 
ing instantly with 
a flick of the 
wrist. Blitz and 
Sipo deliver 
stunningly pain¬ 
ful blows, rend¬ 
ering assailants 
helpless without 
breaking bones. 


30 DAY MONEY BACK 
GUARANTEE 


SONIC DEFENSE 

Powerful 115 dB sonic alarm stuns and dis¬ 
orients attackers. Help is called from all di¬ 
rections for hundreds of yards. Intruders and 
attackers can NOT use Schrill-Alarm against 
their victims. Dogs hate schrill alarm. 

2 095 REFILL CAR- 050 

FOR $3” TRIDGES: St EACH 

PLUS 1.25 SHIPPING PLUS 1.00 SHIPPING 
Calif. Residents add sales tax. 

TO ORDER I Send check or money order to - 


inco r 


Dealer and volume buyer 
inquiries invited 


(818) 842-4094 
P.O.Box 3111 Dept. S0F-B(3) 
Burbank, CA91504 


BLITZ $10 


95 

PLUS 2.00 SHIPPING 


30 DAY MONEY BACK 
GUARANTEE 


ANY 

ASSAILANT, 
PALM SIZED 
PROTECTION, 
TELESCOPING 
STEEL COILS 


SPECIFICATIONS: 

BLITZ 


SYs" closed, 13VV' open, oz. 

sipo SHE 


6" closed, 16" open, 10 oz. 
Includes pocket clip & hand strap 


TO ORDER: Send check or money order to - 



t Dealer end volume buyer | 

inquiries invited 

(818) 842-4094 J 
P.O. Box 3111 Dept. S0F-B(3) 
Burbank, CA 91504 



TO ORDER: Send check or money order to 

n | Dealer and volume buyer 
| inquiries invited 

L(818) 842-4094 
P.O. Box 3111 Dept. SOF-B(3) 
Burbank, CA 91504 
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Y oung, yes; 

FOOLISH, NO... 

Sirs:/ 

We are too young to remember 
the Vietnam War, but from what we 
have read there ARE still POWs and 
MIAs in Vietnam, despite what the 
Vietnamese and U.S. governments 
or anybody else says. There are a 
lot of good soldiers who did what 
their government required them to 
do and then were forgotten. It is well 
past time for SQmething to be done. 
Our people are being held in their 
stinking, hell-hole prisons by a 
bunch of liars and cheats. We may 
be young, but we realize the import¬ 
ance of this issue and stand firmly 
along with those fighting for the 
MIAs. 

Champ C. Brown Jr. 

Wilard A. Price 
Paul Brown 
Morrow, Ohio 

It’s always encouraging to hear 
from young people who are so in¬ 
terested in their country and Its 
causes. SOF agrees wholeheartedly ; 
guys. The magazine has already 
spent a great deal of time and 
money trying to verify the existence 
of POWs and MIAs still being held 
prisoners in Southeast Asia. And we 
will continue to do so. In the mean¬ 
time, we refer you to this month’s 
SOF De-Brief. 


K udos 

FOR BAGWELL... 

Sirs: 

I would like to commend you on 
your new department in the maga¬ 
zine, “Battle Blades.” Bill Bagwell 
does an excellent job. I found his 
one article more informative than 
most major knife magazines. SOF 
publishes an outstanding magazine. 
Keep up the good work. 

M. Dutton 
White Plains, Md. 

Thanks for your generous 
observation. SOF is very pleased 
with Mr Bagwell’s new column, too. 

* 
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WANTED 


SOVIET Mi-24 “Hind D” ATTACK HELICOPTER 
INTACT AND FUNCTIONAL 


— Reward — 

$100,000 U.S. 

Offered by SOLDIEU 0F FORTUNE Magazine 


Mi-24 Hind A * 



SIT REP 

Soviet-supplied Mi-24 “Hind” attack 
helicopters are currently being flown 
by Sandinista pilots and aircrews 
against Nicaraguan Freedom Fighters. 
We consider that unwarranted and 
downright threatening to the struggle 
for freedom in this hemisphere. 

Someone’s got to do something 
before these deadly aircraft are used 
to extend communist tyranny beyond 
Nicaraguan borders. That’s why we're 
offering ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND 
DOLLARS to the first pilot or 
aircrewman who delivers an Mi-24 
into sanctuary in any of the neutral 
countries bordering Nicaragua. 

Reward money will be paid in 
specified increments to either 
pilot-aircraft commander or an entire 
aircrew once the Mi-24 has been 
surrendered and recovered. 

“We are making this offer as a 
gesture of support for the gallant 
Nicaraguans who recognize and resist 
the tyranny of the Sandinista regime. 
Delivery of a Soviet-supplied Hind 
helicopter from the hands of the 
oppressors will be a symbol of 
solidarity to all the freedom-loving 
people of Central America.” 

—Robert K. Brown 
Pubisher, SOF 



Copies of this poster are available at $3.00 each from SOF, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 80303 
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VOID WHERE PROHIBITED 


Please send __calalogs at 

$2.00 each. (Refundable) 

Nam* _ _ _ — -- 

Address_ —---— 

City _ State _ Zip- 

Blue Angel Fireworks Box 26-SOF Columbiana, OH 44408 



JEFF COOPER'S 

AMERICAN 
PISTOL INSTITUTE 


THE FIRST WITH THE MOST 

Rifle, Pistol, Shotgun — All Levels 


GENUINE AMERICAN 
MADE ZIPPER 
COMBAT BOOT 

R5-14 W5'/r14 $49.95 


“CRISIS MANAGEMENT IN 
CLOSE-RANGE INTERPERSONAL 
CONFRONTATIONS” 


As the originators and developers of modern 
smallarms technique, we constitute the fountain¬ 
head of the doctrine of personal weaponcraft. 

Twenty-four firing ranges, arm’s length to 1000 
meters — three Indoor simulators — twenty-four 
expert instructors — seven qualified range 
masters — a complete gunamlthy on the ranch. 

Our perfected training methods combine the 
discipline essential to safety with cordial, 
personal contact in an atmosphere of helpful 
comradeship. Our aim is to expand the individual 
self-confidence of each client to the point where 
he can enjoy a degree of peace of mind rarely 
known in today's hazardous environment. 

Student-teacher ratio is never more than four-to- 
one in range work, and over half our tactical 
instruction is conducted with one coach for each 
pupil. 

A SUCCESSFUL GUNSfTE GRADUATE 
IS SECURE AND IN CONTROL OF 
HIS ENVIRONMENT. 

Write Dept. B2 for information. 


Send $2.00 for API brochure. 
MASTERCARD/ViSA ACCEPTED 

AMERICAN PISTOL INSTITUTE 

Paulden, Arizona 86334 





10 in. Side Zipper. Cap toe 
COMBAT BOOT in Black 
finish Elk leather. Made 
over the genuine Munson 
last. Full COMFORTABLE 
CUSHION INSOLE, steel 
shank, heavy leather mid¬ 
sole. rolled edge, military 
beveled jump heel. 
Heavy cloth lace. 
Genuine Goodyear 
Welt. 


MASTER CHARGE. VISA. COOs accepted. 
Send for our free 9 page price list of other 
Government surplus including camouflague 
fatigues. 

Valley Surplus 
Box 346 -S 

Tariffville, Conn. 06081 
(203) 658-6228 


ALL OROERS POSTPAID BY UNITED PARCEL 
SERVICE ONLY. FOR OROERS WHICH MUST 
BE SENT BY POST OFFICE, PLEASE 
INCLUDE SUFFICIENT POSTACE FOR SEVEN 
LBS.. INSURED. 


BULLETPROOF 

VEST 



Will stop the .357 Magnum, 9mm and 00 
Buck. Meets and exceeds “Threat Level 
II-A” tested in accordance with the NILECJ- 
STD-0101.01. Weighs 2 3 A lbs. Fits easily 
under T-shirt. 


Front & Back Protector .... $ 150.00 ppd. 
Detachable? Side Panels . $ 27.50 ppd. 


Officially tested by the U.S. Government 
Edgewood Arsenal at the Aberdeen Prov¬ 
ing Grounds under the U.S. Department 
of Justice Standards. State height, chest 
and waist measurements. 

MATTHEWS POLICE SUPPLY CO. 

(a division of David Matthews, Inc.) 

P.O. Box 1754 
Matthews, N.C. 28105 


mmi 

mm^sm mm/ 

MM MW/ 
SMI, 1MK§§ MM 


KNIFE FIGHTING, 
KNIFE THROWING 
FOR COMBAT 

by Michael D. Echanis 



A book which reveals for the first time, knife 
combat techniques adapted from the 
2,000-year-old art of Hwarang Do, used by 
elite units of the Special Warfare 
branches of the U.S. 

Military. 


Code 


No. 120 

$795 


PUBLICATIONS, INC. 

1813 Victory Place, P.O. Box 7728 Dept. SF 
Burbank, CA 91510-7728 


Send check or charge with Visa or MasterCard 
(use account no. ana expiration date). 


• California residents add 6% sales tax. 

• LA. and Bay Area Counties add 6Vi%, 

• Shipping and handling: 1 book—$1.00. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES: Please submit Int'l. M.O. or Bank 
Draft, payable in U.S. funds. Add S2.00 for first Item plus 
75« for each additional item for Postage and Handling. 



NUMBAH ONE T-SHIRTS 

_ "NO LIE Gl" _ 

BICE PADDY DADDY BEX... 

»« ». aouto': - 


‘WILLIE PETER-WILL MAKE YOU A BELIEVER' 
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SIN TOI 

VICTtm ChAflLlE 



(Sin Loi Victor Chartie means tough shit VC) 

Money Orders prompt, priority shipping 


CAPS & T-Shirts $9. 95 Each (includes p&h) 

| Shirts Screened Front & Back; "No Cheap Charlie!" | 

OD available if specified; STATE SIZE & STYLE NO. 


For Overseas Air Mail add $2.25/item. 


make poyimnl to: 

SIN LOI PRODUCTIONS Inc.fSLPI] 
1105 N. Main St. Suite 2A#2 
Gainesville. FI. 32601 _ 

We Carry Many VIETNAM T-Shirts 
Send $2 for Catalog [free with purchase] 
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For our Deluxe Colored Catalog. 
Your money is refundable on 
your first order. 

Send to: 

Neptune Fireworks Co. 

P.O. Box 398 Dept. G 
Dania, FL 33004 
Out-of-State Toll Free: 

1-800-835-5236 
In FL: (305) 920-6770 


Please send me your Colored Deluxe Catalog tor 
8 1°°. I understand that my money is refundable on 
my first order. 

Name _ 

Address _ Apt.#_ 

City _ State _Zip _ 


GIANT 

HEAVY DUTY 
INFLATABLE BOATS 

2 MAN $38 

3 MAN $50 

4 MAN $65 

Call Free Before Midnight 
For The Next 30 Days 

As part of an advertising test, Dunlap Boat Mfg . 
will send any of the above size boats to anyone 
who reads and responds to this test before the 
next 30 days. Each Boat Lot No. (Z-26 PVC) is con¬ 
structed of tough high density fabric (resistant to 
abrasions, sunlight, salt & oil), electronically weld¬ 
ed embossed seams, nylon safety line grommeted 
all around, heavy duty oar locks, 3 separate air 
chambers for extra safety (4 air chambers in 
4-man), self-locking safety vaJves, bow lifting & 
towing handle and are recommended for marine, 
ocean and fresh water recreation, camping, fishing 
or a family fun boat. Each boat will be accom¬ 
panied with a LIFETIME guarantee that it must 
perform 100% or it will be replaced free. Add $7 
handling, & crating for each boat requested, 
Dunlap Boat Mfg. pays all shipping. If your order 
is received within the next ten days you will receive 
FREE a combined hand/foot inflator/deflator 
bellows style pump lor each boat requested. 
Should you wish to return your boat you may do 
so for a full refund. Any letter postmarked after 30 
days will be returned. LIMIT three (3) boats per ad¬ 
dress, no exceptions. Send appropriate sum 
together with your name and address to: Boat 
Dept. #624, Dunlap Boat Mfg., 2940 W. Pico Blvd., 
Los Angeles, CA 90006. Or for fastest service from 
any part of the country call 1-800-824-9988 for 
Boat Dept. #624 (Calif, residents call collect 
213-735-9363), before midnight seven days a 
week. Have credit card ready. 


3E33 

fk ■ 





'JJJJJU 


TM 


FLOATKNIFE 

Combines a hollow handle of space 
age DuPont Zytel with a stainless 
steel blade to produce a medical- 
survival kit so light it floats! Water¬ 
tight handle imprinted with Morse 
Code and Emergency Rescue Sig¬ 
nals contains the vital necessities for 
survival: matches, fishing kit, tourni¬ 
quet, scalpel suture, antibiotic, disin¬ 
fectant, bandages, and more! Handle 
is sealed by cap with a built-in 
luminous, fluid-filled compass. Don’t 
leave land without it! Weight-2 !4 
oz.; Leugth-8”; Nylon sheath and 
instructions included. Money back 
guarantee. Send $34.95 and $3.00 
postage to Lifeknife, Box 771SF, 
Santa Monica, CA. 90406. 


NEVER BEFORE 
OFFERED! 

Drilling fixture for converting the 
AR-15 to select-fire M16 using an 
original M16 auto sear. 


This fast, easy conversion works just like an 
original M16. 

* “Fool-proof fixture shows exact position of 

auto sear pin hole and guides drill for a 
precision fit every time. 

* Precision made from high quality tool 
steel, reusable. 

* Complete tnslrucUons Included 

* Used by professional gunsmiths to convert 
AI215 to Ml6. 

FREE! M16 auto sear and pin 
included w/ fixture 


Introductory 
Special, only 


$39.95 


, requ 

purchase. BATF approval required before 
converting. Satisfaction Guaranteed or return 
unused within 2 weeks for full refund. Also 
available: Video cassette showing all the legal 
and easy ways of converting AR15 to M16. step 
by step plus history of weapon, full auto 
demonstrations and more. 339.95 ppd. VH5 
or BETA. 

Send check M.O. (add 3.50 for C.O JJ.) to: 

CATCO 

316 California Ave., #341 
Reno, NY 80509. 707-253-8338 


NEW DESIGNS 

NEW STYLES 



Don't leave home 

TURN ME ON! without it. (w) 

MUSCLE SHIRTS 

LONG SLEEVE T’S 

I’ll Flip The Switch 


T-SHIRTS 
Reach Out 





Touch Someone 


50%Cotton 50% Polyester 
COLORS 

SS T Shirt:! an& Lt.Bluc 
LS TShirt: Lt.Bluc 
Muscle Shirt;Gray 



* l 


All Designs 
©Cloudland 
Enterprises 


Sim: 

SM.-MF.TL-LOE.-XL 
XXL • SST Only! ! 


TO ORDER: 

List:Quantity/Size / Item Choice 
Si Color 

Enclose Tot»! Amt. Due 
US.Currency Only! 


PRICES: 

S5 T- SB.50 
XXL T*St2-00 
LS T'$12.00 
Muscle-$#.50 


Ordering dflMfe 
by Phone TlflP 

Add $1.50(ea. order) 
Postage & Handling 

Canada» Add $2 
Foreign. Add 30% 
ALLOW 3-4 WEEKS 


Call 24 HRS. 
615-624 - 1R5I 


P.0.8CW36I1 

chattanooga.tn ?7«m 
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ACCESSORIES 


I* Flash Hiders • Bipods 

I • Fold-Up Slocks • Mags 

• Slings • Sighting System | 

PLUS MUCH MORE! 

Citilog $2.00 Also accessories for | 

Rolundabte wllti order Mim-14. AR-7. 

(303) 442-7021 

FEATHER ENTERPRISES 

2500 Central Ave , Dept A. Boulder. CO 80301 



now being used by law enforcement tactical teams. 
Utilizes an innovative continuous discharge aerosol 
design that empties in less than 30 seconds and will 
control an excess of 23.000 cu. ft. with strong CS type 
tear gas. Unlike old style grenades“Clear Out" won’t 
start fires and cleans up easily. 

“Clear Out" ® CS Grenades A dd a.ao for 
3 pak = $38.04 •kippiaf/fcaadliAg 

6 pak = $66.00 

CASE (12) = $117.00 SAVE $38.78 

Shipped U.P.S. only. Send check or M.O. (C.O.D. on 
6 or more only) to; 

Executive Protection Products Inc. 

316 California Ave. #341 
Reno. NV 89509 707-253-7142 



FAMOUS FEDORA 


A revival ot an old tavonte 
You saw a fedora like this in 
'Indiana Jones & the Temple 
of Doom" - reminding us all 
ol how much adventure a 
man in a fedora can find Our 
is of special wool felt, 
textured and suffer for 
improved shape retention 
over ordinary lefts Features 
a tapered 5” crown with 
triangular crease and 2 side tucks, a 2'/?" brim and a deep 
brown grosgrain band Fully lined with rayon satin Sizes 
6^ thru 7»/ ? (runs large) Money-back guarantee 



Introductory Special! 
VINTAGE 
ADVENTURER 
JACKET 
Regularly $196 
Now Only 
$168 

Save $30! 

This terrific leather 
flight |acket is a famous 
favorite* You saw one like 
it In "Indiana Jones & The Tem- 
of Doom" in 1984. Clark Gable 
wore one flying an air race equip¬ 
ped P-35 in the 1939 movie. "Test Pifot ” 
But you don't have to be a movie star or a pilot to appre¬ 
ciate the comfort and superb quality here Features dou¬ 
ble entry pockets with zippered top, hidden inside stash 
pocket, zip front with wind flap, full lining, bi-swing back 
and underarm gussets for free movement Plus it offers 
the special vintage effect of worn, aged leather in a com¬ 
pletely new high-quality garment. Sizes 36 thru 50 
Money-back guarantee 


SAVE! BUY BOTH THE HAT & JACKET 
FOR ONLY $179.00 

We honor VISA and MASTERCARD. Call Toll 


Free 800-334-5476. Write for FREE Catalog! 


Send name & address along with check, money order or 
credit card information to: 


PsS Dept. J-35A 

P.O. Box 1600, Chapel Hill, NC 27515 

□ #HH3 Famous Fedora Hat (Size _ ) $ 19.95 

□ #1C Vintage Adventurer Jacket (Size _ _) $168.00 

□ #JOSX Hat/Jacket Set (Sizes _ f _ ). . $179.00 



The famous C.I.A. 

“Get out of jail free” card 

An exact reprint of the C.I.A. Covert Opera¬ 
tions I.D. card carried by members of the 
SOG (Studies and Observations Group) in 
S.E. Asia during the Viet Nam Era. 

. .Do not detain or question him! He is 
authorized to wear civilian clothing, carry 
unusual personal weapons, pass into res¬ 
tricted areas, requisition equipment of all 
types .. , M 

“If he is killed, do not remove this document 
from him! Etc... printed in three colors! 

SOLD AS A WAR $5.00 

RELIC ONLY! guaranteed! 

Devil’s Brigade 

Box 392 

Mt. Ida, Arkansas 71957 


CHUCK TAYLOR 

American Small Aims Academy 

ANNOUNCING 2 CLASSES 

INTERMEDIATE 
. DEFENSIVE HANDGUN 

MARCH 16 - 17, 1985 
Los Angeles Area 

For graduates of basic and advanced shooters. Two 
full days on the range. Bring your carry gun ammo. 
Includes pivots, multiple targets, malfunctions, turns, 
hostage situations, etc. 

Fee $225.00, Deposit $125.00 

2 SPECIAL 
■ WEAPONS 

(Combat shotgun and sub-machinegun) 

APRIL 6 - 7, 1985 
Phoenix Area 

We supply all weapons and ammo for this class. 
You are encouraged to bring your own shotgun. 
Licensed owners may bring their own Class II 
equipment. About 25 sub-machineguns will be sup¬ 
plied by ASSA, as well as automatic rifles and 
shotguns. You get to shoot all of the guns, as well as 
intense practical and tactical instruction. 

Classes are designed for the professional person, 
including law enforcement, military, bodyguards, and 
Class II dealers. Other interested parties are also 
welcome. 

For this class, we require photo-copies of birth 
certificate, drivers lie. and social security ft. 

Fee $375.00, Deposit $200.00 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, 

CALL OR WRITE (With SASE): 

CHARLES ARATOW D.D.S. 

10730 W. Jefferson Blvd., 

Culver City, CA 90230 — (213) 559-6666 
Chuck Taylor, world renowned small arms 
expert, author & editor, will personally conduct 
training with his personal staff of instructors. 


SPECIAL ACTION 
COMMANDO SCHOOL 



Special Forces training in the 
following areas: unconventional 
warfare ops; counter insurgency 
ops; survival techniques; pa¬ 
trolling techniques; special 
assault weapons and tactics; 
electronic security measures; light 
and general purpose M.G.; exotic 
weapons and tactics; adjustment 
procedures for artillery and TAC- 
AIR, and much more. 

Courses Available: 7 days 
Basic Commando Course (BCC) 
intermed. Commando Course (ICC) 
Advanced Commando Course (ACC) 
Escape & Evasion (E&E) 

Survival Course (SC) 

Geographical Characteristics: 

Forest Terrain 
Average Temp. Day 75° 

Evening 60° 

For a brochure containing a com¬ 
plete list of all training and prices, 
write to the: 

Special Action Commando School 
P.O. Box 506, Pecos, New Mexico 
87552 Brochure $2.00 
(505) 757-6933 

1985 brochure supercedes all 
other information and brochures. 



Our blowgun has a .625 I.D. Constructed of heavy 16 
gauge steel. It is 40 Inches long. The end is chamfered to 
remove any burrs that might deflect darts. Our blowgun has 
a special durable black baked-on finish. It weighs about IVi 
lbs. and is very strong — a weapon in itself. 

Our dart clip slides on to the blowgun easily and each one 
is designed to hold 12 darts. Our mouthpieces are curved to 
frt the mouth and are flat on top and bottom for men with 
mustaches and beards. 

When u rubber tip is placed on the end it becomes an 
excellent hiking stick, cane, club or rifle rest. 

The bayonet spear is round and slides over the end of the 
blowgun. It has a screw damp to'hold ft securely. Darts can 
be shot with the bayonet in position. 


BLOW GUN 27.50 ea. WK3T 
DART CLIP - 24 TARGET DARTS 
6 BROADHEAD DARTS 
6 STUN DARTS and RUBBER TIP 
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LEGIONNAIRES 
SURVIVAL 
BOOT KNIFE 

ONLY 

s 12 05 

Add SI.05 Hndl. 


Double edge 440 stainless steel blade. 
Full tang one piece construction. Leath¬ 
er sheath with quick release snap and 
metal boot/belt clip. Money Back 
Guaranteed If Not Fulty Satisfied!! 


WESTBURY SALES CO. DEPT. BK-3-SF 

373 Maple Avenue, Westbury, New York 11590 



'-OOP 


MAG I 

COMBAT GLASSES 

UNDER DEVELOPMENT FOR 5 YRS. 
RECOMMENDED BY BRIG. GEN. JAMES CULVER 
FOR USE 

BY THE UNITED STATES ARMY 

• Durable nylon 

• Fit comfortably under 
gas and scuba mask 

• Accepts prescription 
lenses. 

MasterCard & Visa 

1-316-684-2362 

ORDER TODAY! 


$2495 


ppd. 

Order From 
Combat Glasses 
Dept. F3 1710 S. Hillside 
Wichita* KS 67211 


SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 


Be a DETECTIVE 







H0 


• license 
information 




* Aumo/vtsuAi 
PROGRAMS 


NO EXPERIENCE OR COLLEGE REQUIRED 






Men • Women- Learn from the experts. Train ot homeforan 
exciting part or full time career as a private detective or 
security consultant. Start your own business or work for 
others. Step-by-step you will leam how to conduct any 
investigation, how and where to find that first job, and 
much more. Diploma awarded. Equipment, Employment 
Assistance. 


E«. 1973 "For An Education That Works” 





"FRIEND AMD PARTNER" 

Loyal •Intelligent companion for Family Protection •Home 
•Field *‘‘Patroi." 37.5 Timberwolf 62.5 German Shepherd 4th 
generation hybrids taking 7 years to produce from North 
American Gray Timberwolves and German Import Shepherds. 


Dr. Edward Clinton Ezell * 

Supervisor, Division of Armed Forces History 
Smithsonian Institution 
“The Western World’s Leading Authority 
on Military Small Arms” and author ol 
SMALL ARMS OF THE WORLD 


• THE GREAT RIFLE CONTROVERSY 
The Search for the Ultimate Infantry Weapon from WWII 
through Vietnam and Beyond 

For the 1st time anywhere, behind-the-scenes details of domestic 
and international politics are revealed in the story of the problem- 
laden development of the M-16. From the armories of Springfield 
and Winchester to the battlefields of Vietnam to the halls of Con¬ 
gress, Ezell’s research has resulted in an intriguing narrative. 
Over 200 photos authenticate this incredible saga. 

• SMALL ARMS TODAY 

Latest Reports on the World’s Weapons and Ammunition 

Ezell examines the world-wide movement of arms that results 
from the fortunes ot war and the instability of the Third World 
political situation. More than a user’s manual, it is a documenta¬ 
tion of weapons in use in each country and a legacy of how they 
were acquired. Over 100 on-the-scene action photos strengthen 
the story. 


Please enclose check for price of books requested plus $2.50 
each shipping. RH residents add 6%. Order both books and take a 
10% discount on each. We also honor Visa, Mastercard, and 
American Express. Include your card number, expiration date, 
and signature. For a catalog listing 200 books send SI (credited 
to 1st purchase). 

Mail to: Dept. S 0 F-2 _ ' 


STACKPOLE BOOKS 

America's Great Outdoor Publisher 

P.O. Box 1831, Harrisburg, PA 17105 


TIMBERSHEPHERD ™ 

TIMBERWOLF/GERMAN SHEPHERD HYBRID 
As seen in S.W.A.T. Magazine November 1983 
and Survival Guide Magazine August 1984 


Cl. <t> 


o> 


cn < 


DO NOT CONFUSE The TIMBERSHEPHERD with the W 
wolf shepherd mix, poorly bred, unpredictable and 
unsuitable as a professionally trained working dog. 
KEENER SENSES of Sight 'Hearing 'Smell than any other 
domestic breed. 

LONGER LIFE SPAN over the Rottwieler -German 
Shepherd *or Doberman Pincher 
EVEN TEMPERAMENT Ideal for the family with small 
children. The TIMBERSHEPHERD is bred exclusively as a 
superior working dog — Devoted, Useful, Life Long 
Companion 

OUR TRAINING RESOURCES are extensive and most 
credible, employing the latest techniques and standards 
currently in use by the U.S. Dept, of Defense Military 
Working Dog Program 'Family 'Home 'Law Enforcement 
(Public or Private) 'Operative 'Whatever!!! 'Full Health 
•Temperament «Hip Guarantees 'Shipping — Worldwide. 

LRRP SECURITY SERVICES, INC. 

Box 1620 M-3A, Aiken, S.C. 29801 (803) 643-5936 

Brochure information includes color reprint of SWAT and 
Survival Guide magazine articles. 

SEND $3.00 U.S. FUNDS 


THE GUARDfather™ 



Spring-loaded peace of mind. Discreet, biued- 
steel "pen* with a powerful secret. Just press the 
pocket dip and out springs a wicked-looking 
pointed 4-inch long ordinance steel shaft, it locks 
open instantly, ready for action. 6" long closed; 
knurled positive grip. Note: not classified as a 
switchblade or gravity knife - no Federal laws 
prohibit purchase of The GUARDfather™. Made 
in Italy. Ideal when you prefer not to carry a 
handgun or knife. Money-back guarantee. 

Wa honor VISA and MASTERCARD. 

Cal Tol Free 800-334-5476. 

Write for FREE Catalog! 

Dept. J-35 

P.O. Box 1600, Chapel Hill, NC 27515 



Introducing 
My Now Hollow Handle 
Survival & Combat Knife 

Non-Glare Mat Combat Finish 


yggoo 


Only 


8 " 

440 C 
Blade with 
Sow Tooth 
That Work! 

13" overall 
length. 

All stainless steel 
construction with 
combot sheath. 


Photo by Mother 
Earth Now* 



Knives 



Custom Handmade Knives 


by Robtrt Porrtih 

1922 Spartanburg Hwy. Handermonviji*, NC 28739 
Phooa (704) 692-3466 
Sand 5A5E for mom Information 



Penetrating the 
darkness with 
FIRST e 
and 

SECOND 
Generation 
Night Vision Systems 



• Individual and Crewserved 
Weaponsights 

• Viewers 

• Night Vision Goggles 
•Comprehensive Parts Inventory for 

Both FIRST and SECOND Genera¬ 
tion Systems 

• Repair and Reconditioning 



STANO COMPONENTS 

P.O. BOX 6274 

SAN BERNARDINO, CA 92412 
(714) 882-5789 or (714) 883-2728, 
Telex 675537 
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MOVING? 


PLACE LABEL HERE 


atrMI *P»- no. 


ctojraiwtetfip 

M.hil It to HOLBIHH Uh HIHTrSF Magazine 

S^jbSflrlpliiMi DspurlatiErtfL P.O. Box 348 
Ml. Morris. IL HI54 



Avoid BIG BROTHER ... 

Best techniques ever published 
for creating COMPLETE PRIVACY! 

I Avoid Surveillance, Eavesdropping 
I Become "Invisible” to Investigators 
I Stop Generating Financial Records 
I Receive Confidential Mail — Safely 
I Stay out of Government Files 
■ How to Eliminate Negative Records 
I Begin Creating Helpfu l New Records 
I Hiding Your Assets 
I Banking Alternatives 
I Privacy from Taxes 
I “Low Profile” Secrets 
I Hideouts; Deep Cover 
I Multiple Addresses 
I Using other "Names” 

I Howto "Disappear” 

ALL THE PRIVACY YOU WANT! 

Don’t wait! Order TODAY! ONLY $14.^ 

EDEN PRESS • 11623 Slater "C'* 
Box 8410-AP • Fountain Valley, CA 92728 


YES! Send me PRIVACY. 

ErdosBd Is 14.95 □ check Q monoy order. 

Caiil. residents please add 6% sales m .) 

□ Send latest Book Catalog — 

Nane =- 

Address_ _ _ 

City „ _ _ _ 

Stale-3p - 


FREE 


PltNNCY ? 



“HELL ON THE WESTERN FRONT” 

80 minutes of unrelenting action 
from the Normandy Beaches to the 
Siegfried Line and crossing the Rhine, 
a living human document of the great¬ 
est military campaign in history. 

Taken from the Armed Forces Ar¬ 
chival program, The True Glory/ this 
remarkable epic depicts graphically 
the savagery of massive armies locked 
in bitter battle. 

# 

An important combat program for 
action buffs. Running Time: 80 Min. 

VMS or BETA Only $ 59 “ 

Plus! 'Try, TryAgain\' Medal of Honor 
Seriea A crippled 8th A.F. bomber 
crippled by|Luftwaffe and a semi¬ 
conscious pilot struggles home. A tri¬ 
bute to valor. 

Send to: FEROE OROFE FILMS 
3100 Airport Av*. t Santa Monica, CA 00405 
U S. and Canada, add $2.50 shipping, foreign 
orders, add $3.50, CA res add 6V»% Sales Tax. 
Visa & Master - include card no. 5 expiration. 

ORDER TOLL-FREE 
(900) 854*0561, ext. 925 
In Calif. (BOO) 432-7257, ext. 925. 



'“HOW TO’ 

FULL AUTO 
CONVERSIONS 
ON VIDEO 

Learn ea*y and legal ways to convert jour 
weapon. Modifications «how each rtep in 
great detail. 



AR15 to M16 (select fire) 

Ml Carbine to M2 (select fire) 

UZI Semi-Carbine to select 
fire sub-machine gun 
AKS to select fire AK 47 style 
KG99 to Open Bolt machine pistol 


□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

Save time and money! Each of theae quality 
videos will enable you to clearly and 
completely understand the weapon covered 
including; 

Basic functioning • Disassembly and assembly 

* Step by step conversion 

* Extensive bill auto fire jrower demonstration 

« Explains and demonstrates various accessories 
available 

Free Parts Source list included w/ order. 

All conversions performed by licensed Class 2 
manufacturers. 

This information should lie considered a must 
for the military weapon enthusiasts’ library and 
should be acquired NOW . . , this information 
may not always be available! 

Satisfaction guaranteed or return within 2 
weeks for full refund: Mall check M.O. 

(C.O JL add 3.50) to: 

CATCO. P.O. Box 4013 
\j»apa, CA 94858, 707-253 8338^ 


Put a Warning On Your Door 
That Even Criminals Can t Ignore 


THESE 3“ x 4" ORAMAT1C. TWO 
COLOR SELF-ADHESIVE WARNING 
STICKERS REAUYGtVE'EM THE IDEA! 

2 • There Is Nothing In Here Worth Your 
Life 

3 • Abandon Hope! All Who Enter Here 

4 • Never Mind The Dog - Beware Of 
Owner 

5 • Rob Someone Else 

6 • Criminals Beware No Prisoners 
Taken 

7 • Just Keep Moving 

8 • Criminals Beware - We Shoot Back 
10 • Is There Life After Death - Trespass 

Here And Find Out 
To order; just send \ t a Warning! Trespassers Will Be Shot 

IaaL • Notice-Anyone Found Here At Night 

address with cash Will Be Found Here In The Morning 
or money order to: 

DELTA PRESS 

716 HARRELL ST . EL DORADO. AR 71730 
00 PAGE CATALOG *1.00 (Free with purchase) 

Phone (501) 862-4772 for credit card orders. 

DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED. 



Never Before In 1 Place I 


liothiiiq but 
CAMOUFLAGE 
Catalog 


cauouvlauy 

CaUl«D 


Adult & Children's 
Clothing • Hats 
Betts • Tents • Tarps 
Raingear • Packs • Sleeping Bags 
Eyewear • Nets * Paint & Morel 


Send $2.00 In US funds today I 

(Refundable with first purchase) 

PICKY, PICKY, PICKY 

830 G St.. Dept. 3. Areata. CA 95521 


THE KNIFE 
THAT SHOOTS! 



THE COMMIES HAD IT 
WE STOLE IT 
NOW YOU CAN OUT IT!! 


THE MOST DEVASTATING 
KNIFE EVER PRODUCED! 
SILENT & ACCURATE 


IN THE SUMMER OF 1984 IT 
WAS LEARNED FROM CLAS¬ 
SIFIED U.S, AND SWEDISH 
INTELLIGENCE SOURCES 
THAT CRACK SOVIET ATTACK 
UNITS WERE ISSUED AN “AT¬ 
TACK KNIFE” THAT COULD 
BE SHOT SILENTLY AND AC¬ 
CURATELY UP TO A RANGE 
OF 30’. THE BALLISTIC KNIFE 
IS A FUNDAMENTALLY NEW 
TYPE OF CLOSE COMBAT 
SYSTEM. IT CAN BE USED AS 
A THRUSTING ROD OR BA¬ 
TON ROUND THAT WILL 
STUN ANY ATTACKER, A FIGHTING KNIFE, OR AS A FINAL 
SURPRISE, IT CAN BE FIRED UP TO AN EFFECTIVE RANGE OF 30 
FT. THE PENETRATION IN TYPICAL TARGETS IS OVER FIVE TIMES 
THAT OF A FORCEFUL MANUAL STAB. 



EXCLUSIVE SOURCE IN THE FREE WORLD! 


FLORIDA KNIFE CORP. 

P.O. BOX 27 

COCOA, FLORIDA 32923-0027 
PH #305-453-4770 

CASH - CHECK - MONEY ORDER 

RETAIL DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 
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CLASSIFIED 


CURRENT REQUIREMENTS — Ail ads MUST be received 
by the 1 st, three months prior to issue cover date. Ad copy 
must be typed or written clearly with authorizing signa¬ 
ture, telephone number and payment. Advertisers offering 
information packets for a fee must send a sample of pack¬ 
et. Cost per insertion Is St per word — $20 minimum. 
Personal classified ads are 50 cents per word — $10 mini¬ 
mum. Name, address and telephone are to be included in 
the count. FOR EXAMPLE: P.O. Box 693 = 3 words; Boul¬ 
der, Colorado = 2 words; 80306 = 1 word. Abbreviations 
such as A.P., 20mm, U.S., etc., count as one word each. 
Hyphenated words and telephone numbers are counted 
as two words. We reserve the right to delete or change any 
copy which we determine to be objectionable. Mail to 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Classified, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, 
CO 80306. 

READERS OF BOTH DISPLAY AND CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING ARE ADVISED THAT SOF MAGAZINE 
DOES NOT HAVE THE ABILITY TO VERIFY VALIDITY OF 
EVERY ADVERTISEMENT CONTAINED HEREIN. SHOULD 
ANY READER HAVE A PROBLEM WITH PRODUCTS OR 
SERVICES OFFERED BY AN ADVERTISER, HE SHOULD 
SEEK ASSISTANCE FROM HIS NEAREST POSTAL IN¬ 
SPECTOR. 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE MAGAZINE IS A MAGAZINE OF 
NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL DISTRIBUTION. THERE 
MAY BE PRODUCTS FOR WHICH SALE, POSSESSION OR 
INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION MAY BE RESTRICTED, 
PROHIBITED OR SUBJECT TO SPECIAL LICENSING RE¬ 
QUIREMENTS IN YOUR STATE. PURCHASERS SHOULD 
CONSULT THE LOCAL LAW-ENFORCEMENT AUTHOR¬ 
ITIES IN THEIR AREA. 

LE MERCENAIRE! Monthly intelligence newsletter 
on terrorism, communist subversion, covert opera¬ 
tions. $12 year. $15 overseas. Sample $2. LE MER¬ 
CENAIRE, P.O. Box 507, Frederickstown, MO 63645. 
(90) 


EXPLOSIVES AND INCENDIARIES: Instructions for 
making NAPALM $8.95; SUGAR EXPLOSIVE $8.95; 
and the easy-to-make, extremely destructive steel¬ 
burning THERMITE INCENDIARY $12. All three, 
$20. AMERICAN INDUSTRIES, P.O. Box 10073 
G.S., Springfield, MO 65808. (90) 

FIREWORKS, High Quality, Fast Service. Price list 
$1. MOUNTAIN STATES NOVELTY, P.O. Box 
90007, Casper, WY 82609. (92) 


DIVORCE DIRTY TRICKS. Fight smart! Protect prop¬ 
erty. Win custody you want. Sharpest tactics. New 
228-page book $14.95. Guaranteed. Details 250. 
EDEN, Box 8410-DD, Fountain Valley, CA 92708. 
(89) 


TATTOO KIT 




| THIS 34 ITEM K IT 


NO TALENT NEEDED for person or business use. 

| KIT t* ura s: 


©_ 


fAtt/av SUPPUCS FOftOKXlOO TATTOOS! 

BUYS COMPLETE TATTOO KIT 


P.O. Box 8543 Dept C 
Middletown, OH 45042 


MOVING FAST? Keep a permanent address for as 
low as $6 a month. Not a box number but your own 
address and suite number. Also available — phone 
number, remailing, mail forwarding and more. ALL 
CONFIDENTIAL. For information enclose a stamp to 
THE BRANCH OFFICE, 3341 W. Peoria, Phoenix, AZ 
85029. (602) 993-7534. (89) 


FOR SALE. Genuine United States armed-forces 
surplus clothing, individual equipment, packs, boots, 
survival gear, first-aid packets, etc. Send $1 for our 
latest catalog to STEVE J. PEDERGNANA, JR., P.O. 
Box 1062, Oak Park, IL 60304. (90) 

FIREWORKS, BUY DIRECT. Price list, send $1 to 
ACE FIREWORKS, P.O. Box 221, Dept. F, Conneaut, 
OH 44030. (92) 


WWII GERMAN WAR SOUVENIRS! Includes dag¬ 
gers, swords, helmets, everything! Illustrated catalog 
$10 (refundable). DISCO, Box 331-X, Cedarburg, W! 
53012. (94) 

MARAUDER’S SURPLUS: A complete listing of field 
and technical manuals; Elite commando and regular 
army surplus at the best prices in the country. Send $1 
for catalog to MARAUDER’S ARMY SURPLUS, 8588 
McKee Road. Upatoi, GA 31829. (89) 

IS SOMEONE LISTENING TO YOUR PHONE CON- 
VERSATIONS? Telephone eavesdropping indicator 
$100, pocket bug detector $45, automatic phone re¬ 
corder $125, FM Telephone wireless transmitter 
$100, long-range wireless mikes $45 to $150, bumper 
beeper set $800, sound activated recorder $150, spe¬ 
cial listening devices from $50, automatic recorder 
switches $40. new 1985 catalog $2. WYNN EN¬ 
GINEERING COMPANY, 4327 Aspenglen Drive, 
Houston, TX 77084 (713) 859-0531. (91) 


PLASTIC EXPLOSIVES: Simple, step-by-step in¬ 
structions to make powerful plastic explosives from 
common ingredients. Send money order $10 to: 
FREEDOM ARMS, Box 7072 HSJ, Springfield, MO 
65801. (90) 


FREE GERMAN WWII RELIC — Free original Ger¬ 
man WWII relic! When ordering catalog of pre-1945 
German flags, uniforms, daggers, weapons. Illus¬ 
trated catalog, $5. MILITARIA, Box 21-D. Grandy, MN 
55029. (89) 



Magnificent Brass 
Paperweight 

<£095 p>«» 

[)u SOt handling 

Aluminum paperweight $4.75 plus 50c handling. For novelty 
paperweight use only. Not intended for any other use. Send 
chMk or M.O. to j K SALES 

202 Magnolia Cl.. Starling VA 22170 
. VA residents add 4% ealaa tax . 


COVERT INTELLIGENCE — for the clever man of 
action. Samples $2, $13/year—$17 overseas. HORI- 
ZONE, Box 67, St. Charles, MO 63302, USA. (89) 


KNUCKS — Genuine brass paperweights. Not cheap 
aluminum. $7 postpaid. Immediate shipment. 
MATTHEWS POLICE SUPPLY, P.O. Box 1754, 
Matthews, NC 28105. (96) 


U-BOAT CAPTAINS CAP 

Removable, washable 
white top. Gold insignia 
and visor braid. Leather 
chin strap. State size 
wanted. 89 00 

Knights Cross with its 
17” neck ribbon and 
oak leaf with 
swords. $21.00 

ft pay postage. Our 224 
pag* Tyfty Mustrstad catalog 
tXNHFREE with onto) 

NOTE! 90% of 
items available 

__ _ONLY from.... 

W'.W. #2 Ltd. Box 2063 -Fl St. Louis, MO 63158 



BOUNTY HUNTING — Legal for anyone and very 
profitable! For legal statutes and employment in¬ 
formation send $2 and SASE. Rush orders $3 cash. 
RESEARCH UNLIMITED, Box 90, Depew, NY 
14043. (89) 

MONEY SOLUTIONS! End debts. Get new credit, 
jobs, degrees. Financial privacy. Offshore opportuni¬ 
ties. Free catalog. EDEN, Box 8410-SF, Fountain 
Valley, CA 92728. (89) 

THE INTELLIGENCE LIBRARY— Many unusual, in¬ 
formative books on Electronic Surveillance, "crea¬ 
tive” Locksmithing, Weapons, Investigations, Docu¬ 
ments. etc. Free Brochures: MENTOR, Dept. G-2, 
135-53 Northern Blvd., Flushing, NY 11354. (92) 

BRITISH MILITARIA. Royal Air Force, Royal Navy, 
Royal Marines, Parachute Regiment, S.A.S., Insig¬ 
nia, Headwear, Badges, Uniforms, Medals, Police 
“Bobby” Helmets, etc. Send $2 for catalog. BRITISH 
COLLECTIBLES LTD. Dept. A, 2113 Wiishire Blvd., 
Santa Monica, CA 90403. (95) 


UNUSUAL BOOK OFFER. Save 20% Discount. 
Famous Publishers: Paladin Press, Loompanics, De¬ 
sert, others! Updated Regularly. Guaranteed Best 
Selection For LESS! Exotic Weaponry, Military, Sur¬ 
vival, Total Revenge, Crime. Explosives, Surveill¬ 
ance, Wiretapping, Martial Arts, Knives, Employment, 
Big Brother, Fireworks, Privacy, Investigations, Che¬ 
mistry — and Much More! 100s of exciting titles. Eye- 
Opening Catalog and Free P-38 Can Opener $1 
(overseas $3). ALPHA PUBLICATIONS, P.O. Box 
92-SP, Sharon Center, OH 44274. (93) _ 

MILITARY HISTORY 

ON VIDEOCASSETTES 

See military history as it hcjjpened! Vforld 
Wcr | through the Falkland* con^xsign. The 
other side of World War H: original German 
combat newsreels and features of the great 
battles. Rare Allied Army and Air Farce documentaries. Also Korea, Vietnam, 
and contemporary Soviet Army. Over 300 titles reproduced from original source 
materials. Seta/VHS, also PAL Standard. Reasonable prices, fast service. Write 
or phone for free illustrated catalog. INTIR NATIONAL HISTORIC FILM5, 
Box 39035, Chicago, Illinois 60639, Phone 312-436-8051. 

WILD GEESE SELECTION — Customized gold- 
plated emblems for adventurers of distinction. 
Brochure $1, Refundable. THE WILD GEESE, Post- 
fach 1145, 6460 Gelnhausen, WEST GERMANY. 
(89)_ 

WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Assassination research 
materials available: Zapruder films, literature, 
videocassettes. Catalog $2. COLLECTOR’S ARC¬ 
HIVES, Box 42, Winnipeg, Manitoba. R3K 1Z9 
CANADA. (91) , 




FIREWORKS — Where to buy firecrackers $3.50 a 
brick, rockets $2.20 a gross, M-80s, blockbusters, 
and giant Class B aerial displays. Complete directory 
of mail order suppliers listing hundreds of fireworks 
$3.50. PYROTECHNICS, Box 203A RFD 1, Mystic, 
CT 06355. (90) 

J MICRO BUGS Advanced bugging equip- { 
a ment. Concrete mikes, telephone and pen bugs, J 
and more. Send $2.00 to MICR0C0M J 
ITECH C0RP. for catalog. Refundable r 
Fwith purchase. Unbeatable prices. 

MICR0C0M TECH C0RP. 

P.0. Box 347341 • Cleveland, OH 44134* 

SERVE FEDERAL SUBPOENAS PART TIME. Must 
be over 18 and U.S. citizen! Details $2. PROCESS 
SERVER, Box 222-F, Quincy, MA 02171. (96) 

FOR HIRE: Qualified, literate, rational, experienced 
professional with diverse background seeks high-risk, 
high-paying position representing private or corporate 
concerns. Passport. Principals only! CROSSBOW, 
P.O. 15424, Colorado Springs, CO 80935. (89) 

YOUNG GERMAN NEEDS SOLDIERING IN- 
STRUCTION and training. Which group or individual 
would give me a good education? Answer please to: 
BERND WOLFF, Ehingerstr. 55, 4700 Duisburg 28, 
Germany. 


The Official 

U.S. AIR FORCE 
SURVIVAL 
MANUAL!. 




A must for every pilot’s © ,o« utoiunT 
and hunter’s survival kit. byWWPC 

Proven superior In global survival. Saved 
the lives of downed USAF pilots In hos¬ 
tile conditions worldwide. 

160 pages cover: • Instant Shelter and 
Food Including Vital Edibility Tests • 
Water • Clothing/Equipment * First Aid 
* Signaling • Orientation {by sun and 
stars) • Fire Making • Survival Weapons • 
Hunting • Fishing * Trapping . . . and 
MUCH more. 

Over 350 drawings, tables, maps. Easy 
to understand. A must for your family's 
survival during the emergencies and the 
coming bad times! Only $8.95 ppd. (Ex^ 
tra copies—$6.95 ea. ppd.) Clip ad 
ORDER SEVERAL TODAY! 

World Wide Publishing Corp., Dept.Si 
Box 105, Ashland, OR 97520 U.sTa. 
5SSSSSSSS 
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ASSAULT 
VEST 

US Mil Sfiet Niton 00 106 
Duck, lull! »d|iitf»We~oii« Hie 
fiti all. hunt ielc<o end s«»p 
ctosuti. ill pouckn «ilh t*ie 
Ctowift mil bottom ml tjelrl. 
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MM SMC (Sill MADIIIIE CUR) 
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led wed earner pocktis end 2 
lerie umde - pockets Cen hold 
1. knile. mep. lint »d kit. etc 
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201-875-3252 ^ 


S.SMM/M2MM IIFU 

Hit 10 pouches Holds 12 30 
round end 8 20 round 5 56 mm 
mifetina or up to 1 7 62 mm 
melinites. 2 l*ti inside pockeb 
cen boM pistol, knife, imp. Inst 
eid kH. etc 
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Send 51.00 For 200 
Item Catalog! 


ELITE FIGHTING FORCES INSIGNIA CAPS, large 
selection. Send 20 cent stamp for Illustrated folder. A 
& D PRODUCTS, Box 286-S025, Belair, MD 21014. 

SILENCERS: COMPLETE INSTRUCTIONS to build 
your own from materials available at most hardware 
stores. $3. WORLD PUBLISHING, PO Box 64252, 
Fayetteville, SC 28306. 

KNIVES, ALL KINDS. Also custom, survival, historic 
weapons, swords. Unbeatable prices. Color catalogs 
$2. DE INTINIS, 107 Summit Ave., Staten Island, NY 
10306. 

.50 CAL. MACHINE GUN BELTS. Enhance your fire- 
place, den, place of business with impressive and 
unique wall display of authentic 1943-4 Frankfort 
Arsenal war issue .50 cal. complete shells less pow¬ 
der with steel links for continuous belt. Excellent con¬ 
dition. Massive 100 rounds nearly 9 ft long $53.50 
plus $8 shipping; 50 rds $29.50 plus $5; 25 rds $17.50 
plus $4. Also artillery shells, etc. "Nations Largest .50 
Cal. Outlet.” JOE JELINEK, 1201F Cottage Grove,' 
Chicago Heights, IL 60411, (312) 758-2183. (90) 

UNITED MILITIA INTERNATIONAL: Honorary Milit- 
ary Commissions now available. Information and ap¬ 
plications. Send $3 (U.S.). COL. D. GEORGE, Box 
1224, Albany, OR 97321. (89) 


ma wan ha cm** v«tM«r Stoi 

Thia now book roveala Hitler's war machine as 
nOvor boforo, Ootaila manpower, tanka, plane a. 
'/-weapons, and {funs—over 70 graphs, over 60 
tatlas. Ollw boohs anehne armies. The S'k 
aB'h henooook'series includes: 

DOS AMiY onocn OF BATTLE. PACIFIC 

□ US ASHY CODER OF BATTLE, EUROPE 

U HITLER'S- DY1HO GROUND. WHERE ARMIES FELL* 

U THE GERMAN REPLACEMENT ARMY" 

□ hitlers EEITE Guards paras u boats, ss* 
a THE ITALIAN ARMY HANDBOOK- 

U SOUTHEAST EUROPE AXIS 
1} JAPANESE ARMED FORCES 

" war machine weapons s manpower 
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GAME PUBLISHING 

JJ55 Birth Ctrtk (IF) 
Aikmown.PA >8103 4312 


M-80 SALUTES, FIREWORKS, ROCKETS! Fresh 
from factory or make your own. We supply everything! 
Formulas, chemicals, fuse, smoke dyes, casings, 
tools, kits, MORE! Catalog $1. NOR STARR, Box 
5585 Pocatello, ID 83202. (95) 

FOREIGN READERS. Attention! Wanted by collec¬ 
tor: machine gun belts, parts, accessories, tripods 
and manuals — any vintage; assault rifle magazines, 
etc. Foreignpiiot and paraww^sard elite insignia. No 
trades. Price and condition 1st letter. PETER KOKA- 
LIS, 5749 North 41st Place, Phoenix, AZ 85018. (TO) 

FOR HIRE: Six year U.S.A.F. — S.E. Asia Vet. Sharp, 
knowledgeable professional with diverse back¬ 
ground. Personal agent, investigation, missing per¬ 
sons, courier, bodyguard, bounty, photo, surveill¬ 
ance, etc. Individual or two-man team. All projects 
considered with utmost discretion and confidentiality. 
DDS, P.O. Box 50787, Palo Alto, CA 94303. (90) 

SPECIAL FORCES VIDEO TAPES. Operational 
Techniques FM31-20. FIVE SEPARATE TAPES. 
Tape 1: Intelligence & Psychological Operations; 2: 
Infiltration & Planning; 3: Air Operations- 
Communications; 4: Water Operations-Communica- 
tions; 5! Demolition-Engineering-Medicai Aspects of 
SF Operations. VHS ONLY, $29.95 each plus $2.95 
shipping & handling. SELF RELIANCE GROUP, 316 
California Avenue, Suite 206, Reno, NV 89509. (90) 

GERMAN WWH MILITARIA, Flags, Knives, Tapes. 
Send SASE for list: HAMMER, Box 33149-SF, Indi¬ 
anapolis, IN 46203. (89) 


ENCYCLOPEDIA OF EXPLOSIVES, C-4, TNT, Nit¬ 
roglycerine, Poison gasses, Plastic, Detonators, 
Dynamite, Smoke, Tracers, Rockets, Fireworks. Over 
500 formulas, instructions. Book—$22. FULL AUTO, 
P.O. Box 1881, Murfreesboro, TN 37133 (98). 

RECON, THE ROLEPLAYING GAME of the Vietnam* 
War, $10; The Haiphong Halo, $3.50; Hearts & Minds, 
$3.50; San Succi, $5; Sayaret/Track Commander, 
$5.98. RPG, INC., Box 1560-A, Alvin, TX 77512. (96) 

TRACERS: Reload your own, reliable, accurate, long 
range, red burning, military type tracers, any caliber. 
Complete instruction pamphlet, $15. T.T., Box 2700, 
Huntington Beach, CA 92647. (90) 

TRACE MISSING PERSONS. Big Money, Adven- 
ture, Learn How. P.O. Box 1132H1, Doylestown, PA 
18901. (93) 


EX-MARINE, VIETNAM VET seeks dirty work. Will 
travel, all jobs considered. ^Discretion assured and 
expected. Box 7368, Chicago, IL 60680 (90). 



GERBER MEANS QUALITY! Guardian,” camouf¬ 
lage design w/sheath, only $37.50 pp. Catalog $2, 
FREE with order. MICHAEL GOLD MILITARY & 
SURVIVAL KNIVES, P.O. Box 43366, Highland Hts., 
OH 44143. (89) 


CUSTOM EMBROIDERED PATCHES. Five patch 
minimum. Your design, any size, shape, colors. 
Guaranteed. HEIN, Dept. 303,4202 N. Drake, Chica¬ 
go, IL 60618. (97) 

CHEMICAL, FUSE, CASINGS. Everything tor mak- 
ing fireworks. $2 for price list. SQUARE LAKE EN¬ 
TERPRISES, P.O. Box 3673, Logan, UT 84321. (92) 

PRACTICAL MARTIAL ARTS SUPPLIES. New pro- 
ducts every month. Prices below retail. Send SASE 
for free catalog to MICHAEL’S SHOP, PO Box 3056, 
Woburn, MA 01888. 

SOG—CIA CARD. Famous "Get of jail free” Vietnam 
spy ID. $2 (3 for$5). LONE’S, Box998(FJ), El Segun- 
do, CA 90245. 


QUALITY SURVIVAL GOODS. Discount prices. Get 
in on the savings. Dozens of survival and military 
related items. Order your 1985 Discount Catalog to¬ 
day! Send $2 (refunded on 1st order) to: GROUP 1 
SURVIVAL SYSTEMS, PO Box 23538, Phoenix, AZ 
85063. P.S. Mention you saw this ad in SOF and 
receive a free copy of oui newsletter "THE SURVIV¬ 
AL PRESS.” Satisfaction guaranteed. 

DOG TRAINER FOR HIRE overseas or the states, 
bomb detection, narcotics and security. (918) 584- 
2067. 


LEARN GUN REPAIR 


EARN EXTRA MONEY • VA APPROVED/ 

Please RUSH full info on how I can become a pro¬ 
fessional gunsmith the QUICK, easy home study 
“ .. “ 1 ill " 


I 

| way. No Obligation. No salesman wiil call 

. NAME _ MjI 

| ADDRESS 

I CITY 

MODERN GUN REPAIR SCHOOL dept MP35 Mail Today! 
|2538 N. 8TH ST., PHOENIX, ARIZONA 85006 



COMPLETE U.S. MILITARY PARACHUTE SYS¬ 
TEM — ready to jump! 28’ 7TU tri-color, steerable 
main with R3 main releases and 24’ reserve. 1275 
postpaid UPS. Write: BLATT, 2160 4th Street, Suite 
125, Oroville, CA 95965. 

MIND BOOSTER. Your mind is your most important 
weapon research report, with dosage guide, covers 
compounds that improve reaction time, memory and 
learning ability. Only $5 guaranteed. Invest in your 
survival. POLARIS, 405 Washington Blvd. Suite C, 
Oak Park, IL 60302. 


SECRET TELEPHONE 
RECORDING DEVICE 


SPECIAL HALF-PRICE OFFER 
ONLY 


$ 14.95 



This fantastic miniature electronic device turns any tape 
recorder into a SECRET PHONE BUQ that silently and 
automatically records both sides of your telephone 
conversation! Connects any cassette tape recorder to your 
telephone anywhere along the phone line. Automatically 
starts tape recorder when phone is picked up, records both 
sides of phone conversation with crystal clarity, then turns 
recorded off when phone is hung up! Includes ill attach¬ 
ments. Completely self-contained unit never needs 
batteries! Not to be used for surveillance. ALSO, our 
giant catalogue of laser weapons, surveillance devices, and 
much more is included FREE with every order! 100% 
MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE. Send $14.95 + 2.25 
shipping ($17.20) ta UNIVERSAL ELECTRONICS, 
Dept. F3S, 15015 Ventura Blvd., #1053, Sherman 
Oaks, CA 91403. Or send $2.00 for giant catalogue! 


WHAT’S NEW? Our Emergency/Survival Catalog 
No. 7 containing nearly 200 quality items, that’s what! 
Send $1 (refundable) to: SPORTS INTERNATION¬ 
AL, PO Box 458, Dept. SOF, Palm Bay, FL 32906- 
0458. 


PRIVACY CATALOG — FREE! Discover latest low- 
profile techniques. Avoid banks, taxes, surveillance. 
Hide assets. Secret loans. EDEN PRESS, Box 8410- 
SR, Fountain Valley, CA 92728. (92) 

EXPLOSIVES, C-4, Nilrogelatine, TNT, Detonators, 
Smoke, Tracers, Rockets, Poison gas, Incendiary, 
Tear gas. Dynamite, M-80’s. Easy to make. Manuals 
$4 each. All for $25. INSTRUCTIONS, P.O. Box 1881, 
Murfreesboro, TN 37133. (98) 


RANDALL KNIVES *** CUSTOM KNIVES. Immedi¬ 
ate delivery. No waiting! NORDIC KNIVES has about 
300 in stock at all times. Glossy color photos of the 
knives are included with our list. List prices are $2 for 
RANDALL; $2 for CUSTOM, or both for $3. We are 



Honorary members of the Knifemaker’s Guild and a 
major dealer for RANDALL MADE KNIVES. Address 
NORDIC KNIVES, I634-C4 Copenhagen Drive Sol- 
vang, CA 93463. Phone (805) 688-3612. 


Telephone Listening 


Record telephone conversations in your 
office or home Connects between any 
cassette or tape recorder and your 
telephone or telephone LINE. Starts 
automatically when phone is answered 
Records both sides of phone conversation. 
Stops recorder when phone is hung up 
This device is not an answering service 


Super Powerful 

Wireless Mic 

10 times more powerful than other mics. 

Transmits up to V< mile to any FM radio. 

Easy to assemble kit. 15V battery (not incl.) 

Call (305) 725-1000 or send 119.95- $1.00 shipping per 
Hem to USI Corp., P.O. Box SF-2052 Melbourne, FL 32901. 
COD'a accept. For catalog of transmitters, voice scramblers 
and other specialty items, enclose $2.00 to USI Corp. 


BE A MERCHANT MARINE. Working on American- 
Flag vessels across the seven seas is only one part of 
the growing worldwide Maritime Industry. Prepare for 
a rewarding career at sea, we will show you how — 
$5.95. MILITARY SPECIALTIES, P.O. Box 12819- 
SFM, Winston-Salem, NC 27117-2819. (92) 


FEDERAL ALASKAN LAND S2.5Q/ACRE! Govern¬ 
ment repossessed homes, $1 plus repairs! Lease 
Canadian land, $1/acrs/year! Each report $5, all 3 for 
$9.95. HOMESTEAD, 4934 East 49th-SOF, Tulsa, 
OK 74135. (90) 

DRU HARRIS AND ASSOCIATES International 
Courier and Executive Protection. Telex 4995300 
BURXLSA. (89) 


DEEP SEA DIVING. Involve yourself in this high 
paying field, $50-60,000/year. World wide opportuni- 
lites. Invaluable employment information kit. Send 
$10 to W.A.N. SEA SYSTEMS, Employment Division, 
1415 Broadway-109, Alameda, CA 94501. (90) 

PRIVATE INVESTIGATION home study course. 
Free information. CENTRAL INVESTIGATION Box 
1894A, Provo, UT 84603. (90) 

FOR HIRE Short Term, High Risk preferred, have 
passport, will travel. No job too dangerous. BOB, P.O. 
Box 1263, Downey, CA 90240, (89) 
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TRANSLATED RUSSIAN OFFICERS HANDBOOK 

and USSR Military Manuals. US Military Manuals, 
Intelligence, Vietnam Journals, Military History. Free 
Catalog. MANUALS, Box 681, Friendswood, TX 
77546. 


BECOME A GUN DEALER! Professionally prepared 
kit includes official forms, covers licensing, purchas¬ 
ing, records, - Everything! Lists hundreds of top 
wholesalers! GUARANTEED! $4.95. BUSINESS 
CONSULTANTS, P.O. Box 1232-SOF Uniontown, 
PA 15401. 


WRITE TO MARRIAGE MINDED OVERSEAS 
LADIES. Send helpful details and $10.00 to: REDCO 
ENTERPRISES, Box 94L, Saratoga, CA 95071. (89) 


STATE PISTOL LAWS, regulations for ail state and 
Federal Gun Laws, both $4.00. Police catalog $2.00. 
SCHLESSINGER, P.O. Box 882, New York, NY 
10150. 


KNIVES, CUSTOM, SURVIVAL, HISTORIC 
WEAPONS, SWORDS ETC. Unbeatable prices. Col¬ 
or catalog $2.00. DeINTINIS, 107 Summit Ave., S.I., 
NY 10306. 


Original W-SS Pattern 
CAMOUFLAGE M43 CAP 


REVERSIBLE FALL TO SPRING, WITH INSIGNIA. 

Sizes: 

SM, M, L, XL 

Only $35. 

POSTPAID 



GIANT Catalog of SS Camouflage 
& German Militaria - $2. (Free w/Order) 


KRUPPER 

■BOX 177K • SYRACUSE, N.Y. 13208, 


TIGER STRIPE BDU SUITS, 4 pocket Jacket & 6 
pocket pants with reinforced elbows, knees & seat 
NEW LOW PRICE $48.00. A.H.A., Box 21606, De¬ 
nver, CO 80221. 


M-33 BASEBALL HANDGRENADES, Latest U.S. 
issue w/moving parts $8.00; Mk2 Pineapple Gre¬ 
nades $7.50. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 


M-65 FIELD JACKETS, Top quality Government 
Specifications tiger stripe in all sizes $48.00. A.H.A. 
BOX 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 

“PARACHUTE WINGS — anyone interested in pur¬ 
chasing Bragg & Turners new book to be published 
shortly, should contact PETER HEIMS, 293 Kingston 
Road, Leatherhead, Surrey KT22 7JN England.” (90) 

RUSSIAN ARMY BELT BUCKLES, solid brass w/ 
Russian insignia $18. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 
80221. 

INTERNATIONAL MILITARY SUUPLY, new 1985 
listing of uniforms, equipment & berets- 50 cents. 
I.M.S., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 


ARREST Violators!! 



Wear the Badge of a 

DETECTIVE 


USE 
SECRET 
EQUIPMENT 

Sunn 11 fine* Equipment. 
Criminology Kill, Budges. 
Briefcase TeleptHHies, leg 
Holders. Lockpick Guns, 
Bullet-Proof Vests. Inlnrsd 
•tight Scopes, Rappelling 
Eqsiemem—Pius Much, 
duth More 


NO PREVIOUS TRAINING NEEDED 

• Yourspirit of adventure, danger, and self 
reliance can lead you to an exciting career 
opportunity. Solve mysteries, bring erimi 
nals to justice, protect the innocent 
Experts guide you every step of the way 
Men and women needed to work in chal 
lenging situations, withstanding hard¬ 
ships, make on the spot decisions. Learn 
the latest investigative techniques using 
special law enforcement equip- 
ment...the same equipment used 
by the FBI, the CIA. and the 
Secret Service. Start your.own 
investigative agency. Save up 
to 25^ and more on all equip¬ 
ment. Send for free details. 
Approved by Calif. Dept, of Public Instruct . 

r THE ROUSE SCHOOL of Special Detective Training — n 

DEPT. SFS03, P.O. Box 25750, Santa Ana, CA 92799 
Rush me your "Detective’’ Career Kit—No salesman will cqti. " 

-Age-, | 



I 


| Udmu 


CHy/Slste/Zlp- 
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Military Goods 
IOVER460P9S. 
HUGE NEW CATALOG #12 - 2Va lbs. 
LISTS - PRICES the 200 

million items we stock. 
lOOOs of ILLUSTRATIONS - 
DRAWINGS. Loaded with 
New Additions - LATEST 
PRICES on Foreign, U.S., 

Antique, Modern, Military 
Parts & Accessories. Helpful 
Schematics MACHINE GUNS. 

Used by Militaries, Collectors,! 

Gunsmiths the world over. 


NUMRICH ARMS Dept. 7, W. Hurley, NY 12491 



30 - 40% OFF GERBER, KERSHAW KNIVES; RED- 
FIELD, LEUPOLD, Scopes; Muzzleloaders! Send 
$1.00 for Illustrated Pricelist! KNIVES, 52 Edmund, 
Dept. SOF, Uniontown, PA 15401. 


VIETNAM CATALOG (with free “Vietnam Photos") 
$2.00. WWII catalog $2.00. WAR SHOP, Rt. 1, Box 
154, Milford, DE 19963. (99) 


SILENCERS — Complete instructions to build your 
own from materials available at most hardware 
stores. $3.00. WORLD PUBLISHING, P.O. Box 
64252, Fayettesville, NC 28306. 

TIGER STRIPE BDU SUITS, 4 pocket Jacket & 6 
pocket pants with reinforced elbows, knees & seat 
NEW LOW PRICE $48.00. A.H.A., Box 21606, De¬ 
nver, CO 80221. 

M-33 BASEBALL HANDGRENADES, Latest U.S. 
Issue w/moving parts $9.00; Mk2 Pineapple Gre¬ 
nades $7.50. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 

M-65 FIELD JACKETS, Top quality Government 
Specifications tiger stripe in alt sizes $48,00. A.H.A. 
BOX 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 

“PARACHUTE WINGS — anyone interested in pur¬ 
chasing Bragg & Turners new book to be published 
shortfy, should contact PETER HEIMS, 293 Kingston 
Road, Leatherhead, Surrey KT22 7JN England." (90) 

SMOKE GENERATING DEVICES and other essen- 
tial products for survivaiists. Largest and most com¬ 
prehensive array of smoke candles, bombs, pots, gre¬ 
nades. Send $2,00 (receive $3.00 credit) for cata¬ 
logue. SIGNUS, Box 33712-W5, Phoenix, AZ 85067. 


SILENCER SECRETS REVEALED — Informative 
technical data and detailed drawings on the operating 
principles of hand gun and rifle silencers. Modem, 
comprehensive construction plans for the amateur or 
professional. German quality, pride and craft- 
manship. Let us show you how it’s done. Only $5.00 
from: HEINZ KESSLER & COMPANY, Silencers and 
Firearms, LTD., P.O. Box 2181, Dept. SF-4, Union, 
NJ 07083. 

GERMAN WWII COLLECTORS! Iron Cross First 
Class with pin back! Only $12.95. Catalog of pre-1945 
relics, $5 (refundable). REICHSRELICS, Box 54-DN, 
Braham, MN 55006. (90) 


FULL-AUTO RUGER 10-22 

1200 rpm M Guaranteed, Mtrfs. Inch, 
Complele in 1-hour, Simple and Reli¬ 
able, $10, E. Sweal, 612 E, LaPlata St., 
Farmington, N.M, 87401. 


M—65A FIELD JACKETS, made to government spe¬ 
cifications, tiger stripe, $48, woodland camo $43, 
O.D. $43, black $48. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 
80221. 

“THE ULTIMATE SURVIVAL DEVICE. Remote con- 
trol your shotgun or rifle for under $40. Mount your gun 
under your vehicle and operate it from inside, or 
mount it in one room and shoot it from another. Send 
$10.95 for details and instructions to THE REMOTE 
SHOOTER, PO Box 1207, Dunn, NC 28334. (90) 

UNARMED COMBAT — New method of devastating 
PRACTICAL self-defense. Hard-hitting commando 
style. Learn how to win REAL combat! Discover the 
secrets with this fully illustrated course. $10.95 post¬ 
paid. LIBRA ENTERPRISES, 486(SF) Molimo, San 
Francisco, CA 94127. 

FREE VIETNAM CATALOG — Tapes, Flags, Docu- 
ments, more - enclose 20 cent stamp to: BIEN HOA 
PRODUCTIONS, Box 56, Dept. SF-5, Fayetteville, 
AR 72702. 


“HELP FIGHT CRIME—SHOOT A BURGLAR” 

bumper sticker $2.00. “ILLEGALLY PARKED” 
permanent stickers, 5 for $2.95. Teach them a lesson! 
Add 50 cents p/h on alt orders. FLYING DUTCHMAN 
ENTERPRISES, Dept. S., 13033 Wirevine, Houston, 
TX 77072. 


INVESTIGATOR SPECIAL OPERATIVE all jobs 
considered. ELDON, P.O. Box 53, Downing MO 
63536. 

SAVANT FOR HIRE: Professional investigator, 
bodyguard, armed escort, bondsman, and bounty- 
hunter. Also have knowledge of military and counter 
terrorism. Am an expert of weapons and demo. Prefer 
Central America. SAVANT, P.O. Box 348. Athens, GA 
30601. (95) 


FANTASTIC SPACE-AGE 
ELECTRONICS 


LASER WEAPONS, INVISIBLE 
PAIN-FIELD GENERATORS, MORE... 

Survival writer discovers... secret 
sources for laser pistols, listening devices, 
ultrasonic pain field generators, paralyzing 
self-defense protectors, true I.R. see-ln-the- 
dark viewers, absolute security systems, bug 
detectors, voice scramblers, micro-trans¬ 
mitters. electronic tracking devices, ultra- 
sophisticated detection and surveillance equip¬ 
ment, police broadcast unscramblera s many 
more too “hot' 1 to print. Send $2.00 for giant 
catalogue (get $2.00 credit) To 
UNIVERSAL ELECTRONICS, Dept, F-3 
15015 Ventura BJvd., Ste. #1653, Sherman Oaks, 


FREE SURVIVAL PUBLICATION!! with Super- 
Survival Catalog describing 50 plus brutally frank sur¬ 
vival publications (weapons, energy, medical, finan¬ 
cial, electronics, computers)! By John Williams - CBS 
"60 MINUTES", ABC lalkshows, etc. Catalog $1: 
WILLIAMS, 2011 Crescent Drive, Alamogordo, NM 
88310. (93) 

“DISCOUNT MILITARY FOOD RATIONS. Free 

catalogue. MRE full meals, MRE components, other 
outdoor/survtva! food items. RFCG, Box 1438, Largo, 
FL 34294. (813) 535-7192. (97) 

MILITARY SURPLUS — Chemical/biological warfare 
equipment, military clothing, equipment, decorations. 
Self addressed stamped envelope for catalog. JR 
Sales, Box 4253F, Lancaster, CA 93539-4253. 


“NUKE THE BASTARDS” bumper sticker: $2. SS 
t-shirt: $7.95. P.W., Dept. SF, 237 W. Houghton Lake 
Drive, Prudenville, Ml 48651. 


VERY UNUSUAL sterling silver rings (skulls, de¬ 
mons, warriors, cobras, animals etc). Send $1 for 
brochure to: ACTION DESIGNS, PO Box 8372, Pine 
Bluff, AR 71611.(91) 


£> SHf 

^DEFENSE 

f j KUNG-FU • KARATE 

rT Learn unbeatable fighting power 
)\ BLACK BELT INSTRUCTORS 

NEW HOME STUDY COURSE 

certificate awarded 

^INTERNATIONAL KARATE SCHOOL 

Dept. K24, Box H, Belmar, NJ 07719 
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LC—1 ALICE PACKS, U.S. Issue medium pack vy/ strps new: 
$35. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 

BERETS OF THE WILD GEESE, mercenary officer’s maroon 
beret w/ insignia now only $19. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 
80221. 


LATEST MODEL 6 SHOT 

ITALIAN AUTOMATIC TEAR GAS GUN 


ONLY 


$ 7 °“ 


POSTPAID 



Fires 22 cal. tear 

S as or blank ammo. 

olid metal. 6 shot, clip ' “ —x 

fed. Rapid firing. With in- V 

structions & free cleaning rod. 

For self-protection, theatre, dog ' 
training, sports. Purchaser must _. 
be over 21. Money back guarantee. Nw ^ h0| 

WESTBURY SALES CO. California. 

P.0.80X 434, Dept. TA-3-SF, Westbury. New York 11590 


SURVEILLANCE TRANSMITTER (1.75” X 1.5" x .5) will 
transmit everything up to a range of 6000 feet according to 
local conditions and will be received on any FM radio tuned to 
the proper frequency. It is operated by two 1.35 volt batteries 
good for 100 hours of continuous use and can be easily re¬ 
placed. It can be used for spying, surveillance, monitoring. 
Telephone Bugging Preventor will prevent any unauthorized 
bodyfrom taping your telephone conversations. It is connected 
between the telephone line and the telephone apparatus. 
Switching the device on will immediately stop any attempt to 
record. The operating time is unlimited and the power supply is 
from the telephone line. The Preventor is very small, 1.8” x .6" 
and easy to install. Both items arry warranty lor 3 months. 
Introductory price for either the Transmitter or the Preventor is 
$129.95 U.S., 30 day money back guaranteed. Allow 3-4. 
weeks for delivery. Send check or money order to I.G. R, ELEC¬ 
TRONICS, 14 Gamier Court, Willowdale, Ontario, Canada 
M2M 4C9. 

AFFIX BAYONENTS! Mount a Ml 6 bayonet on your 12 guage 
riot shotgun. Precision machined steel bayonent lug and 
mounting instructions $14.95. KHK PRODUCTIONS, PO Box 
2427 Tucson, AZ 85701. 

RANGER—AIRBORNE TRAINING. Survival/Combat 
Courses Manual. Deataiis, brochures $2. CSTC, 2100 N. 
Broadway, Suite 37, Santa Ana, CA 92706 (92). 

PLASTIC EXPLOSIVES and dynamites made from common 
ingredients. 120 formulas. Complete instructions $15. PLAS- 
TIC, PO Box 1881, Murfreesboro, TN 37133. (98)_ 

MINIATURE POLICE BADGES. Jewelry quality. Send $4 for 
sample and exhaustive listing (badges). $1 plus SASE brings 
listing only. STANLEY, 917C Hillcrest, Junction City, KS 
66441._ 

PYROTECHNICS, Smoke Grenades, Aerial Flares, Trip Flare 
Devices. Racket Whistle, Report Cartridges, Pen Gun Laun¬ 
chers, catalog $1. AZTEC, Suite 341, 53654 Jimmy Carter 
Bfvd. Morcross, GA 30093. 

SMOKE PRODUCTS— Grenades, pots, bombs at unusually 
low prices. But from the source and save. Send self-addressed 
stamped envelope for details. SOUTHWEST SMOKE DISTRI¬ 
BUTORS, Box 5414, Phoenix, AZ 85010 (92). 


NOW AVAILABLE! 


The Original^ DV £ NTUR £ R > j.tmS! 

BULLWHIP 

Thick, 

High-Grade 
Leather 

From: 

CATTLE B ARON™ LEATHER CO. 

. Pi rnrLgfttHEn 

■- EXPEDITIONS Around the Worid 
Jl HAND-PLAITED, THICK, Genuine 
TOP -GRAIN BELTING L EATHER w/ 
Permanent ftilCK TIP 
■ Original “Ruddy- 
Brown” Color 
• LEATHER COVERED 
HANDLE & BALL W 
WRIST LOOP 



« m fi WB* DGMHY 
NO HASSLES • NO 0ELAY5 


TARGET USE ^ TM 

( . _ , . PWCES: ORIGINAL IQ Ft. Lengtn $99.95 

Add 5^SWppbW« | ^l n US,A. art u, BB 12 R. 5119.95 

— Foraspi Aim am — leather aaT carrier $6.95 

. A FORMOABlf SURVTVAL TOOL * 

When Swung Properly,, WNETK ENERGY Makes 
ihe TIP 01 the AOVENIUHBVS 0ULLWKIP" MOVE 

~~ at Maw bet pa ream, 

* WMP-HAHOUNG Instructions Included. 

The HIGHEST QUALTTY. TOUGHEST fltttLWWPS 

Available - Perfectly BALANCED For 


note these bullwhips 

ARE NOT TOYS & NOT CHEAP 
foacign made wurvENiRS 
THEY AHE GENUINE 


CREDIT CARD PHONE ORDfflS Cali (512) 697-8900 
Send VISA CATTLE BARON LEATHER CO. 
, MC, Check p o. BOX 100724 Dept. SOF3 

l° r M 0 To ^ SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 78201 


BOOK SALE 

Lowest Prices Anywhere 
Write for Free Brochure 
(Stamps Appreciated) 

KEN HALE 
Box 395(SOF) 
McDonald, Ohio 44437 


EXPLOSIVE FORMULA — Frictional impact. Smoke screen, 
impact grenades, detonator, fireworks. Instructions- suppliers. 
$5.00, sent First Class day order received. CROWN, 9921 
Carmel Mountain, San Diego, CA 92129. 

FREE BROCHURE! Large selection of professional quality 
T-shirts. Colt, UZI, Winchester, many morel MAGNUM PRO¬ 
DUCTS, PO Box 131-B, Waterford, VA 22190. (91) 

BADGES. Custom made - your specifications. Huge selection. 
$5.00 (refundable). Giant catalog, price list. Sent First Class 
day order received, CROWN. 9921 Carmel Mountain, San 
Diego, CA 92129,_ 

POLICE MANUALS. Latest, complete information. Confi¬ 
dence Games I. Confidence Games II. Check forgery. Shoplift¬ 
ing. Counterfeiting. Each 8VfeX 11", plastic bound, loaded with 
illustrations. $7.50 each, Sent First Class day order received. 
CROWN, 9921 Carmel Mountain, San Diego, CA 92129, 

“WE DO IT ALL & WE DO IT BETTER” U.S.M.C. Vet Team 
Pilot available. P.O. Box 384, Winter Haven, Florida 33880. 
(89) 


VIDEOI 


f VIDEO SURVEILLANCE 

Complete packages, low light cameras, monitors 
all wire, connectors, etc. Easy instructions, 
highest quality, lowest prices, all guaranteed. 

PLUS simulated cameras, alarm systems, 
warning stickers. 3”x5” 2 color . . 25 

DIFFERENT types only 50$ each. 

FREE INFORMATION. 

TRULOCK VIDEO SERVICES 

98 Main St., Dept. 215, Tiburon, CA 94920 


GOTCHA/ 



ARE YOU SUSCEPTIBLE TO COLDS?!?! “Fight back" with 
“Propolis"! Mother Nature's “miraculous", antigermictdal/anti- 
bactericidal/antifungicidat antiseptic/anesthetic/disinfectanl/ 
ANTIBIOTIC! 100%-safe/nalural/harmless/ innoxious/nontox- 
ic/nondrug. Utilized safely by mankind for over 2,000 years! A 
jampacked "goldmine" of nutritional "weapons” so intricately 
complex, it “baffles" science! Amazingly effective for many 
“incurable" ailments including: colds, flu’s, viruses, acne, 
shingles, ulcers, prostatitis, ringworm, colitis, cystitis, stoma- 
tites, sinusitis, tonsillitis, laryngitis, halitosis, plaque, jock itch, 
psoriasis, dry eczema, insect bites, hemmorrhoids, dermatitis, 
wounds, infections, venerai herpes, much more!! 50 (200 mg) 
capsules, $7.99; 200/$23.99; 500/$51.99. Ointment (1.5 oz.), 
$5.99; 6 $26.99; 12/$46.99. Request free, extensive. (16 pg). 
propolis/pollen/royal jelly, price/information pamphlets. Re¬ 
member: your "health” is your single most precious posses¬ 
sion! SELECTLINE, (estab. 1977), Box391(SFB), Pearl City, 
HI 96782-0391.__ 

PLASTIC EXPLOSIVES. Complete instructions, common 
supply sources. $5. Shipped 1st class, day order received. 
CROWN, 9921 Carmel Mountain, Snn Diego, CA 92129. 

EMPLOYMENT FOR VIETNAM VETS and others that have 
military skills- for details, send long SASE to: P.O. Box 56695, 
Now Orleans, LA 70156-6695. 

GET BIG AND STRONG — FAST! Latest secrets of top 
weighllifters, wrestlers, boxers. ULTIMATE MUSCLE ‘84 how¬ 
to book has latest techniques, secrets and dirty tricks. Uncen¬ 
sored! Send $10 to OEM PUBLISHING, 2801B Ocean Park, 
25S, Santa Monica. CA 90405. (91) 

MILITARY GOODS CATALOG—GENUINE Gl— 32 pages 
$1. Complete with cammo fatigues. LC1 gear and equipment, 
Dl hats, dummy grenades, jungle hats, iensalic compasses, 
military books, ponchos, boots, bayonets, and much much 
more, KAUFMAN’S WEST ARMY & NAVY GOODS. Depart¬ 
ment A-202, 1660 Euband NE, Albuquerque, NM 87112. 

82ND AIRBORNE DIVISION unit history and yearbook. “Out 
of pmjt-4982-edrtio^ gloss pages, with over 1200 

jx>r6r and B & W photos. Large hardhouncLtormat, with BRASS 
"Master Parachute Wings inlaid into cover. WeighsnDvei^lbs., 
and is the most beautiful military book you have ever seertl 
$25.00, plus postage/packaging to: MEADOWLANDS MILI¬ 
TARY, Suite E, 749 Seventh Street, Carlstadt, NJ 07072. (89) 


GET BIG AND STRONG — FAST! Latest secrets of top 
weightlifters, wrestlers, boxers. ULTIMATE MUSCLE ^how¬ 
to book has latest techniques, secrets and dirty tricks. Uncen¬ 
sored! Send $10 to OEM PUBLISHING, 2801B Ocean Park, 
25S, Santa Monica, CA 90405. (91) 

MILITARY GOODS CATALOG—GENUINE Gl— 32 pages 
$1. Complete with cammo fatigues. LC1 gear and equipment, 
Dl hats, dummy grenades, jungle hats, Iensalic compasses, 
military books, ponchos, boots, bayonets, and much much 
more. KAUFMAN S WEST ARMY & NAVY GOODS, Depart¬ 
ment A-202, 1660 Eubank NE, Albuquerque, NM 87112. 

82ND AIRBORNE DIVISION unit history and yearbook. "Out 
of print 1982 edition." 400 high gloss pages, with over 1200 
color and B & W photos. Large hardbound format, with BRASS 
Master Parachute Wings inlaid into cover. Weighs over 4 lbs., 
and is the most beautiful military book you have ever seen! 
$25.00, plus postage/packaging to: MEADOWLANDS MILI¬ 
TARY, Suite E, 749 Seventh Street, Carlstadt, NJ 07072. (89) 



A. 

BUSHPILOT WINGS 

IS 5.95 RHODIUM 

CATALOG WITH PURCHASE 

P.O. Box 20378 • Dallas, TX 75220 


EMPLOYMENT FOR VIETNAM VETS and others that have 
military skills- for details, send long SASE to: P.O. Box 5669£ 
beans, LA 70156-6695. 


SILVER & GOLD, How and where to buy. Secret sources 
revealed to you, lowest prices anywhere, send $2. S.G. EN¬ 
TERPRISES. PO Box 6524-SF, Portland, OR 97228. 

AIRBORNE ELITE T—SHIRTS Commando black with bold 
insignias of the world Airborne units. Free brochure, large 
selection. BATTALION SUPPLY CO., Box718, Sykesville, MD 
21784._ 

LISTENING DEVICE, build one it s easy. Hear people talking a 
block away, plans $5. F & P ENTERPRISES. Box 51272, Palo 
Alto, CA 94303-C, (90)___ 

ROCKY MOUNTAIN COMMANDO SCHOOL 1st parachute 
jump training, advanced freefall techniques, weapons, surviv¬ 
al, scuba-complete course by Special Forces and Ranger in¬ 
structors. To reserve a date contact: PO BOX 963, Hotchkiss, 
CO 81419, (91)_ 

ELECTRICAL ENGINEER seeks high risk employment. Ex¬ 
perienced pyrochemist and improvised weapons manufactur¬ 
er. Loyal to team or assignment 100%. Own tools, will travel. 
TASK, RR 1, Box 63-5416, Eldorado, Ontario Canada KOK 
1YO. (91) 


SALES REPS WANTED 

Earn $50,000 Plus Part Time! 


Rep the world’s largest most successful 
security company. Sell exciting James 
Bond countersurveifiance, security and 
communications systems. 

Your market for these much needed 
products includes police, governments, 
major corporations. 

INVESTMENT 
SECURED BY INVENTORY 
Contact Mr. Parsons 212-697-8140 

CCS COMMUNICATION CONTROL. INC. 

633 Third Ave., New York, N.Y. 10017 

COLORSUDES — Vietnam Action, Thailand, Hawaii, Hong 
Kong R & R. Set of 20 slides and catalog $19.95. Specily 
country. Write: VISUALS. P.O. Box 381215, Miami, FL 33138. 
(90) 

MERCENARIES WANTED: Are you a military veteran, or ex¬ 
perienced in the areas of security, investigative, bodyguard or 
mercenary? Then the IMA is for you. The IMA is a world-wide 
organization composed of some of the world’s best specialists. 
Our organization is dedicated to helping professionals obtain 
employment. $20 membership fee covers lifetime fraternity 
membership, 1 year active employment file, and certificate for 
framing. No obligation. IMA, Box 232, Shrewsbury, PA 17361. 
(90)_ 

MILITARY RADIOS: CPRC-26 Manpack Radio, compact, 
transmits-receives 46-54 MHz FM, 6 channels with battery 
box, antenna, crystal, handset: $22.50 apiece, $42.5Q/pair, 
good condition. PRC-510 Backpack Radio (Canadian version 
of American PRC-10), transmits-receives 38-55 MHz FM con¬ 
tinuous tuning, with battery box, antenna, headset: $39.50 a 
piece, $77.50/pair, good condition. R-390A, premier com¬ 
munications receiver, .5-30 MHz shortwave, amateur, military 
"•■frequencies, AM-CW-SSB, meters seated: $115 complete, not 
checked 95 complete, checked. R-108 Vehicular/Field Re¬ 
ceiver, 20-g? MHz FM: $27.50 mint 45 day replacement 
iaranteo/Add $9.50 shipping-handling (R-390A shipping 
Charape'xollect). 0AYTRONICS. Dept. SOF, Box 591, San- 
OH 44870. (90) 
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: BEWARE 

: of = 

; OWNER = 

- Let them Know ; 

2 you don’t play games. Z 

2 Send: — Bumper Stickers $2.95 ea. ■ 
Z — Signs $5.95 ea. 

■ Name_ r _ Z 

- Address---* 

2 City, State, Zip_ Z 


Z BEWARE; P.O. Box 171 2 

- Mamaroneck, N.Y. 10543 Z 

■ mu min min min in in ii i in a 


SWITCHBLADE KNIFE BOOK — Latest edition, over 80 
photos, where to buy prof, printed; $8.00 ppd. TANZ, Box 
14221, Pittsburgh, PA 15239. (90) 


CONFIDENTIAL, DEPENDABLE mail forwarding and remail¬ 
ing. Free details. Write POSTAL SHOPPE. 369 East 900 
South Salt Lake City. UT 84111 . 

INVENTIONS, IDEAS, NEW PRODUCTS WANTED for pre- 
sentation to industry and exhibition at national innovation ex¬ 
position. Call 1-800-528-6050. Arizdna, 1-800-352-0458. 
X831. (99) 

ADJUSTER. Selective, effective. BILL STRINGFELLOW, 
(602) 866-6060. (90) 


SUBMACHINE GUNS. Thompsons, MAC10, Sten, etc. Live, 
transferable. Price list$1. Catalog with specifications, photos, 
licensing instructions, laws, etc. $5. ARMS INVESTORS MAN¬ 
AGEMENT SERVICE, P.O. Box 1582, Grand Island, NE 
68802. (91) 

BUILD YOUR OWN GUN and save money! New book shows 
you how to build blackpowder. modem & exotic weapons. 
Giant kit-gun directory included. $11.98 to KIT GUNS & HOB¬ 
BY GUNSMITHING, P.O. Box 2204, Dayton, OH 45429. (91) 

ATTENTION CAMMIE WEARERS! We offer the O.D. version 
of the American Rag shoulder patch. This top quality, 3x4" 
patch is ideal for Camouflage and S.W.A.T. type applications. 
Wear your flag without risking your ass. 13.75 (U.S.) or $4.50 
(Foreign), check or money order to: OUTPOST AMERICA, 
P.O. Box 50251, Dept. 9, Cicero, IL 60650. (90) 

LAW BADGES AND PATCHES send $1 for list of $6 for 12 
monthly lists. BPEC, Dept. SF1284, Los Alamitos, CA 90720. 
(98)_ 

MILITARY STYLE DOG TAGS— stainless steel 1" x 2" with 
24" chain will imprint up to 14 letters per line 4 lines maximum. 
$4.95 plus $2.60 postage & handling. M&M TREASURES, 
4710 Xerxes Avenue, N. Minneapolis, MN 55430. 

25—50% OFF NEW MILITARY SURPLUS, Survival gear, 
butterfly knives. Send $1, refundable for 1985 catalog. 
ADVENTURE UNLIMITED, 7831 Delmont Affton, MO 53123. 

SPECIALIZED K—9 TRAINING, patrol-tracking-mine and 
boobytrap (bomb) detection for your protection. Experts in 
estate security, we can train at our facility or anywhere in the 
world. 1-617-322-9089. Vietnam Veteren with over 250 com¬ 
bat patrols utilizing dogs, 15 yrs. experience. Dog training plus 
associates with over 40 yrs. with police tactics utilizing dogs. 
We’ll match job any climate to the best breed suitable. Expen¬ 
sive, and guaranteed. $68.00. 

BODYGUARD AND INVESTIGATION AGENCY in Boston is 
looking for qualified individuals for employment in their area. 
Send complete resume, physical description and recent photo 
to: RSI, 11 Walnut Street, Malden, MA 02148. ATTN: Person- 
rial Dept. 

BRASS BULLET HIDEAWAY, 2^4 long, in a 2 tone finish that 
looks exactly like a real bullet. Unscrew the top and your pills, 
messages, film, etc., rest in a plastic lined interior. $5.50 plus 
$2.50 insured shipping. BOSWORTH MARKETING, Box 184, 
Pompton Lakes, NJ 07442. 

SURVIVAL KNIFE: with 6 inch 2 sided blade, one saw tooth 
edge the other smooth, compass butt unscrews from handle, 
inside saw, matches, fishing supplies, with sheath and stone: 
$24.95. SCOTT WHOLESALE SUPPLY, P.O. Box 16863, Ft. 
Lauderdale, FL 33318. 

“FOR SALE—EAST GERMAN AK47 MAG. GREEN WEB 3 

pocket pouch, 1 acc. pouch excellent, unissued $17.50. Send 
50 cents for illustrated lists. GLOBE MILITARfA INC., RFD 1, 
Box 269, Keene, NJ 03431." 

CHEMICALS FOR FIREWORKS, EXPLOSIVES: how to get 

them. List of suppliers plus catalog of pyrotechnical, explosive 
formulas $1. D&R ENTERPRISES, Box 15643, Columbus, OH 
43215._ 

MILITARY VETERANS— receive long-deserved recognition! 
Be enrolled in Book of Military Veterans of America. Receive 
beautiful, colored, personalized 10x13 certificate. For informa¬ 
tion send legal-size SASE to: VETERANS, Box 235, Milpitas, 
CA 95035. 


POLICE EQUIPMENT — Discounted. FREE CATALOG. 
CROWN, 9921 Carmel Mountain, San Diego, CA 92129. 

"ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUES FREE FOR 12 MONTHS! 

Throwing knives, Hawks, Survival. $1.00 postage to V.S.I.P., 
1422 Del Norte Drive, Corona, CA 91719." (90) 

EX-MARINES— Nam Vets, Weapons Specialists, Jungle 
Warfare, Pilot, M.E. High risk assignments in U.S. or overseas. 
WORLD SECURITY GROUP, (404) 662-9678 or (404) 991- 
2684. (90)_ 

SS AND GERMAN WWII MILITARfA: Insignia, flags, daggers, 
uniforms, camouflage, books. World's biggest catalog, includ¬ 
ing two large posters. $2(refundable). KRUPPER, Box 177SF, 
Syracuse, NY 13208. (99) 

NEED WEAPONS, SAVE MONEY! Become Gun Dealer, FFL 
License Kit; $3.95 or FREE with 7 publication Kit, everything 
needed to start; 14.95 save $7.45, free catalog. REDDICK, 
1821-H Bacon, San Diego. CA 92107. 

SOLDIER, BODYGUARD, COURIER, INVESTIGATOR 

name it. Qualified and experienced. Have passport,,will travel 
overseas or domestic. Hazardous okay. Serious inquiries 
okay. Serious inquiries contact: OCCUPANT, PO Box 6235, 
North Augusta, SC 29B41. 

PRINTING/RUBBER STAMPS, letterheads, envelopes. Busi¬ 
ness Cards/Forms, Labels. Free Information. LONGWOOD 
PRESS, J85SF, Ft. Johnson, NY 12070. 

SURVIVAL PAIN KILLERS, Grenade Launchers, TNT, De- 
lonators, Nitroglycerine, Gas, Smokes, and more. Free cata¬ 
log! N.W. Box 962(F), Orlando. FL 32802-0962. 

KILL A COMMUNIST1 The Afghans are fighting Russian Com¬ 
munists. This is your chance to help exterminate some. Your 
needed donation will get you a HAVE YOU HELPED KILLED A 
COMMUNIST TODAY? bumper sticker. AFFA, 2144 S. 1100 
E. No. 150, Salt Lake City, UT 84106. 



iiwirwru^ 

MILITARY MEDALS 

WORLD WAR II * KOREA * VIETNAM 




Full Size U.S. and Vietnamese Medals. Ribbons. 
Badges. Fine Display Cases, Miniature Medals, 
Personal Service. Display the valuable Medals 
awarded you or your family. Guaranteed! 
r“1 • FREE CATALOG! o jjVJ’; 


Write ►► MEDALS. 222S North Dickerson 
Today! School Road Carlisle. PA 17013 


ITALIAN STILETTOS! Here’s one for your collection. 13" 
overall, 6” polished steel blade, positive front lock, dark handle 
only, $18.95. 9” overall stiletto, polished steel blade, positive 
front lock, dark or white handles, $10.95. Include $2 postage 
and handling. DUFFY ENTERPRISES, P.O. Box L, Dept. SF7, 
Bayville, NJ 08721. (90) _ 

REGULATION INSIGNIA —Alt military branches and police. 
All genuine. Over 1000 items including rank, wings, badges, 
miniature medals. NASA patches. Catalog $2: add $1 if 1st 
class mailing desired. KAUFMAN’S ARMY NAVY GOODS, 
Dept. A-503, 1660 Eubank NE, Albuquerque, NM 87112. 


CAMOUFLAGE COLLECTION CATALOG — 32 pages- $1. 
Jackets, pants, cloth, caps, berets, insignia, more. Genuine Gl. 
KAUFMAN’S ARMY NAVY GOODS, Dept. A-203, 1660 
Eubank NE, Albuquerque. NM 87112, 

DOG TAGS, GENUINE Gl — Commando black or stainless 
steel. Free brochure. Send stamped envalope. KAUFMAN S 
ARMY NAVY GOODS, Dept. A-803, 1160 Eubank NE, Albu¬ 
querque, NM 87112. 


ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE 
SECURITY EQUIPMENT 


The MICFIQTRO-N 1 ORDNANCE is a purveyor of 
Sophisticated Electronic Audio Surveillance Applica¬ 
tions and their Countermeasures. We feature the 
most Comprehensive Line of AUDIO TRANSMITTERS, 
RECORDING INSTRUMENTS, TRACKERS 
COUNTERMEASURES, NIGHT VISION OPTICS. & 
EMERGENCY LOCKSMITHING TECHNOLOGY 
available. Professionals Catalog, $20.00, Refundable. 
Surveillance Device Schematics Portfolio, $20.00. 
Surveillance Tactics Manual, $15.00. & General 
Catalog, $2.00. Send Orders to: 

microtron (304) 233-8007 

4238th Street, Wheeling, WV 26003 
Showroom hours: 1-5 pm Weekdays (E.S.T.) 
Visa/Mastercard orders call 24 hit. 



G.l. SURPLUS, hunting and camping equipment. 56 page 
catalog $2. With this ad only- new genuine G.l. Camouflage 
Combat Pants or Jackets $19.99 each. Sizes XS-XL. RED 
BANK ARMY NAVY, 12F Monmouth Street, Red Bank, NJ 
07701 (92). 

U.S. MILITARY INSIGNIA: 1000's of patches stocked, 1940 
through Vietnam. Catalog $1 - refunded. SAUNDER’S. Dept. 
SF, Box 414, Vermillion, OH 44089-0414. (92) 

SILENT FIREPOWER: Most complete crossbow catalog avil- 
able, $1. Martial Arts, Special Weapons and Survival Aids. 
M&M ENTERPRISES, Box 64, Dept. SOF, Island Lake, IL 
60042. (90) 



WILLIAMS’ TRIGGER 
SPECIALTIES, INC. 


“HK 91/93 Set Triggers and 
Sniper Grade Trigger Work 
for Semi-Auto Rifles’’ 

SASE for prices and specifications: 

Williams 1 Trigger Specialties 

RR No. 1, Box 26B White Heath, IL 61884 

Phone 217-762-7377 


RAY-BAN SUNGLASSES — 25% OFF LIST PRICE. Also, 
USAF NASA pilot sunglasses. All genuine!! Toll Free ordering 
and immediate shipment. Send long self-addressed stamped 
envelope for free brochure. KAUFMAN’S ARMY AND NAVY 
GOODS. Dept. A-903. 1660 Eubank NE Albuquerque, NM 
87112. 


PRIVACY-CONFIDENTIAL MAIL Forwarding Receiving. 
Code name fine, street address, phone available. SASE. 
ORLANDO MAIL DROP, Box 18039SF2. Orlando FL 32860. 
( 100 )_ 

CAMOUFLAGE TIES! A must for every well dressed out- 
doorsman. Genuine military issue woodland cloth. Choose: 
Pointed End or Straight Fold...$9.95 each: 2 for $18.95. Add 
shipping: $2 first tie; 2 or more $3. KAUFMAN’S, Dept. A-303, 
1660 Eubank NE, Albuquerque, NM 87112. Or cali toll free 
(1-800)545-0933._ 

WATER SOLUBLE PAPER: printed forms, plain paper, copier 
paper. Samples, prices- MULLEN, P.O. Box453, Hayward, CA 
94544. (91)_ 

FIREWORKS FROM CHINA— all at low-low prices. Illustrated 
catalog $1. CHINA IMRORTERS-WHOLESALERS LTD., Box 
347212, Parma, OH 44134. (91) 

FIREWORKS TO YOUR DOOR!! Buy direct from factory. 
Illustrated catalog $1, refundable. GREAT LAKES FIRE¬ 
WORKS, Box 5324, Cleveland, OH 44101. (91) 

SELF IMPROVEMENT BOOKS— Sports, hypnotism, gamb¬ 
ling, etc. Low prices, free cetatog. MOUNTJOY, 7115 Blanco 
Road, Suite 114-339, San Antonio, TX 78216. (91) 

SELL MILITARY CLOTHING AND EQUIPMENT for a living. 
Anyone can buy new and used packs, knives, tents, camouf¬ 
lage clothing, C-rations, anything military for 40%-90% below 
retail. We instruct you on four ways to start a new business. 
Our methods are proven. For an entire program send check or 
money order for $28.60 to: THE OUTLET, 3230 S. Richmond, 
No. C, Wichita, KS 67217._ 

INTERNATIONAL, DOMESTIC FINANCIAL SERVICES 
AND MORE. I work, travel to client specifications. Passport, 
(no dope), mature, dependable. (303) 486-3367. Try week¬ 
days. (93) 

DEADLIEST FIGHTING SYSTEM. The feared and formidable 
Black Cobra Art of oriental combat. A dangerous and deadly 
style of fighting. Includes advanced dynamic meditations to 
develop the unstoppable mental state and devasting power. 
Fully illustrated. $10.95 includes postage. GREEN DRAGON 
SOCIETY, Dept. SF, 6810 N. Sheridan, Chicago, IL 60626. 
(90) ___ 

FREE DETAILS: How to make $100/day buying and selling 
scrap gold, silver. Free intofriration: MEREDITH, Box 
11216SF, Reno,NV 89510 (90)._ 

REMAILING: West Germany. $2 includes postage. Confiden¬ 
tial forwarding, receiving, holding. Free brochure. TWG, Post- 
fach 1145, 6460-M, Gelnhausen, West Germany. (100) 

EX—PLATOON LEADER, USMC Vietnam, looking for high 

risk, good-payina work overseas. Dependable, aggressive, 
fearless. MALDONADO, (913) 462-3843. 

HAVE CID, Ml. SF, experience Hire as bounty hunter, 

mercenary, private investigator, body guard. Contact PAUL 
"APAULLO ADALERE ROBERTS, P O. Box 3025, Lake 
Charles, LA 70601. 
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FIGHT 


FOR 


FREEDOM 


Afghanistan is very far away, and the 
mujahideen don't speak our language, 
but what they are fighting for speaks 
to each of us: the right to worship God 
as they think best, the right to run 
their own country, the right not to be 
butchered and shoved around by a 
foreign invader. They call it a holy war, 
and they need your help. They're not 
afraid to die, but without weapons and 
ammunition courage is not enough. 
Due to hassles with Pakistani customs, 
we can't send supplies and equipment, 
but we can send money. Your donation 
is NOT tax deductible, but you do get 
a handsome certificate signed by Edi¬ 
tor/Publisher Robert K. Brown AND 
the knowledge that you did your bit. 
Make your check payable to Afghan 
Freedom Fighters Fund and send it to: 


AFGHAN 

FREEDOM 
FIGHTERS FUND 

Attn: Mr. Blake 

P.O. Box 693 
Boulder, CO 80306 

ALLAH AKBARUl DEATH TO TYRANTSMI 
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COUNTERFEIT GUNS 


EXACT SIZE WORK¬ 
ING METAL MODELS THAT LOOK. FEEL, WEIGH AND 
HANDLE LIKE THE ORIGINALS. CAN BE "FIELD-STRIPPED.” 
CANNOT BE MADE TO FIRE REAL BULLEJS. DELIVERED 

FULLY 
ASSEMBLED 


SAFE! 1 
FOR 

DISPLAY 


Ml 921 


THOMPSON 


STAGE PROP GUNS 


C01S-81-700 


GOV’T. ,45 
AUTOMATIC 
C01U-81-300 


GERMAN 

P-OS 

PARA8ELLUM 

C01G-B1-200. 


357 

POLICE 
MAGNUM 
C01P-81-108 $55 (3.00) 


CANNOT 
BE MADE 
TO FIRE! 


SEND FOR 
FREE COLOR 
CATALOG OF 
OVER 50 
MODEL GUNS 


.$55 (3.00) 


$55 (3.00) 


MILITARY KNIVES QUALITY REPRODUC¬ 
TIONS OF FAMOUS, HISTORICAL EDGED WEAPONS AND 
MILITARY KNIVES. 



U.S. M3 FIGHTING KNIFE. 

C07U-40-048 .$30 (3.00) 


FAIRBAIRN-SYKES COMMANDO KNIFE 

GQ7B-4D-D14 $28 (3.00) 


r (a*A(C fy'A* 



ALL KNIVES 


HAVE SCABBARDS 



GERMAN HJ YOUTH KNIFE 

C07G-Q5-09 $20 (3.00) 


FREE COLOR CATALOG SHOWS OVER 50 DIFFERENT TYPES 
OF EDGED WEAPONRY FROM BATTLE AXES TO SAMURAI 
SWORDS TO FULL-SIZE SUITS OF ARMOUR. 


MEDALS & BADGES P SSS 


THIS “RUPTURED DUCK” IS 
MADE FROM ORIGINAL DIES. 
U.S. WWII DISCHARGE BUTTON 
C14U-81-018 $4 (1.75) 


GERMAN WWI ‘“BLUE MAX 
C14G-10-Q1 (W/RIBBON). .$20 (1.75 

IN)...- 1 




$10(1.75! 



BRITISH WWII RAF OR 
WWI RFC PILOT WINGS 

Cl 58-10-11B (RAF). .$10(1.75) 

C15B-10-11C (RFC) .$10(1.75) 

FREE COLOR CATALOG SHOWS OVER 50 DIFFERENT TYPES 
OF MILITARY INSIGNIA, MEDALS, BADGES, FLAGS, ETC. 


A 


► CREDIT CARD ORDERS. NO INQUIRIES, PHONE TOLL FREE 

1-800-636-2000 (IN MD: 301-933-4801) ORDERS ONLY! 

M VNillllPin MAIL MO RISK COUPON TOOAV ■■■«>!■ 

■ COLLECTOR’S ARMOURY, INC. _. 

" BOO SLATERS LANE j PLEASE 

P.O. BOX 1061, DEPT. SO SEND FREE 

ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22313 USA -CATALOG 


Pleue »nd Wtowng . 


► NOTE ADD OEUVERY CHARGE (IN PARENTHESIS) TO EACH (TOW ORDERED ■* 

□ MONEY ORDER □ CHECK ENCLOSED S . . 

CHARGE TO MY: □ VA □ MC □ AX DCS □ DC 


(EXPIRATION DATE) 


*10 MINIMUM CHAflOE 


PRINT NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY. 


1 STATE/21P . 

>!■ BBIBM I 
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EXTENSION $19.95 
FOLDING STOCK $67.95 




FOREND$12 
/PISTOL GRIP STOCK $45 


FITS ALL T/C PISTOLS, CONVERTING IT INTO A LIGHT, COMPACT RIFLE. YOU MUST HAVE A 16” 
BARREL TO MAKE IT LEGAL WE ALSO OFFER A BARREL EXTENSION TO FIT THE 14” BARRELS TO 
MAKE IT LEGALLY 16”. 


TOP FOLDING STOCK 



$69.95 

4 REM 870 • WIN 1200 
RANGER 120 • MOSS 
HI-STANDARD 


SHOTGUN PISTOL GRIP 



$15.95 


REM 870 • ITHACA 37 * WIN 1200 
RANGER 120 • MOSS 500 
HI-STANDARD $15.95 


MAGAZINE EXTENSIONS 


7 SHOT 18” BRL. 8 SHOT 20” BRL. 
REM 870/1100 
BROWNING A5 
WIN 1200 • S&W 3000 


$22 


9 SHOT 22” BRL 
REM 870/1100 


10 SHOT 26” BRL 
REM 870/1100 
WIN 1200 
S&W 3000 

SLING BASE CLAMP 


$32 

$ 5 ” 





MINI STAINLESS 
OWNERS NITEX FOLDER 
$79.95 


FOLDING STOCK FOR 
MINI-14 • .30 CARBINE • 10/22 

IVER JOHNSON • U.S. CARBINE 
ALSO AVAILABLE UNIVERSAL 

$67.95 


SPECIFY WHICH FIREARM 



ONE PIECE MINI-STOCK 


MADE WITH UNBREAKABLE 
DUPONT ZITEL 


$44.95 

ALSO U.S. CARBINE Ml 
_ ALSO FOR UNIVERSAL 

N °10/22 HAND GUARD $9.95 10/22 FLASHIDER $14.95 


SIDE FOLDING STOCK KIT 


ORANGE HIGH VISIBILITY 


VENTILATED HANDGUARD 



WITH RUBBER RECOIL PAD 
FOR WIN 1200 * RANGER 120 
REM 870 • S&W 3000 
COMES WITH FOREND 
(PLEASE SPECIFY) 


c 




D 

BLACK PLASTIC 


LTj 


REM 870/1100 • WIN 1200 
M37— S&W 3000 

This follower will protect the 
compressed spring in a full magazine 
from jamming. 


MINI-14 $8 

10/22 $9.95 

CARBINE STEEL $8 



BENELLI 
& SPAS 

$50 


PLASTIC PISTOL GRIP STOCKS FOR SHOTGUNS 

$45 

FORENDS FOR SHOTGUNS $9.95 

WIN 1200 • RANGER 120 • MOSS 500-600 
ITHACA 37 • REM 870 • REM 1100-$20 
BLACK PLASTIC FORENDS-MORE CONTROL-NON SUP 
REM 1100—$20 


BAYONET LUGS 


MUST USE FLASHIDER 
AS SHOWN 

$22 $25 

BLUE STAINLESS 

USES U.S. M-16 BAYONET 



NIQHT FIRING- BLUE A NITEX 


S.W.A.T. COMBAT 

FLASH SUPPRESSORS 
AND FRONT SIGHT UNIT 
RUGER MINI-14 
FLASH SUPPRESSOR 8 
FRONT SIGHT UNIT 
BLUE $30 

NITEX & STAINLESS $33 
10/22 FLASHIDER $14.95 



“WOQLEY-BUGAR” 
FOLDING BIPOD 


BLACK NON-SLIP RUBBER 


UZI $189.90 
AR 15 $159.90 
MINI-14 $159,90 
H&K $189.90 
FN $209.95 

ARMSON O.E.G. 

FASTEST SIGHT DAY OR NIGHT 

YOU USE BOTH YOUR EYES 
AT THE SAME TIME • JUST PUT THE RED 
DOT ON TARGET AND SHOOT. 

NEW .22 GROOVED RECEIVER MODELS $74.95 
AVAILABLE FOR SHOTGUNS * CARBINES • ASSAULT 
RIFLES • HANDGUNS 



FITS MlNt-14 —AR-15 
H4K 91-93 MIA-FN FAL 




EXTENDED 
NONSUP 
BUTT PLATE 

s 15 


ALL STEEL LOCKS 
OPEN & CLOSED 



1-505/821-4946 

$4.00 Shipping Each Stock 
$2.00 Each Other Items 

SEND $2 FOR 40 PAGE CATALOG 


7201 AVENfDA LA COSTA NE • ALBUQUERQUE NM 87109 
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NAME 


□ YES! Send me one year (12 issues) of SURVIVE for $24. 
I save 20%. 

□ I prefer two years (24 issues) for only $44.1 save 26%. 

(Savings based on annual newsstand rate of $30.) 


ADDRESS 
CITY_ 


.STATE. 


□ Payment Enclosed (U.S. Funds Only) 

□ MasterCard □ VISA 


CARD #. 


. EXP. DATE _ 


(Offer good in U.S. only) 


Offer expires 12/31/85 


B2VR5 





















BUSINESS REPLY CARD 

FIRST CLASS Permit No. 1000 
Scranton, PA 


NO POSTAGE 
NECESSARY 

IF MAILED 
IN THE 

UNITED STATES 


Postage will be paid by 


NORTH AMERICAN 
SCHOOL OF FIREARMS 

925 Oak Street 
Scranton, PA 18508 























Mail this Postage-Paid reply card for Free Details 


ts guide you step-by-step—show you what to do, how to da it 
ly for Feaeral Firearms license, get “bulletins” on '‘close-out’ 1 
prices, often 25% and more discount. Start your own business 
full or spare time, or work for gun shop, sports or discount 
store, firearms manufacturer, distributor or importer. 
Rush this POSTAGE PAID CARD for FREE information 
that tells how you can train to be a Gun Pro. 

Dept. RS015 


AGE 


ADDRESS 

cm _ 


STATE 


Soldier of Fortune 


NO SALESMAN WILL CALL... NO COST OR OBLIGATION 


















NO POSTAGE 
NECESSARY 
IF MAILED 
IN THE 

UNITED STATES 


BUSINESS REPLY CARD 

FIRST CLASS PERMIT NO. 22 CHICAGO, ILL. 


POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE 


tTmeI 


LIFE 


BOOKS 

Time & Life Building 
541 North Fairbanks Court 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 





























TEST FLY FIGHTING JETS FOR 10 DAYS FREE 


SONUS POSTER 

34" x 22" full-color poster featuring a 
unique cutaway of Britain's Harrier 
jump jet 


YES, / would like to try Fighting Jets 
as my introduction to The Epic of 
Flight series. Please send it to me for 
a 10-day free examination. Also send 
me future volumes under the terms 
described in the accompanying ad. 
The jet-fighters poster is mine to 
keep absolutely FREE! 

CVDAW7 


TIME ! NAME - 


LIFE 


BOOKS city. 


(Please Print) 

___ APTi 



COMBAT JETS 
r Of THE WORLD 


s me _ zip 

All orders subject to approval. Price subject to change. 
















mm 


□ YES! Send me one year (12 issues) of Soldier 
of Fortune for $23.95 — I save 33%. 

□ PAYMENT ENCLOSED (U.S. FUNDS ONLY) 

□ MASTERCARD □ VISA 

CARD #_EXP. DATE_ 

(Offer good in U.S., Mexico & Canada only. 

Foreign & Special Domestic rates available upon request.) 

Offer expires 12/31/85 


□ I prefer two years (24 issues) for only $43.95 
— I save 38%. 

Savings based on annual newsstand rate of $36. 

NAME _ 

ADDRESS__ 

CITY_STATE_ZIP_ 

B2SR5 









BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 

FIRST CLASS 


m 


PERMIT NO. 8 


MT. MORRIS, IL 































Mobility... 
Accurac ~ 
Control! 


Firepower. 


AUG-SA 


SEMI-AUTOMATIG\ 
TACTICAL SUPPORT CARBfN 


CALIBER: .223 
[5.56mm NATO] 




m -m 






JL . the new generation of hi-tech 
'^tite-C^ 1 -- —-*— 


Of-The-Art police arms has 
^'arrived. A product of years of 
intensive R & D by Steyr engineers 
and the Austrian army, the AUG 
* w has revolutionized arms design 
* around the world. The AUG-SA 
tactical support model incorporates 
ail the advanced military refinements 
In a new semi-automatic uersion 
especially adaptable for police use. 
Compact size, weight, accuracy, 
durability, field reliability and design 
simplicity are prerequisites for soldier 
of lawman . . . and the AUG more than 
meets them all. The efficient bull-pup 
design permits a short overall length . . . only 31” with 20” 6-groove 
hammer-forged barrels —with hard^chromed chambers — and machined 
radial cooling fins and flash suppressor. The AUG quickly strips down 
into six modular parts groups for ease of cleaning, maintenance and 
repair. Experienced users can accomplish complete field stripping in 
a mere 10 to 12 seconds. The rigid carrying handle houses the 
1.5x optical sight with a circular reticle for fast target acquisition. 
Its extended trigger guard permits gloved-hand operation,.The 
forward hand grip pivots vertically for firing — folded forward it 
rests under the barrel for carrying or stowing. A cross bolt safety 
blocks the trigger. Left handers can Order the ALJG-SA with a left 
hand ejection pattern at no, extra chtfTge. The AUG is supplied with a\ 
staggered 30-round box magazine which, like its.unique stock, ijs : 
constructed of modern high-impact plastic resin. Tests have shown the 
magazine able to withstand the weighfof a jeep without functional 
damage* Further* the tinted, transparent magazine allows positive 
reference when loading or as a quick check on remaining unfired rounds. 
For field mobility, accuracy, flesign simplicity, functional reliability rfnd 
the hnoSt innovative use of modern materiels — on$ word says it all ... 
^ AUG . , * the gun <jf the future — fjere today! 




INTERAR 


lO PRINCE STREET. ALEXANDRIA, VIRO.i 

- : 1 * • I 

■*“ ’ ■ ‘ . i * * T .A. 


IA 





